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MEMOIRS 

HER  MAJESTY 

qtlEEN  CAROLINE, 


CHAPTfiR  1. 

Preliminary;  Observations — The  House  ofBrun$- 
•OBtck — MHitary  Edixatton  and  Gallantry  of  her 
Majesty's  Father,  Prince  Charles — His  Mar-- 
riage  to  Princess  Augusta^ldest  Sister  (^George 
IIL'-^His^xploits — Death f  &jc, — His  Isstce-^ 
Gallantr'y  of  his  Brother ,  Prince  F7*ederiek  Au- 
j^ustus — Lamented  Loss  of  Prin4:e  Leopoldy 
the  Duke's  youngest  Son. 

THE  biography  of  a  queen,  particulaply  a  queen 
of  England,  is  (like  that  of  her  late  majesty,  queen 
Charlotte)  seldom  replete  with  much  interest  or  va- 
riety, being  chiefly  dull  repetitions  of  court  assem- 
blies, fetes,  excursions,  &c.  Far  different,  however, 
is  the  life  of  her  present  majesty,  queen  Caroline ; 
for  though  auspicious  the  commencement  of  the 
royal  nuptials  appeared,  and  though  sweet  the  ho- 
neymoon, which  was  succeeded  by  a  few  revolving 
years  of  harmony,  festivity,  and  bliss ;  yet  a  sud- 
den   cloud  darkened  the  prospect,  and  that  sun 
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shine  of  happiness  which  was  fondly  anticipated  by 
the  anxious  people,  was  totally  obscured,  without  a 
ray  of  hope  remidning  of  its  return !— She  was  ex- 
cluded from  court  assemblies — she  was  denied  a 
participation  in  those  fetes  and  entertainments 
where  even  her  own  daughter  was  present,  who 
frequently  heaved  an  involuntary  sigh  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  her  mother.  By  her  departure 
from  England,  she  was  separated  from  an  affection- 
ate child,  and  prevented  from  attending  the  siqk 
bed  of  her  iUustrious  daughter,  and  administering 
that  maternal  care  which  her  dangerous  situation 
so  much  required  !  these,  as  well  as  the  wandering 
Hfe  she  passed  in  foreign  countries,  attended  with 
other  circumstances  not  generally  known,  and  which 
will  be  here  presented  to  the  reader,  are  events  so 
novel  and  important,  that  they  cannot  fail  of  ex- 
citing the  highest  interest  and  warmest  sympathies 
not  only  of  the  present,  but  of  future  ages.  The 
daughter  of  one  of  the  greatest  generals  in  the 
world— the  sister  of  one  who  fell  nobly  in  the  field 
—the  mother  of  our  lamented,  our  beloved  princess 
Charlotte— and  that  individual,  the  queen  of  Eng- 
land !  cannot  but  receive  from  a  great  and  generous 
people^i  all  that  is  due  to  her  virtues,  her  misfor- 
tunes, and  her  exalted  rank. 

Caroline  Amelia  Elizabeth,  the  subject  of  these 
memoirs,  was  bom  on  the  17th  of  May,  1768 ;  her 
late  majesty,  queen  Charlotte,  was  also  born  in  the 
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same  month ;  but  as  the  birth-day  of  her  royal  com 
sort  so  soon  sueoeeded,  the  queen's  was  publicly 
kept  about  the  beginning  of  the  year;  for  the  piir- 
pose  of  promoting  trade  and  business :  it  is  evident 
that  her  present  majesty's  is  not  to  be  publicly  ce- 
lebrated on  any  day,  as  she  is  omitted  in  the  litur- 
gy, though  she  had  been  previously  prayed  ibr,  as 
the  Peincess  of  Wales  ;  and  we  now  only  see 
^  Fitkxt  Reof*  in  the  play-bills,  instead  of  **  Vixmnt 
Bex  et  Begina.^ 

The  illustrious  subject  of  these  memoirs  derived 
hei  birth  from  the  August  hou<e  of  Brunswick, 
which,  in  the  reign  of  king  James,  became  con- 
nected with  the  royal  family  of  England.  Charleti, 
duke  of  Brunswick,  by  his  princess  Phillipina, 
had  issue,  Charles  William  Ferdinand,  hereditary 
prince  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttle,  who  was  born 
October  9,  1735,  and  married  at  St.  James's  Palace, 
January  16,  1764,  to  the  princess  Augusta,  eldest 
sister  of  his  majesty  George  the  Third,  king  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  Such  were  the  parents  of  her 
present  majesty.  Prince  Charles,  retaining  the 
great  qualities  of  his  ancestors,  was  equally  wise 
in  council  and  brave  in  the  field.  Under  the 
auspices  of  his  uncle,  the  great  prince  Ferdinand, 
the  hereditary  prince  (as  he  was  styled  during  the 
life-time  of  his  father)  acquired  his  military  educa- 
tion^ and  he  commanded  the  troops  of  his  native 
country  which  formed  a  portion  of  the  allied  army 
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dminf  the  jsmrm  feam  wv  in  the  iveign  of  Qeiirjgn 
tjbe  Se^ood,  fmxiw  Ferdinand  haying  bepn  &{i(* 
{MMHttd  aomoaand^^ivchi^  k^  tli^  army  of  the 
king  ttf  Gre^  Sritfldi^u  The  hereditary  prince  en* 
t€ffed  into  aetioii  ip  the  SSrd  year  of  his  age,  ^md 
hjui  fifit  i^plxHt  wi^  the  taking  of  Hoya,  towards 
the  ]«tt(^  iwd  pf  February,  1758.  Having  beer^ 
detaebed  with  four  battalions,  some  light  troops 
and  dragoons  to  dislodge  the  count  de  Cbabot 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town,  he  piissed 
the  Weser  at  Bremen,  with  a  part  of  bis  detach- 
mentf  while  the  rest  advanced  on  the  other  side  of 
tb#  riyer,  and  the  enemy  having  been  attacked  in 
6mt  and  r^,  were  in  a  little  time  forced  ^nd 
thrown  iqto  confusion*  The  bridge  having  been 
abandoned,  and  near  700  men  taken  prisoners,  the 
OQimt  de  Chabot  thr^w  himself  with  two  batta- 
lions into  the  castle,  but  was  soon  obliged  to  sur- 
render Qn  terms  of  capitulation.  As  soon  as  Hoya. 
was  reduced,  he  marched  to  attack  Minden,  which 
h$|  invested  on  the  15th  of  Marcb»  and  on  the  l6tb 
tb^  gafrispn  surrendered  at  discretion.  He  was 
lij^wisp  lextremfsly  active  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
French  when  they  were  Retreating  in  great  disor- 
der towards  the  Jlhine^    At  the  battle  of  Crevell, 

he  was  intrusted  by  prince  Ferdinand  witl^  the 
oommand  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  and  he 
evinced  equal  courage  and  ability  in  that  impwtan^ 
station.    Various  circumstances  having  det^mined 


pfiMe  F^rdinaiid  to  veptss  the  Rhine,  he  made 
his  ^sposifiom  for  ibrcitig'  the  strong  pass  of 
Wachendonky  vn  island  surrounded  by  the  Niers^ 
of  y«7  diffictilt  approach,  and  situated  exactly  in 
his  route  to  the  Rhine.  Thisi  senrioe  was  performed 
by  the  hereditary  prince,  who  pereeiving  that  the 
enemy  had  drawn  up  the  bridge,  mshed  into  the 
river  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  who  drove 
the  enemy  away  with  their  bayonets,  and  cleared 
the  bridge  for  the  passage  of  tlie  army  toVrards 
Rhinebergen. 

The  hereditary  prince  completed  the  success  of 
the  battle  of  Minden,  gained  by  prince  Ferdinand 
on  the  1st  of  August,  having  the  same  day  de- 
feated the  duke  de  Brisac,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Covelt,  and  by  that  victory  prevented  the 
marshal  de  Contades  from  making  his  retreat,  as 
intended,  by  the  defiles  of  Wittekendstein.  He 
next  attacked  Fulda,  and  defeated  the  duke  of 
Wirtemberg,  taking  four  battalions  prisoners,  with 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  two  pair  of  colours,  and  all 
their  baggage.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  the 
hereditary  prince-  was  detached  with  15^000  men 
ta'join  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  had  the  satisfac- 
tion to  fight  under  the  eye  of  that  great  com* 
mander  at  Freyburg,  in  Saxony. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  1760,  his  serene 
highness  began  his  march  from  'Cheinnitz,  in 
Saxony,  for  Westphalia.     In  the  month  of  May 
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he  was  detached,  with  some  battalions  of  grena- 
diers and  two  regiments  of  English  dragoons,  to 
Fulda,  where  he  surprised  and  took  several  parties 
of  the  enemy.  At  his  return  from  this  expedition 
he  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the  army,  and,  at  the 
battle  of  Corbach,  had  to  oppose  the  greatest 
efforts  of  marshal  Broglio  and  the  flower  of  the 
French  infantry ;  and  though  obliged  to  retreat, 
he  [maintained  his  reputation  by  repeated  proofs 
of  bravery  and  intelligence.  On  this  occasion  his 
serene  highness  received  a  slight  wound  in  the 
shoulder. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  the  hereditary  prince  set 
out  on  an  expedition  to  break  up  the  quarters  of  a 
French  detachment,  cantoned  at  Zirenberg,  at  a 
small  distance  from  the  French  camp.  He  marched 
with  so  miich  caution  and  secrecy,  and  all  his  mea- 
sures were  so  judiciously  taken,  that  the  troops  were 
surprised,  and  had  no  time  to  assemble  in  any  consi 
derable  numbers ;  but  having  fired  from  the  win- 
dows, the  allied  forces  broke  open  the  houses,  and 
put  to  the  sword  or  made  prisoners,  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  party.  The  prisoners  brought  away  by 
the- allies  amounted  to  400  men,  including  40  of- 
ficers, besides  two  pieces  of  cannon.  This  nocturnal 
attack,  in  which  the  British  troops  distinguished 
themselves,  was  regarded  by  military  men  at  the 
time,  as  one  of  the  best  lessons  for  a  similar  exploit 
that  had  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  war. 


C     T    ] 

While  the  war'  was  carried  on  merely  by  small 
detadiments,  and  prince  Ferdinand  and  marshal 
Broglio  were  practising  every  means  to  conceal  from 
each  other  their  real  projects ;  prince  Ferdinand's 
design  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  marshal . 
with  France,  by  the  Lower  Rhine,  was  made  known 
in  the  month  of  September,  by  the  march  of  the 
hereditary  prince  through  Westphalia,  at  the  head 
of  twenty  battalions  and  as  many  squadrons.     On 
his  march  he  surprised  part  of  a  detachment  under 
General  Fischer,  crossed  the  Rhine  at  Dusseldorff, 
Rees,  and  Emmerick,  advanced  to  Cleves,  forced 
its  garrisbn  to  surrender  prisoners  of  war,  and  in- 
vested Wesel  on  both  banks  of  the  Rhine.     But 
his  measurer  in  this  well-concerted  enterprise  were 
defeated,  Wesel  having  been  secretly  supplied  with 
provisions,  ammunition,   and  troops,  and  the  rains 
and  overflowing  of  the  Rhine,  having  impeded,  and 
ultimately  frustrated,  all  the  operations  of  the  siege. 
As  soon  as  the  prince  was  informed  of  the  march 
of  the  marquis  de  Castries,  he  set  out  to  encounter 
him  by  forced  marches,  and  arrived,  October  14,  at 
Rhynberg,   where  his    light   troops  were   posted. 
This  position  they  were  compelled  to  abandon,  not- 
withstanding all  the  efforts  of  his  serene  highness, 
who  commanded   in   person,  and  exposed  himself 
with  great  intrepidity  in  the  warmest  parts  of  the 
engagement      The  enemy,  leaving  five  battalions 
and  some  squadrons  at  Rhynberg,  marched  by  the 
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cfti,  and  encamped  at  Qostereamp^  neaor  tW  eon- 

TentofCampea. 

The  hereditarf  prince^  i^  ikcMn  beiog  discouiag^ 
by  his  previous  unsuccessful  attempts,,  resolved  to 
try  to  surprise  the  French  in  their  camp.    For  this 
purpose  he  began  hi&  march  about  ten  a*dock  ia 
the  evening  of  October  15,  leaving  a  strong  force 
under  general  Bock,  ^  with  instructions  to  observe 
Rbynberg,  and  attack  that  post,  in  case  the  attempt 
en  Clostercamp  should  succeed     His  march  was 
so  well  conducted,  that  he  arrived  within  sixty 
paces  of  the  front  of  the  French  caqip  without  bet- 
ing perceived  by  any  of  their  sentinels  or  out-posts, 
when  an  ofiScer  of  the  regiment  of  Auvergne  was 
stopped,  and  ordered,  with  fixed  bayonets  presented 
to  his  breast,  to  be  silent ,  but  he,  nobly^referring 
his  duty  to  his  life,  exclaimed :  **  Auvergne,  here  is 
the  enemy  !"  The  alarm  was  repeated  by  the  senti- 
nels; the  French  ran  to  arms^  and  defended  them, 
selves  with  so  much  bravery  and  resolution,  that 
the  hereditary  princct  whose  horse  was  killed  under 
him,  after  repeated  attacks,  seeing  no  prospect  of 
success,  thought  proper  to  give  orders  for  a  retreat, 
which  was  effected  without  confusion.     The  day 
following,,  the  enemy  attacked  the  advanced  body 
of  the  allies,  posted  in  a  wood  before  £1  verick,  and 
extended  along  the  Rhine;  while  another  column 
of  the  French  army  marched  through  Walack,  and 
took  post  among  the  thickets  at  the  distance  of  a 
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i|ufltrter  of  a  leagae^  in  front  of  the  prince's  trmj. 
His  position,  in  consequence  of  this  movement^  btf- 
eune  every  day  moi^  cdtical  and  dangerous,  and 
the  Rhine  being  swelled  by  the  rain,  abd  the  banks 
overflown,  it  was  necessary  to  repair  the  bridge  ocf 
fxmtoons.  Which  had  been  thrown  over  that  river 
lower  down.  This  work  was  performed  in  sight  of 
the  ^lemy,  and  the  prince^  passing  without  molea- 
tation,  proceeded  to  Briiymen,  where  he  fixed  bn 
head-quarters.  This  passage  of  the  Rhine  under 
the  eye  of  a  victorious  army,  and  superior  to  him  in 
numbers^  was  regiurded  as  a  very  masterly  effort  of 
generalship. 

In  the  month  df  September  while  the  prince  was 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shermbeck,  a 
body  of  the  enemy  attempted  to  force  his  quarters; 
but,  by  well-combined  dispositions,  he  routed  them, 
with  the  loss  of  800  men ;  after  which  he  joined 
the  main  army  undeir  prince  Ferdinand.  At  this 
period  the  French  were  masters  of  the  whole  terri* 
tory  of  Hesse,  and  enjoyed  extensive  winter-quar^ 
ters,  abundantly  provided  with  all  necessary  provi- 
sions, and  well  secured  by  fortified  places,  while 
prince  Ferdinand  hud  been  forced  to  retire,  about 
the  middle  of  December,  into  winter-quarters  at 
Uslar  and  Paderborne,  in  a  narrow  and  exhausted 
country.  Sensible  of^  the  inconvenience  of  his  own 
situation,  and  of  the  adv^itage  the  enemy  possess* 
ed  over  him,  he  resolved  to  strike  the  first  blow« 
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stopped  the  progress  of  the  French  armies.    They 
attacked  him  three  times  on  the  Blise,  and  were  as 
often  repulsed  with  considerable  loss.    His  mili- 
tary talents  were  also  eminently  displayed  after 
the  two  French  armies  under  Pichegru  and  Hoche 
had  forced  the  lines  of  Weissemburg,  and  defeated 
the  Austrian  army,  who  fled  in  the  greatest  dis- 
order over  the  Rhine,  having  their  retreat  protected 
only  by  corps  of  Cond6,    On  this  occasion  the 
duke  of  Brunswick  proved  himself  a  worthy  elevf 
of  the  grieat  Frederick.    By  his  prudent  and  bold 
manoeuvres  he  stopped  the  progress  of  the  French 
armies,  saved  the.  Austrians  irom  inevitable  de- 
struction, and  after  having  held  the  French  in  check 
for  a  sufficient  time,  he  retired  slbwly  to  Mentz^ 
and  put  the  troops  into  winter  quarters.    After 
this  event,  1794,  the  duke  resigned  his  situation  ia 
the  army  to  field  marshal  Mollendorff. 

In  the  war  between  France  and  Prussia,  during 
Bonaparte's  sway,  the  duke  of  Brunswick  was 
again  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  his  Prus- 
sian majesty's  forces.  In  this  capacity  he  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Auerstadt ;  and  exerting 
himself  according  to  the  acknowledgment  of  his 
enemies,  with  the  most  heroic  courage  to  turn  the 
fortune  of  the  day,  he  was  wounded  by  a  cannon- 
ball  in  the  forehead,  which  deprived  him  of  his  eye- 
sighty  and  obliged  him  to  be  carried  off  th6  field  of 
battle.    He  was  at  first  taken  to  Brunswick,  but. 
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on  the  approach  of  the  French,  he^emoved  from 
that  cit}%  and  took  refiige  in  Altona,  in  the  Danish 
territory,  having  assumed  the  title  of  count  of 
Werdtheim.  Soon  after,  October  25,  1806,  the 
House  of  Brunswick  was  dechred  to  have  lost  the 
sovereignty  of  its  ancestors.  The  anxiety- and  dis* 
tress  of  the  duke's  mind  at  the  irretrievable  calami- 
ties that  had  befallen  his  country,  probably  added 
to  the  serious  injury  in  the  nature  of  his  wound, 
and  hastened  the  death  of  this  distinguished  and  la- 
mented veteran,  who  died,  November  10,  a  few  days 
previous  to  the  entrance  of  the  French  into  Ham- 
burgh. He  escaped  the  pain  of  knowing  the  cala- 
mities which  resulted  from  the  battle,  having,  from 
the  moment  of  his  wound,  been  totally  insensible 
to  every  thing  about  him.  His  son,  the  duke  of 
Brunswick-Oels,  who  capitulated  with  general 
Blucher,  and  so  heroically  defended  the  gate  of 
Luthick,  arrived  at  his  father's  house  the  day  after 
his  death.  His  horses  were  sold  by  public  auction, 
on  the  18th,  his  jewels  and  other  effects  on  the 
15th.  His  body  was  opened  and  embalmed  on  the 
12th.  On  opening  the  skull  it  was  found  that 
the  wound  would  certainly  and  inevitably  have 
proved  mortal  from  the  first.  His  heart  was  pre- 
served in  a  silver  box.  His  remains,  dressed  in  the 
regimentals  of  the  Brunswick  dragoons,  booted 
and  spurred,  with  a  large  Prussian  cocked  hat,  and 
on  the  left  breast  the  star  and  insignia  of  the  British 


[    18    ] 

c^olphas.  :  'Hie  third  brother,  prince  Albert  {I911- 
i^^  was  slain  at  khe.  age  of  18|  on  the  20tb  of  July, 
17O1;  ink  skirmish  with  a  body  of  French  troops. 
Duke  Charles's  third  daughter,  Elizabeth  Chris- 
tina Ulrica,  was  married  to  Frederick  4th,  king  of 
FnKBJi^iay  by  whom  he  had  her  R,  H.  the*  present 
dudiess  of  York, 

4.'Tiie  benign  qualities  of  the  excell^t  Prince  Leo- 
pold, duke  Charles's  youngest  jon,  were  prevent- 
ed ifrom  beaming  forth 'to  bless  mankind,  by  a  ca<- 
4sstiropfae  of  the  most  distressing  nature,  thust^- 
ted  in  the  Leyden  Gazette,  about  the  beginning 
©f  May  1786.:  \.:  , 

^•«  We  have  within  these  few  days  eiiiperienbed 
4he  greatest  calamities,  by  the  overflowing  of  the 
(Ddef,  which  burst  its  baiiksin  several  places^  and 
eafried  away  houses,  bridges^  and  every  thing  that 
topposed  its  coarse.  :  Kumbers  of  people  Jo^t  their 
lives  an. this  rapid*  inundalion ;  but  of  all  the  apci- 
dehtas  rising  finom  it^  none  was  so  ^[enerally  lajyierit- 
ed  aa  thedealh  of  ihe  good  prince  JLeopold  of 
Brunswifek;  This  {amiajble  iierspnage  standing,  at 
thetadecf  the  river,  a  wivman  threw  herself  at  Jbis 
feet,  beseechinjg  him  to  give  orders  for  some  persoos 
tx>go  to.the  rescue  of  herffik»ldren,whom9  bewildered 
by  the  sudden  dan^i^ek'^  she  had  left  behind  her.  in 
the  bouse;  aome'loldierswliio  were  also  in  the  same 
place  were  cryilig  for  help.: ; :  The  prince  endeavour- 
ed to  procure  a  flat  bottomed  boat,  but  no  one 
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ootald  be^nd  to  Tentuie  acro^  the  ri««»  ts^en 
though  the. prince,  offered  liu'ge  sums' ^  xooney, 
iod  promised  to  share  the  .danger.  .  At  Jiuit;  mored 
bf  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate  mhabitaatsof.the 
suburb,  and  led  by  the  sentiment  of  his  own  bene- 
v<dent  heart,  he  took  the  resolution  of  going  to 
then:  assistance  himself.  Those  who  were  about 
him  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him  from  this  hazard- 
ous enterprise,  but  touched  to  the  soul  by  the 
dista-ess  of  the  miserable  people,  he  replied  in  the 
following  words ;  ^  What  am  I  more  than  either 
fou  or  they  ?  I  am  a  man  like  yourselves,  and  no- 
thing ought  to  be  attended  to  here  but  the  voice 
of  humanity.**  Unshaken  therefore  in  his  resolu- 
tion, he  immediately  embarked  with  three  water- 
men in  a  small  boat,  and  crossed  the  river ;  the  boat 
did  not  want  the  three  lengths  of  the  bank,  when 
it  struck  against  a  tree,  and  in  an  instant  they  all 
together,  with  the  boat,  disappeared.  A  few  mi- 
nutes after  the  prince  rose  again,  and  s«ipported 
himself  a  short  time  by  taking  hold  of  a  tree,  but 
the  violence  of  the  current  soon  bore  him  down,  and 
he  never  appeared  more.  The  boatmen,  more  for* 
tunate,  were  every  one  saved,  and  the  prince  alone 
became  the  victim  of  his  own  humanity.  The 
whole  city  was  in  a£9iction  for  the  loss  of  this 
truly  amiable  prince,  whose  humility,  gentleness 
of  manners,  and  compassionate  disposition  endear- 
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punctilios  of  a  court  kept  ^ce  in  awe  and  ber  Se- 
rene Highness  was  always  surrounded  with  female 
companions.  In  short,  the  court  of  Brunswick 
was  more  remarkable  for  its  levity  than  for  its  im- 
morality, and  for  its  hospitality  more  than  for  its 
pageantry.  The  majority  of  her  female  compa^ 
nions  were  old  ladies,  whose  formal  manners  ill  ac- 
corded with  the  unreserved  vivadty  of  youth ;  but 
with  her  young  female  companions  she  was  always 
happy  and  merry.  -It  should  be  remarked,  that 
pride,  however  necessary  it  may  be  deemed  by 
some,  in  exalted  characters,  was  whoUy  abolished 
from  the  court  of  Brunswick;  therefore  her*  se- 
«,ne  Wghnes,  frequently  convened  with  many 
of  her  domestics,  or  humble  attendants,  a  conde- 
scension which  would  be  considered  highly  derogbi 
tory  to  the  dignity  of  an  English  prince&s;  sh^' 
was  consequently  beloved  by  all  classes  of  hi^ 
country  people ;  and  this  lofve  her  Highness  evi- 
dently  preferred  to  that  respect  which  is  extorted 
by  superciliousness. 

Her  serene  highness  was  fond  of  music;  she 
participated  in  all  the  innocent  amusements  of  her 
country,  and  chiefly  devoted  her  [leisure  hours  Id 
mechanical  pursuits.  Several  ingenious  toys,  bas-^ 
kets,  &c.  have  been  made  and  worked  ;by  her 
serene  highness.  During  her  domestic  occtij^- 
tions,  her  beauty  attracted  the  notice  of  strangers,- 
and  their  cursory  compliments  were  generally  re- 
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odved  with  characteristic  politeness  which  mig^t 
be  termed  familiarity  by  those  who  were  unac* 
qiudi^ted  with  the  manners  and  ceremonies  of 
Brunswick*  Her  serene  highnesss  always  ex- 
pressed a  partiality  for  the  ^*  good  and  brave  En- 
glish/ as  she  always  styled  them.  Some  months 
after  the  French  Revolution  she  had  an  interview 
with  her  cousin^  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York» 
and  from  that  time,  an  alliance  with  this  illustrious 
&mily  began  to.be  contemplated ;  which  was  strong- 
ly recommended  by  the  duchess  of  Brunswick. 
The  marriages  of  potentates^  however,  are  general- 
ly brought  about  by  motives  of  state  policy ;  in- 
deed tiie  nuuriage  of  the  heir  apparent  of  the  Bri- 
tifeh  crown  has  always  been  considered  of  the  high- 
est national  importance.  At  this  time  his  R.  H« 
the  Prince  of  Wales  laboured  under  a  load  of  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments ;  and  his  majesty  perempto- 
rily refused  to  discharge  his  debts.  Greatly  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  nation,  he  consented  to  ac- 
cept the  hand  of  her  serene  highness ;  though  it 
had  been  generally  supposed  that  his  Royal  High 
ness  was  averse  to  marriage,  and  better  satisfied 
with  ^^  diibencumbered,  anti-matrimonial  love, "  as 
he  bad  resisted^  for  some  time  all  proposals  that 
were  made  to  him  on  this  subject 

On  the  morning  of  the  SOth  of  December  1 794, 
the  Princess  of  Wales  (as  her  serene  highness 
now  became  by  contract)  accompanied  by  the  duch- 
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€^  her  mother  and  attended  by  an  immense  retl^ 
nue  lefl  Brmiswick  amidst  the  tears  and  acclama- 
tioM  of  the  populace.  On  their  arrival  at  Fietia 
the  Duchess  was  taken  ill,  biit  soon  recovered  so 
as  to  be  able  proceed  to  the  palace  of  Helinghousen, 
near  Hanovef,  where  their  Royal  Highnesses  dined. 
By  easy  stages  they  reached,  Osnaburg  oit  the  3rd. 
of  January^  1795,  where  they  Were  met  by  a  mes- 
senger from  Lord  St.  Helens,  announcing  the  re- 
turn of  Commodore  Payne's  Squadnm  to  England 
and  the  danger  of  ent^ng  Holland  during  the 
present  critical  epoch.  The  Bishop's  Palace  had 
been  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the  royal  visitors. 
After  a  stay  of  a  few  weeks  at  Hanover,  where 
their  Royal  Highnesses  had  been  invited  by  the 
Regency  for  the  sake  of  better  accommodation,  they 
proceeded  to  Cruxhaven ;  and  having  embarked  on 
board  his  majesty's  ship  Jupiter  on  the  S8th.  of 
March,  they  sailed  from  thence  the  following  mor- 
ning with  a  strong  convoy  and  on  the  5tb.  of  ApHI^ 
about  noon,  lafided  safe  and  in  perfect  health  at 
Greenwich ;  whence  the  Princess  of  Wales  proceed- 
ed to  his  majesty's  palace  at  St.  James's  where  she 
arrived  between  two  or  three  o'deck  in  the  after^ 
noon. 

Great  preparations  were  made  for  the  reception 
of  her  Royal  Highness  and  a  present  of  valuable 
jewels  provided  for  the  princess  which  was  manu- 
factured by  Mr.  Jeffreys,  then  one  of  tlie  Prince  of 
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eller  first  submitted  to  the  queen's  inspection,  weie 
not  deemed  sufficiently  costly  for  the  purpose,  and 
others  of  double  their  value  were  provided  by  her 
majesty's  express  desire. 

The  marriage  of  the  royal  pair  was  anxiously 
looked  for  by  all  the  people  of  the  united  king- 
dom— an  event  which,  it  was  fondly  anticipated, 
would  tend  to  the  happiness  of  the  whole  country. 
On  Wednesday  evening,  the  8th  of  April,  these 
royal  nuptials  took  place  at  8  o'clock :  there  was 
a  very  numerous  and  brilliant  assemblage  of  no* 
bility  and  gentry  in  the  public  apartments  at  St. 
James's,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  marriage 
of  his  R  H.  George  Prince  of  Wales  with  the 
Princess  Caroline  of  Brunswick.  Those  who  were 
invited  to  the  drawing  room  assembled  at  seven. 

About  half  past  eight  the  necessary  regulations 
having  been  made,  and  the  arrangements  formed 
for  the  occasion,  the  procession  began  to  move 
and  proceeded  with  a  solemn  splendor  to  the  ch  a^ 
pel  royal : 

Drums  and  Trumpets^ 

Kettle  Drums^ 

Serjeant  Trumpeter, 

t?ho  filed  off  at  the  door  of  i\ie  Chapel. 

Si  r  Clement  Cottrell  Dormer,  Master  of  theCercmoni«t* 

Her  Highness's  gentleman  usher  between  two  senior  Heraldil. 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Greville,  his  majesty's  Vice  CEamberlain. 

E 
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Marquis  of  Salisbaiy^  his  Majesty's  Lord  Chamberlaiti. 
The  two  Lady  Stewarts^  daughters  to  the  Ei^l  of  Gallowty^ 
stsewed  flowers. 

THE  PRINCESS, 
In  her  nuptial  habit,  namely :  A  royal  robe,  silver  tissue  petti- 
coat, covered  with  silver  Venetian  net  and  silver  tassels ;  bodjr 
and  train  of  silver  tissue,  ^Iratooned  on  each  side  with  large  cord 
and  tassels ;  sleeves  and  tippet  fine  point  lace,  and  the  bands  df 
the  sleeves  embroider^  with  plumes  of  feathers ;  a  royal -mantle 
of  crimson  velvet,  silver  cord  and  tassels,  trimmed  with  ermine. 
Her  Royal  Highness  was  ]ed  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence, 

And  attended  by 
The  Marchioness  of  Townsendi 
The  Countess  of  Jersey,  ,^ 

The  Countess  of  Caernarvon, 
The  Countess  of  Cholmondeley. 
Ladies  of  her  Royal  Highness's  Households 
IVain  supported  by  her  Maids  of  Honor. 
Miss  Colman,  Misb  Erskine, 

Miss  Poyntz,  Miss  Bruhl^ 

AH  in  Virgin  Habits. 
These  were  followed  by 
Lady  Maiy  Osborne,  Lady  Car.  Villiers, 

Lady  Char.  Spencer,  Lady  Char.  Legge, 

iBi^ide's  Maids  to  her  Royal  Highness. 
Dressed  all  alike,  viz :  A  crape  petticoat,  embroidered  with 
silver  spangles  and  stripes  of  silver  foil,  with  fringe  and  tassel ; 
white  satin  body  and  train,  trimmed  with  silver  fringe,  festooned 
with  silver  cord  and  tassels ;  the  cap  embroidered,  silver  bandeau 
and  spangled  crape,  trimmed  with  kurel  and  the  Prince's  plume. 
I&  Clement  Cottrell  Dormer,  Master  of  the  Ceremonies,  with 
Sir  Francis  Molyneuz,  Gentleman  Usher>  retired  to  the  places 
aligned  them. 
Marquis  of  Salisbury^  Lord  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Charles  Greville, 
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Vice  Giambed«ni  the  two  Heraldic  with  the-drums  aftd  tnimpeti^ 
ntiimed  for  the  Bridegroom's  pfooestioii. 

Frooession  of  the  Prince,  in  the  same  order  as 
that  of  the  Princess,  with  the  addition  of  the  officers 
of  his  Royal  Highness's  Household. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  PRINCE  OF  WALES, 

In  his  Collar  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter, 

Supported  by  the  Bachelor  Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Rozborougfa. 

The  Procession  then  returned  as  before,  to  attend 
his  Majesty  in  the  following  order : 

Drums  and  Trumpets,  as  before. 

The  Knight  Marshal 

Pursuivants. 

Heralds. 

Dukes  of  Portland  and  Leeds, 

Duke  of  Dorset,  L.  S.  of  the  Household. 

Provincial  Kings  of  Arms. 

Earl  Chatham,  Lord  Privy  Seal, 

Earl  Mansfield,  L.-  P.  of  the  C. 

Bishop  of  London,  L.  Chancellor. 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Sir  J.  Heard,  Garter, 

Principle  K.  of  Arms,  with  his  sceptre; 

Duke  of  Norfolk,  Earl  Marshal,  with  his  staff. 

Princes  of  the  blood  Royal. 

V.  Chamb.  of   r       ^        ,    ^  ^  ")    L.  Chamb.  of 

i       Sword  of  State.       > 
the  Household  I  3  the  Household 

HIS  MAJESTY, 

In  the  Collar  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter. 

Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard. 

Colonel  of  the  Life  Guards  in  waiting. 

Viscount  Falmouth,  Captain  of  the  Band  of  Gentlemen  Pensioners* 

The  Lord  of  the  Bedchamber  in  waiting. 


c 
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Gent 
Usher. 


.{ 


}Gent 
Usher. 
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A  Grooi^  of  the  fiedchamber  in  waiting. 

William  Price^  Esq.  V.  Chamb.  to  the  Qaeen« 

Lord  Hai^urt^  the  Queen'e  Master  of  the  Horse. 

«ER  MAJESTY, 

In  the  following  dress : 

A  silv^  tissue  petticoat,  with  the  drapery  embroidered  with 

white  and  gold,  ornamented  with  and  green  silver  laurel ;  a 

gold  tissue  body  and  train,  trimmed  with  green  and  silver 

laurel^ 

Lord  Morton,  the  Queen's  Lord  Chamberlain, 

Their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Princesses, 

Supported  severally  by  the  Gentlemen  Ushers. 

Ladies  of  her  Majesty's  Bedchamber. 

Maids  of  Honor. 

Women  of  the  Bedchamber. 

The  Princess  Royal  wore : 

A  gold  and  purple  embroidery,  with  gold  drapery,  and  fca* 

tooned  with  gold,  and  laurel  cord  and  tassels. 

Princess  Augusta, 
A  crape  embroidered  silver  train,  and  drapery,  striped  with 
green  foil  and  silver,  with  wreaths  of  rose  colour  and  silver 
flowers; 

Princesses  Elizabeth  and  Sophia. 
A  crape  embroidered  with  white  and  gold  wreathes  of  puipl^ 
foil  and  flowers. 

Upon  entering  the  chapel  her  rayal  highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales  was  conducted  by  the  ladies 

4 

of  the  bedchamber^  to  a  seat  provided  for  the  oo« 
casion^  on  the  right  hand,  nearly  opposite  the  altar,- 
but  at  the  extreme  end,  attended  by  the  maids  of 
honor.  The  prince  was  led  by  the  bachelor  dukes 
to  a  similar  seat,  in  a  line  with  her  royal  highness^ 
on  the;  Iqft  side  of  the  chapel ;  next  to  whom  sat 
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the  queeD«  her  lord  chamberlain,  vice  chamberlain^ 
and  master  of  the  horse,  standing  behind  her.  The 
king  was  seated  on  the  right  hand  of  the  princess, 
attended  by  the  lord  of  the  bedchamber,  who  stood 
behind  his  majesty;  and  the  lord  who  bore  the  sword 
of  state,  and  tHe*  lord  chamberlain,  on  the  r^ht  and 
left  of  him,  the  latter  having  the  vice  chancellor 
near  him.  The  princesses  were  seated  with  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  close  by  their  majesties. 

The  persons  in  the  procession  occupied  the 
several  places  appointed  for  them,  all  of  whom 
were  standing. 

The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  assisted  by  the  Bishop 
of  London ;  during  the  solemnization  of  which  the 
princess  was  attended  by  her  bride's  maids ;  and 
the  prince  by  the  bachelor  dukes.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  ceremony  the  royal  pair  returned  to 
their  respective  seats,  and  their  majesties  ascended 
an  elegant  throne,  erected  for  the  occasion,  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  altar;  when  an  anthem  was 
performed ;  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
bishop  of  London,  standing  during  this  time, 
the  former  on  the  right,  and  the  latter,  on  the  left 
side  of  the  altar. 

The   return   of  the  procession   commenced  as 
soon  as  the  anthem  was  finished,  in  the  following 

* 

order : 
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Drums  and  Trdmpets  as  befoia 

Master  of  the  CeremomesL 

The  Princess's  Gentleman  Usher^^  between  two  Heralds. 

His  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

Leading  the  Princess,  and  attended  by 

The  Diikes  of  Beaufort  and  Leeds. 

His  Majesty,  preceded  and  attended  by  ike  great  officers,  m 

the  manner  in  which  he  went  to  the  Chiqpel. 
Her  Majesty  and  the  Princesses  followed  in  the  order  as  befiire. 

The  procession  then  filed  off  at  the  door  of  the 
apartments  whence  it  set  out,  and  the  drawing* 
room  immediatly  commenced,  which  was  numer- 
ously, and  brilliantly  attended.  Their  majesties 
and  their  royal  highnesses  received  the  congratijda- 
tions,  and  compliments,  of  the  nobility,  &c, 

The  stadtholder  and  his  family  were  in  the  king's 
closet  during  the  celebration  of  the  nuptials.  The 
chapel  was  most  superbly  fitted  up :  it  was  papered 
in  a  style  to  imitate  crimson  velvet. 

The  royal  family,  particularly  the  queen,  ap- 
peared highly  delighted  at  the  union  of  the  prince, 

to  such  9  **  DISTINGUISHED  ORNAMENT  OF  HER 
3EX,  FOR  BEAUTY,  GRACE,  AND  MENTAL  ENDOW- 
MENTS—ONE, in  short,  combining   every  re- 

QUISITE  TO  RENDER  HER  WORTHY  OF  BEING  THE 
BRIDE  OF   THE   HEIR  APPARENT  OF   THE   CROWN 

OF  Great  Britain:**  Such  was  the  language  of 
the  prints  of  the  day,  and  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  \yrere,  that  the  chronicle  of  this  auspicious 
event  would  be  handed  down  to  distant  ages. 
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When  the  drawing-room  dosed^  the  royal  fami  • 
]y,  with  the  bride  and  bridegroom,  and  the  several 
lords  and  ladies  in  attendance,  went  to  Bucking- 
ham house  to  supper,  where  a  splendid  entertain- 
toent  was  providied  by  the  queen  for  th6  royal  pain 
Tbe  stadthoider  and  his  family  supped  with  the 
royal  family.  About  12  o'clock  the  prince  and 
princess  retired  to  Carlton  house,  where  their  royal 
highnesses  slept.  There  were  some  new  carriages 
exhibited,  and  the  dresses  at  court  were  extremely 
brilliant.  The  servants  of  his  royal  highness  wore 
new  liveries,  ot  onCe  neat  and  grand  in  appearance, 
with  feathers  in  their  hats« 

The  celebration  of  the  marriage  ceremony  was 
announced  to  the  public  in  the  evening  by  the  fir- 
ing of  the  guns  in  the  park  and  at  the  tower ;  the 
latter  all  round  the  line. 

The  illuminations  were  general  irt  every  quarter, 
and  truly  magnificent :  they  were  every  where  vo- 
luntary, and  not  enforced,  as  on  some  occasions,  by 
the  hard  and  severe  mandates  of  a  mob,  which  ren- 
dered the  compliment  general.  The  theatres,  sub- 
scription houses,  public  offices,  &c.  were  beyond  de- 
scription, superb.  There  were  no  disturbances  or 
accidents,  for  the  mobility  on  this  night,  though 
they  paraded  the  streets  to  a  late  hour,  preserved  a 
decency  and  decorum  worthy  the  character  of  En- 
glishmen, and  well  suited  to  the  happy  occasion. 
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An  abundance  of  fire-i;rork$  were  displayed  through 
out  the  metropolis. 

The  n^xt  morning  the  royal  pair  were  visted  by 

« 

the  king  and  queen,  previous  to  their  setting  out 
for  Windsor^  whither  they  were  followed  by  their 
royal  highnesses^  who  spent  that  day  with  his  ma* 
je,sty. 

The  city  addresses  to  their  majesties,  April  17,  ^ 
"  on  the  auspicious  nuptials  of  his  royal  highjiesa 
the  prince  of  Wales  with  her  serene  highness  the 
princess  of  Brunswick,"  contained  their  warmest 
congratulations.  The  following  was  the  city  ad- 
dress : 

To  his  B.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

April  25. 

"  May  it  please  Your  Royal  Highness, 
•'  The  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of 
the  city  of  London,  in  common  council  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  royal  highness  on 
your  recent  marriage  with  her  serene  highness  the 
princess  Caroline  of  Brunswick. 

"  It  'is  with  extreme  pleasure  and  gratification 
that  we  behold  your  royal  highness  so  impressed 
with  affection  towards  his  majesty's  most  dutiful 
and  loyal  subjects,  as  to  form  the  present  happy 
alliance  with  a  princess,  illustrious  in  rank,  and 
possessing  every  engaging  quality  of  the  hearty 
suited  to  the  important  station  she  fills,  and  calcu^, 
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I»te4  to  i?ei»Hner^e,  with  ix>njugal  feKcity,  the 
falgh  hoBour  of  your  royal  bigbness's  affection  and 
choice. 

"  The  prospect,  by  tbui  iUttstricJus  event,  of  per- 
petuating the  virtues  of  your  royal  hou«e  to  pos- 
terity^ who  $baU  know,  equidly  with  ourselves,  how 
to  value  the  mild  monarchy  so  admirably  inter* 
wov^i  with  our  mo3t  excellent  constitution,  forms 
a  material  part  of  our  happiness^ 

<<  Depending,  a9  good  sulge0ts  evec  must,  on  the 
virtues  of  the  royal  breast,  as  essential  to  the  splen* 
dour  of  the  throne  and  the  prosperity  of  a  people, 
it  is  matter  of  great  consolation  to  us  to  reflect  up- 
on the  invaluable  example  of  yout  royal  father, 
which,  oonfirming  the  many  graceful  and  amiable 
qualifications  of  your  own  mind,  cannot  but  com- 
plete the  royal  character,  and,  in  the  fulness  of 
time,  must  make  your  future  people  happy. 

**  May  your  illustrious  consort  long  enjoy  her 
exalted  situation,  and  may  a  numerous  progeny, 
from  this  auspicious  union,  transmit  the  blessings 
under  which  we  live,  to  the  end  of  time.*' 

(Sigwi  by  Order  9f  the  Court)  RIX. 

« 

His  Royal  Highnesses  Answer. 

^  My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

"  I  am  truly  sensible  of  this  mark  of  attention  in 

the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 

of  London  in  common  council  assembled.  1  return 

them  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  congratulationa 

r 
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&h  the  occasion  of  my  marriage ;  and  it  ^ves  me 
peculiar  satisfaction  thiit  they  take  so  warm  an  in- 
terest in  this  event  I  am  much  gratified  by  the 
expressions  of  their  affectionate  attachment,  which 
convey  so  strong  a  proof  of  their  loyalty  to  the  king» 
and  of  their  zealous  regard  for  my  happiness.^ 

His  royal  highness  received^  them  *with  the 
greatest  affability  and  irespect;  and  having  re- 
turned his  answer,  they  were  all  admitted  to  kiss 
his  royal  highness's  hand ,  they  Were  afterwatds  in- 
troduced to  his  royal  consort,  to  whom  they  pre^ 
sented  the  following  stddress  t 

To  her  Royal  Highness  the-  Princess. 
'*  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 
**  We,  liis  majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects^ 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  dty 
of  London,  in  common  council  assemMed,  tiake  the 
earliest  ripportunity  to  congratulate  your  royal 
highqess  on  the  happy  occasion  of  your  marlriage 
with  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales. 

''Added  to  the  intrinsic  virtues  of  your  royal  high* 
hess,  the  high  station  you  are  so  well  (qualified  to  ^ 
adom^and  your  alliance  with  so  distinguished  a  prince^  ' 
the  heir  apparent  of  these  happy  realms,  your  royal  ^ 
highness  has  also  powerful  claims  to  the  affection  ^ 
o(  a  grateful  people,  nearly  related  as  you  are  to  ^| 
our  most  gracious  sovereign,  the  father  of  his  sub*  Ik 
lects*  jit 

theUt  uadam^  the  faithful  subjects  <^  liy 


the  best  of  kings,  to  assure  your  royal  highness  of 
their  most  sincere  veneration  and  esteem,  and  to 
believe,  that  as  your  interest  is  now  united  with 
that  of  our 'amiable  prince,  your  happiness  will  be 
by  them  considered  and  consulted  as  one. 

"  Long  may  your  royal  highness  share  the  joy  of 
so  splendid  an  union,  and  may  our  latest  posterity 
receive  from  you  a  continuation  of  those  blessings 
which  only  can  be  experienced  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  beloved  and  virtuous  king. 

(Signed  by  Ordor  of  Court)  "  RIX.'* 

Her  Royal  Highnesses  Answer. 
My  Lord  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, , 
I  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  congratu- 
lations upon  an  event  so  interesting  to  my  happi- 
ness, and  so  grateful  to  my  feelingsr.  My  senti- 
ments will  ever  be  the  same  with  those  of  the 
prince,  and  they  have  been  already  better  express- 
ed to  you  by  him." 

They  had  also  the  honour  to  kiss  the  hand  of 
her  royal  highness,  whose  interesting  and  animated 
countenance .  delighted  every  spectator.  Indeed, 
the  looks  and  manners  of  her  royal  highness  evi- 
dently evinced  an  ardent  inclination  to  render  her- 
8elf  agreeable.  To  gratify  the  populace,  she  often 
appeared  at  the  window  in  St.  James's  palace,  and 
expressed  the  highest  admiration  of  the  English, 
w  ho  were  so  good  and  brave. 
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tfiAlM^ER  III 

i%e  Princess  of  Wales  and  Soyal  Fhmibf  visit 
Covent  Garden  Tke^fe—FHe  at  Frogmcre  in 
Celebration  of  the  Jfuptials—Provisio^h  granted 
by  Parliament  for  their  Royal  Highness%  and 
for  the  Discharge  of  the  Princes  Debts — Me- 
marks  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence — The  Princess 
Economy — Palse  Reports  of  the  Day^The 
Prayer  for  the  Royal  Family  altered  by  Axi" 
thority — Its  Inaccuracy, 

A  FEW  days  after  the  royal  marriage,  the 
prince  and  princess  of  Wales  accompanied  their 
majesties  and  five  princesses  to  Covent  Garden 
theatre,  to  see  "  Life's  Vagaries,**  and  "  Windsor 
Castle/'  As  it  was  the  first  time  of  the  princess  «tf 
Wales's  appearance  in  public,  every  part  of  the 
theatre  was  crowded  as  soon  as  the  doors  were  6pen« 
ed.  Their  royal  highnesses  entered  about  a  quar- 
ter past  six,  and  the  princess  was  received  with  the 
loudest  acclamations  of  joy  and  congratulation* 
The  princess  of  Wales  seemed  very  highly  to  enjoy 
the  scene :  she  was  highly  gratified  with  the  heart- 
felt tributes  of  applause,  which  she  received  for  the 
first  time  from  a  British  audience,  and  which  she 
repaid  by  the  most  enchanting  afFability  and  con* 
descension 
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In  celebration  of  the  royal  nuptials^  the  queen 
gave  a  grand  Ibte  at  Frogmore,  on  the  21st  of  M ayJ 
At  six  o^clodk  in  the  evening,  their  majesties  and 
the  princesses  went  there,  and  at  half  past  nine  they 
were  joined  by  the  prince  and  princess  of  Wales, 
and  the  duke  and  duchess  of  York.  The  ball  im- 
mediately comtnenced :  eleven  tables  were  laid  for 
^pper,  BXid  at  IS  o'clock  one  hundred  and  seventy 
persons  sat  down.  The  room  was  beautifully  de- 
obrated  %ith  artificial  flowers,  interwoven  with  bay 
leaves  running  up  the  pillars.  The  upper  part  of 
the  rooih  where  theii^  majesties  sat,  was  ornamented 
with  threfe  beautiful  paintings  of  flowers,  executed 
by  the  prltioe^  Elizabeth.  The^  ball  room  was  ele- 
gantly decorated  with  artificial  flowers,  and  the 
deling  was  painted  in  imitation  of  the  firmament, 
the  effect  of  which  was  uncommonly  fine.  In  the 
centre  of  the  room  was  an  elegant  white  and  silver 
feather,  with  the  initials,  G.  C.  P.  and  the  centre 
of  the  supper  room  was  decorated  with  a  beautiful 
transparent  star,  with  a  number  of  variegated  lamps, 
in  festoons.  The  dancing  recommenced  after  sup- 
per, and  the  rest  of  the  company  did  not  separate 
till  near  four  in  the  morning. 

The  ladies  were  universally  dressed  in  white, 
with  white  feathers  in  their  heads,  intermixed  with 
diamonds  The  gentlemen  were  generally  in  blue 
and  gold. 

At  this  time  the  greatest  harmony  prevailed,  and 
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ooththenobility'as  wellas  the  populaoefoncDy  antid- 
psited  that  the  royal  couple  would  have  enjoyed  toger 
ther  much  uninterrupted  felicity.  Some  days  after 
thenuptials,  a  message  was  received  from  his  nuajesty, 
on  the  subject  of  an  establishment  for  their  royal 
highnesses,  suitable  to  their  rank  and  dignity,  and 
-  which  would  enable  his  royal  highness  to  extricate 
himself  from  his  pecuniary  embarrassiaents.  The 
consideration  of  his  majesty's  message  occasioned 
son^e  debates  in  the  house  of  commons,  as  parlia- 
ment had  previously  (May  1787)  paid  his  royal 
highness's  debts,  when  ^V  his  m^esty  had  received 
from  his  royal  highness  the  strongest  assurances 
that  no  such  embarrassment  should  again  occur.**  : 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  proposed  ^  an 
augmentation  of  65,000/L  a  year,  3i5,0Q0L  of  which 
should  be  appropriated  to  the  extinction  of.  his 
debts,  with  13,000/.  a  year  arising  out  of  the  duchy 
of  Cornwallj^  to  be  erected  into  a  fund  of  compound 
interest  He  also  proposed  25,000/.  for  completing 
Carlton  house,  28,000/.  to  defray  the  preparatory 
expenses  of  the  marriage,  and  50,000/.  as  a  jointure 
to  her  royal  highness,  which  did  not  exceed  what 
was  formerly  granted  on  similar  occasions.  .  Ue 
then  stated  the  claims  on  bis  royal  highness  amount- 
ed nearly  to  630,000/.  On  the  nature  and  amount 
of  these  debts,  he  dwelt  with  much  becoming  seve- 
rity, though  he  lamented  the  necessity  he  was  qn- 
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der  of  animadverting  on  the  prodigality  which  had 
occasioned  them. 

On  the  1st  of  June>  Mr.  Anstruther  was  autho^ 
lized  on  the  part  of  his  royal  highness  to  express 
his  utmost  alacrity  and  readiness  to  acquiesce  in 
any  limitations  or  restrictions  which  the  wisdom  of 
the  house  might  think  it  proper  to  lay  down  for 
appropriating  a  part  of  his  income  to  the  liquida- 
tion of  his  debts.  The  prince  of  Wales^s  Esta- 
blishment Bill  having  passed,  the  commissioners 
appointed  for  discharging  the  debts  were,  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  for  the  time  be- 
ing, the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  master  of 
the  rolls,  the  master  of  his  majesty's  household,  the 
accomptant-geperal  of  the  high  court  of  chancery, 
and  the  surveyor-general  of  the  crown  lands. 

The  following  remarks  on  this  bill  were  made 
in  the  house  of  peers  by  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  Clarence. 

"  It  naturally"  and  properly  becomes  an  object 
to  grant  a  suitable  establishment  to  the  prince  on 
account  of  his  marriage.  In  granting  this  esta- 
blishment, It  may  be  supposed  that  the  prince  has 
now  come  at  an  age  at  which  he  is  fully  capable  of 
acting  for  himself,  and  will,  of  his  own  accord,  be 
disposed  to  take  measures  to  free  himself  from  any 
incumbrances  which  he  might  have  contracted. 
But  instead  of  this,  instead  of  allowing  him  the 
merit,  and  taking  measures  of  his  own  accord,  to 
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pay  his  creditora,  the  authors  of  *4he  bill  l«id  taken 
the  popularity  of  such  a  step  out  of  his  hands.  The 
other  provision,  Vfhxch  makes  the  different  officers 
of  hi?  royal  highnesses  household  responsible  for  the 
^:i^nsQ9  incurred  under  their  several  departipnents^ 
T  highly  approve*  I  ^nc^iy^  it  to  be  a  measure 
extremely  necessary  for  thp  dij(nity  and  comfort  of 
every  prince  of  Wales.  A  prince  of  Wales,  by  a 
p^rUcular  law«  became  of  age  at  eighteen,  while 

* 

every  other  subject  vr^s  not  of  age  tiU  twenty-one. 
A  young  ni^n  at  that  age»  when  the  passions  were 
at  th^  heights  ^nd  in  his  situation^  may  be  led  into 
expenses  beyond  hi^  inqome*  and  which  perhaps 
may  border  on  extravagance;  but  such  a  circum- 
stance  I  cannot  consider  as  a  serious  reflection  on  a 
young  man  of  eighteen. 

"  It  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  that  when 
the  prince  of  Wales's  marriage  was  agreed  upon, 
there  was  a  stipulation  that  he  should,  in  the  event 
of  that  u^io^f  l?je  exonerated  from  his  debts.  What 
could  his  royal  highni^^  understand  by  this  stipu* 
lation,.  but  thmt  measures  should  be  taken  for  the 
imipediate  exoneration  of  those  debts— ^not,  as  by 
the  provisions  o^  the  bill,  be  ^efl  hanging  over  for 
the  ^aoe  of  nine  years  and  a  half,  and- perhaps  even 
a  longer  period,'* 

.  Ailfcer  further  remarks  his  royal  highness  alluded 
to  the  situation  of  the  princess  of  Wales-f-''  a  lovely 
and  AMTABi.K  woman,  torn  Irpm  lier  family,  for 
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though  her  mother  was  the  king^s  sistar,  she  may 
still  be  said  to  be  torn  from  her  family,  byL  being 
removed  from,  all  her  early  connections.  What 
must  be  her  feelings  from  such  circumstances  at- 
tendant on  her  reception  in  a  countiy  where  she 
had  a  right  to  expect  every  thing  befitting  her  high 
rank»  and  the  exalted  station  to  which  she  was 
called.** 

The  prince  of  Wales  now  resolved  on  adopting 
an  economical  plan,  for  the  purpose  of  retrieving 
his  affidrs.    lA>rd  Cholniondeley  sent  a  circular  l6t<> 
terto  all  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  on  the  establish* 
orient  of  the  prince  and  princess  of  Wales^  that 
there  would  be  no  further  occasion  for  their  ser- 
vices.    To  this,  however,  there  were  these  excep- 
tions, viz. :  to  the  four  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber, 
the  marchioness  of  Townshend,  the  countesses  of 
Caernarvon,  Cholmondeley,  and  Jersey;   to  the 
earl  of  Jersey,  and  to  generals  Hulse  and  Lake. 
The  attendants  were  all  paid  their  salaries  up  to 
the  date  of  the  letter,  July  the  5th.     The  only  per- 
sons that  remained  on  the  establishment  of  their 
royal  highnesses  were  the  above-mentionad  ladies, 
generals  Hulse  and  Lake,  as  attendant  officers^ 
earl  of  Jersey^  as  master  of  the  horse,  with  a  salary 
of  £l,SOO  a  year,  and  the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  as 
master  of  the  household.     The  salary  of  the  latter 
was  fixed  at  £2,000  a  year,  but  his  Ic^dsbip  wrote 

to  the  prince,  that  he  should  be  proud  to  serve  his 
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Mjral  bighnefta  withoiit  emc^ument,  and  thit  in  faet 
he  oould  not  think  of  accepting  any  talaiy;  A  Vtty 
noble  example  this  of  aflfection  to  the  prince,  and 
of  the  most  disinterested  motives ! 

As  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales  was 
seldom  seen  in  public,  for  she  only  visited  the  win- 
ter theatres  a  second  time,  and  now  and  then  ap^ 
pearedinthe  Opera  House,  it  was  reported  that 
thef  economical  plan  of  the  prince  of  Wales  was  by 
no  means  agreeable  to  her.  Certainly,  as  the  duke 
of  Clarence  remarked,  this  amiable  woman^  torn 
from  her  family,  had  a  right  to  expect  every  thing 
befitting  her  high  rank — ^befitting  the  consort  of 
the  heir  apparent !  But  the  fallacy  of  this  report 
was  proved  by  her  own  voluntary  economy  and 
retirement,  when  this  amiable  woman  was  after- 
wards torn  from  all  that  was  dear  to  her!!!  ^  Her 
lion-appearance  in  public  at  this  time  must  be  as- 
cribed to  her  pregnancy;  for  though  her  royal 
highness  was  not  accustomed  to  the  punctilios  of 
an  English  court,  though  she  was  naturally  of  a 
gay  disposition,  yet,  according  to  the  £ishion  of  her 
own  country,  she  deemed  it  indecent  to  appear  of- 
ten in  public  at  such  a  time,  and  set  an  example 
worthy  of  English  matrons:  It  was  insinuated  by 
the  tongue  of  scandal,  that  the  debts  of  her  royal 
eonsort  gave  her  some  uneasiness,  particularly  as  ' 
Mn  Jefferys,  the  jeweller,  whose  demand  was  dis<- 
puted  by  the  commissioners,  published  a  %vere 
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painphlety  sissating  that  part  <^  his  demand  wai^ 
cash  lent  for  the  use  of  Mrs,  Fitzfaerbert,  aftier  the 
royal  nuptials  had  taken  place.  Some  charactam^ 
particularly  ladies  in  high  life,  are  very  industrious 
in  meddling  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  others,  and 
exaggeratii\g  every  little  foible;  this  probably  ii 
owing  to  their  having  so  much  leisure  time  on 
their  hands,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
spleen.  By  ladies  qf  this  description^  her  royal 
highness  was  pflen  surrounded,  and  improper  in- 
uendos  continually  dropped.  H^r  royal  highness's 
natural  vivacity  and  familiarity  prevented  her  from 
heing  on  her  guard,  and  whatever  responses  she 
made  to  the  tittle-tattle  of  the  day,  were  frequently 
misrepresented,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  vexa- 
tion and  dissatisfaction,  which  were  far  from  being 
the  characteristics  of  this — amiable  woman. 

Soon  after  tlie  royal  nuptials,  the  prayer  for  the 
royal  family  was  altered  by  authority,  and  the 
puhlic  prayed  for — "  their  royal  highnesses  George 
prince  of  Walesi  the  princess  of  Wales,  and  all 
the  royal  family.**  As  the  title  "  Royal  Highness,** 
was  not  meant  to  be  referred  to ^aU  the  family,  for 
that  would  render  the  second  roifal  a  tautology, 
but  to  the  two  first  only,  the  prince  and  princess 
of  Wales,  there  was  a  manifest  inaccuracy  in  the 
form.  Before  the  alteration,  the  prayer  was  for 
^  his  royal  highness  (ieorge  prince  of  Wales,  and 
all  the  royal  family,**  confining  the  title  to  the 
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prince  alon^  and  not  extending  it  to  tbe  other 
branches,  as  they  were  styled  the  **  royal  family," 
which  rendered  it  unnecessary.  The  substitution 
of  a  conjunction  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  order 
to  render  the  reading  correct :  ^*  their  royal  high- 
nesses George  prince  df  Wales,  and  the  princess  <^ 
Wales,  and  all  the  royal  family  •**   , 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Birth  of  her  royal  highness  the  princess  Charlotte 
— The  christening — Addresses  on  the  occasion-^ 
T%e  Prince  refuses  to  receive  the  congratulations 
of  the  City  of  London-^Conference  of  his  H.  £t 
xvith  the  Lord  Mayor. 

IN  the  course  of  nine  calendar  monthi$,  wanting 
one  day»  from  her  marriage,  ber  royal  highness  the 
princess  of  Wales  was  safely  delivered  of  a  princess 
at  Carlton  House,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  January  7, 1796- 
The  accouchement  was  conducted  with  the  usual 
formalities ;  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cester, his  grace  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
lord  chancellor,  the  lord  president  of  his  majesty's 
council,  the  duke  of  Leeds,  the  lord  chamberlain, 
earl  Cholmondeley,  lord  Thurlowe,  and  the  ladies 
of  the  princess  of  Wales's  bed  chamber,  were  pre- 
sent at  the  birth.  The  prince  of  Wales  also  attend- 
ed on  this  interesting  occasion. 

The  royal  infant  was  christened  in  the  grand 
audience  chamber  at  Carlton -house,  on  the  11th  of 
February,  by  his  grace  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, when  she  received  the  name  of  Charlotte 
Augusta,  after  her  grandmother  and  moMier.    The 
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sponsors  wer6,  the  king,  the  queen^  and  the  duch- 
ess, of  Brunswick,  represented  by  the  princess 
royal.  In  the  ode  for  the  new  year,  ^  the  poet  lau- 
reat  thus  alluded  to  the  birth  of  the  royal  child  *— 

*'  Propitiouc  Heaven  has  o'er  thy  head 
**  Blossoms  of  licher  fragrance  ahed, 
**  Than  all  th'  assiduous  muse  can  bringv 
**  Cull'd  from  the  honeyed  stores  of  Spring  ; 
*^  For  see  amid  wild  Winter's  hours^ 

**  A  bud  its  silken  folds  displays^ 
**  Sweeter  than  all  the  chalic'd  flowers 
'  '*  That  crown  thy  own  ambronal  May  \         * 

'^  Oh,  may  thy  snules,  blest  tnfimt,  prove 
**  Omens  of  concord  and  of  loyb." 

Addresses  of  congratulation^  on  thel>irthaf  the 
princess  Charlotte,  were  voted  by  both  houses  qH 
parliament,  and  presented  to  their  majesties ;  those 
to  their  royal  highnesses  the  prince  and  princess  c^ 
Wales,  were  received  in  a  private  manner.  Nu- 
merous addresses  came  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try,  but  the  City  of  London,  as  usual^  was  early 
in  their  congratulatory  compliments.  It  having 
been  intimated,  however,  to  the  lord  mayor,  by 
lord  Cholmondeley,  '*  that  the  prince  of  Wales 
being  under  the  necessity  of  reducing  his  establish- 
ment, was  precluded  from  receiving  the  addresses 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  situation  ;**  and  it  hav<- 
ing  been  requested  that  copies 'of  the  addresses 
might  be  sent  to  him«  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  deputy 
Bixch^ 


"  That  his  royal  highnen  the  prince  of  Wales 
having  stated  that  the  inadequacy  of  his  establisfa- 
lAent  precluded  him  from  receiving  the  compli- 
ments of  congratulation  voted  to  be  presented  to 
thrir  royal  highnesses  in  a  way  suitable  to  his  situar 
Hem,  this  court  are  of  opinion  that  they  cannot, 
consistently  with  their  own  dignity,  suffer  the  said 
compliments  to  be  presented  in  any  other  way  than 
the  customary  form* 

After  some  conversation  this  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  remembrancer  was  cH-dered  to  convey 
B  copy  thereof  to  hiet  royal  highness. 

At  the  next  court  of  common-council,  the  lord 
mayor  rose  to  state  to  the  court  the  conference  he 
had  had  with  ihe  prince  of  Wales,  on  the  subject  of 
not  receiving  the  congratulatory  address  of  the 
city  in  the  usual  form,  observing,  that  in  a  matter 
of  so  delicate  a  nature,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  commit  the  purport  of  his  conversation  in 
writing,  which,  with  the  leav6  of  the  court,  he 
would  wish  to  read.  The  communication  was  as 
follows  • 

**  In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  lord  Cholmon- 
deley,  dated,  January  81,  1796,  stating,  that  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  wished  to 
speak  to  me  at  Carlton  house,  and  to  give  me  a 
private  audience  on  Tuesday,  (but  which  appoint- 
ment was  afterwards,  by  a  second  letter,  fixed  for 
Mon^ayj  at  one  o'clock.)   1  had  the  honor  of  wait- 
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ing  on  his  royal  highness,  who  addressed  tite  by 
^yir«g»  that  he  had  seen  with  concern  in  the  puUic 
papers  a  statemient  of  what  had  passefd  in  the  court 
of  common  council  on   TJbursda}^  respecting  a 
letter  written  by  lord  Cholmondeley,  at  the  com«>   * 
mand  of  his  .roy^al  highness,  and  sent  to  the  city 
remembrancer,  conveying  .  his .  sentiments  on  the 
intended  address  of  congratulation  to  their  royal 
highnesses,  which  sentiments  he  conceived  had 
been  mistaken  or  misunderstood,  or  at  least  a  very 
different  construction  had  been  given  to  them  than 
he  meant,  or  was  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  that 
letter.     His  royal  highness  said»  that  he  thought  it 
incumbent    upon    him  to  preserve  a  consistent 
character;   that  as  his  establishment,  for  certain 
reasons,  had  been  reduced,  and  that  the  necessary 
state  appendages  attached  to  the  rank  and  character 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  did  not  in  consequence 
exist,  his  royal  highness  conceived  that  he  could 
not  receive  an  address  in  state,  and  particularly 
from  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London,  for 
which  he  entertained  the  highest  veneration  and 
respect.    His  royal  highness,  therefore,  thought  it 
would  appear  disrespectful  to  the  first  body  cor- 
porate in  the  kingdom,  to  receive  the  members  of 
it  inconsistently  with  his  own  character  and  dig^ 
nity." 

A  writer  of  the  day  highly  censured  this  refusal 
<rf  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  of  W^les,  to  ire* 
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ceive  the  address  of  the  city  of  London  in  its  cor- 
pcNwte  capacity,  whic^  he  represented  sis  propeed- 
ing  from  spleen  and  ill-humour.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  the  prince  acted  from  a  just  sense  of  decorum 
and  etiquette,  but  many  were,  notwithstanding,  dis- 
satisfied. Her  royal  highness  at  this  time  was  per- 
fectly recovered,  and  became  soon  aquain ted  with  the 
circumstance.  It  has  been  said  that  she  expressed 
a  regret  that  her  royal  consort  had  not  dfspensed 
with  the  rigid  rules  of  ceremony,  and  it  has  been 
also  suspected  that  her  free  observations  were, 
mrith  many  aggravations,  reported  to  the  prince. 
Her  sentiments  arose  from  maternal  feelings — the 
birth  of  a  princess  was  joy  to  the  mother,  and  on 
such  a  happy  ocii^sion,  she  was  ready  and  willing 
to  receive  the  congratulations  of  all.  This  "  ami- 
able woman,"  as  she  had  been  styled  in  the  house 
of  peers,  by  her  royal  brother-in-law,  the  duke  of 
Clarence,  was  by  no  means  averse  to  a  reduction 
of  expences  and  superfluities ;  for,  being  of  a  placid 
disposition,  she^ould  make  herself  happy  in  re- 
tirement* consequently,  the  embarrassments  of 
the  prince  iiever  extorted  a  single  complaint  from 
the  princess.  It  would  therefore  be  unjust  to 
think  that  any  domestic  cavils  arose  on  this  ac- 
count. No— long  before  the  birth  of  the  royal  infant 
the  prince  found,  that  the  princess's  disposition 
was  dissimilar  to  his  own,  and  though  his  royal 
highness  had  been  so  attentive  to  her  during  her 
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acoouchement,  and  was  even  present  at  the  birth  of 
the  pnincess  <7harlottef  suddenly  quitted  Carlton 
house,  and  made  Windsor  his  temporary  residence. 
Indeed  the  afibility  of  the  royal  subject  of  these 
impartial  memoirs  diid  not  ad(nit  of  delicate 
punctilios,  being  unaccustomed  to  those  nice 
ceremonies  at  the  court  of  Brunswick. 


t    Bl    3 


I        '      T 


CHAPTER  Y. 

SSepar^tion  ofihcif  royal  highnesses  the  Prince  and 
JPrincess  of  Wales. — Correspondence  on  the  oc- 
casion.— Remarks. — His  Mqjesty's  sympathy  for 
his  Daughter4n^law.'^T%e  Princess  Charlotte 
confided  to  the  care  of  her  Mother  during  the 
first  Eight  Years  of  her  Life^ffer  royal  high- 
nes^s  retirement 

AT  a  time  which  promUed  somuch  bliss  and 
karmony — at  a  time   when  the  British    nation 
fondly  anticipated  a  numerous  progeny  from  the 
heir  apparent^  these   hopes  were  blasted    three 
months  after  the  birth  of  the  princess  Charlotte, 
when  lady  Cholmondeley  suddenly  informed  the 
princess^of  Wales  that  the  prmce  had  resolved  upon 
a   separation.     Her  royal  highness  immediately 
observed  that  the  message  was  mfinitely  too  im- 
portant to  rest  merely  upon  a  verbal  communica- 
tion! and  consequently  desired  that  his  royal  high- 
nesses pleasure  shoidd  be  communicated  to  her  in 
writing.     She  also  observed,  that  any  arrangement 
once  made,   with   respect  to  separate  dwellings, 
should  be  considered  as  final,  and  that  his  royal 
highness  should  not,  under  any  plea,  retain  th^ 
right,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  of  alter- 
ing it.     In  conformity  to  these  desires.  Iris  royal 
highness  sent  the  following  letter : 
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**  Madam,  Windsor  Cattle,  April  90,  1796. 

^As  lord  Chokndndeley  infok'tns  me  that  you 
wish^  L  would  define  in  writing  the  terms  upon 
which  we  are  to  live»  1  shall  endeavour  to  explain 
mys^  upon  that  head  with  as  much  clearness,  and 
vnlh  as  milch  propriety,  as  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject will  admit*  .  Our  inclinations  are  not  in  our 
power,  nor  should  either  of  us  be  held  answerable 
to  the  other,  because  nature  has  not  made  us  suit- 
able to  each  other.  Tranquil  and  comfortable 
30ciety  is,  however,  in  our  power ;  let  our  inter- 
course, therefore,  be  restricted  to  that,  and  I  will 
distinctly  subscribe  to  the  coUditioti  which  you 
te^^ired  through  lady  Cholmoiideley,  that^  even 
in  the  eVent  of  any  accident  happening  to  my 
dibghter,  which,  I  trust  Providence  in  hi$  meifcy 
ivill  aveii;,  I  shall  not  infringe  the  terms  of  the  re- 
'$tlri6tion,  by  propoising,  at  any  period,  a  connection 
of  a  more  particular  nature.  1  shall  how  finally 
dose  this  disagreeable  correspondence,  trusting  that, 
as  we  have  cotnpletely  explained  ourselves  to  each 
other,  the  rest  of  our  lives  will  be  passed  in  tinin- 
terrupted  tran^juillity. 

"  I  am.  Madam, 

«  With  great  truth, 

••  Very  sincerely  yourt, 

,   *  (Signed)  "  Geoege  E.** 

To  this  her  royal  highness  sent  the  follotving 
dignified,  but  respectfiil  answer 
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**  lliii  aVowal  of  your  conversation  MAikk  lord 
f  Cholin»hd6l^y»  neith^ir  siirptii^  tiot  dflPebdi  liie. 
It  n^itiel]^  cbfifihned  %hat  you  have  tacitly  insinu- 
tSulA  ft)tr  ^is  twelvehionth.  But  after  this,  it 
would  be  a  want  of  delicacy,  or  rather  ah  Uhworthy 
meanness  in  me,  were  I  to  complain  of  those  con- 
lttti'6b^  Vtrhieh  y6u  itttpbsTe  upon  yburselif. 

^1  should  have  returned  ho  att^wi^lr  tb  yodr 
loiter,  i^  it  hacl  hot  beeh  conceived  in  tetttis  tb 
mOA  it  doubtM  wh<^th«r  thii^  arhulgemient  pto- 
Hi^  from  ydu  6)[  frbm  n^,  and  you  ait  MfHtb 
i\AX  th<i  dredit  of  it  b6l6hgs  to  you  alotae. 

*'  hrhe  letUr  whic^  yoU  announce  to  me  as  the  ladt, 
obfiges  Aie  to  Cbmihiihicate  to  th6  li^injg^,  as  to  tty 
^vefeign  tod  my  jfather,  both  your  aVOWal,  and 
liiy  auBweh  You  Hvifl  find  ehclosed  the  copy  of 
toy  letter  to  the  king,  t  apprise  you  of  it,  that  1 
may  iAf6t  incur  tlie  sfigbtelst  reproach  of  duplicity 
ftdtii  you.  A^  1  haVe  at  thk  mdtneht  no  protector 
biit  his  nikjesty,  1  *effer  iftyself  solely  to  hitn  upon 
this  subject,  and  if  my  conduct  me^shi^  tipprotia- 
Hon,  I  ish^l  be  Tn  s6me  degree  at  \ts^i  contoled. 
\  I'et&ln  every  sentiment  of  ^atitudb  for  t*he  dtu- 
iiticn  in  whii^h  I  find  myself  a^  pritoces^  of  Wales, 
enabled,  by  your  toeans,  to  indulge  !n  the  %ree  ^n- 
^rdse  of  a  virtue  dear  to  toy  he^trt,  I  tneau  tfaaiity. 

*•  It  iHrill  be  my  duty  likfewise  to  act  npto  an- 
otiier  motive,  th&t  of  giving  ati  example  of  patience 
knd  resigJtiMion  uhder  every  trial 
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'     •*  Do  me  the  justice  ta  believe  that  I  shall  never 
cease  to  pray  for  your  happiness,  and  to  be 

Your  much  devoted 

■I 

(Signed)  Caboline.* 

May  «,  17M, 

■  I 

The  princess  of  Wales's  letter  was  written  in  the 
French  language,  of  which  the  above  is  a  oorrect 
translation.  From  the  communication  of  hw 
royal  consort,  it  is  evident  that  dissimilarity  of  dis- 
positions was  the  only  complaint ;  and  we  cannot 
but  admire  the  prudence  of  the  discarded  princess, 
in  not  accepting  of  a  verbal  message  on  such  a  de- 
licate point.  From  her  royal  highnesses  spirited, 
but  submissive  reply,  it  appears  that  all  the  bliss 
and  harmony  attending  this  royal  marriage  was 
confined  but  to  three  months  ^t  the  most  We 
have  before  intimated  that  the  princess  was  sur- 
rounded with  female  spies,  whose  chief  delight  was 
to  render  every  mote  a  heam^  and  poison  the  ears 
of  their  employers. 

His  majesty  was  deeply  concerned  for  the  situa- 
tion of  his  daughter-in-law,  who  was  also  his  niece ; 
and  knowing  well  from  experience,  the  feelings  of 
a  parent,  he  prevailed  upon  the  prince  of  Wales  to 
allow  the  royal  chfld  to  remain  under  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  an  affectionate  mother  during 
the  first  eight  years  of  her  life.  It  is  therefore  no 
wonder  that  the  princess  Charlotte  became  attached 


to  her  mother,  and  acquired  the  tame  amiable  dis- 
position. The  royal  infant,  however,  was  not  solely 
under  the  protection  of  the  princess  of  Wales,  who, 
fnm  motives  of  policy,  only  saw  her  occasionally, 
when  she  was  five  or  six  years  old.  Previously  the 
princess  was  frequently  seen  in  the  carriage  with 
her  royal  mother,  who  took  great  delight  in  show- 
ing her  to  the  populace.  They  continually  passed 
the  turnpike  gate  at  Lambeth  Marsh. 

Thus  banished  from  Carlton  house,  her  royal 
highness  submitted  to  an  humble  retirement  at 
Charlton.  Shrewsbury-house,  near  Shooter's  Hill, 
was  the  appointed  residence  of  the  princess  Char- 
lotte. For  the  first  two  or  three  years  her  only 
consolation  was  the  royal  infant,  for  she  was  parti- 
cularly fond  of  children  ;  and  when  deprived  of  her 
own,  she  took  great  delight  in  the  company  of 
others,  an  attachment  which  proved  unfortunate 
for  her  royal  highness,  as  will  be  hereafter  seen. 

Her  royal  highness,  on  leaving  Carlton-house, 
was  given  to  understand  that  her  apartments  there- 
in should  undergo  a  thorough  repair,  and  be  re- 
served for  her.  She  was  accompanied  by  Miss 
Garth,  Miss  Vernon,  Mrs.  Harcourt,  and  other  la- 
dies, and  particularly  by  Mrs;  Sander,  a  native  of 
Brunswick,  who  came  to  England  with  her  royal 
highness,  for  the  purpose]  of  being  her  dresser. 
Such  was  the  happy  disposition  of  this  illustrious 
personage,  that  she  could  be  as  cheerful  in  the 
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eountry  as  in  town ;  and  l^ng  from  h^r  in&Wf 
fjMustomed  to  society,  she  received  the  visits  of 
her  fiiends  with  as  much  ease  and  goodifriU,  as  if  a?- 
ffkie  fjf  receiving  and  entertaining  them  ac^cior^ilig 
to  hi^r  high  rank.  Miss  Garth  was  appointed  f  1}  V 
ge¥eni9ss  to  the  princess  Charlot|»* 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Mtmoves  to  Blackheath. — Becomes  acquainted  with 
Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas.* — Compd^s  de- 
scription of  her  royal  highnesses  rural  and  do- 
mestic economy — Of  her  royal  highnesses  atten- 
tion to  education. — Filial  affection  of  the  young 
princess. — Ingenuity  of  her  royal  highness. 

IN  1801  her .  royal  highness  made  Montague- 
house,  in  Blackheath,  her  residence,  where  she  be- 
came  acquainted  with  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas, 
and  was  occasionally  visited,  during  the  teinpfirary 
peace  of  1802-3,  by  both  foreign  and  English  gen- 
tlenien;  in  the  summer  seasons  she  visited  Margate, 
South  and  East  Gliff,  Ramsgate,  &c.  &g.  Her 
English  visitors  were  chiefly  lord  Hood,  lord 
Amelius  Beauclerc,  sir  Sidney  Smith,  captain 
Manby,  &c.  and  her  chief  foreign  visitor  was  Mr. 
Comp6. 

The  following  extract  is  from  "  Travels  in  Eng- 
land, in  the  year  1803,  by  Joachim  Henry  Comp^." 
Speaking  of  the  prosperity  of  the  richness  of  the 
soil  of  England,  this  author  observes,  "  What  prin- 
cipally contributes  to  the  promotion  of  agriculture 
in  England,  is  the  general  and  well  founded  esteem 
in  which  that  most  beneficial  of  all  human  occupa- 
tions is  held  in  that  country.     The  first  peer  of 

I 
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the  realm,  the  nobility  of  every  rank,  even  fht 
king  himfielf/  meaning  his  late  majesty  George 
tlie  Third,  *'  do  not  condder  it  beneath  their  dignity 
to  become  attentive  and  industrious  farmers.  Ladies 
of  the  highest  rank  engage  in  the  avocationr  of 
rural  and  domestic  economy,  by  which  they  acquire 
the  respect  both  of  their  own  countrymen,  and  of 
enlightened  foreigners.  When  I  was  at  the  prin- 
cess of  Wales's  residence  at  Blackheath,  she  had 
the  condescension  to  conduct  me  to  a  garden  at 
some  distance,  which  she  had  principally  laid  out 
herself  and  which  she  superintended  in  such  a 
complete  sense  of  the  word,  that  no  parson  pres- 
sumed  to  do  any  thing  in  it  but  what  she  herself 
directed.  I  admired  the  beautiful  order,  and  the 
careful  cultivation  of  even  tbe  most  insignijficant 
spot ;  the  judicious  combination  of  the  useful  with 
the  agreeable,  which  appeared  so  delightful,  wfaere- 
ever  I  cast  my  eyes.  I  was  charmed  with  the 
neat  borders  of  flowers,  between  which  we  passed, 
and  was  doubly  rejoiced  to  find  them  so  small ; 
because,  as  the  princess  remarked,  too  much  room 
ought  not  to  be  taken  from  the  useful  vegetable^ 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  ^pleasing  the  eye.  I  was 
transported  with  the  elegance,  taste,  and  conveni- 
ence displayed  in  the  pavillion,  in  whiicfa  the  digni- 
fied  owner,  who  furnished  the  plan,  and  the  direc- 
tions for  every  part  of  it,  had  solved  the  problem, 
how  a  building  of  but  two  floors,  on  a  tur&ee  of 
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Aont  18  feet  square  could  be  eomttructed  And  ar- 
iuiged  in  sueh  a  manner  that  a  small  family  capaUe 
of  limiting  its  desires,  might  find  in  it  a  habitation 
equally  beautiful,  tasteful  and  commodious.  The 
mamier  in  which'  this  had  been  effected,  deserves, 
in  my  opinion,  the  notice  and  admiration  of  pro- 
fessed architects. 

•*  After  my  royal  guide  had  shown  me  her  fa- 
totirite  spot,  a  small  and  ei^tremely  simple  seat, 
placed  in  the  comer  of  the  garden,  overshadowed 
by  two  or  three  honeysuckles,  the  branches  of 
winch  are  bent  in  such  a  manner  that  one  of  the 
finest  prospects  which  this  place  commands,  opens 
to  the  view  as  through  a  window,  she  invited  me 
to  surrey  the  most  important  part  of  her  grounds. 
I  manifested  some  surprise,  conceiving  that  I  had 
seen  evetj  thing.  The  lovely  princess  smiled,  and 
conducted  me  to  a  considerable  tract,  covered  with 
vegetables,  comprising  the  farther  and  largest  por- 
tion of  this  remarkable  garden.  *-  This,'  said  she, 
•  is  my  principal  concern.  Here  I  endeavour  to 
acquire  the  honourable  name  of  a  farmer,  and  that, 
as  you  see,  not  merely  in  jest  The  vegetables 
which  I  raise  here  in  considerable  quantity,  are 
carried  ^o  town  and  sold.  The  produce  amounts 
annually  to  a  handsome  sum.^ 

^  It  may  probably  be  guessed  to  what  purpose 
this  handsome  sum  was  applied.  If  not,  I  will  even 
run  the  risk  of  incurring  her  anger,  by  revealing 


the  secret  of  the  active  and  benevolent  life  which 

the    FUTtTEB   QXTEEN    OF    THE    KIBST    AND    MOST 

POWEEPtTL  NATION  IN  THE  WOELD,  here  led  in  a 
simple  country  house,  which  was  in  fact  not  so' 
lai^e  as  that  of  a  petty  German  baron.  Indeed 
this  accomplished  princess  led  in  this  modest  man- 
sion a  life  so  useful,  so  active,  so  virtuous,  that  I 
might  challenge  the  most  celebrated  philosopher, 
in  a  like  situation,  to  surpass  her.  She  had  no 
court,  no  officers  of  state,  no  chamberlains,  no  maids 
of  honor,  &c.  because  she  had  no  occasion  for  them 
here  i  but  she  was  occasionally  visited  by  a  couple 
of  female  friends,  who  are  not  so  merely  in  name,  the 
very  intelligent  and  worthy  Mrs,  Fitzgerald  and;  her 
amiable  daughter.  Her  whole  long  forenoon,  that 
is,  from  six  in  the  morning  till  7  in  the  evening,  is 
devoted  to  business,  to  reading  and  writing,  to  the 
cultivation  of  different  arts ;  for  instance,  niusic^ 
painting,  embroideryt  modelling  in  clay,  gardenings 
and  to— educatioa,  '      ^ 

*'  My  last  word  may  occasion  great  astonishment, 
because  it  is  so  extremely  unusual  to  see  persons  of 
princely  rank  occupy  themselves,  with  an  employ- 
ment which  cannot  have  any  charms  for  persons  who 
have  a  taste  only  for  the  pleasures  and  amusements 
of  a  court.  But  this  astonishment  may  be  encreased, 
when  it  is  added,  that  it  is  not  the  young  and  hope- 
ful ^princess  her  daughter^  whom  she  educated,  but 
eight  or  nine  poor  orphan  children,  to  whom  she 
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had  the  condescension  to  supply  the  place  of  a 
mother. '  Her  own  was  the  child  of  the  state,  and, 
aiccording  to  the  constitution  of  the  country,  must 
not,  alas!  be  educated  by  herself.  These  poor 
children,  on  the  other  hand,  were  boarded  by  her 
with  honest  people  in  the  neighbourhood;  she 
herself  not  only  directed  every  thing  relative  to 
their  education,  and  instruction,  but  sent  every 
day  to  converse  with  them,  and  thus  contributed 
towards  the  formation  of  their  infant  minds.  Never 
while  I  live  shall  I  forget  the  charming,  the  affecting 
scene  wliich  I  had  the  happiness  of  witnessing, 
when  the  princess  was  pleased  to  introduce  me  to 
her  little,  foster  children.  We  were  sitting'  at 
table ;  the  princess  and  her  friends  were  at  break- 
fast, but  I,  in  the  German  fashion,  was  taking  my 
dinner.  The  children  appeared  clothed  in  the 
cleanest,  but  at  the  same  time,  in  the  simplest 
manner,  just  as  the  children  of  country  people  are 
in  general  dressed.  They  seemed  perfectly  ignor- 
ant of  the  high  rank  of  their  foster  mother,  or  rather 
not  to  comprehend  it.  The  sight  of  a  stranger 
somewhat  abashed  them  ;  but  their  bashfulness  soon 
wore  oflF,  and  they  appeared  to  be  perfectly  at  home. 
Their  dignified  benefactress  conversed  with  them 
in  a  lively,  jocose,  and  truly  maternal  manner. 
She  called  to  her  first  one,  then  another,  and 
another,  and  among  the  rest,  a  little  boy,  five  or 
fix  years  old,  who  had  a  sore  upon  his  face.  Many 
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a  parent  of  too  delloate  nenrtt,  would  not  Iiava 
been  able  to  look  at  her  own  child  m  this  ttata^ 
without  an  unpleasant  sensation.  Not  so  the  royal 
mother  of  these  orphans.    She  called  the  boy  to 
her,  gave  him  a  biscuit,  looked  at  his  hce  to  Ui^ 
whether  it  had  got  any  better,  and  manifested  no 
repugnance  when  the  grateful  infant  pressed  kec 
hand  to  his  bosom ;  what  this  wise,  royal  instnm* 
tress  said  to  me  oil  this  occasion,  is  too  deepty  im*. 
pressed  upon  my  memory  to  be  erased.  *  Peoplefind 
fault  with  m^'  said  she,  ^fbr  not  doing  more  finr 
these  children,  after  I  have  even  taken  them  undof 
my  care:   I  ought,  in  their  opinion,  to  provido 
them  with  more  elegant  and  costly  clothes,  to  keep - 
masters  of  every  kind  for  them;   that  they  may 
once  make  a  figure  as  persons  of  refined  education* 
However  I  only  laugh  at  their  censure^  lor  I  know  ^ 
what  I  am  about.     It  is  liot  my  intention  to  ralfie 
these  children  into  a  rank  superior  to  that  in  which 
they  are  placed ;  in  that  rank  I  mean  them  to  re«. 
main,  and  to  become  useful,  virtuous,  and  happy 
memb«3  of  society.     The  boys  are  destined  to  be* 
come  expert  seamen,  and  the  girls  skilful,  sensiUr^ 
industrious  housewives — nothing  mora     I  have 
them  instructed  in  all  that  is  reaBy  serviceable  fi»i 
either  of  these  destinations ;  but  every  thing  elss 
is  totally  excluded  from  the  plan  of  eduoatkm 
whieh  I  have  hud  down  for  them.    Those  if  ho 
are  acquainted  with  the  splendour  of  the  higher 
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dashes,  and  have  refeeted  upon  it»  will  be  uvmie  cf 
isimtehiiig  children  from  the  more  happy  cxmditicQi 
€€  inferixM:  rank,  for  the  purpoee  of  rai^ng  them  in^ 
tt>  the  former^  ia  despite  of  providence  and  natund 
deatitiation.^ 

*  Skich  was  the  wise  and  philanthnifde  ttianner  in 
#faieh  ihis  admirable  princess,  in  the  flower  of  iMr 
agie,  passed  tme  day  after  another^  Towards  even- 
ing a  very  «mail  company,  of  not  more  than  three 
er  four  persons,  assembled  at  her  house  to  dine 
Widi  Iter,  and  fortunately  teremony  did  not  oblige 
her  to  pay  regard  in  her  seleetidn  to  $sij  othei'  le^^ 
eomwendation  thian  ^tnerit;    It  w^  only  on  eouM 

s 

day^  when  the  rayal  family  assembled,  that  lAve 
went  to  town  or  to  WindsOT,  to  complete  the  dig- 
nified cirde  of  which  she  was  such  a  distinguished 
ertiament.  To  the  theatres  and  other  places  of 
amusement  of  the  fashionable  world,  her  royal  high- 
ness Was  a  stranger.  Since  she  came  to  England 
she  had  only  been  twice  to  the  play^  and  that  was 
soon  after  her  arrival.  This,  which  of  itself  was  aii 
e3rtraordinary  circumstance,  will  be  considered  a 
great  sacrifice  by  those  who  know  the  uncommon 
love  and  respect  which  were  cherished  by  people  of 
an  ranks  for  their  future  queen,  and  consequently 
need  not  be  told  that  she  renounced  a  triumph  as 
often  as  she  withdrew  from  public  iriew. 

"  She  devoted  one  day  in  the  week  to  her  own 
daughter,  the  princess  Charlotte,  who  came  to  see 
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her,  and  spent  the  day  with  her.  There,  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  her  from  enjoying  this  gratificar 
tion  oftener,  for  the  child  was  to  be  brought  to  her 
whenever  she  pleased.  For  wise  reasons^  however, 
she  denied  herself  and  her  daughter  the  more  fre- 
quent repetition  of  a  pleasure  of  which  both  of 
them  every  day  were  ardently  desirous.  *  K  *  said 
she,  *  I  were  to  have  the  child  with  me  every  day, 
I  should  be  obliged  sometimes  to  speak  to  her  in  a 
tone  of  displeasu^re,  and  even  of  severity.  She 
would  then  have  less  affection  for  me,  and  what  I 
said  to  her  would  make  less  impression  upon  her 
heart  As  it  is,  we  remain  in  some  measure  new  to 
each  other;  at  each  of  her  visits  I  have  occasion  to 
show  her  love  and  tenderness,  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  the  child  is  attached  to  me  with  all  her 
soul,  and  not  a  word  I  say  to  her  fails  of  producing 
the  desired  effect ' 

"  I  was  myself  an  eye-witness  to  the  truth  of 
this.  Such  tender  attachment  and  such  fervent  love» 
as  this  child,  only  seven  years  old,  manifested  to 
her  royal  mother,  was  assuredly  seldom  seen  in  per- 
fons  of  that  rank.  Her  eyes  were  necessarily  fixed 
on  the  beauteous  countenance  of  her  tender  mo- 
thei :  and  what  eyes !  Never  in  a  child  of  her  ag^ 
have  I  beheld^ eyes  so  expressive,  so  soft,  so  penor 
trating.  The  first  time  she  cast  them  on  me,  she 
seemed  as  though  she  would  penetrate  my  soul. 
Neither  her  dress  nor  her  behaviour  afforded  the 
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l€»8t  room  to  suspect  her  high  destination:  the 
former  was  so  simple,  and  the  latter  so  natural  and 
unafiectedy  that  a  stranger  would  scarcely  take  her 
for  the  heiress  of  a  throne.  In  every  dress,  and  in 
every  place,  however,  the  attentive  observer  would 
easily  discover  her  to  be  an  extraordinary  child. 
The  royal  artist,  her  mother,  has  made  a  model  of 
her,  and  of  several  other  persons  who  are  dear  to 
her,  in  day,  and  afterwards  taken  from  them  plas- 
ter casts  which  are  most  perfect  resemUances.  In 
acquiring  that  art,  this  accomplished  princess  pre- 
served a  manner  of  her  own.  Instead  of  working, 
as  usual,  a  long  time  from  models,  she  merely  pro- 
cured instruction  in  the  use  of  the  tools ;  her  fancy 
then  formed  from  the  detached  traits  of  a  poem,  the 
representation  of  an  imaginary  person,  and  she  be- 
gan to  compose  the  figure  without  any  copy.  The 
subject  of  her  first  essay  was  the  Leonora  of  Bur- 
ges's  celebrated  ballad ;  her  second  wais  the  head  of 
an  old  lord,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten  ;  and  the 
third  was  her  daughter  the  princess  Charlotte. 

•*  This  reminds  me  of  another  piece  of  work  by 
the  hand  of  this  royal  artist,  which  I  had  likewise 
an  opportunity  of  inspecting,  and  which  appeared 
to  me  equally  beautiful  and  ingenious.  In  passing 
through  her  work-room  (where,  besides  a  choice 
eollection  of  books  and  all  kinds  of  implements  of 
the  arts,  there  was  a  large  table  covered  with  pa- 
pers, writings,  drawings,  and  books)  she  took  the 


tr6uble  to  direct  aiy  attention'  to  «  \efy  Kands^m* 
hhte,  af)<}  as^eil  ttie  ^h«t  1  conceived  it  to'  ba 
Without  «  mbtndrt'dhesiMtion  1  dedafediiwav 
MdiA,  or,  a^  it  Ir  (^Ic^d,  Mosd^  wbrk;  and  tUat  ii 
i^E(fr  (in  6]^c6lte'ftt  l^Wea  of  tbe  arti  Skfi  amiletl, 
aftd  said  tl^at  6SxM  not  bt<,  as  i/M,  whtf  knew  ino^ 
ftihg  of  Modfitif  w<(»(»  bttd  niEdie^^  it  h^rself^  and  in' 
a  fiW  hours.  It  isf  tioMttg  iboiei  added  hex  wpS 
iAf^^  thaiV  h  ik^e  of  gtbXtiili  giMs  m  whioir  I 
Wive  13»lefted  ^Oi  ^USeiS^tent  kiiids  of  ifotcaa 
fh'^eti,  ^hich  #e^  firiit  tiir^lly  dried  and  ^t«i»-- 
ed,  ana  then  titfiii^  th^  gfldsi  Ifitk  tiic^  MMoetfa'JnllfF 
Ti{>pternrd8t  to  prdAni^  tKe  ^hi^Mi  lyf  wydv  ;f«)tf 
#er6  j  fist  rioiV  HetstiviA.  W  vvlidle  aift,-  Cft  rklm 
the  trifling  ddg»i^  df  tf b^M6  wfai6h  tliiar  «(iff  «p<jL 
r^ioh  reqiiir^  ebrisiirts  Mei*ety  in  ihe  ch<»te  of  tbir 
^ti^tidh  #hic%  iM^st  be  ^v6n  td  eaehf  fiowdr,  Mr 
tha'i  one  may  he  {^opet-ly  coiinected  #itb  the 
othei*,  aiid  that  aa  itSttll  &  vacanJe;^  as  poMiibte  tiaif 
r^hnain'  b6tWeei>  thefii.  As  the  glai«^  ^iOfttld  not^ 
however,  hte  tot&platily  66^ei^i  I  suppose  (for  mt- 
luckily  I  fbtgai  to  ifeiquh^)  that  the  interviU^  Ate 
stained  with  oolohYv  Sb  aH  td  give  thitii  the  AfpeiHf-^ 
Hiet  df  stdne. 

"  Bf  iAeanl  df  this  ^liedsin^  artifice  Ak  had' 
ihad^  a  ChittdDt  1^^  fdf  dttii  of  li»  Other  apatf^ 
mehti  whi^h,  like  tYJ6^  6f  coloured  gbMI  or  tftfin 
afabaster,  diflii^ied  A  VeYy  ftfAd  light. 

"  A  second  idbte  in  her  wdifk-rooM,  v^hich  tp. 
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pftred  to  be  composed  of  every  possible  species  of 
marU^  was,  wbat  I  should  never  have  guessed — 
Botbing  more  than  a  square  of  ground  glass,  which. 
QQ  the  other  sid^  was  painted  ip  such  a  mani)^ 
that  the  spectator  could  not  help  taking  the  .wj^ole 
ftr  spedmeQs  of  all  the  specie^  of  marble  joined  to- 
gellier  fnd  inlaid.  In  each  Qomer^  small  copper- 
p^^  of  some  antiqi^ie  figures  was  stuc^ ;  qf  course, 
01^  1^  reverse  of  the  square,  which  complei^  the 
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Her  royal  highness  had,  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  prince  of  Wales,,  various  masters  for  her  amuse- 
ment and  improvement,  ipaKticulaitly  Mr.  Atwood 
fiyr  mude,  Mr.  -Giffiidiere  for  English,  Mr.  Tour^ 
fioniUifer  painting,  Mr.  Tutoye  for  imitating  mar- 
^,  and  Mrs.  Elwesfor  ihefaarp. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

ELer  royal  JSighness  surrounded  by  Enetmes  and 
Spies. — Still  visited  by  the  King. — Apprized  by 
an  anonymous  Letter  of  the  Character  of  Lady 
Douglas. — Prohibits  her  Visits. — Her  Adoption 
of  a  Child  of  obscure  Parents. — Consequent  Be- 
ports: — Interview  between  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  the  Duke  qfKent — Of  Lady  Douglases 
Statement. 

UNFORTUNATELY  for  the  princess  of 
Wales,  her  lately  acquired  friends  became  her 
most  bitter  enemies ;  and  her  innocent  attachment 
to  children,  as  explained  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
was  audaciously,  rendered  an  act  of  infamous  accu- 
sation. His  late  majesty  would  not  listen  to  the 
voice  of  scandal,  when  first  the  vile  inuendoes, 
whispered  by  a  satanic  spirit,  reached  his  royal  ears. 
He  still  continued  his  visits  to  Blackheath,  and 
often  spent  the  whole  day  with  her  royal  highness, 
his  daughter-in-law,  and  the  young  princess,  his 
grand-child.  We  are  told  by  Mr.  Huish,  in  the 
early  editions  of  his,  *^  Memoirs  of  H..R.  ^.  the 
princess  Charlotte,**  (but  which,  together  with  other 
passages,  on  this  subject,  are  unaccountably  can-- 
CELLED  in  late  editions,  and  the  vacuum  filled  up 
with  extraneous  matter,)  that  /^  some  severe  mis* 
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understandings  had  oceurred  between  his  majesty 
and  the  prince,  on  account  of  these  visits ;  but  as  no 
circumstance  had  taken  place^  to  warrant  his  ma- 
jesty in  withdrawing  his  countenance  from  the 
princess,  the  prince  yielded  in  filial  obedience  to 
the  wishes  of  his  parent,  and  forbore  to  express  his 
chagrin  upon  the  occasion."  The  separation  of  the 
royal  pair,  which  originated  from  personal  dislike, 
and  not  from  any  criminal  act,  became  the  found- 
ation of  the  most  virulent  defamation,  and  every 
little  courtsey  was  construed  into  guilt.  In  short, 
she  was  surrounded  by  domestic  spies :  yet  her 
royal  highness,  though  thus  calumniated  and 
abused,  was'  not  only  visited  by  his  late  majesty, 
but  by  his  majesty's  late  brother  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cester, and  others  of  the  royal  family.  Unaccus- 
tomed to  English  formalities,  her  royal  highness 
had  frequently  aqcompanied  lord  Hood  in  his  one 
horse  chaise,  sometimes  without  any  of  her  atten-* 
dants.  An  anonymous  letter,  however,  apprized 
her  of  the  character  of  lady  Douglas,  and  of  the 
liberties  which  she  allowed  herself  to  take  with  the 
name  of  her  royal  highness.  ITie  princess  of  Wales 
was  accordingly  denied  to  lady  Douglas,  but  as  she 
still  repeated  her  visits  her  royal  highness  directed 
Mrs.  Vernon  to  write  to  lady  Douglas,  and  inform 
her  that  her  visits  to  Montague-house  were  no 
longer  agreeable.  Sir  John  and  lady  Douglas, 
highly  incensed  at  this  intended  afiront*  persuaded 
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«r 5id»ey  jSwitJi  tli»tit  ww  aUo  extended  toWm; 
And  in  rthe  joint  naignes  of  sir  Sidney  Smith,  ^r 
Jjc4)n  Mid  li^y  Douglas,  an  appljlcatio^n  was  ma,dje 
4;o  her  royal  highj^jB^  for  ^  expUinatiai;^  which  tt\e 
lattar  was  iicflolyed  not  to  grant.  Jo  .^void,  however, 
my  disagreeaUe  discussion  on  tl^e  sujtgect,  th^. 
mediatjk)^  of  the  duke  of  Kent  was  spl],cited ;  and 
^  r^yal  highness,  though  un^cq^uaijatfed  with  the 
jlisit  provocation  whid;  t]t^  pr^)ce$s  of  Wales  had 
reoQivedf  obtained  »  ,quaMed  con$,ent  froin  all 
paxties^  that^  if  unmoiUfli^  jthe^  would  remfiin 

Jn  the  lattjV  end  of.thip  j«iar  18p^^  when  thip 
prinpess  Cbarlotjte  hfUl  yearly  .{ijttyjned  the  age  wh.eQ 
she  was  j\o  loiter  io  he  uixd^r  the  care  of  her  mo- 
j^eTj  the  priniqess  of  W^aleiadppted  |i  child  of  veiry 
obscure  parents,  of  the  .oame  of  Austen,  which  waa 
suckied  luid  bi[OU|^t  up  und.er  her  own  immediate 
eye.  It  hius  b^n  proved  :that  h^  roya}  highi^ess  wap 
^ually  kind  to,  and  fond  pf,  Qther  children :  how 
ridiculous  then  the  assertion  of  those  f^tidipuy 
cavillers  who  have  insisted  that  her  own  daijghj^r 
•r-*her  only  childt  should  havje  engro9.sed  ^^ll  hi^r 
xnaternal  feelings,  when  ^e  wjjs  npt  fiware  of  .the 
hour  when  that  .child-— that  only  daujght^r  |n\ght 
have  bfsen  taken  away  entirely  from  her  c^w, 
.epgpei;u9Uy  as  her  having  the  royal  qhild  fgr  the 
ficf t  ie^bt  ye^  of  her  age,  3/v'as  deeo^ed  a  QJf^/LT 
K4ciqw  l^Th^  -adoption  of  a  diild,  under  such  stl^r 
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«tttiis(^<i)^  t^&8  Neither  extraot'din^l^  n6l^  ^HHtiitici 
btit  ^ery  ti^tufal  in  some  ni6iiim:^m  iesid  iti 
ifae  sacred  sdiptures  of  a  wovA&ii,  ^lfho  having  6Vet^ 
laid  hei'  own  c^ild,  stofe  another  to  Suppty  ti& 
place.  Be  it  al^  observed  that  hcfr  rojral  higfthesisii^ 
interviews  with  her  own  daughter  wer6'  v6i!y  cdA- 
fined,  ais  intimated  in  the  prece<^g  c&apteh 

The  addption  of  ttiis  diale  chil^  tvas(  foully  and 
tctmdalously  reported  to  be  a  metre  pretence  for 
keeping  one  of  whom  she  had  been  secretly  deli- 
vored ;  though  it  had  been  acknowledired  that  at 
Oetime  <>fkri.pp.»lpreg«<»^.he,^y<dhiKl,. 
nan  riedeived  visits,  and  was  continually  with  vi- 
sitors.  Such  unpleasant  reports  h6t  oniy  affected 
the  life  of  her  royal  highness,  but  actuary  involved 
the  right  of  the  princess  Chariotte  to  the  throne. 
The  prince  of  Wales  haying  sent  for  his  brother, 
the  duke  of  Kent,  their  interview  took  place  in 
the  prince  of  Wales*s  bed-room,  Nov.  10,  1805, 
when,  after  dismissing  liis  servants,  his  royal  high- 
ness said  to  his  brother,  that  some  circumstances  had 
come  to  his  knowledge,  with  respect  to  a  transac- 
tion with  the  princess  of  Wales,  in  which  he  found 
that  he  had  been  a  party  concerned ;  that  if  he  had 
not  placed  the  most  entire  reliance  on  his'  attach- 
ment to  him,  and  on  the  well-known  uprightness  of 
his  character  and  principles,  he  should  certainly 
have  felt  himself  in  no  small  degree  offended, 
as  having  learnt  the  facts  alluded  to  from  others. 
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and  not,  in  the  first  instance,  from  Asm,  which 
he  conceived  himself  every  way  entitled  to  ex- 
pect, but  more  espedally  from  that  footing  of 
confidence  on  which  he  had  ever  treated  him 
through  life;  but  that  being  fully  satisfied  hfs 
explanation  of  the  matter  would  prove  that  he 
was  not  wrong  in  the  opinion  he  had  formed 
of  the  honorable  motives  that  had  actuated  his 
Royal  Highness,  in  observing  a  silence  with  regard 
to  him  upon  the  subject ;  he  then  was  anxiously 
waiting  for  him  to  proceed  with  a  narrativie,  his  i 
wish  to  hear  which,  he  was  sure  he  had  only 
to  express,  to  ensure  his  immediate  acquiescence 
with  it.  The  prince  then  gave  him  his  hand« 
assuring  him  he  did  not  feel  the  smallest  degree 
of  displeasure  towards  him,  and  proceeded  to 
introduce  the  subject  upon  which  he  required 
information ;  when,  feeling  it  a  duty  he  owed 
him,  to  withhold  from  his  knowledge  no  part  of 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it  that  he 
could  bring  back  to  his  recollection ;  the  Duke 
of  Kent  related  the  facts  to  him  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

''About  a  twelvemonth  since,  or  thereabouts^ 
(for  I  cannot  speak  positively  to  the  exact  date,)  1 
received  a  note  from  the  princess  of  Wales,  by 
which  she  requested  me  to  come  over  to  Black- 
heath,  in  order  to  assist  her  in  arranging  a  disa- 
greeable matter   between  her,  sir  Sidney  Smithy 
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and  sir  John  and  kdy  Douglas^  Uie  particulars  of 
wbicfa  she  wouM  relate  to  me  when  !  should 
call;  I,  iu  consequmce  waited  upon  ber^  agree- 
able to  her  desire/ a  day  or  two  after^  when  she 
commenced  the  conversation^  by  telling  me  that 
she  supposed  I  knew  she  had  at  one  time 
lived  with  hkdy  Douglas  on  a  footing  of  intimacy^ 
but  she  had  reason  afterwards  to  repent  of  having 
made  her  her  acquaintance^  and  was  therefore  re- 
joiced when  she  left  Blackheath  for  Plymouth^ 
as  she  conceived  that  circumstance  would  break  off 
all  furtbei*  communication  between  her  and  that 
lady ;  that  however^  contrary  to  her  expecta- 
tion^ upon  the  return  of  sir  John  and  her  from 
Plymouth  to  London,  lady  Douglas  had  called 
and  left  her  name'  twice  or  three  times^  notwith- 
standing she  must  have  seen  that  admission  was 
refused  her ;  that  having  been  confirmed  in  the 
opinion  she  had  before  had  occasion  to  form  of  her 
ladyship^  by  an  anonymous  letter  she  had  received, 
in  which  she  was  very  strongly  cautioned  against 
renewing  her  acquaintance  with  her,  both  as  being 
unworthy  of  her  confidence,  from  the  liberties  she 
bad  allowed  herself  to  take  with  the  princess's 
name,  and  the  lightness  of  her  character,  she  bad 
felt  herself  obliged,  as  lady  Douglas  would  not 
take  the  hint  that  her  visits  were  not  wished  for^ 
to  order  Miss  Vernon  tb  write  her  a  note^  specifi- 
cally telling  her  that  they  would  in  future  be  dis- 
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pensed  ^vith;  that  the  een«equef>ee  of  this  had 
bieen  an  application^  through  one  of  her  ladies, 
in  the  joint  names  of  sir  Sidney  Smith,  sir  John 
and  lady  Douglas^  for  an  audience  to  require  an 
explanation  of  this^  which  they  considered  as  an 
affront;  and  that  being  determined  not  to  grant 
it,  or  to  suffer  any  unpleasant  discussion  upon  the 
subject,  she  entreated  me  to  take  whatever  steps 
I  might  judge  best  to  put  an  end  to  the  mat* 
ler^  and  rid  her  of  all  further  trouble  aiM>ut  k.  [ 
stated  in  reply^  that  I  bad  no  knowledge  of 
either  sir  John  or  lady  Douglas>  and  therefore 
could  not^  in  the  first  instance,  address  myself 
to  ihetn^  but  that  1  had  same  aei}i|aintanee 
with  sir  Sidney  Smithy  and  if  the  prinoesa  was 
not  averse  to  that  channel^  I  would  .try  what 
I  could  in  that  way  eSect. — ^This  being  assented 
to  by  the  princess^  I  took  my  leave,  and  immedi- 
ately on  my  return  home,  wrote  a  note  ta  sir  Sidney^ 
requesting  him  to  call  upon. me  as  soon  as  he  con- 
yenietitly  could,  as  I  had  $ome  business  to  speak 
to  him  upon.  Sir  Sidney,  in  CQnsequeiKe,  called 
on  me  (I  think)  the  next  day,  when  I  related  to 
him  the  conversation,  as  above  staled,  that  I  had 
had  with  the  princess.  After  hes^ring  all  I  had  to 
say,  be  observed,  that  the  princess  in  stating  to 
me,  that  her  prohibition  to  lady  Douglas  to 
repeat  her  visits  at  Blackheatb,  had  led  to  the 
application  for  an  audience  of  her  to]^  highness, 
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bad  kcij^  ffofti  me  (be  real  cause  why  he,  as 
well-as  sir  John  and  kdy  Doufflas,  had  made  it, 
as  k  ori|^iiated  in  a  most  scandalous  anonymous 
letter^  nif  a  ffiaturi  Calculated  to  set  on  sir  John  and 
him  '  to  clit  each  over's  throats^  which^  from  the 
haitd«i!i^lag  and  style,  they  were  both  fully  con- 
vihced  livttl  tbe  produAion  of  the  princess  her- 
•elf.  -I  hatunllly  eSxpressed  my  sentiments  upon 
such  tsamduct  on  ikt  paart  of  the  princess,  in  terms 
of  the  ttrongest  animadversion  ;  but  nevertheless 
anxiiiraif  to  avoid  the  shameful  eclat  which  the 
ptd^ca&lon  6f  sach  a  fiict  to  the  world  must 
prodtlotf ;  the  effect  whieh  fts  coming  to  the  king's 
kabtrlcidge  wduld  probably  have  on  his  health, 
fh>iii  tte  delitate  state  of  his  nerves,  and  all  the 
additional  misunderstandings  between  his  majesty 
and  the  pr ihce,  which  I  foresaw  would  inevita- 
bly feUdw,  were  this  fect^  which  would  give  the 
prince  so  powerful  a  handle  to  express  his  feel- 
ia^  upon  the  countenance  shewn  by  the  king 
to  the  priiioess,  at  a  time  when  I  knew  him 
to  be  aeverely  woiiinded  by  his  majesty's  visits  to 
Blackfaseath,  xm  the  one  hand,  and  the  reports  he 
bad  received  of  fhe  pnncess's  conduct  on  the  other, 
to  be  broaght  to  light ;  I  felt  it  my  bounden  duty^ 
as  aa  honest  man,  to  ui^e  all  these  arguments 
with  atf  -Sidney  Smith,  in  the  most  forcible  man- 
ner 1  was  master  of ;  adding  also,  as  a  further 
obfett,   worthy  of  the  ihoM  tferious  consideration^ 
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the    danger   of  any  -  appearand    of   ill-Uood    in 
the    family    at    sach    an    eventful   crisis,   and . ;  to 
press  upon  bis  mind   the   necessity   of  bis  *  using 
his  best  endeavours  with  sir  Jc^  Dougkus^  not- 
withstanding all  the.  provocation    that  -  had=  be^D 
given    them^    to    induce   him.  to    let .4he  matter 
drop,  and  pursue  it  no  farther.     Sir  Sidney  ob^ 
served  to  me^   that  sir  John  Douglas  was  a  man 
whom,  when  once, he  had  taken  a  lini^   from  •  a 
principle    of    honour,    it    vms    very    difficulC    to 
per9uade  to  depart  from  it ;  however^  as  he  thooght, 
that  if  any  man  could  prevail  upon  him,  Ae- might 
flatter    himself    with    being    the    most    likely    to 
persuade  him,  from  the  weight  he  had  with  him, 
he  would  immediately  try  bow .  far  he  could  gain 
upon  him,    by   making  use    of    those  arguments 
I    had   brought  forward  to   induce  him   to   drop 
the    matter   altogether.      About  four  or  five  days 
after  this,  sir  Sidney  called  upon  me  again,    and 
informed  me,  that  upon  making  use  with  sir  John 
of  those    reasons,    which    I    had    authorized    bis 
stating  to  be  those  by  which    I   was   actuated .  in 
making    the    request,    that   he    would    not  press 
the  business  further,  he  had  not  been  able  to  resist 
their  force ;  but  that  the  whole  extent  of  promise 
he  had  been  able  to  obtain  of  him,   amounted  to 
no  more,  than  that  he   would  under  existing  cir-- 
curnstances,  remain  quiety    if  le^t  unmolested-;    for 
that   he   would  not   pledge  himself  not  to  bring 
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the  'mbjeet  fovmtrA '  -kereafier,  when  the  same 
motiTe  might  no  longer-  operate  to  keep  him  silent. 
This  renlt  I  communicated,  to  the  best  of  my  re- 
colleclieii,  the  Itdtov^ing  day  to  the  princess,  wha 
seemed  satisfied  with  it;  and  from  that  day  to  the 
present  one,  I  never  have  heard  the  subject  named 
again  in  any  shape/until  called  upon  by  the  prmce 
to  make  known  to  him  the  circumstances  of  this 
tranaactioi),  as  &r  as  I  could  bring  them  to  my 
recollection/' 

Soon  after  this  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  signed 
the  ibllowing  statement! 


Statement  of  Lady  Douglas. 

*'  HIS  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales  having 
jodged  proper  to  order  me  to  detail  to  him^  as  heir- 
apparent^  the  whole. circumstances  of  my  acquaint 
tance  with  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales, 
from  the  day  I  first  spoke  with  her  to  the  present 
time,  I  felt  it  my  duty,  as  a  subject,  to  comply 
without  hesitation  with  his  royal  highness's' com 
mands ;  and  I  did  so,  because  I  conceived,  even 
putting  aside  the  rights  of  an  heir-apparent,  his 
royal  highness  was  justified  in  informing  himself  as 
to  the  actions  of  his  wife,  who/ from  all  the  infor- 
mation he  had  collected,  seemed  so  likely  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country ;  and  it  appeared  to 


[  *  ] 

me  that,  im  «o  itoin^>  Ifkc  rojral  higiific^  ^nted  hH 
earneit  regand  for  th«  teal  rnteiw^t  of  Vfrt  coovilDryi 
in  efMt^avoiiring*  to  '{)r€vent  iMicb  e  petikm  frofiti 
p^rhaptf,  one  day  pliicinf|^  a  ^vrikkifa  Mir  upoh  4be 
EngtUlh  tfcrdnd,  afKl  which  his  >ojfal  Kg^ens'lKi^ 
iftde^d  b  rigitt  to  fefir,  atrd  cotvrmuhicife  to  ibe 
Mveteig^,  as  the  priyib^.<iB  «f  Wateib  ioM  me,  ^'  if 
ilvi  W«re  dtfiksovtred  in  bringing  her  «oii  inlbo  <di« 
Krorld  sht  WoixU  give  the  prince  of  iffiA^  iliisf 
credit  of  it,  for  that  she  had  slept  two  nig^tilti^  <hiS 
yetr  ^he  wite  ptegYiai^t^A  Cfiriton-'lipisiti^/V 

''  As  an  Englishwoman,  ^iMiitM  in  tfte4»1^[Kt^ 
respectful  attachment  to  the  royal  family;  as  the 
daughter  of  an  English  officer,  who  has  all  bis  life 
received  the  most  gracious.  meH^  x>f  approbation 
and  protection  from  his  majesty,  and  from  his  riiyal 
highness  ike  prince  of  Wales ;  m4  es  this  wifb  of 
an  officer  w4iOfn  our  beloved  kit)g  has  (ipfiociti^d 
with  a  public  mark  of  hh  approbs((i«h,  4nii  wiib  hi 
bound  to  the  royal  family  by  fies  <>f  rttffectfaf  w* 
gard  and  Mtachm<eAt,  which  nothifig  cm  ^ver  brecft^ 
I  fe^l  it  my  duty  to  mtke  known  the  j^yriiiceii  of 
Wales's  ffeMmentg  afid  condiiet,  IMH¥,  )rikd  vi^HtW^ 
soever  I  may  be  called  mpon. 

^'  For  the  infe^mattou,  thert^fore^  of  bl9  itiaji^ty^ 
and  0f  thie  lyefr^j[)p^rent,  atid'  by  ^e  dtitire  q^  the 
faeir'^pfmrent,  I  beg  leave  to  sttitls,  that  trir  Jbhtt 
to^  a  house  Apon  Qleckbeiith  in  the  ya^t  ISO), 
beeaaie  the  kit  v^s:  belAer  for  IliiM',  efictt  Mi  fSgyp^ 
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tiMi  MfiMs,   than.  Lpndon^  and  it  19m  seroewbat 
nearerr  Chatham^ ^  where  his  military  duiias  oeoadon* 
allJF  ealWl,  him.     I  had  a  daagliter  boriv  apon  the 
17th  of  Friftruary^^  arid  we  took  vp  our  resi^jteniee 
there  iaAprU,  Kvuig   very    happily  and    quitdy; 
boil'  i|i  As  iponi^  of  NofembeVi  when  the  ^ound 
vas  e^vqtpi  wii^  snow,    as   I  was  lilting   in    my 
pafiei^r,  wbioh  commanded  a  view)  of  the  h«atK  I 
sawj  to.  my  surprise^  the  princess  of  Wales  elegandy 
dnssetf  in   a  lilac  satin  pelisse^  pHmrose^oolcMirfd 
halfThoats^   aa^)*  a   small  lilac  satin  travellingroap> 
faoed  with  sabla»  and  a  Iady>  pacing  up  and  dow^n 
hefbve  tte  boasa^  and  somatimQS:  stoppings  m  if  de- 
siroas  af  opening  the  gale  in  the  ironrrading  (o 
oomp  in.     At  firal  I  bad  no  conception  her  voyal 
highnesa  really  wished  to  come  in^  but  must  have 
miataktn  the  house  iar  anothei'  person's,  for  I  had 
never  been   made  known  to  her,  and  I  did  not 
know  that  she  koew  where  I  lived.      1   stood  at 
(he  window  looking  at  hcr^  and;  as  she  loolped  very 
myoh>  from  respeet  curtsied  (as  1  undersieod  was 
cualeaiaTy ;)'  tO'  my  astonishment  she  returned  my 
curtsey  by  a  familiar  nod^  and  stopped.     Old  lady 
Stuart^  aWesi  IndJan  lady^  who  lived  in  my  im- 
mediate aicighbonrhood,  and  who  was  in  the  habit 
<af  .ceflaiDg  in  te  sed  pe>  was  in  the  roosei^  and  said^ 
^'  Yek  difmU  go  oat,  her  royal  highitsss  wants  to 
ecunia  M  out  of  the  snow.''    Vpm  this  I  went  ont^ 
aaifL^iMi  nine  wniediatedy  to  aie  and  satd^  '^ibe- 
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lieve  you  are  hdy  Douglas^  and.yoa.lwve-a.v^ry 
beautiful  child  ;  I  .should  like  toseisifc."  I  answered 
that  I  was  lady  Douglas.  Her  <royal  higiipess  thcD 
said,  I  should  like  of  all  things  to  see  'your  Jittle 
child.  '^I  answered'/  tliat  I  waa  very  sorry  I^jceuM 
not  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  little  girl  to 
her^  as  I  and  my  iamily  were  spending  the  .cold 
weather  in  town,  and  I  was  only  come  tO:'pa88.«n 
hour  or  two  upon' the  heath.  :  I  held  open  the 
gate^  and  the  princess  of  Wales  and  her  lady^  JVfiss 
Bey  men  (I  believe)  walked  in  and  sat  down,  uid' 
stayed  above  an  hour^  laughing  very  much^at  hhdy 
Stuart^  who  being  a  singular  character^ :  talked  all 
kind  of  nonsense.  After  her  royal  highness  hM 
amused  herself  as  long  as  she  pleased,  she  inquired 
where  sir  John  Douglas  and  sjr  Sidney  Smith  were 
and  went  away^  having  shook  hands  with  me«  and 
expressed  her  pleasure  at  having  found  me-^out^; 
and  made  herself  known:  I  concluded,  that  air 
Sidney  Smith  had  acquainted  her  royal 'highness 
that,  we  resided  upon  the  heathy  as  he  was  just, 
arrived  in  England^  and  having  been  in  long  habits 
of  friendship  with  sir  John^  was  often  withus^. 
and  told  us  how  kind  he  should  think  it  if  we  coiild 
let  him  come  to  and  fro  w  ithout  ceremony,  and  let 
him  have  an  airy  room  appropriated  to  himself,  as 
he  was  always  ill  in  town,  and  from  being  astfamatife/. 
suffered  extremely  when  the  weather  was  fbggyin 
town.     Sir  John  gave  him  that  hospitable  reception 
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he  was  in  the  habit  of  dotn^  by  all  his^  old  fiiendb^ 
(for'  I  understand'  they  ha?e  been  known  to  each 
etbe^  more  than  twenty  yeers^)  and  he  introduced 
him  tO'  me  as  a  person,  fo  whom  he  wished  my 
finendly  attention  to  be  paid ;  as  I  had  never  seen 
sir  Sidnay  Smith  in  my  life^  antil  thifii  period,  when 
he  becattie»  as  it  were  a  part  of  the  family.  When 
I  Kidmed  to  town^  I  told  sir  John  Donglas  the 
dremnstance  of  the  princess  having  visited  me; 
aad  a  fern  days  after  this^  we  received  a  note  from 
Mrs.  Lisle  (who  was  in  waiting)  commanding  us 
to  dine  at  Montague  house.  We  went^  and  there 
wwe  several  persons  at  the  dinner.  I  remember 
kNPd  and  lady  Dartmouth,  and  I  think  Mr.  and 
Mra.  Arbnthnot,  &c.  &c.  From  this  time  the 
princess  made  me  frequent  visits,  always  attended 
by  her  ladies,  or  Mrs.  Sander  (her  maid.)  When 
Sander  came,  she  was  sent  back,  or  put  in  another 
room ;  but  when  any  of  her  ladies  were  with  her, 
we  always  sat  together.  Her  royal  highness  was 
never  attended  by  any  livery  servants,  but  she  al- 
ways walked  about  Blackheath  and  the  neighbour- 
hood only  with  her  female  attendants.  In  a  short 
time,  the  princess  became  so  extravagantly  fond  of 
me^  that^  however  flattering  it  might  be^  it  certainly 
was  very  troublesome.  Leaving  her  attendants 
beiow^  she  would  push  past  my  servant,  and  run 
up  stairs  into  my  bedchamber,  kiss  me,  take  me  in 
her  anns^  and  tell  me  I  was  beautiful,  saying  she 
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b^  Mvff  loved  any  wouiad  so  ii|ii«cb{  ibfit  «he 
would  regpttlale  my  dress^  for  hhe jk\igkt^^^ in  ^^ 
tifig  <iS  a  priotty  woman;  and  suoh  bj^-ftowii 
com{)tiBieQt8  thai  women  are  aever  used  bo  |»By  to 
eacb  o^en  I  ulsed  to  beg  her  royal  higtine^e  iioi 
to  (feed  niy  «elf-4oVe»  as  W6  had  all  enough  of  Jthat, 
withcmt  ebcowaging  one  arDotber.  She  wpuU 
then  stop  «ie^.  and  enuioerate  all  my  good  ipointp  i 
liad>  s€Myitig  she  wIeis  determined  to  teach  me  .-to  Kt 
tiierti  off.  She  would  exclaim.  Oh!  believe  fw, 
yoa  are  %utt€  beautiful^  di-fierent  from,  almost  any 
Englii^  woman ;  your  arms  are  fitie  bey(M:i4  jiuoa^^ 
giMition^  your  bust  is  very  good^  and  j^Qur,  ^y^e^ 
Oh^  I  nevter  saw  such  eyes — all  other  women  jwl^o 
have  dark  eyes  look  fierce^  but  ,yours  (my  fdear  la4y 
>l>9ug>las)  are  nothing  but  softness  and  ^we^a^ss^ 
atid  yet  quite  dark.  In  this  manner  she  4vi^at  on 
perpetually,  even  before  skangers,  1  remen»\)ier 
when  i  was  one  morning  at  her  house,  with,  her 
royal  bi^ae^s,  Mrs.  Harcourt,  and  her  Jadiei^  the 
•duke  of  Kent  came  to  teke  leave  before  bis  «royal 
Jiighiiess  west  to  Gibttralter.  Wtbea  we  "vrtcf  e  sil^ii^ 
at  table,  the  (pniacess  introduced  me,  and  said: — 
Your  Toyal  highness  must  lo€4^  at  her  eyqs ;  Ju^nt 
now  she  has  disguised  herself  ^a  ^a  large  hi^tjou 
cumnbt  see  'how  handsctfne  she  is.  The  di^ke  €»f 
Kienit  mas  vet^  j)oli(e  and  obliging,  ^for  he -^ntUiiDed 
to  talk  ^iMith  Mrs.  Harcoupt,  and  took  little  ipatice, 
fos  ^hioh  I  feU  fnuch  .obliged ;  bat  she  ii^rsisted^ 
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an4  /saiAr-TdJu^  off  yonr  tiat.  J  4\^  pfiit  do  it,  a{i4 
she  took  it  off;  but  his  royal  highness,  I  supjjiqiiflij, 
cQQceivifig  it  cmld  nqt  h^  very  pleasant  %o  ppe^ 
took  Iktikd  notice^  and  tal|jLe4  (^  something  else. 

'^  WheveiEer  the  princess  visited  w,  either  sir 
Jsbn/  Of  J,  Ketiirnfid  hoipcj  wij^  JJier  »f^  hejr 
Itti^:iy  qiui(e  to  the  door;  and  if  he  )vere  oot^  I 
Kent  yjfiih  her  royal  highness^  and  toqk  my 
fjofotnanj  for  i^e  soop  ^an^  that  her  royal  highne(» 
nfas  0.  yery  piagi]^lar  ai)^  a  very  indiscrc^et  if^oman^ 
mi  vre  resolved  to  ,be  al^?ys  yery  carefiil  a,Qd 
guarded  with  her ;  and  when  she  yjpited  ns^  if  any 
vrntor  yibosqever  caqie  tq  pgr  hpuse^  they  were 
pjit  intp  another  ropip^  and  tb^y  could  not  ^^e  tbje 
princess^  or  be  in  h^r  society,  unless  phe  positively 
desired  it.  Howey^r,  h^er  royal  highness  forgot 
her  high  station  (and  she  was  always  forgetting  it;) 
W/e  truyt,  and  hope^  pnd  feel  sati^f^ed^  we  never  for 
B  sM>ineut  lost  sight  lof  her  being  the  wife  of  thp 
beirTapjpiareQt. 

•^  Wiespawed  Qnritjine  ap  h^r  rpya)  bighneps  chose 
when  togiether,  and  the  usual  amusement^  wi^rcr- 
playing  French  proverbs^  in  which  the  priniqess 
always  .cast  the  parts,  and  played;  oausical  magic, 
foirfeits  of  all  kinds;  sooj^etimes  dancing;  and  in 
this  lo^nner,  either  the  pi^incess  and  her  ladies  wijlh 
me,  pr  w:e  at  MontagueT^iouse,  we  passed  ooV  time. 
Twice,  after  spending  the  morning  with  me,  she 
ri^maine^  iivitbgja.t  giving  jme  ^ny  previpBs  nptice^ 
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and  would  dine  with  us.    And  tha»  ended  the  year 

1801 
In  the  month  of  February^  before  Miai  GarUi 

0 

was   to   come  into  waiting   in  March    1808;   the 
princess^  in  one  of  her  morning  visits^  after  she  had 
setit  Sander  home,    said^    *'  My  dear  lady  Doug- 
las^   I  am  come  to  see   you  this  morning  to   iBi$k 
a    great   feyour    of  you^    which  I  hope  you  will 
grant  tne."      '<I    told  her  I  was  sure  she  could 
not  make  an  unworthy  request^  and  that  I  would 
only  say,    I  should  hate  great  pleasure  in  doin^ 
any  thing  to  oblige  her,  but  I  was  really  at  a  loss 
to  guess  how  I  possibly  could  have  it  in  my  power 
to  grant  her  a  favour."     Her  royal  highness  re- 
plied,   ''what   I  have  to  ask  is  for  you  to  come 
and  spend  a  fortnight  with  me:  you  shall  iiot  be 
separated  fro(n  sir  John,    for  he  may  be  with  you 
iVhenever   he    pleases,    and  bring  your-  little    girl 
and  maid.      I    mean  you  to  come  to  the   Round 
Tower,  where  there  is  a  complete  suite  of  rooms 
for  a  lady  and  her  servant.     When  Mrs.  Lisle  was 
in  waiting,  and  hurt  her  foot,  she  resided  there; 
Miss  Heyman  always  was  there,  and  lord  and  lady 
Lavington  have  slept  there.     When  I   have  any 
marrie'd  people  visiting  me,  it  is  better  than  their 
being  in  the  house,  and  we  are  only  separated  by 
a   small    garden.      I  dislike  Miss  Garth,  and  ishe 
hates  to  be  with  me,  more  than  what  her  duty  de- 
mands, and  1  don't  wish  to  trouble  any  of' Xny 
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kidieS:4E>ut,jpf  their  turn.  I  shall  require  you y.  as 
lady  In  waiting/  to  attend  me  in  my  walks; 
and  whten  I  drive  out;  write  my  notes  and  letters 
for  aUB^ :  and  ^  in  the  way  to  speak  tp  any  one 
wba  may  epme  on  business.  I  seldom  appear  until 
«l)QUt  three  o'clock^  and  you  may  g<Q  home  be- 
fore I  want  you  after  breakfast  every  day."  1 
replied^  that  being  a  married  woman^  I  could 
not  promise  for  myself,  and,  as  sir  John  was  much 
out  of  healthy  I  should  not  like  to  leave  him; 
but  he  was  always  so  kind  and  good  natured  to 
me^  -  that  I  dare  venture  to  say  he  would  allow 
me  if  he  could;  and  when. he  came  home  I  asked 
IHm  if  I  should  go.  Sir  John  agreed  to  the 
princess's  desire^  and  I  took  the  waiting.  During 
my  stay  I  attended  her  Royal  Highness  to  the 
play  and  the  opera  I  think  twice^^  and  also  to  dine 
at  lord  Dartmouth's  and  at  Mr.  Windham's.  At 
Mr,  Windham's  in  the  evenings  while  one  of  the 
ladies  was  at  the  harpsichord^  the  princess  com* 
plained  of  being  very  warm,  and  called  out  for. 
ale,  which  by  a  mistake  in  the  language^  she 
^ways  calls  oil.  Mrs.  Windham  was  perfectly  at 
■a  loss  to  comprehend  her  wishes,  and  came'  to  me 
for  an  explanation.  I  told  her  I  believed  she  meant 
ale.  Mrs.  Windham  said  she  had  none  in  the  hou^. 
Was  it  any  particular  kind  she  required  ?  I  told  her 
I  believed  not;  that  when  the  princess  thodght 
proper  to  visit  me,  she  always   wanted  it,  and  I 
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gave  her  what  I  had,  or  could  procure  for  her 
uj^m  Blackheath.  We  could  not  always  suddenly 
obtain  what  was  wished.  Mrs.  Wrndbam  then 
proposed  to  have  some  sent  for,  and  ^id  so ;  k  was 
brought,  and  the  princess  drank  it  aM. — When 
at  Lord  Dartmouth's  his  lordship  asked  me  if  I 
was  the  only  lady  in  waiting,  being,  I  supposed, 
surprised  at  my  appearing  in  that  situation,  when, 
to  his  knowledge,  I  had  not  Icnown  the  princess 
more  than  four  months.  I  answered,  T  was  at 
Montague  House,  acting  as  lady  in  waiting,  until 
Miss  Garth  was  well,  as  the  princess  told  me  she 
was  ill.  Lord  Dartmouth  looked  surprised,  and 
said  he  had  not  heard  of  Miss  Garth  being  ill,  and 
was  surprised.  I  was  struck  with  Lord  Dart^- 
moufh's  seeming  doubt  of  Miss'  Garth's  illness, 
and  after  thought  upon  it.  'From  the  dinner  we 
went  at  an  early  hour  to  the  opera,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Blackheath.  During  ibis  visit  I  was 
greatly  surprised  at  the  whole  style  of  the  prin- 
cess of  Wales's  conversation,  which  was  constantly 
very  loose,  and  such  as  I  had  not  been  accustomed 
to  hear;  such  as,  in  many  instances,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  repeat,  even  td  sir  John,  and  such  to 
made  me  iiope  I  should  cease  to  know  faier,  before 
my  daughter  might  be  old  enough  to 'be  corrupted 
by  her.  I  confess  I  went  home  hoping  and  believ- 
ing she  was  at  times  a  good  deal  disordered  in  her 
senses,  or  she  never  would' imveigone  an  as  she  did 


[  ^  ] 

When  sbe  came  to  sup  with  me  in  the  Tower 
(which  "she  often  didj)  she  would  arrive  in  a  long 
red  cloaks  a  silk  handkerchief  tied  over  her  head 
under  her  chin,  and  a  pair  of  slippers  down  at  the 
heelfi. 

After  supper  I  attended  her  to  the  hquse.  I 
found  her  a  person  without  education  or  talents^ 
and  without  any  desire  of  improving  herself. 
Amongst  other  things  which  surprised  me  while 
there^  was  a  plan  she  told  me  she  had  in  hand : 
tfiat  prince   William  of  Gloucester  liked  me^  and 

^  that  she  had  written  to  him  to  tell  him  a  fair  lady 
was  in  her  tower^  that  sbe  kfit  it  to  his  own  heart 
to  find  out  who  it  was^  hut  if  he  was  the  gal* 
lant  prince  she  thought  hinij  he  would  fly  and  see. 
I  was  amazed  at  such  a  contrivance^  and  said,  Good 
God !  how  could  your  royal  highness  do  so  ?  I 
really  liked  sir  John  better  than  any  body^  and  am 

'  quite  satisfied  and  happy.  I  waited  nine  years 
for  him,  and  never  wo^ld  marry  any  other  person. 
The  Princess  ridiculed  this,  and  said^  Nonsense^ 
nonsen8e>  my  dear  friend.  In  consequence  of  the 
princess's  note^  prince  William  actually  rode  the 
next  morning  to  the  tower^  but  by  good  fortune  sir 
Sidney  Soaith  had  previously  called  and  been  ad- 
mitted^ and  as  we  were  walking  by  the  house^  her 
rQyal  highness  saw  the  Prince  coming,  went  im- 
mediately out  of  sights  and  ran  and  told  a  servant 
to  sa^  she  ajxd  I  were  gone  walkings  and  w^  iiq- 
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mediately  walked  away  to  Charlton,  having  firsts 
uoperceived,  seen  prince  William  ride  back  again^ 
(of  course  not  very  well  pleased,  and  possibly  be* 
lieving  I  had  a  band  in  bis  ridicnlous  adventure.) 
It  seems  he  was  angry ;  for  soon  after,  his  royal 
highness,  the,  late  duke  of  Gloucester  came  and 
desired  to  see  the  princess,  and  UAd  her,  that  his/ 
son  William  had  represented  to  him  how  very 
free  she  permitted  sir  Sidney  Smith  to  be,  and  how 
constantly  he  was  visiting  at  Montague  House ;  that 
it  rested  with  herself  to  keep  her  acquaintance  it 
a  proper  distance,  and  as  sir  Sidney  was  a  lively, 
thoughtless  man,  and  had  not  been  accustomed 
to  the  society  of  ladies  of  her  rank,  he  might  forget 
himself,  and  she  would  then  have  herself  to  blame 
— that  as  a  father,  and  an  earnest  friend,  he  came 
to  her,  very  sorry  indeed  to  trouble  her,  but  be. 
conjured  and  begged  her  to  recollect  how. very 
peculiar  her  situation  was,  and  how  doubly  re^ 
quisite  it  was  she  should  be  mdure  cautious  than  « 
other  people.  To  end  this  lecture  (as  she  called  it) 
she  rang  the  bell;  and  desired  Mrs.  Cole  to  fetch 
me.  I  went  into  the  drawing*room,  where  the 
duke  and  her  royal  highness  were  sitting,  and 
Mke  introduced  me  as  an  old  friend  of  prince  Wil- 
liam's. His  royal  highness  got  up,  and  looked  at 
me  very  much,  and  then  said,  '*  The  princess  has 
been  talking  a  great  deal  about  you,  and  tells 
you  have  made  oae    of  the   most  deli^tful 
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nm^^fn  llbe  worlds  and  indeed^  li  migbt  wefl: 
he  Ssoy  yihea  the  noolher  was  so  handsomec  and 
good-naiured  looking."  Ry  this  time  I  wa^  so 
used  to  kb^se  fkie  speeches/  either  from  the  prin- 
cess^' OT  fi?om  her  through  others^  that  I  wai^  ready 
Uf  hngh,  and  I  only  said,  '*  We  did  not  talk  mudh. 
aBout  beaqty,  but'roy  Httle  girl  was  in  g^ood  hecilth; 
and'  ber  royal  highness  was  very  obliging/'  Aa 
goon  as  his  royal  highness  ^was  gone,  the  princess 
sent  again!  for  me^  told  me  every  word  he  had  sard^ 
aod  aaidt  *'  He  is  a  good  man^  and  therefore  I  took 
it  88  it  was  meant ;  but  if  prince  William  bad 
ventured  to  talk  to  me  himself,  I  wo^ld  certainly 
hftve  boned  his  ears ;  however^  as  he  is  90  inqui- 
sitive^ and  watches  me,  I  will  cheat  him,  and  throw 
the  dust  in  bis  eyes,  and  make  him  believe  sir 
Sidney  comes  here  to  see  you,  and  that  you  and 
he  are  the  greatest  possible  friendfi.  I  delight  of 
all  things  in  cheating  those  clever  people."  Her 
speech  and  intentions  fnade  me  serious,  and  my 
mind  wan  forcibly  struck  with  the  great  danger 
there  woald  follow  to  myself,  if  she  was  this  kind 
of  person,  I  begged  her  not  to  think  of  doing 
such  a  thing,  saying,  your  royal  highness  knows  it 
is  not  (10,  and  although  I  would  do  much  to  obligi^ 
yon,  yet^  when  my  own  character  is  at  stake,  I 
must  stopf  Good  God,  ma'am,  his  royal  highness 
would  naturally  repeat  it,  and  what  should  I  dp  ? 
Repulntion  >vill  not  bear  being  sported  with.    The 
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princess  took  me  by  the  hand^  and  said^  Certainly 
my  dear  lady  Douglas,  I  know  very  well  it  is  not 
so,  and  therefore  it  does  not  signify.      I  am  sure 
it  js  not  so,  that  I  am  sure  of.      I  have  much  too 
good  an  opinion  of  yoa^  and  too  good  an  opinion 
of  sir   Sidney    Smith.      It  v^ould  be  very  bad  in 
him,  after,  sir  John's  hospitality  to  .him.     I  know 
him  incapable  of  such  a  thing,  for  I  have. known 
him   a   long   time;    but  still  I  wonder  too  in   the 
same  house  it  does  not. happen.      By  this  time   I 
was  rather  vexed,    and  said.   Your    royal   high- 
ness   and    I    think  quite  differently — Sir  Sidney 
Smith  comes   and  goes  as  he  pleases  to  his  room 
in  pur  house.     I  really  see  little  of  him.     He  seems 
a  very  good-humoured,  pleasant  man,  and  I  always 
think  one  may  be  upon  very  friendly  tenns   with 
men  who  are  friends    of  one's  husbands,  without 
being  their  humble  servants.    The  princess  argued 
upon  this  for  an  hour,   said,   this  is  Miss  Grarth's 
argument,  but  she  was  mistaken,   and   it  was   ri- 
diculous.    If  ever  a  woman  was  upon  friendly  terms 
with  any  man,  they  were  sure  to  become  lovers.     I 
said,  I  shall  continue  to  think  as  Miss  Garth  did, 
;and   that   it   depended  very  much  upon  the  lady. 
Upon  the  39th  of  March,  I  lefit  Montague-bouse, 
and  the  princess  commanded  me  to  be  sent  up  to 
her  bed-chamber.     I  went  anci  found  her  in  bed, 
and  I  took    Mrs.  Vansittart's    note  in  my   hand, 
announcing  the  news  of  peace.    She  desired  me 
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to  sit  down  close  to  the  bed^  and  then  taking  my 
hand^  she  said,  *^^  You  see;  my  dear  friend,  I  have 
the  most  complaisant  husband  in  the  world —  I 
have  no  one  to  controul  me — I  see  whotn  T  like^ 
I  go  where  I  like^  I  spend  what  I  please^  and  his 
royal  highness  pays  for  all — Other  English  hus- 
bands plague  their  wives^  but  he  never  plagues 
me  at  all/ which  is  certainly  being  very  polite 
and  complaisant,  and  I  am  better  off  than  my 
siister,  who  was  heartily  beat  every  day.  How 
much  happier  am  I  than  the  duchess  of  York! 
She  and' the  Duke  hate  each  other,  and  yet  they 
will  be  two  hypocrites,  and  live  together — ^that  I 
would  never  do. — Now  Til  shew  you  a  letter 
wherein  the  prince  of  Wales  gives  me  full  leave 
to  follow  n^y  own  plans/'  She  then  put  the 
letter  into  my  hands,  the  particulars  of  which  I 
have  mentioned.  When  I  had  finished,  I  ap- 
peared affected,  and  she  said,  '''You  seem  to  think 
that  a  fine  thing;  now  I  see  nothing  in  it;  but 
I  dare  to  j;ay  that  when  my  beloved  had  finished 
it,  he  fancied  it  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  penmanship 
in  the  world.  I  should  have  been  the  man,  and  he 
the  woman,  I  am  a  real  Brunswick,  and  do  not 
know  what  the  sensation  fear  is  ;  but  as  to  him, 
he  lives  in  eternal  warm  water,  and  delights  in  it, 
if  he  can  but  have  his  slippers  under  any  old  dow- 
ager's table,  and  sit  there  scribbling  notes;  that's 
his  whole  delight.      She  then  told  me  every  circum- 
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stance  rekitite  to  her  ttarriage^  ujlld  that  ^w<^^ 
hewpeirBAed,  and  that  she  bad  in  vi'f  el  the  -  cbaiiccj- 
lor  very  often  lately^  to  try  and  accompAisk  U^ 
but  they  Were  stupid^  and  told  her  it  *<0iaiti 
not  be  done.  It  appeared  to  oie  that  M  MIm 
time  her  royal  highness's  mind  was  bent  apOii 
the  accompli^ment  of  this  porpose;  'and  t(  W6«<0 
be  founds  I  thinks  from  Lord  Eldon  and  the  dlheni^ 
that  she  pressed  this  subject  close  upon  tlie0>-  ^hwi 
ever  they  were  at  Montague-4iouse ;  for  %bf  told 
me  more  than  once  she  had.  Her  royai  highiies9f 
before  she  put  the  letter  by^  said^  ^^  I  always  ke&p 
thiis^  for  it  Is  ever  necessary,  f  wiO  go  into  ^e 
house  of  lords  with  it  myself.  The  prince  of  Widea 
desires  rae^  in  that  letter,  to  choose  my  own  pltm. 
of  life^  and  amuse  myself  as  1  like ;  and  al80>  wbet> 
I  lived  in  Carlton  house,  he  often  asked  me  why  1 
did  not  select  some  particular  gentleman  for  myfriend,^ 
and  was  surprised  I  did  not" — She  then  added,  I 
am  not  treated  at  all  as  a  princess  of  Wales  .ought.!?o 
he.  As  to  the  friendship  of  the  duke  of  <7lou^^ 
ter's  family^  I  understand  that  prince  William 
would  like  to  marry  either  my  daughter  or  mej  if 
he  could.  I  now  therefore  am  desirous  of  fortning 
a  society  of  my  own  choosing^  and  I  beg  yot 
always  to  remember^  all  your  life,  that  I  shall  ^ 
ways  be  happy  to  see  you.  I  think  you  very  dis^ 
creet^  and  the  best  woman  in  the  Worlds  and  I  beg 
yon  to  consider  the  tower   always  as  yow  own; 


ther6'tfrt!k)fflted,titid  yoa  might  almost  tive  there;  and 
if  Hif  John  is  Wer  called  away^  do  not  go  home  to 
your  fln^ ;  it  is  not  pleasant  after  people  have 
tbildretti  therefore  always  come  to  my  tower.  I 
bo^  to  sw  yOa  there  very  soon  again.  The  prince 
has  fifTer^  me  sixty  thousand  if  I'll  go  and  li^e  at 
Hlmoverj  but  I  never  Vvill ;  this  is  the  only  country 
h)  %be  ifTorld  to  live  in:*'  She  then  kissed  me^  and 
I  took  my  leave. 

^  While  I  had  be^n  in  the  round  tower  in  Mon-, 
tigtte  hoiise^  which  only  consists  of  two  rooms  and 
t  closet' on  a  floor,  I  had  always  my  maid  and 
child  ^le^t  within  my  room,  and  sir  John  was 
generally  with  me,  he  &nd  all  my  friends  having 
free  permission  to  visit.  Mrs.  Cole  (the  page) 
slept  over  my  room,  anrl  a  watchman  went  round 
tbe  lower  all  night.  Upon  my  return  home,  the 
Mime  apparent  friendship  continued,  and,  in  one  of 
her  royal  highnesses  evening  visits  she  told  me,  she 
vraa  come  to  have  a  long  conversation  with  me, 
that  she  had  been  in  a  great  agitation,  and  I  must 
^ess  what  had  happened  to  her.  I  guessed  a 
great  many  things,  but  she  said  no  to  them  all, 
and  then  I  said  I  gave  it  up,  for  I  had  no  idea  what 
she  cottid  mean,  and  therefore  might  guess  my 
whole  fife  ^withoat  success.  ''  Well  then,  I  must 
tell  you,"  said  her  royal  highness,  "but  I  am  sure 
yon  kno\V  all  the  while.  I  thought  you  had  com- 
pletely found  me  t>ut,  and  therefore  I  came  to  you. 
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for  you  looked,  droll  when  I  called  for  ale  and  fried 
onions  and  potatoes^  and  when  I  said  I  eat  tongue 
and  chickens  at  my  breakfast  *  that  I  would,  sure  as 
nay  life^  you  suspected  me;  tell  me  honestly,  did 
you  not  ?"  I  affected  not  to  understand  the  princess 
at  dM,  and  did  not  really  comprehend  her.  She 
then  said,  ''  Well,  I'll  tell ;  I  am  with  child,  and 
the  child  came  to  life  when  I  was  breakfasting 
with  lady  Willoughby.  The  milk  flowed  up  intp 
my  breast  so  fast,  that  it  came  through  my  muslin 
gown,  and  I  was  obliged  to  pretend  that  I  had 
spilt  somethings  and  go  up  stairs  to  wipe  my  gowu 
with  a  napkin,  and  got  up  stairs  into  lady  WiU 
loughby's  room,  and  did  very  well,  but  it  was  an 
unlucky  adventure."  I  was,  indeed,  most  sincerely 
concerned  for  her,  conceiving  it  impossible  but  she 
must  be  ruined,  and  I  expressed  my  sorrow  iti  the 
strongest  terms,  saying,  what  would  she  do  ?  she 
could  never  carry  such  an  affair  through,  and  I 
then  said,  I  hoped  she  was  mistaken.  She  said 
No,  she  was  sure  of  it,  and  these  sort  of  things 
only  required  a  good  courage ;  that  she  should 
manage  very  well ;  but  though  she  told  me  she 
would  not  employ  me  in  the  business,  for  I  was 
like  all  the  English  women,  so  very  nervous,  and 
she  had  observed  me  so  frightened  a  few  days  paist, 
when  a  horse  galloped  near  me,  tha(  she  would 
not  let  me  have  any  thing  to  do  for  the  world. 
The  princess  added,  ^*  You  will  be  surprised  to  see 
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how  well  I  manage  it,   and  I  am  determined  to 

suckle  the  child  myself."  '    I  expressed   my   grrat 

apprehensions^  and   asked  her  what  she  would  do 

if  the  prince  of  Wales  seized  her  person^  when  she 

wa^  a  Wet-nurse  ?     She  said  she  would  never  suffer 

^ny  one  to  touch  her  person.     She  laughed  at  my 

fears^  and  added^  ^'  You  know  nothing  about  these 

things;  if  you  had  read  Les  Avantures  du  Chevalier 

de.  Grammonty  you  would  know  better  what  famous 

tricks  princesses  and  their  ladies  played  then,  and 

you    shall  and  must    read  the  story    of  Catherine 

Parr  and  lady    Douglas  of  those  times ;  have  you 

never  heard  of  if?     She  then  related  it,  but  as  I 

never  had  heard  of  it,  I  looked  upon  it  as  her  own 

invention  to  reconcile   my  mind  to  these    kind  of 

things.     After  this  we  often  met,  and  the  princess 

often  alluded  (o  her  situation  and  to  mine^  and  one 

day  as  we  were  sitting  together  upon  the  sofa,  she 

pat  her  hand  upon  her  stomach,  and  said^  laughing, 

"  Well,  here  we  sit  like  Mary  and  Elizabeth,   in 

the  Bible.'*  When  she  was  bled  she  used  to  press  me 

always  to  be  present,  a'nd  used  to  be  quite  angry 

that  I  would  not,  and  whatever  she  thought  good. for 

herself  she  always  recommended  to  me.     Her  royal 

highness  now  took  every  occasion  to  estrange   me 

from  sir  John,  by  laughing  at  him,  and  wondering 

how  I  could  be  content  with  him;  urged  me  con- 

stanti}'  to  keep  my  own  room,  and  not  to  continue 

to  sleep  with  him,    and  said,   if  I  had   any  more 
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cHiMr^n/^(i  wotrld  hhte  nblUnng  niore  M  fi^y  t^ 
me.  Her  design  was  evident^  arid  etoily  ik^ 
through,  and  consequently  averted.  §be  liatondiy 
wished  to  keep  us  apart^  lest,  iii  tt  nkMettt  of  6hxi^ 
fideilce,  I  should  repeat  what  she  had  dhritlged, 
and  if  she  estranged  me  From  my  husband,  she  kept 
me  to  herself.  I  took  especial  ckve,  thercffbre^  Ihat 
riiy  regard  for  him  should  not  be  undermined.  I 
neyer  told  him  her  situation,  and,  contrary  ttvber 
wishes,  sir  John  and  I  remained  upon  the  same 
happy  terms  we  always  had. 

''  It  will  scarcely  be  credited,  Cnevertbeleas  k  ik 
strictly  true,  and  those  who  were  present  warnt 
avow  it,  or  peijure  themselves)  what  liberty  the 
princess  gave  both  to  her  thoughts  and  her  iongae^ 
in  respect  to  every  part  of  the  royal  family.  .  It  .*a» 
disgusting  to  ud,  beyond  the  power  of  language  to 
describe,  and  upon  such  occasions  we^  always  be* 
lieved^nd  hoped  she.  could  not  be  aware  of  what- 
she  was  talking  about,  otherwise  common  iailiily 
affection,  common  sense,  and  common  policy^ 
would  have  kept  her  silent.  She  said  before  the 
two  Fitzgeralds,  sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  ourselves^ 
that  when  Mr.  Addihgton  had  his  house  gi^en 
him,  his  majesty  did  not  know  what  he  was  about, 
and  waved  her  hand  round  and  round  her  hei^d, 
laughing,  and  saying,  *^  certainly  he  did  not;  but 
the  queen  got  twenty  thousand,  so  that  was  all 
very  well,"     We  were  fill  at  a  loss,  and  nd  one 
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laid  •Qv  thihff.  This  was  at  my  bouse  one  morn- 
iij^;  the  rest  of  Uie  morning  pafiifdd  in  abusji^g 
11^.  Adqington  (now  lord  Sidtnouth.)  and  her 
qnti^aea^  upon  him  closed. by  sayings  /'It  waAQp(; 
much  wonder  a  peace  was  not  lastinff.  when  it  wm 
DEiaae  by. the  son  of  a  quack- doctor/'    Before  ^iss 

ff«"*i^^^'  ..?^t  ?.^^^"",^  ?.t  my  hopse.  she,  said, 
''  Pnhce  William  is  goins:  to  Russia «  and  .there  is 
to  be  a  irrand  alliance  with  a  Russian  Prinqess,  but 
it  is  not  very  likely  a  Russian  princess  will  marry 
the  grandson  of  a  washerwoman/'.  Sir^,Sidney 
^mi$^,^|io  was^  begged  her  par^,??,  as; 

«ertod  it  was  not  so.  and  washed  to  slop  ^ber.  b^t 

y  :.  ?-f!     '.'..It  ':  .■■■'.  I    ■.-.'jr.  .     T»    ^        ^      . 

she  contradicted  him.,  and  entered  into  all  she  kni^w 
of  the  private  history  of  the  duchess's  ipptherj. 
nyiDg,  "she  was  literally  a,  cpminon  \va8r^€5r- 
woman,  and  the  duchess  need  not  to  t^ke.so  much 
paiUflj  and  not  to  expose  her  skin  to  the  open  ajr^ 
w|ien  her  mother  had  been  in  it  all  .day^  jk>.n$^'! 
When  she  was  ffone,  sir  John  was  very  ipuch  dis* 
^sted,  ai[id  said^  her  conversation  had  been  .^9  \(fvi: 
and  ill-judffed^  and  so  much  below  her^  that  he  was 

p  •     .  -  .■  -^  •  « 

perfectly  ijshamed  of  her,,  and  jshe  disgraced  h^r^ 
station.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  agreed,  and  Qonfessed 
he  v^as  astonished,  for  it  must  be  confessed  she  wa^ 
not^  deserving^  of  her  station.  After  the.j/duk^.  ^f 
Kent  had  been  so  kind  as  to  come  and  tak^  leave 
of  her,  before  he  lagt  left  England,  upon  the.jdayj. 
mentioned,    she    delivered  her  critique    upon    hia 
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royal  highness^  sayings  ''  He  hajd  the  manners  of  a 
prince,  but  was  a  disagreeable  many  and  not  to  be 
trusted^  and  that  his  majesty  had  told  him,  '  Now, 
sir^  when  you  go  to  Gibraltar,  do  not  make  such  a 
trade  of  it  as  you  did  when  you  went  to  Halifax. - 
The  princess,  repeated^  upon  my  honour  it  is  true; 
the  king  said,  '  Do  not  make  such  a  trade  of  it/  ^' 
She  went  on  to  say^  '^  the  priuce  at  first  ordered 
them  all  to  keep  away,  but  they  came  now  some- 
times :  however^  they  were  no  loss^  for  there  is  not 
a  man  among  them  all  whom  any  one  can  make 
their  friend."  As  1  was  with  the  princess  one 
morning  in  her  garden  house^  his  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  Cumberland  waited  upon  her.  As 
soon  as  he 'was  gone  she  said,  '' He  was  a  foolish 
boy^  and  had  been  asking  her  a  thousand  foolish 
questions."  She  then  told  me  every  word  of  his 
secrets^  which  he  had  been  telling  her;  in  particular 
a  long  story  of  Miss  Keppel,  and  that  he  si^id,  the 
old  woman  left  them  together,  and  wanted  to  take 
him  in^  and  therefore  he  had  cut  the  connecti7)n. 
She  said,  she  liked  his  countenance  best,  but  she 
could  trace  a  little  family  likeness  to  herself;  but 
for  all  the  rest  they  were  very  ill  made,  and  had 
plumb-pudding  faces^  which  she  could  not  bear. 
His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Cambridge  was 
next  ridiculed.  She  said,  he  looked  exaicUy  like 
a  Serjeant,  and  so  vulgar  with  his  ears  full  of 
powder/'     This  was  her  royal  highness's  usual  and 
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fiivourU^  miOKle  of  amusing  herself  and  hercoropaoy. 
The  '.conversation  was  always  about  men,  praising 
the  JBngiish  men,  reviling  all  English  woroen^  as 
being  the  ugliest  creatores  in  the  worlds  and  the 
worsts  and  always  engaged  in  some  project  or  an* 
othe^/  as  the  impulse  of  the  moment  ipight  prompt^ 
without    regard  to   consequences,  or   appearances. 
Whether  she  amused  other  people  in  the  same  way;, 
I  know  not,  but  she  chose  to  relate  to  me  every 
private   circumstance  she  knew  relative    to  evek*y 
part  'of  the  royal  family,  and  also  every  thing  re- 
lative   to  her  own/   with  such  strange  anecdotes, 
and  circumstantial    accounts  of   things  that  never 
are  talked  of^  that  I  again  repeat>  I  hope  I  shall 
never  hear    again;    and  1  remember  once  in  my 
lytng*ia-room^  she  gave  such  an  account  of  lady 
Ann   Windham's   mairiage^    and  all  her  husband 
said  on  the  occasion^  that  Mrs.   Fitzgerald  sent  her 
daughter  out  of  the  room  while  her  royal  highness 
finished  her  story.     Such  was  the  person  we  found 
her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales,  and  as 
we  continued  to  see  her  character  and  faults,  sir    ; 
John   and    myself    more   and    more,    daily     aiid 
hourly,  regretted  that  the  world  could  not  see  her 
as  we  did,  and  that  his  royal  highness  the  prinCe 
of  Wales  should  have  lost  any  popvlarityy  when;    ^ 
from  her  own  account  (the  only  account  we  ever 
had)  she  was  the  aggressor  from  the  beginning,  her-i>    . 
self  a/{?/ie;  and  I,  as  an  humble  individual,  declare. 


[     102     ] 

first  impulse  was  to  piisli  back'  my  chair  -and  quH 
the  house;   but^  the  idea   that   I  should  breilktfp 
the  party  from  table^  and  make  a  cohfusion;    and 
also   m^   not  bein;^  able  to  walk   home^  and  my 
carriage  "not  being  ordered  until  night,  left  m^  10 
my    chair.    -  l^he  conversation   was-  changed;    a^ 
last  sir  Sidney  said  again,  '*  Well^  these  ladies  haVe 
had  a  severe  trimmings   they  had  better  not  have 
come  to  Blackheath,  and  there  sits  poor  lady  Doqg-^. 
kis,  looking  as  if  she  were  going   to   be  execilT: 
ted/'     I  was  very  far  advanced  in  my  pregnancyy 
it  agitated  me  greatly,  and  1  remained  aloof  and 
very    shy   all    the    evenitig.      When   I  afterwardf 
wrote  to  sir  Sidney  Smith  for  sir  John  upon  sotno/ 
common  occurrence,  I  said,  I  do  not  like  the  pritrr 
cess  of  Wales's  mode  of  treating  her  guests :    her 
calling'me  a  liar  was  an  unpardonable  thing,  and  if 
she   ever   speaks    upon  the  subject  to  you,   pray, 
tell  her  I  did  not  like  it,  and  that  if  I  had  been 
a    man,  I  would  have    rather    died  than   endured 
it ;    that  it  is  a  thing  which  never  by  any  chance; 
occurs  to  a  lady ;  on  a  repetition  of  It  I  will  give- 
up  her  acquaintance.     It  seems  sir  Sidney  Smith 
spoke   to  the  princess  upon  the  subject;    for  two.:, 
days  before  I  was  confined,  she  tnade  me  a  morn'i 
ing  visit  with  the  two  Fitzgeralds,  and,  after  hav* 
ing  sat  a  short  time,  said,  ''I  find  you  were  very 
much  afironted  the  other  day  at  my  house^  when. 
I  called  you  a  liar,    I    declare  I  did   not  mean 
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it  is   an    afiront;.  Lordly  Heavens!   in  any  other 
hngmtge  jt  u  considered  a  joke:    is  it  not^  Mrs, 
/  Fitzgerald  f"   meaning,   that   in   Germany  it  is  a 
1  ferv  good  joke  to  call  people  liars  (for  Mrs.  Fitz- 
[    gerald   does   not  know   any    language   bat    Grer- 
man    and    English;)    Mrs.    Fitzgerald    absolutely 
siaid^  Yes.   ^  They  made  me  very  nervous^  and   I 
.  burst  into  tears^  and  told  the  princess  I  only  wish* 
ed   her  to    understand    such    a    thing    was  never 
done»    and  was   far  from   desiring  her  to  apolo- 
gia   to   me  ;    that  I   had   now  forgiven  and  for- 
grotten   it^   though  I  confess^  at  the  time,   I   was 
▼ery  much  hurt^  and  very    much  wounded ;    that 
a»  I  riever  heard  of  its  being  thought   a  joke  in 
any  country^  1   \vb8  not  in   the  least  prepared  to 
receive  it  m  that  light ;   for  that^  in  this  country, 
ladies  never    used    the    expression,   and  men  only 
to  shew,   their  greatest  contempt ;    that    I   never 
bore  malice  twelve  hours  in  my  life^  and  there  was 
an  end  of  the  matter.     The  Fitzgeralds  sat  by  some- 
times as  audience^  approving  by  looks  ;  sometimes 
as  orators,  begging  me  not  to  cry  (after  they  had 
all  cfiade  me^)  and  praising  her  royal  highness  as 
the  most  magnanimous,  amiable,    good,  beautiful, 
and  gracious  princess  in  the  world.     In  short,  (hey 
tormented  me  till  they  made  me  quite  hysterical; 
and  the  princess  began  then  to  be  frightened,  and 
they  all  got  up  to  look  about  the  room  for  harts- 
horn, or  soinethinj^  of  that  kind,  to  give  me — 


th^  'pnAcesk  cryfla^,  "  Give  her  Mme&ii^je^.-:' W 
h^r  •omelbiDg ;  me  is  very  tnucD  moolL  an 


nerWs  a^VaVe^,  sAe  will  be  token  ill-  .  liityj^^ne 
me  some  vfki^r,  I  EielibVe^  and  I  diA  ah  1  cpnl^io 
r^'ibver  my  'spiriti;  bat  \  felt  in  pain^  aocl  air  JefiA 
ckttit  in  so6n  aiter,  and  aa  I  Knew  it  wouldsflurry 
bim  if  he  saw  nie  iiU  I  appeared  as  cbeerfiri.^s  I 
coufd^  iahd  they  all  went  away,  tfie  princms  Ufimg 
no  hoUce  Co  him.  Her  royal  highness  nadalMrays 
said/  she  would  be  at  my  lymg-in  from  the  begin- 
ning  to  tne  end,  and  commanded  me  comtant- 
)y  to  let  her  know,  saying,  ^' li  liave  nt^  Kfalr 
about  me,  And  1  would  as  soon   come  over  .the 


heath  in  the  nii'd^dle  of  the  nigbH  as  in  t^ 
I  sHali  hiive  a  bottle  of  port  wine  on  a;  ^AHe 
to  Iceep  your  spirits,  a  tambourine^  and  t'll  miik^ 
you  sing."  t  wa^  unwell  all  the  night  afller:  ber 
rojrat  highness  had  been  with  me,  and  reniiaiiied 
SO  all  next  da^;  and  next  morning,  by  six  o'clock, 
wi^ii  so  U);  ttiai  t)r.  Mackie,  o^  Lewisnam^ :  wb'o 
was  to.  attenii  me,  was  sent  for.  tn  the  .fofe^ 
iioon  I  begged  sir  John  to  write  a  note  to  }\lon- 
tague  house^  where  it  so  happened  I  was  to 
hdve  clined  with  the  party.  fefe  wrote  that  I 
haci  a  heacl-ache,    and  bcfg^^  leave  to  reinaiiv.  .a£ 


home,  and  the  princess  believ^  ii,  and  went- to 
town ;  but  upon  her  return^  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  she  cafled  before  she  went  lionie 
to  dress,  {b  ask  dfter  mc^^  sind  ftAdinj^  how  it  wfMi 
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iitf4itb>«iiii  up  into  the  toam^  bnt  .Dr.  Mackie 
-^pdi^iMtisrdy  sbe  should  not  come^  and  kM^cd  the 
vjdopr^  velre^t  bim  to  dceep  her  oat    Mi»  Cholmda- 
'ijdelap*  aind  diisjs  Fita^gferald  were  drave  home,  «ad 
.'fiMr  T9fiA  hrghoesfi  «nd  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  4Uoi]iped. 
c'P^I^'^sy  g^vi%  a  JoM4  shriek  she  Aew  in  jit  llie 
i  oth^^lftlr?  and  /came  to  oie^  doii^  every  ihu^tshe 
^jBipibly^'Corid    to    assist   me,  and   held   my  eyes 
'.  pMl4iead.     The  moment  she  heard  the  child^s  voice 
'Oii^  left  me,  &efw  round  to  Dr.  ^fackie,  poshed  the 
'^iOMBr'^vray,   and  received  the  diild  from  Doctor 
1  liffa/dcie/  ki»9ed  it,  and  Jsaid  no  on^  should  touch  it 
-^{tnti^  4ibib   had  jhewn  it  to  me.      Doctor  Mackie 
.  TfttM  90  cooffised  vix^d  astotii&he4  that^  aithoii^Jii  an 
'^4lkt  practitioner^   he  left  ttbe  room,  without  giving 
'^41^  .  mpf   thing  to   recruil  my  slrengih  and  avert 
ftinting^  as  is  the  ^mstom,  and  the  uur^  ,gave  me 
-Itffcajt  ^fae  jtbought  hiesto    by  which  omiasioo,  how- 
-tlver^  I  was  not  Subject  to  £ain4;  away,  bui  it  was 
certainly  %  new  mode  of  p,i*oceeding,  where  life  is 
at  stake, .  imd  shewed  more  curiosity  than  tender- 
ness  for    me.      Before  my  little  girl  was  brought 
to    tne,    I   observed,    as  her  royal  highness  stood 
holding  it,  that  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,    the    nurse,   and 
berself,  were  all  intent,  and  speaking  together,  as 
if  there  was  something  peculiar  in  its  appearance; 
the  circunistance  alarmed  me,  fearing  it  was  lyorn 
with  some  defect,    and  I  asked   eagerly  to  see  it, 
and  if  all  was  right.  The  princess,  upon  this  brought 


it  lo  me,  and  said  it  was  k  remarkable  large  fine 
child^  and  they  were  only  looking  at  a  mfirk.  it  faisd 
upon  its  left  breast.,  certainly  a  very  large' one^ 
and  a  little  on  its  eyes,  but  it  would  go  off.  I 
recollected  that,  although  I  never,  when  in'  a 
pregnant  state,  was  subject  to  whims,  longing,  as 
thinking  it '  very  troublesome  and  foolisfi^  yet  I 
felt  obliged,  in  this  instance,  to  believe  tbie'btd-re- 
ceived  opinion  to  be  correct;  for  it  tuippehed^ 
that  during  my  visit  at  Montague-house  in  March, 
t  was  one  Sunday  morning  very  much  idconi'mod- 
ed  by  pains  in  my  chest  and  stomach,  and  her  royal 
highness  made  Mrs.  Sander  give  me  some  wairm 
peppermint-water;  there  wisis  raspberry-ice  in the'des* 
sert  the  same  day,  and  I  bad  just  began  to  eat  mtfie 
when  the  princess  looked  at  me,  and  said^  My  de^r 
lady  Douglas,  you  have  forgotten  the  pain  you 
were  in  this  morning ;  and  turning  to  b^r  page^ 
ordered  him  to  take  away  my  plsite. 

(Signed)  CHARLOTTE  DbUistAS. 

JOHN  DOUGLAS. 

♦     ...■.  '._=-■ 

In  the  presence  of  me, 

(Signed) 

AUGUSTUS  FREDERICK, 

Dec.%  1806. 

A  true  Copy,    : 

(Signed)  B.  BhomfieJd.  ^  . 
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,.  ~^}/lr,  Cole^  the  page^  reniovedj,  and  I  can 
nje^V^r  .djescribe  my  disappointment;  I  was  almost 
ipiclincd  to  remonstrate,  although  there  was  a  large 
part^  of  strangers^  and  I  did  express  a  desire  to 
retaio  it^  but  the  princess  would  not  allow  of  it: 
and.  as  she  had  appointed  herself  to  the  sole  ma- 
nag^ment  of  me,  I  was  obliged  to  be  quiet:  my 
uneawi^^  however,  became  extreme^  and  forget* 
ti^g^^every  thing  but  the  ice  in  question,  I  asked  a. 

-       -    .    I     m.       \  f 

ISfr.  .Hamer^  who  sat  next  to  me^  to  be  so  good  as 
to  ask  for  some  ice,  and,  by  dint  of  asking  him 
to  do  9Q,  I  at  length  induced  him^  and  at  last  he 
ad^ed  lady  Townshend  for  some  more  ice.  1  im- 
in^iat.eiy  took  my  spoon,  and  stooping  a  little/  so 
that  the  flowers  upon  the  plateau  concealed  me  in 
part  from  the  princess^  eat  all  Mr.  Hamer's  ice, 
while  he  looked  on  laughing,  and  put  his  plate  a 
little,  nearer  to  me  that  it  might  not  look  so  odd. 
The  following  day  I  eat  eight  glasses  of  raspberry- 
ice  at  ojnce,.  and  was  very  well  after  it :  and  from 
that  titne  sought  it  every  where^  and  eat  of  it  vora- 
ciously: and  I  cannot  help  attributing  the  marks 
of  my  little  girl  to  the  circumstance.  Her  royal 
highness  then  kissed  me^  begged  me  to  send  for 
her  whenever  I  liked^  and  she  would  come ;  desired 
1  might  have  plenty  of  flannel  about  me,  of  which 
she  had  sent  me  some  by  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  and 
then  went  home  to  dinner.  I  know  not  what  she 
said  or  did  among  her  party  at  home,    but  Miss 
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CtJc^mbndeley  ofteti  said  she  ehoiird^  n^^CTr  Ibt^t 
(fie  princess  on  that  day.  AU'tfie  inontK  ot  Au^imt, 
tfie princess  visited  nfe  daily;  in  bne  of  (hese-viiil8> 
after  she  had  sent' Mrs.  Fitzgerald  aWay,  sHedfe* 
hier  chair  close  (6  the  bed^  and  said^  ''I  am  dfeltgtiCbd 
to  see  how  welF  and  easily  you  have  got  tbjitMl^h 
this  affair ;  I^  who  am  not  the  ledst  ne'nroHs^  ^id^R 
make  nothing  attilF  of  it.  WHen  you  hear  ;6f  my 
having  takdh  children  in  Baskets  froAi  poof  pe0pl^ 
take  ho  notice ;  that  is  the  way  t  mean  to  maiftigel 
r  shair  take  any  that  offer,  and  the  one  I  hsive  wiH' 
be  presented  m  the  same  way,  which,  as  t  hayfe 
taken  others,  will  never  be  thought  any  thing  abduC.^*' 
I  asked  her  how  she  would  ever  get  it  oiltoftft* 
house?  but  she  said,  Oh,  very  easily.  I  said' it 
was  a  perilous  business;  I  would  go  abroad  if  T 
were  her ;  but  she  laughed  at  my  fears,  and  said 
she  had  no  doubt  but  of  managing  it  alt  very  wcffr. 
I  was  very  glad  she  did  not  ask  me  to  assist  her, 
for  I  was  determined  in  my  own  mirid'  hevei^-  to 
do  so,  and  she  never  didi  make  any  request  of  me, 
for  which  I  was  very  thankful.  I  put  the  queliiiioii 
to  her,  who  she  would  get  to  deliver  her  ?  burfttle 
did  not  answer  for  a  minute,  and  then  said,  t  SttsII 
get  a  person  over :  Til  manage  it,  but  never 'aik 
me  about  it;  Sander  was  a  good  creature,  ^ iolriid' 
being  immediately  about  her  person,  and  sleeping 
near  her  room,  must  he  toFd;  but  Miss  Gliaani 
must  be  sent  to  Germany;  and  the  third  nifad^  a 


j9Wg  ghV,  1^^  out  of  the  way  as  \^li  tfs  tXity 
cwiJd;,  I  taggested^  I  was  afraid  her  appeiiar- 
aoiee.^  St.  Jamear^s  could  not  fail  to  be  observed, 
aiu|l>8he  wml&  bate  to  encounter,  all  the  royal 
£wfiEf.  Her  repfy  was^  tttat  she  ktrew  bow  fo 
VMHMge  her  dregg,  and  by  continually  increasing 
IfHRg^  coshions  behind,  no  qne  would  observe,  and 
lortQnately  the  Mrtb?dayg  were  over,  until  sfKe 
^craH  Have  got  rid  of  her  appearance.  In  this 
iMIwer : passed  alt  the  thnre  of  my  confinement,  at 

^^  I 

tlte^  Hid  of  which  she  sent  Mrs^  Fitzgerald  to  attend 
mif  X&  church,  and  when  I  went  to  pay  my  duty 
ta  hi^  royal  Highness,  after  I  went  abroad  again, 
«Mje  Ipld  me,  whenever  I  was  qarte  stout,  she  would 
jlalf^thef  child  christened ;  that  she  meant  to  stand 
in  person,  and  I  must  find  another  godmother: 
tit:  Sidiiey  Smith  would  be  the  godfather.  I 
imined  the  duchess  of  Athol,  as  a  very  amiable 
woman,  of  suitable  rank,  and  said  that  there  had 
been  a  fong  friendship  between  sir  John's  family 
and  the  Athol  fiimily,  I  knew  it  would  be  v^ry 
agreeablie  to  hitn.  Finding  they  were  gone  to 
Scotland,  we  wrote  to  ask  her  grace ;  and  she  wrote 
word  she  would  stand  godmother  with  great  plea- 
sure^: and  enclosed  ten  guineas  for  the  nurse.  The 
princess^  invited  sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Spencer  Smith,  and  Baron  Herbert,  and  sir 
.  John .  Douglas,  to  dine  with  her.  Miss  Cholmon- 
Mey  aitd  tUe  two  Fitzgerald^- were  with  her  royal 
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highness,  end  in  the  evening  they.ali  qaine  ;.;I  $t^i<;] 
at  home  to  receive  her.  The  clergy oian  from 
L^wisham  christened  the  child;  the  princess  nam^c| 
it  Caroline  Sidney.  As  soon  as  he  was  gone  (which 
was  shortly  after  the  ceremony  was  over,)  thc.pcinr 
cess  sat  down  upon  the  carpet-~a  thing  she  .w^s 
very  fond  of  doing,  in  preference  to  sitting  upon  the. 
chairs,  saying,  it  was  the  pleasantest  livdy  affair 
altogether  she  had  ever  known.  She  cbo^e  to  .sit 
upon  the  carpet  the  whole  evening,  while  tt^eaJl  $at, 
upon  the  chairs.  Her  royal  highness  was^dressed. 
in  the  lace  dress  which,  I  think,  she  wore  at  Frog- 
more  f^te — pearl  necklace,  bracelets,  and  armbands^ . 
a  pearl  bandeau  round  her  head,  and  a  long'la^e  veil; 
When  supper  was  announced,  her  royal  highness 
went  in  and  took  the  head  of  the  table,  and  eat  an 
amazing  supper  of  chicken  and  potted  latnpprey^ 
which  she  would  have  served  to  her  on  tl^e  same, 
plate,  and  eat  them  together.  After  the  supper 
she  called  the  attention  of  the  party  to  my  good, 
looks,  and  saying  I  was  as  lively  ^n.espijBgle  as 
ever ;  said,  that  I  had  such  sharp  eyes,  I  found  her. 
out  in  every  thing,  adding,  Oh!  she  found  me  out^ 
one  day  in  such  a  thing  when  I  was  at  luncheon^ 
and  gave  me  a  look  which  was  so  expressive,  thsit 
J  was  sure  she  knew.  This  speech,  uttered^  b^-. 
tvveen  herself  and  me,  was  algebra  to  the  party. ^  1, 
did  not  know  what  to  do,  but  I  saw  the  secret, 
cost  her  dear  to  keep,  and  she  was  r^ady  to  bcitr^y^ 
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it  to  any  one  she  met/ by  the  strange  things  she 
said  and  did ;  I  laughed  and  suid^  if  my  eyes  have 
been  too  observing  I  am  sorry,  I  never  intended 

'  fhein  to  be;  t  cannot  be  quite  so  polite  as  to  say^ 
''  if  my  sight  offends  1  will  put  it  out,"  because  I 
think  with  Sheridan,  that  the  prejudice  is  strongly 
iii  fiBLVOiir  of  two ;  but  depend  upon  it,  at  all  future 
Ititicheons  I  will  do  qothing  but  eat.  She  was  in 
great  spirits,  staid  until  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  then,  attended  by  Miss  Cholmondeley  and  the 
Fitzgeralds,  went  home.  Her  royal  highnesses 
civilities  continued  ;  she  desired  me  constantly  to 
bring  my  children  to  Montague   house,    and  also 

,  the  infant;  and  when  I  would  have  retired  to 
sucklfe  It,  she  would  not  suffer  me,  but  commanded 
me  to  do  it  in  the  drawing-room  where  she  was; 
and  she  came  with  her  ladies  visiting  me  ]>oth 
mornings  and  evenings,  and  nursing  fittle  Caroline 
for  hours  together.  I  saw  now  the  princess  had> 
told  Mrs.  Sander,  who,  I  believe,  was  a  very  quiet 
good  kind  of  woman,  and  her  cauntehance  was  full 
of  cor\cern  arid  anxiety.  Sheappeared  desirous  of 
speaking  to  me,  and  was  unusually  obsequious  : 
but  tlie  princess  alwa)'s  watched  us  both  close;  if 
Sander  came  into  a  room,  and  1  went  towards  her, 
the  princess  came  close,  or  sent  one  or  another  away, 
so  that  T  could  never  speak  to  her.  The  princess 
had  now  quarrelled  with  sir  S-idney  Smith,  to  whom 
she  had  been  so  partial,  and  to  every  part  of  whose 
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thai  she  Uked  them  all>  became  old  M|r.  SgutK  had 
.savhd  the  duke  of  Artinaxyic^'t  li&u  A&  jsiir  ifajbin 
>va8<f ir  Sidney'a  CRleQ,(i  «he  Ahienefare  was  aby  -jE^f  m 
all>  and  we  mw  little  of -her-^^-JMpit  a«  the  Sptjb  of 
October  I  weat  to  call  upon  her  before  I  :left  Qlaick- 
beatb^  and  met  her  royal  bighness  j^  i^eMiradd 
froqi  churchy  walking  beforj^  her  own  bffme  with 
MvM.  Ftit^^rald  and  her  daijigbter,  dreised  ,iA  a 
long  Spajaish  velvet  clO«k^  and  an  tA^riaoiis  muff, 
but  which  together  could  -not  conceal  the  stfUe  ahe 
wa^  in^  for  I  mw  durectly  ^ahe  >vas  nwy  »ear  ber 
time,  and  think  I  must  have  seen  it  ijf  1  ba4  not 
known  her  situation.  Sh^  appeared  m^asey  #nd 
talked  aiittle,  but  did  mot  ask  to  go  m,  and  lafitor 
taking  a  few  turns  returned  bmne.  lo  about  a 
fontnight  we  received  a  note^  tjhe  prwcess  :reqiie6t* 
ing  neither  sir  John  or  I  to  go  to  IVioatague-booae^ 
as  her  servants  were  afraid  some  of  the  .childrafi  :abe 
had  taken  had  the  measles,  and  if  any  ^nfis^tioQ  re* 
n^ained  about  the  houae^  we  m^bt  carry  U  to  our 
child.  We  wrote  a  »ote  ^icpjressiye  of  our  t^ftki 
for  her  obliging  j^|recattii6ns«  and  that  we  >ravld 
:not  to  go  to  Montague*hoi]ise>  until  we  Imi  ^the 
honour  of  receiving  her  royal  highnesses  conNamaAi. 
The  princess  never  sent  for  us^  aiid  when  I  left 
my  card  before  I  wenl  (o  pass  Cturistmas  in  6io«- 
cestershire^  I  was  not  admitted;  <ao  that  I  nemr 
saw  her  /after  the  JJith  0f  Otieber;   but  I  heard 
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iK«nfk|^  aaf  TWr>1ia^tig-  adopted  aii  infiitit,  n^nA 

flfiiMi^'JPiftgi^d'vkdd-^^^         as  ^fae  rode  p^t  my 

B^lAle. "ifuf  inroQld'Yiot  tome  insofar  Jtar  she  should 

hHH^  ^  ■imc^Usr'^  Upon   my  retarti   ta  Biaok* 

IriM^r^lif'/Jtiiaafjr;  I   cftilc^  to  pay  my  duty.   .1 

f^Al^Kc^  packii^  a  smallblack  box^  and  iin  in- 

JMin?^)9]^pfn^.  oh'  a  sofa/  with   a  piece  of  scartet 

&iXti  -'tbl^h   ovdr   it.    i  ^e  appeared  coofased; 

An#-henfilCed  whether*  she  should  be  rude  or  kind^ 

l%tlpet3oV^riTlg'  herself,  chose  to  be  the  latter ;  saidj 

iHd  ^^^ti^  ^  happy  to  see  me^    and    then  taking  me 

W^  the  hand  led  me  to  the^  8q&^    and  uncoverif^g 

tiife  iibiid;  siaid^  '^  Here  is  the  little  boy,  I  had  him 

fwft  A^th after  I  saw  you  last;  is  it  not  a  nice  little 

fJfilH  ?  the  upper  part  of  his  face   is   very  fine. 

She^Htas  going  to   have  said    more,    when    Mrs. 

-F^ilge^ld    opened   the  door  and  came   in.      The 

pfiiicess  isonsulted    what    I   had  better  have,  what 

^ll'ODttf  be  good  for  me.      I  declined  any  thing;  but 

libe  'insisted  upon   it    I    should    have    some  soup, 

difd   said,  my   dear  Fitzgerald,    pray   go  out  and 

^drdw  some  nice  brown  soup  to  be  brought  here 

for  lady  Dougias.     I  saw  from  this  the  princess 

-wfslied  to   have    spoken    to   me  more  fully,    and 

Mfn*    Fitzgerald   saw    it    likewise,   for  instead  of 

obeying,  -  she  rung  the  bell  for  the  soup,  and  then 

Mi  ^down  to  tell  me  the  whole  feble  of  the  child 

having  been  brought  by  a  poor  woman  from  Dept- 


ford^  whose  husband  had  left  her;  that  Mr.  Stike- 
man,  the  page,  had  the  honour  of  brmgin^  it  in ; 
that  it  was  a  poor  little  ill-looking  thing  when^trst 
brought^  but  a<ow^  with  such  great  care^  was  grow- 
ing very   pretty,   and   thdt  as  her  royal  highness 
was  so  good,  and  had  taken  the  twins  (whose  father 
would  not  let  them  remain)  and  taken  this,  all  the 
poor    people  would  be  bringing    childran.      The 
princess  now  took  the  child  up,  and  I  was  enter- 
tained the  whole  morning   by   seeing   it  fed^  and 
every  service  of  every  kind  performed  for  it  by 
her  royal  highness  the  princess.  ofJFale^.     Mrs. 
Fitzgerald  aired  the  napkins,  and  iAe  princess  put 
them  on  ;  and  from  this  time  the  drawiifg-rootaia  at 
Montague  house   were  literally  in   the  style  of  a 
common  nursery.      The  tables  were  covered  with 
spoons,  plates,  feeding-boats^  and  dothes,  round  the 
fire  ;    napkins  were  hung  to  air,  and  the  marble 
hearths  were  strewed    ivith  napkins    which  were 
taken  from  the  child ;  for,  very  extraordinary  to 
relate,  this  was  a  part  of  the  ceremony  her  royal 
highness    was   particularly    tenacious    of  always 
performing  herself  let  the  company  be  who   they 
might..     At   first    the   child    slept   with    her    she 
told  me,  but    it  made  her    nervous,   and  therefore 
a  nurse   was   hired  to  assist  in  taking  charge  of 
of  it,  and   for  him  to  sleep  with.       The  princess 
s^id  one  day  to  me   as  she  was  nursing  him,    he 
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had'  m  litde   milk,  -for    two   op    three    days,    but 
it  did  not  *  do,  so  we  bring  him  up  by  hand  with 
all    'kind  of  nourishing:  tilings,    and  you. see  how 
\rell  he  thrives ;    so  that  I  really  always  supposed 
she  had  Attempted  to  suckle  it.     Another  time  she 
shewied  rae  bis  hand,  which  has  a  pink  mark  upon 
it,  and  said    it    was   very  singiilar   both  our  chil^ 
dtren  should  be  marked,  and  she  thought  ker  child^s 
came  froflfi  her  having  some  wine   thrown  on  her 
hand,  for  she  did  not  look  much  at  little  Caroline's 
mark.     The  princess  now  adopted  a  new  mode  of 
iavtiing  4i8  to  see  her.      She   would   invite  either 
sir  John  or  I,  but  never  both  together  as  formerly. 
I  concluded,   from   thisi,   that  as  she  found   it  so 
difficnk  to  keep  even  her  own  secret,    she    could 
ill   imagine  I  had  been   able  to  keep  hers,    and 
therefore  under  the    impression  that  by  thdt  time 
I  ffiusl  have    told  sir  John,    did  not  like  to  meet 
both  oor  eyes  ;  and  if  she  saw  sir  John  without  me, 
could  better  judge  by  his  looks  and  manner  whe- 
ther I  biE^d  divulged  or  not.      I  conclude  she  was 
at  length  satisfied    I    had   not :    for  we  were  one 
morning  both  invited  again  in  the  former  manner,  to 
a  breakfast,  and  as  it  was  a  very  curiously  arranged 
party,  i   will    put  down    the    names,     for   to  the 
person  who  is  to  peruse  this  detail,  it  will  confirm 
the  idea  that  her  royal  highness  cannot  always  know 
correcdy  wliat  she  is  about.  *  When  we  entered, 
the  pnircess  w«s  sitting  upon  the  sofia/   elegantly 
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dressed  in  white  and  silver  drapery^  which  covered 
her  head,  and  fell  all  over  her  person^  and  she  had 
her  little  boy  upon  her  knee  elegantly  dressed  liker 
wise.     The  guests  were,  her  royal  highness  Prin- 
cess   Charlotte  of   Wales^   with    Miss   Han t^  -  her 
governess,  captain  Manby,  of  the  navy,  Mr.  Spen? 
cer   Smith/  the  Fitzgeraids   and    ourselves.      She 
got  up  and   nursed  the  child,  and  carrying   it   to 
sir  John^  said^  '^  Here^  sir  John,  this  is  the  Dept- 
ford  boy^  I  suppose  you  have  heard  I  have  taken 
a  little  child/'     Sir  John-  only  said,  Yes^  he  had,  . 
and  it  seemed  a  fine  baby.      She  seemed  pleased 
and  satisfied  that  I    had    not  told  him,    and  then 
sat  down   to  table^    putting  a  chair  for  princess 
Charlotte  on   her  right  hand^  taking  me   by ,  the 
hand,   and  putting    me    on    her    left    hand,    told 
captain  Manby  to  sit  at  the  top^  and  Mr.   Spen- 
cer   Smith    at    the    bottom,    and    sir    John,  and 
the     Fitzgeraids    faced    us.       Princess    Charlotte 
had  a   plain   dinner  prepared  for  her   in   another 
room,    according  to  custom,    and  came  in  when 
our  dessert  was   placed,    when    we  all  sat  down 
again  as  we  were  sittings  except  Miss  Hunt,  who 
was  never  ordered  to  sit,   but  stood  a  few  yards 
from   princess   Charlotte.     About  five  o'clock  her 
royal  highness  rose  from  table,  the  little  boy  was' 
brought  in   again,   princess  Charlotte  played  with 
it,  and  the  princess  of  Wales  wished  all  of  us  a 
good  morning,  and  we  broke    up>    totally  at    a 
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loss    to   conceive  what   amusement  it  could   be  to 
collect  us  together.     This  break&st  was  a  kind  of 
finale.     W^e  had  very  little  intercourse.     Her  royal 
highness  would  walk  past  our  house^  for  the  express 
purpose  of  shewing  she  did  not  mean  to  come  in, 
and  when  we  did  see   her^    she  always  abused  sir 
Sidney  Smith.      Often  said,  she  wondered  I  liked 
to  live  at  such  a  dull  place  as  Blackheath,  and,  in  . 
short/ gave  us  hints  we  could   not    misunderstand^ 
that  jshe  wanted  us  away.     At  this  time  sir  John 
received  a  letter  from  his  division^  expressive  of  the 
general's  wish  that  he  V^ould  go  to  Plymouth^  and 
therefore    (without  an  Admiralty  order)    he  deter- 
mined to  ^o   to    emancipate    ourselves    from  the 
princess  of  Wales,  and   as    soon  as  we  could  dis- 
pose of  the  furniture,  1  followed  him,  leaving  the 
house  empty^  which  was  ours  three  months  after  J 
quitted  it.     The  day  sir  John  was  to  set  off^   the 
princess   walked    to   our    house,    and    though    his 
trunks   were  in  the   room,  and  he   Was  occupied^ 
\would    have  him  sit  down  and  talk  to  her,    over- 
powering  him  and  myself  now  with  kindness,  and 
said  she  could    eat   something.      She  did  so,  staid 
four  hours  in  the   house,  .and   at  parting  took  sir 
John  by  both  hands,  wished  him  every  good^  wish, 
and  begged   him  always    to    recollect  how   happy 
she  should   be  to   see   him   again,    and    that    she 
would  be  very  kind  to  me  in  his  absence ;  however 


after  he  was  gone^  she  never  came  near  roe,  or  offer- 
ed gie  any  kind  of  civility  whatsoever.  When  I  was 
upon  the  eve  of  departure^  T  called  upon  her;  and  took 
her  god-daughter  and  my  other  little  girl  with  me. 
She  was  almost  uncivil^  and  paid  little  or  no  atr 
tention  if  I  spoke.  I  said  the  children  were  with 
me,  but  she  did  not  answer,  and  after  speaking 
four  or  five  hours  very  unpleasantly,  suffering  all 
the  unpleasant  feeling  of  being  where  I  had  been 
courted  and  idolized,  I  begged  permfssioq  at  last 
to  go  away.  When  I  went  out,  to  my  surprise, 
'  I  found  the  chitdren  ha((  been  kept  in  (be  pas- 
sage near  the  front  door,  with  the  door  open 
to  Blackheath,  in  a  December  dBy,  with  four 
opposite  doors  opened  and  shut  upon  them,  in^ 
stead  of  being  taken  to  the  housekeeper's-rooro, 
as  they  always  had  been.  My  maid  had  at  length 
begged  the  footman  to  go  to  a  fire,  as  the  chilr 
dren  cried  dreadfully,  and  were  very  cold.  I  un- 
derstand the  mah  was  a  footman  of  the  n^me 
of  Gaskin,  I  think,  and  bis  answer  was,  if  the 
children  are  cold,  you  can  put  them  back  into 
the  carriage,  and  warm  them.  I  took  them  home 
immediately,  and  was  inclined  to  return  and  ask 
why  they,  had  been  thus  alt  of  a  sudden  treated 
with  this  brutality  and  impertinence,  and  which 
was  doubly  cruel  in  sir  John's  absence;  but  I 
deferred  going  until  I  meant  to  take  my  final 
leave,  which  I  did  on  the  following  Sunday.   Doctor 


Burtmby  was  stattdhi^  in: the  iiall^  with  every  thing 
prepared  foi*  the  prinoess  to  reeeiVe  the  sacrament. 
I   was  ushered  through   notwithstanding,    and  the 
footmen  sebcned  to  go  to  ahd  fro  as  much  at  their 
ease  as  if  no  such  thin^  was  preparing.     She  was 
standing  in  the   dhiwing-room,    and  receiVed  ink 
with  Mrs.  Lisle  and  Mrs:  Fitzgerald.      I   said  I 
should  haiFe  been   gotie  before^    had    it  be6n    in 
my  power,  and  in  coHEipcHance  with  her  commands^ 
had  come  to  take  my   leave.       She   did  not  adc 
ine  tb  sit  down,   but  .said-*-God  bless  you ;    good 
bye.      i  then  said^  I  was  Mntoch  concerned  I  had 
brought  ttiy  little  girls  a  few '  days  past^  tand  that 
I  should  never  have  done^o^  but  from  her  royal 
highness'   repeated    desire.       She    said,    she    was 
sorry;  and  asked  who  used  them  so.     I  told  her^ 
one   of  her  livery-servants,    and   sir  John    would 
not  like  td  hear  of  it.      Her  noyal  highness  said;, 
stop  a   moment;  flew  past    me  through   the  liall 
where    doctor    Btmaby    stiDod    waiting    for    her, 
up  to  her  own  room^    and  returned  with  a  white 
paper-box,    pushing   it  into  my  hand — God  bless 
you,  my  dear  lady  Douglas.     I  said,  I  wished  to 
decline  taking  any  thing ;  that  my  olgect  in  com- 
ing there  was  to  offer  her  my  duty,    and  tell  her 
how  ill  my  children  had  been  used.      I  could  not 
conceive  how  any  footman  could  use  the  freedom 
of  treating  iPir  John's  children   so,   unless  he  had 
been  desin^d.  She  onlyamweored,  '^Obl  no^  iiideed; 
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good  bye/'    I  attempted  to  put  the  box  into  her 
handily  «ftynig  I  had  rather  oot  have  it ;  but  thedropf 
her  hands^  and  turned  away*.  I  therefore  wished 
Mrs.  Lisle  and   Mrs.   Fitzgerald    good   mornings 
and  went  away.     Doctor  Bumaby  spoke  to  me  aa 
IpaiBsed  him,  and,  looking  back^  I  saw  her  royal 
highness's  head  ;    she  was  looking  out  after  me,  to 
see  if  she  had  fairly  got  rid  of  me,  and  iau^^bing 
immoderately  at  Dr.  Bumaby    in   his  gown.    ,  I 
quitted  her  house,  resolved  never  to  re-enter  H  but 
for  form's-sake,  arid  wrote  her  word^  that  as  I  had- 
long  been  treated  rudely,  and  my  children,  whom 
fihe  courted  to  her  house,  were  now  insulted  there. 
I  felt  a  dislike  to  accepting  any  present  throwh  at 
me,  as  it  were,  under  such  unpleasant  circumstancea; 
that  I  had  not  untied  the  box,  and  requested  fbe 
would  permit  me  to  return  it;  and  that  I  was  mi - 
English  gentlewoman,    and  defied    her  to  say  she 
had  ever  seen  a  single  impropriety  in  my  conduct^ 
I  would  never  suffer  myself  to  be  ill-used ,  withoat 
a  clear  explanation.      The  princess  wrote  back  a 
most  haughty  imperious  reply,  desiring  me  to  keep 
the  box,  styled  herself  princess  of  Wales  in  almost . 
every  line,  and  insulted  me  to  such  a  degree,  that.  - 
I  returned  an  answer  insisting  upon  her  explaining  - 
herself.     This  she  returned  me  unopened,  saying^.,, 
she  would    not  open   my  second  letter,    and    had  :' 
therefore  sent  it  to  me  to  put  in  the  fire,  and  thatt 
she  ^as  ready  to  put  the  matter  in  oblivioui  its  she 
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dmred-  me  ti^  d^/  wished  me-nivd  my  dear  )itt)e 
diitdiwv  weH;  Atkl  sliottld  sit  ait  tinm  be  fiad  to 
g«ler  Im^  forni^'  wigHbotir.  I  did  a^  the  destivd, 
andf'Htat  awny  lAt  Oliristmafi  without  erer  aeeiag 
M  liMrilf^  tn6te  of  herroynl  higbnesft^  and  found 
in  tlte  pttper  bot  a  ^old  neckla(^e,  with  n  tmdallron 
9itt|^d«d  ffom  it  of  a  itiocho. 

Tlktai' Mded  my  tntercolirse,  for  th^  present^  with 
the  pritfveefls  of  Wales^  a^id  the  ye&r  180$. 

WJi^rt.  we  resided  ili  Devdn^hfre^  ddeiftg  by  the 
papM^  fhat  her  rdyat  hi^hneslF  Wa>d  \\\,  we  sent  a 
note! of  etiquify  to*  the  IsFdy  in  w&rtiiT^>  wbibb  ttas 
MifWafM  tre^y  potitdy,  and  even  in  a  frieadly 
RMtMttf  by  her  royal  btghness's  ordeffif.  Upon  the 
ftrrivtl  of  the  duke  of  Sussex  from  abmad,  sir  John 
retntneA  to  town  to  attend  him,  and  when  we 
diYMTe  f^  Blackheath  to  see  our  friendis,  I  left  my 
card'lirher  royal  highness,  who  w^as  Vidilin^  Mr. 
Cairiihig;  the  moment  she  returned  home  she 
comiMdttded  Mrs.  Vernon  to  send  me  word  never 
(0  r^Mt  my  tisits  to  Blackheath.  I  gare  sir  John 
the  taiMe^  and  nrast  confess,  accn^tomed  fts  T  had 
beeil'  to  her  haughty  overbearing  caprice^  yet  t^is 
tteeMted  my  belief  of  what  she  wad  Capable  of, 
hMiljg  'i6  mconsistent  with  her  two  last  letters: 
Imt--  tb^  iaet  was,  she  thought  we  were  gone  above 
mXf  miles  from  her,  and  should  be  there  for  m<^ny 
jtMHf  atid  she  never  caleolated  upon  the  return  of 
toyttl  bighMSS  thfe  duke  of  Su^sel^  helving  Vdry 
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pon^  and  detail  to  her  a  circnmstanfial  acerant  ot 
every  thing  which  had  occurred  since  t  had  kSiMwn 
her  royal  highness ;  and  I  would  acquaint  iny  'hus- 
band ai>d  fiimily  with  the  same^  and  leave  them^ 
and  the  cirde  of  my  friends,  to  judge  beMritt'iier 
royal  highness  and  myself ;  that  I  wbuld*  mot  lie 
under  an  imputation  of  having  done  wrong ;  and 
I  took  my  leave  of  her  royal  highness  /oP^  wer, 
only  ifirst  regretting  I  had  ever  known  h^^r;  )EHid 
thankftil  to  be  emancipate  frocti  Mbntague  bouse, 
and  liiat  she  owed  it  to  me  to  have,  at  feaat^ 
dismissed  me  in  a  civil  manner^  by  her  own  Aands." 
This  letter  her  royal  highness  returned  iinopttned : 
bttt^  from  its  appearance,  I  bad  strong  reaHOii  io 
believe  ehe  had  read  it.  I  was  resolved,  bdwever, 
if  she  had  not^  she  should  be  taught  better,  as  she 
might  not  treat  any  other  person  so  ill  af  site 
had  me,  and  my  mind  was  bent  upon  spciakiBg 
to  Mrs.  Vernon ;  1  was  nearly  certaiii  if  I  Wpdte 
to  Mrs.  Vernon^  the  prince^  woald  make  her  aend 
my  letter  back^  and  therefore  I  wr^te  to  Mrt;  Fitz- 
gerald nearly  a  copy  of  what  I^ient  her  r03pai' high- 
ness^ and  called  upon  her,  as  <she  4nd  beeci  talwaya 
present,  toeay,  if  she  ever  saw  any  tbiw^  Is  my 
behaviour  to  justify  any  rudeness  towards:  oie; 
that  I  was  precisely  what  the  princess '(bmld  nue^ 
when  the  princess  walked  up  io  her  knee^insnow 
to  seek  my  acquainlancey  and  precisely  the  isalme  sn« 
dividual  whom  she    had   thcugbt  worthy  xif  the 


stroog^t  proofs  pf  the  friendship,  and  who^e  lying- 
in  ^be  had  ^tteaded  in  iso '  parti&plar  a  KQanner^ 
aod  Jl^ad  thpiight  worthy  of  shedding  tears  over ; 
tbut  Jher  royaj  highness  b^d  thought  ptopisr  tp 
qpnj^de  in  vie  a  secret,  pf  very  s€$nxms  importance 
to  hersel^f ;  and  I  woyld  npt^  after  acting  in  (be 
most    honourable    rnaaner    to  her^    be    dismissed 

# 

by  $1  My  fn .  waiting ;  and  I  meant  to  be  at  Mon- 
4i^«  bpuse^  and  faf^ve  a  satisfactory  cpnvema* 
tipp  with  ]\!lrp.  V^ppn ;  and  therefore  she  won^ 
bff  AP  good  as  Acquaint  ber  royal  highness  with 
lAw  cpQtfuits  pf  my  lejLter^  or  lay  it  before  her  rpyal 
hjgbneps.  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  sent  back  a  confuted 
npte>  payings  she  Cf^^ld  not  shew  the  princess  my  leit- 
ter  unless  ^he  was  called  upon  ;  and  when  firhe  oppn- 
^  it  Jbi^r  disapppii»tmen]L  was  great,  for  she  expected 
tp  have  lound  respectful  enquiries  after  her  royal 
tugbness's  Bngei*  (which  was  hurt  when  she  went 
to  see  Mr.  Canmng,)  and  that  1  might  majke  my 
mind  easy^  as  ladies  in  waiting  never  r^eated 
any  thing ;  jind  she  was  astonished  I  had  tbrpwn 
pnt  such  a  bint.  A  day  or  two  after  a  note 
W]BS  sent  U>  9ir  Jpbi^^  as  if  nothing  bad  happpn- 
tAy  f eque^ing  him  to  go  to  Montague  hous^. 
Tbie  servant  who  brought  it  drove  Mrs,  Yernpn 
Cro9i  Blackbeath  home  to  her  own  bouse  in  town, 
and  1  bavie  no  dpubt  it  will  be  found  (if  inquiry 
i9  made}  that  Mrs.  Vernon  was  put  prematurely 
PVt  of  ber  waitiug,    leat  I  should   explain    witb 


her.  ^  Sir  John*  obeyed  her  royal*  highness's  »utti- 
mpns,  and  she  received  him  in  the  ntost  gracious ' 
pleiasaint  manner/  taking  as  much  pains  to  please 
and  flatter  him  /ion;  as  she  had  formerly  done  by - 
me^  and  began  a  conversation  vi^ith  bim  relating 
to  a  general  Ihnes,  of  the  Marines^  whom  the  Ad- 
miralty thought  proper,  with  many  ■- others,  to' 
put  upon  the  retired  list ;  she  expressed  an  ardent- 
desire  to  get  that  officer  reinstated,  and  consnlted^ 

-  ■ '  •  ■ 

sir  John,  as  belonging  to  the  same  corps^  how  she* 

could  accomplish  such  an  undertaking.  Slir  John* 
listened  to  her  attentively,  and  made  her  a  short  and 
very  polite  answer,  acquainting  her  no  such  tbin^ 
was  ever  done.  Shie  then  said  she  must  spei^' 
to  lord  Melville  about  it,  as  it  was  a  hard-  case. 
The  luncheon  waff  then  announced,  and  she  ordered 
sir  John  to  attend  herself  and  the  ladies.  Sir  John' 
found  Mrs.  Vernon  was  sent  off,  and  a  ladv  was 
thete  whom  he  did  not  know,  but  thought  it  was^ 
lady  Carnarvon.  When  they  were  all  seated,  sir 
John  remained  on  his  legs,  and  she  looked  anxious- 
ly at  him,  and  said,  "  My  dear  sir  John,  sH  dowW 
and  eat/'  He  bowed, '  with  distant  respect,  and 
said,  he  could  not  eat;  that  he  was  desirous  bf  ' 
returning  to  town;  and  if  her  royal  highness  had 
no  further  business  with  him,  he  would  beg 
iMve  (o  go.  The  princess  looked  quite  discon- 
certed, and  said,  *^  What,  not  eat  any  thing,  not  sit 
down;    pray   take   a  glass  of    wine  then."      He 


t  w  ] 

hawed  again  as  before^  and  repealed  .that  .he 
coald  neither  eat  nor  drink.  •  ''Well,  then/*  «he 
-s^id^,  **  tome  again  soon^  my  dear  sir  John ;  always 
glad  to  ftee  you."  Sir  John  made,  no  reply,  bowed 
-and  left  the  room.  I  now  received  by  the  two- 
, penny  postj  along  anonymous  letter,  written  by  tiiis 
restless,'  mischievous  person,  the  prkicess  of  Wales, 
in  ^lyhich,  in  language  which  any  one  who  had  ever 
beard .  her  speak,  would  have  known  to  be  hers ; 
she  calledrme  all  kind  of  names,  impudent,  sillyl 
wrelchedy  ungrateful^  and  illiteral  (meaning  illiter- 
ate,) she  tells  me  to  take  that,  and  it  will  mend  my 
ill  temper^  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  says,  she  is  a  pierson 
high  in  this  government,,  and  has  often  an. op- 
portunity of^  freely  with  his  majesty,  and  she  thinks 
my  conduct  authorizes  her  to  tell  him  of,  and  that 
she  is  my  only  true  ^f\A  integer  friend.  Such  is 
the  style  of,  this  foreigner,  which  would  have 
disgraced  a  house-maid  to  have  written^  and  it 
encloses  a,  fabricated  anonymous  letter,  wbicK  she 
pretends  to  have  received,  and  upon  which  she 
built  her  doubts  and  disapprobation  of  me,  as 
it  advises  her  not  to  trust  me,  for  that  I  am.  in- 
discreet, and  tell  every  body  that  the  child  she 
took  from  Deptford,  was  her  own.  The  whole 
construction  of  both  these  epistles,  from  beginning 
to  end,  are  evidently  that   of    a   foreigner,  and  a 

*  So  in  the  authenticated  copy ;  some  words  seem  Omitted. 
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Tterjr  ifnprmt  one^  and  tbo  Vulgarity  af* it  Jss^ 
gettier  qiiite  shocking.     In  one  purl  flbe  exclitiQ$ 
that  she  did  not  think  I  should  have  had  tt)e  ix^f 
pudekce  to  come  on  her  door  agaia>  and  tdbv^pa 
'tis  for  my  h%m^  indiscreet^  and  not  Aming- xdtfno^^ 
id  her  to  call  me  a  Uar,  that  she  treats  me  thqs, 
and  that  I  would  do  well   to  remember  the;  s^p^ 
of  Henry  the  Eighth's  Qaeen^  andiiadif  Ihmflvj^i., 
I    was   instantJy    satisfied    it   was   from  her,  royi4. 
highness  the  princess    of  Wales,   and   that  Mrs.. 
Fitzgerald  had    shewn    her   my  letter,,  and  .tbi&. 
was  her  answer  to  it/     I   immediately  carried  .it. 
to  sir  John    Douglas^   who   said    he  was  surejt^. 
came  from  the  princess^  and  he  shewed,  it  t^,,ux:.-^ 
Sidney  Smithy    who  said^  every  word  and.exprei<cv 
sion  in  it  were  those  which  the  princess  of  Walcf  ^ 
eonstantiy  used.      Sir  John  desired  me  now  to  gilye  :. 
him  a  full  explanation    of  what  her  royal  hi|fbr. 
ness  the  princess  of  Wales    had    confided  .to  me^,: 
and  whether    1    had  ever  mentioned  it.      I    gavre  ., 
him  my  solemn  word  of  honour  it  had  never  pa|M\. , 
ed  my  lips,  and    I    was   only  now  going  to  litter..^ 
it  at  his  positive  desire.     That  her  royal  highoi^. 
the  princess  of  Wales  told  me  she  was  with  dilld«  .i 
and  that  it  came  to  life  at  lady  WiUoughby's;  that., 
if  sjie  was  discovered  she  would  give  the  prince,  ,oj[.- 
Wales  the  credit,    for    she   slept  at  Carltonk-hom^,e.  ^ 
twice  the  year  she  was  pregnant;    that  she  often 
spoke  of  her  situation,  c<>mpared  herself  and  m^  tqV- 
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IMTiiry  and  Elizabeth,  and  told  me  when  she  shewed 
fiiifc^  the  child,  that  it  was  the  little  boy  she  had 
f#o  dkys  after  I  last  saw  her,  that  was  the  SOth  of 
Octdbet^ :' therefore  her  son  was  born  upon  the  1st 
oF'NoVetnber^  and  I  took  a  retrospect  view  of  things 
aKef'  t  kni^w  the  day  of  his  birth,  and  fbund  her 
rbykf  highness  must  have  gone  down  , stairs  .and 
dined'  with  kll  the  chancellors  about  the  fourth  day 
afUr'she  was  delivered,  with  the  intention,  if  dis^ 
corb^,  of  having  them  all  to  say  they  dined  with 
her  in  perfect  health  so  early  in  November  that  it 
could'  not  be.     Sir  John  recollected. all  her  whims, 

-       ►         .  ■ 

and  Mrent  oyer  her  whole  conduct,  and  he  firmly 
believes  her  to  be  the  mother  of  the  reputed  JPeptr 
ford  child.  I  then  acquainted  him  of  the  pains 
shis-  had  taken  to  estrange  my  mind  and  affections 
from  him,  and  he  saw  her  pursuit  of  now  changing 
sidei^  and  endeavouring  to  estrange  him  from  me, 
lest  if  we  lived  in  a  happy  state  of  confidence,  I 
might  make  known  her  situation  to  him  ;  and  we 
agreed,  that  as  we  had  no  means  of  communicating 
at  present  with  his  majesty,  or  the  heir-apparent, 
w6  must  wait  patiently  until  called  upon  to  bring 
forward  iier  conduct,  as  there  seemed  little  doubt 
we  should  one  day  be.  Finding  that  sir  John 
Douglas  did  not  choose  to  visit  where  his  wife  was 
discarded  and  hurt  in  the  estimation  of  her  ac- 
quaintance, her  fury  became  so  unbounded,  that 
lhe  sought  what   she   could    do    most    atrocious. 


lYickM^  ind  inhDmab,  she  reach^  her*  it  w^ld' 
seem,  and  the  result  wm,  shie  made  tird  dm^ings 
with  a  p^n  and  ink^  andd  sent  them  t6  a^  fcjr  the 
twopdAny  potity  representing  me  as  haying  dis^rae€)l 
myself  wk4>  hid  old  firiend  sir  Sidney  Smitll.  They 
are  of  the  mtDst  indecent  nature,  drawn  with  <ber 
own  hand^  and  words  upon  them  iii  her  dw^n  hand- 
writing. Sir  John,  sir  Sidney^  and  myself,  daw  idl 
sweiar  point  blank  witbont  a  mohient's  heaitatibn^ 
and  if  her  royal  bighnei^  is  a  subjeet  and  ameimble 
to  the  l6ws  of  this  country  (And  I  conceive  her  tt) 
be  so)  she  ought  to  be  tried  and  judged  by -tiKwe 
laws  for  doing  thus,  to  throw  fiiebrands  into  the 
bosotn  of  a  quiH  famiijr.  My  hifsband,  withiChart: 
cool  good  sense  whi<^h  has  ever  marked  bis  *ehe^' 
,racter,  and  with  a  belief  in  my  innoc^ncej  wbich 
nothing  but  facts  can  stagger  (for  it  is  founded 
upon  my  having  been  faithful  to  him  nine  yeisrs 
before  we  were  married,  and  seven  years  sincie^).ajB 
well  as  his  long  acquaintance  Vkrith  sir  Sidney  Smith's 
character  and  disposition^  and  having  .seea  the 
prinee»i  of  Wales's  loose  and  vicious  cbaraetefv.  put 
the  letters  in  bis  ^ocket>  and  went  instantly  to^ sir 
Sidney  Smith.  Sir  Sidney  was  as  much  Itttoiii^hfld 
as  we  had  been.  Sir  John  then  told  bim»  4)e  put 
the  qteatien  to  him,  and  e^^pecMd  an  answer  «uch 
as  an  bfficer   and  gentleinaA  oaght  to  give  \x^)^^ 

*  A  Mank  %  tte  ikUtheAtldiite&cbpjr. 


MikxS:':   sir  Stdfii^  ISmith  gave  sir  JdbnJ^is  tiand^ 
n  tm  old  friend  and  companion,  and  asauredbim^ 
in   tbe   most    Boienia    mrniner^    as.  an  officer  and 
gentl«NJMti,  thst  tbe  whole  was  the  most  audacious 
tad-witked   calumny;    and  he  would  swear  to  its 
berhi^  ikt  kimd* writing  of  the  princess  of  Wales; 
and  *ihMi  he  believed  lady  Douglas  to  be  tbe  same 
Tirtttous   domestic  woman   he    thought   her,   when 
sir  John  first  made  him  known  to  her.     Sir  Sidney 
added^  "  I  never  said  a  word  to  your  wife,  but  what 
you  might  have  heard ;  and  had  I  been  so  base  as 
to  attempt  any  thing  of  the  kind  under  your  roof, 
i  should  deserve  fc^  yoii  to  shoot  me  like  a  mad 
dog.      1  am  ready  to  go  with    lady  Douglks   and 
youradf^  and  let  us  ask  her  what  she  means  by  it ; 
cob£f0d^  her.''     Accordingly  sir  John  wrote  a  note 
to  the  lady  in  waiting,    yvhich  was  to  this    effect : 
'^Shr  John  and  lady  Douglas^  and  sir  Sidney  Smith 
pceaent  their  compliments  to  tbe  lady  in  waitings 
aadi  request  she  will  have  the  goodness  to  say  to 
her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales^  that  they 
are  d^wrous  of  having  an  audience    of   her   royal 
highness  immediately.''      We  received  no  answer 
to  this  note;  but,  in  a  few  days^    an  answer  was 
Rent   to  sir  Sidney  Smithy   stating^  that  her  royal 
highness  the   princess  of  Wales  was  much   indis- 
posed, and  could  not  see  any  one  at  present.     This 
was  directed  to  sir  Sidney  Smithy  at  our  house^  al- 
though be  4id  not  live  there.     This  was   an   ac- 


knowtedgmeilt'of  iier  g:uitl^:  sfite  could  ^ot  faoeiiM^ 
it  was  satisfactoty  to  us  all^  for  it  said,  ;l  am'tiie 
author^  let  me  off;  but  to  make  one'd  satisfaotioR 
upon  this  the  more  perfect/  and  to  waiui  her  of  the 
deinger  she  runs  of  discovery^  when  she  did :  auch 
flagrant   things,   I   wrote  the  tinder'-wi^itten  nole> 

and  put  it  into  the  post-office/ directed  (o  bersdf.     : 

■ . .  ,   .  , . 

""  Madam,  '         . 

•  ■  I"   '■  • . 

''I  received  your  former  anonymous  letter  saf^^; 
al*)  your  twolast^  with  drawings. 
*^'  I  am.  Madam, 

"  Your  obedient  servant^ 
(Signed)      "  CHARLOTTE  DOUGLAS," 

It  appears  evident  that  her  royal  highness  >e- 
ceived  this  safe,  and  felt  how  she  had  coifnmitted 
herself,  for,  instead  of  returning  it  in  the  old  siyle, 
she  sent  for  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Kent, 
and  requested  him  to  send  for  sir  Sidney,  and  by 
the  post  sir  Sidney  received  an  anonymous  letter, 
saying,  the  writer  of  that  wished  for  no  civil  dis- 
sensions^ and  that  there  seldom  was  a  difference 
where,  if  the  parties  wished  it,  they  could  not  ar- 
range matters.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  brought  thta 
curious  letter  to  shew  sir  John,  and  we  Witte  all 
satisfied  it  was  from  her  royal  highness,  who,  think* 
ing  sir  Sidney  and  sir  John  might,  by  this  time, 
he  cutting  each  other's  throats,  sent  very  graciously 
to  stop  them;  in  short,  she  called  them   civil' dis^ 


■ 

sftknmtAf  i> His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Keo^ 
bci^j^- employed  :  tO;  negotiate^  sent  for  sir.  Sidney 
Soiithy  >and  acquainted  him,  that  he  \yas  desired  by 
bar  royai  highness  to  say^  .that  she  would  see  sir 
SkUtey  Sn^ith  in  the  course  of  a  fewdays^  provided^ 
wImni  he  jcame  to  her,  he  avoided  all  disagreeable 
discitaatans  wha^oever.  Hi9  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Kent  then  sought  from  sir  Sidney  an  exr 
planation  of  the  matter;  sir  Sidney  Smith  then 
gt»^  the  duke  of  Kent  a  full  detail  of  circumstances^ 
and  ended  by  saying,  ^'  We  all  could  and  would 
swear,  the  drawings  and  words  contained  in  those 
covers  were  written  by  the  princess  of  Wales;  for, 
Bs  tf  she  were  fally  to  convict  herself^  she  had  sealed 
one  of  the  covers  with  the  identical  seal  she  had 
used  upon  the  cover^  when  she  summoned  sir  John 
to  luncheon  at  Montague-bouse."  His  royal  high- 
nes^  the  duke  of  Keut,  finding  whtit  a  scrape  she 
t^ad.^n tangled  herself  in^  exclaimed,  ''  Abominable! 
fooli^b^  to  be  sure;  but^  sir  Sidney  Smithy  as  this 
n^atter^  if  it  makes  a  noise^  may  distress  his  majesty, 
^nd.be  injurious  to  his  health,  I  wish  sir  John  and 
lady  Douglas  would  (at  least  for  the  present)  try 
to  forget  it :  and  if  my  making  them  a  visit  wx)uld 
be.  agreeable,  and  soothe  their  minds^  I  will  go  with 
all  miy  heart,  though  I  am  not  yet  acquainted  with 
Uiem^  and  I  will  speak  fully  to  the  princess  of 
Wales,  and  point  out  to  her  the  danger  of  doing 
such  things ;    but^  at  all  events,  it  would  be  very 
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ifl^rfowBi  to^  bis  nvajt^jr V  iMealthy  if  it  came^xtov^b 
eMv  joist  now/'  Sir  S4d^«V  SiintK  caifkCf^froiii  iM 
royal  highness  the  diike  ^  Ketot  fo  m^  iin4  deUterad 
hi$  iDyal  highness- s  message.  Sir  Jdbn  dedmed  idl 
fie^ti^tion  ;  but  fold  sir  Sidft^  SinMiv-  thfft  kenrnM 
emp6iHH^  to  say  to  the  dube  of  Kmk  from  bimr^ 
thtit  of  whatsoeter  exftent  hi  itiight*^  hi«^  tej«»- 
rittt/  and  however  anxion^  he  idigbt  \m  to  le^k 
justice^  jret  when  he  receited  such  aft  jafttimikiti 
ff6i(in'  oiie  of  the  royal  i^ify,  he  if(pM  cMdAtAf 
fMmse  before  he  imk  «rny  of  Ihose  fneidHkires  he 
itfesfnt  to  take:  aiHd  if  (hdf  wsfs  the^  cttis^^ >aii4 ' his 
wyal  higbhesi$  the  dofk^  of  Kent  wais  desirous -of 
h}^  behrg  quiet,  lest  his  tnajesty's'  h'e^itk  or  pestcB 
ntfg^ht  be  disturbed'  by  it,  hi^  daty  at^  his  irt« 
ti^chmetit  to  his  sovereignty  wete  so  sincei^^  timt 
he  would, bury  (for  the  preseirt)  his  private  caktmi- 
ty,  i6t  the  sake  W  bi^"  aMjesty's^  fepose  and  the  pab* 
lie  good;  but  he  b^fg^ed  to  be  clearly  aiidei%tck)d> 
th£ct  he  did  not  mean  to  bind  himself  hereafter; 
but  Jpesene  to  hiiiiself  a  full  ri^ht  of  exposing  the 
princess  of  Wales,  when  he  jatJgtd  ft  might-  be 
dOkie  with  greatest  eflfeet,  and  when  it  was.tiot 
lArely  to  disturb  the  repose  of  f  his  coatitry. 

Sir  Stdfrey  SraHh  toM  us  that  be  bad!  dt^KTered 
sir  John's  message,  verbaiifk,  to  the  dak^of  Keat; 
and,  a  short  time  afterwards,  his  royal  highness 


V* 


*  So  in  Ih^  auiheftflicgiied  eoj^. 
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^mwmdgd  vir.John  and  air  Sidney  to  dine  .wjtb 
bioi  «t  KienMngton  PqImb.;  but  the  duke  of  IK^ept 
^  iK)t  isfMuk  t9  sir  J«hi)  upon  the  subject  jm^ 
the  matter  r^ted  thera,  and  would  bava  ^fiipt 
for  a  time^  had  not  tbe  {Mriacess  of  Wale«  vecani«- 
menced  a  iresb  torrent  of  outrage  against  tir 
John  ;  aad  bad  h^  not  dja^vered^  that  she  w«# 
attemptiaf  to  undermine  hiB  and  lady  DoQgjbff> 
charactefi  Sir  Joba  iherefore^  was  coropeU^.tP 
coniBiunicaia  bis  situalioii  to  bis  royal  Hjghnesi 
tfae  dohe  of  Sttfisex^  in  order  that  he  might  afv 
qmint  the  rayal  fawilj  of  tba  manner  the  pria- 
ceta  of  Wales  was  proceeding  in,  and  to  claim  his 
majesty's  aad  the  heir-^pparent's  protection.  His 
royal  bighaess  the  dake  of  Sussex^  with  that  good- 
ness and  Qonsideration  sir  4ohn  expected  from 
him^  has  informed  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
WaleSj  who  sent  sir  John  m>rd^  that  ''  He  desired 
to  have  a  full  detail  of  aU  that  passed  during  their 
acquaintance  with  her  royal  highness  the  prin- 
cess of  Wales^  and  how  they  became  known  to  her^ 
it  appearing  to  the  heir-apparent^  from  tlie  repre- 
sentation of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Sus- 
sex, that  his  majesty's  diearest  intarests,  and  those 
of  this  country,  were  very  deeply  involved  in 
the  question ;  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales  has  commanded  them  to  be  very  cir- 
cumstantial in  their  detail  respecting  all  they  may 
know  relative  to  the  child  the  princess  of  Wales 
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affected  to  adopt/  Sir  John  and  lady  Doughs 
repeat,  that,  being  so  called  upon^  they  feel  it  their 
doty  to  detail  what  they  know,  for  the  informa- 
tion  of  his  majesty  arid  the  prince  of  Wales,  and 
they  have  so  done  as  upon  oath^  after  baving-xifi^y 
seriously  considered  the  matter,  and'  are  r^^ady 
to  authenticate  whatever  they  have  said,  .if  it 
should  be  required,  for  his  majesty's  furtluar  in- 
formation.  I  have  drawn  up  this  detail  i|t\tbe 
best  manner  I  could  ;  and  fear,  from  niy  iU^ver 
having  before  attempted  a  thing  of  the  Iqnd, 
it  will  be  full  of  errors,  I  being  much  fatigued 
from  writing  of  it,,  from  the .  original^  in  •eight 
and  forty  hours.  Of  the  facts  contained  thereiee^/:! 
believe  they  are  correct;  I  am  ready  to  assert^;  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  that  I  know  them  :iall^ 
to  be  true.  -.s-.  r: 

(Signed)  CHARLOTTE  DOUGLAS. 

JOHN  DOUGLAS. 


■   /  ' '  v.*.  "■■  ."■  . 


In  the  presence  of 
AUGUSTUS  FREDERICK, 
Greenwich  Park^  Dee^  3,  1^5. 
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CHAPTER  VllI: 


Serious  ttiid  unpleasant  Reports. — A  Commission 

.'•  'issued    under    the  Royal   Sign    Manual — The 

Visits  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to  her .  Royal 

Mvther  limited — Depositions  of  Charlotte  Lady 

\Dqugias — Sir  John  Douglus --Robert  Bigood 

-^William  Cole  and  Francis  Lloyd^  against  the 

Princess  of  Wales^  with  occasional  Remarks, 

AS  the  most  serious  and  an  pleasant  repoiis  stUl 
cootinaed  to  reach  the  ear  of  his  majesty^  a  com* 
mission  was  issued  under  the  royal  sign  manual^ 
appointing*  lord  Erskine^  chancellor ;  lord  Grenville, 
first  lord  of  the  treasury;  lord  Spencer^  secretary 

state;  and  lord  Ellenborough^  chief  justice  of 
the  king's  bench^  the  royal  commissioners  to 
investigate  the  truth  of  the  allegations^  to  examine 
witnesses,  and  to  report  the  result  of  that  exami- 
nation to  the  kins:. 

yj       ...  .  -      •  ■     •  . 

The  intercourse  between  the  princess  of  Waleg 
and  her  daughter  was  now  confined  to  only  one 
visit  in  the  week^  and  that  under  the  conditions  of 
being  in  the  presence  of  persons  appointed  to  watch 
their  motions  and  discourse.  Fortunately  one  of 
(hose  attendants  was  the  secret  friend  of  the  princess 
of  Wales^  by  whose  means  a  regular  correspondence 

T 


wafi  secretly  kept  up  between  the  mother  and 
daughter^  whereby  the  latter  was  apprised  of  her 
roval  mother's  critical  situation  and  embarrass- 
ments^  and  her  disposition  'naturally  prevented 
her  from  making  requests  or  asking  questions 
which  might  then  have  beeii  highly  injuiriousjto 
the  princess  of  Wales. 
.  The  following  are  the  depositions  against  her 
royal  highness,  which  occasioned  so  mtidh  public 
discontent.  Charlotte  lady  Douglas  deposed  that 
she  first  became  acquainted  with  the  princess  of 
Walfes  in  1801.  Sir  John  Douglas  had  a  house  at 
Blackbeath.  One  day^  in  November  1801,  ,the  sjdow 
was  lying  on  the  ground;  the  princess  and  a  lady, 
who  the  deponent  believes  was'  Miss  Heyman/came 

«  ■      '  ■       ■        »  '  ~ 

on  foot,  and  walked  several  times  before  the  door. 
Lady  Stewart  was  with-  the  deponent^  and  said^ 
she 'thought  the  princess  wanted  something,  and 
that  deponent  ought  to  go  out  to  her.  Deponent 
went  to  her;  she  said  she  did  not  want  any  things 
but  she  would  walk  in ;  that  deponent  had  a  very 
pretty  little  girl.  She  came  in  and  $taid  some  time. 
About  a  fortnight  after,  sir  John  Douglas  and  de- 
ponent  received  an  invitation  to  go  to  Montagae 
house.  After  that  deponent  was  very  fir^qujently 
at  Montague* house,  and  dined  there;  the  princess 
dined  frequently  with  them.  About  May  or  Jone^ 
1802^  the  princess  first  talked  with  deponent  abou^^ 
her    own  conduct,     Sir  Sidney  Smith,    wl^o.  ii«id 


been  iit  John's  friend  ^or  more  than  twenty  years^ 
came  t^  England' about  November^  1801^  and  came 
to  live,  in  their  house.  Deponent  understood  that 
the  princess  knew  sir  Sidney  Smith  before  she  was 
princdss  of  Wales.  The  princess  saw  sir  Sidney 
Smith  as  friequently  as  they  did.  They  were  usually 
kept  ai  Montague  house  later  than  the  rest  of  the 
party ;  ofiten  till  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. l)eponent  neyer  observed  any  impropriety 
of"  conduct  between  sir  aidney  Smith  and  the  prin- 
ces^, l^eponent  made  the  princess  a  visit  to  Mon- 
tagiie  house  in  Miarch  1803^  fur  about  a  fortnight. 
She  desired  her  to  come' there/  because  Miss  Garth 
was  ill.  In  May  or  June  following/ the  princess 
caime  iH  their  house  alone;  she  said  she  came  to 
tell  her  something  that  had  happened  to  her^  and 
diesired  tier  to  guess.  Deponent  guessed  several 
things^  and  at  last  said  she  could  not  guess  any 
thing  more.  She  then  said  that  she  was  pregnant, 
and  that  the  child  had  come  to  life.  Deponent  did 
not  know  whether  she  said  on  that  day^  or  a  few 
days  before^  that  she  was  at  breakfast  at  lady 
Wid'oughby's,  that  the  milk  flowed  up  to  her  breast, 
and'  canoe  through  her  gown;  that  she  threw  a 
napkin  over  herself,  and  went  with  lady  Wil- 
lougbby  '  into  her  room  and  adjusted  herself,  to 
prevent  its  being  observed.  She  never  told  her 
who  was  the  father  of  the  child.  She  said  she  hoped 
it  woiild  be  a  boy.     She  said,  that  if  it  was  dis- 


covered^  she  would  give  the  .  prince  of  Wales  the 
credit  of  being  the  father^  for  she  had  .slept  tvro 
nights  at  Carlton  house  within  the  year.     While 
deponent  was  at  Montague  house  in  March,    she 
said  that  I  was  very  sick,  and  the  princess  dedired 
Mrs.  Sander  to  gel  me  a  saline   draught;       .She 
then  said  that  she  was  very  sick  herself,  apd  ^bat 
she  would  take  a  saline  draught  too.      Deponent 
observed  that  she  could  not  want  or.e,  and  looked 
at  her.      The  princess  said.  Yes,  I  do ;    what  do 
you  look  at  me  for,  with  your  wicked  eyes?  you 
are  always  finding  me  out.     Mrs.   Sander  looked 
very  much  distressed;  she  gave  us  a  saline  draught 
each.     This  was  the  first  time  that  deponent  had  had 
any  suspicion  of  her  being  with  child.     Tiie  princess 
never  6aid  who  was  the  fether.      When  she  first 
told  her  she  was  with  child,  she  rather  suspected 
that  sir  Sidney  was  the  father,   but  only  becauge 
the  princess  was  very  partial  to  him.     Deponent 
never  knew  that  he  was  with  her  alone.     They  bad 
constant  intercourse  with  the  princess,    from,  the 
time  when  deponent  was  at  Montague  house  till 
the  end  of  October.     After  that  she  had  first  com- 
municated  to  her  that  she  was  with  child,  she  fre- 
quently spoke  upon  the  subject.      She    was   bled 
twice  during  the  time.     She  recommended  to  de^ 
ponent  to  be  bled  too,  and  said  that  it  made'  you 
have  a  better  time.     Mr.  Edmeades  bled  her.     She 
said  one  of  the  days  that  Mr.  Edmeades  bled  her 
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ihai  :«he  had  a  violent  heat  in  her  blood,  and  that 
Mi*.  EdiBcades  should  bleed  her.  Deponent  told 
the  princess  she  vyas  very  anxious  how  she  would 
inanage  to  be  brought  to-bed  without  its  being 
known  ;  that  she  h<)pled  she  had  a  sale  person.  She 
Mid  yes,  she  should  have  a  person  from  abroad; 
that  she  had  a  great  horror  of  having  &ny  man 
atioiit.  her  on  such  an  occasion.  She  said,  ''  I  am 
tonfident  in  itiy  own  plans^  ^nd  I  wish  you  would 
iiot  speak  with  me  on  that  subject  again."  She 
said,  "  I  shall  tell  every  thing  to  Sander."  De- 
ponent thinks  this  was  on  the  day  on  which  she 
ttiidhergf  what  had  happened  at  lady  Willough- 
byV  That  Sander  was  a  very  good  woman,  and 
might  be  trusted,  and  thai  she  must  be  with  her  at 
the  labour;  that  she  would  send  Miss  Gouch  to 
Brunswick;  and  Miss  Millfield  was  too  young  to 
be  f^rusted,  and  must  be  sent  out  of  tlie  way.  De- 
ponent was  brought  to-bed  on  the  23d  of  July^ 
1802;  the  princess  insisted  on  being  present;  de- 
ponent determined  that  she  should  not,  but  meant 
to  avoid  it  without  offending  her.  On  the  day 
on  which  deponent  was  brought  to-bed  she  came 
to  her  lK>use,  and  insisted  on  coming  in;  Dr. 
Mackie,  who  attended  her,  locked  the  door,  and 
said  she  should  not  come  in ;  but  there  was  ano- 
ther door  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  room,  which 
was  not  locked,  and  she  came  in  at  that  door, 
and    was  present  during  the    time  of  the  labour, 


dtkA  tbok  tfte  child-  dd'  !»km  Kb  itf  Was  liorii,    and 
fialcT   t^t    sfte  wriflC  vet*y  gMd  iKtft  slid*  fm   se^b 
tiftf  Wfaol^   of  it.      TH«f  princ^bs's  {ite^dhey'  ap- 
petffi^d   to  her   to'  hef  very   yiHrbfe;    she'  W^    d' 
cQ^ion    behind,    fln*d    mad^   Msfi   S^&et   make 
otfe  fbi"  het*.     DUi^tig  d^ponefht'ii  fying-hl,  the  priii- 
cedtf    (Mitne  Oti^^   ddy  wfth  IVfrs:    Fit±g&nid;   stie 
sent  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  A'^ay;  and  took  a  chair  and' sat 
by  tfef  bfed-^ide.     Shfe^  daid,  '*  You  wflfl  hear  df  mf 
taking  chifdr^n  iii  btiisket^^  but  yoti  wohYtake  Buf 
notice  of  it;  I  shall  have  them  bHJughl  by  a  podr 
wom^h'  it)  a  basket;    I  shall'  do  it  as  a'  toVer  to^ 
hare   ttny   own  brought  to  mH  in  that   v^ay/'    or 
••'that  is  the  vray  in  which  I.  must  havfr  my  6wh 
brought  when  1  hSive  it/*      Very    sbAii  aftfer  this 
two  children,   who  werfe  twins;  werie  brought  by 
a  poof  woman  in  a  basket.      The  prhnce^  tooi: 
them,  and  had  them   carried  up'  itito  h^r  room, 
and  the  princeiTd  washed  them  hel^elf.     The  prin- 
cess told  this  herself.     The  father,  a  few  days  af- 
terWcirdR,  came  and  insisted  upon  having  the  chil- 
dren and  they  were'  giVen  i6  hith.     The  prihcess 
afterwards  sdd  to  deponent,  ''You' see  I  to6k  the 
children,  and  it  answered  very  well ;  the  father  had' 
got  th^m  back,  aild' she  could  ndt  blamed  him;  that 
she  should  take  other  children,    at)4^  should'  haV^ 
quite  a  nUrsery.*"      Deponent  sttw  the  [irineess  on  a 
Sunday,  either  thfe  30th  or*  31  st  of  October,   1803; 
walking  before  tfife  dooir.     iSfi(6  wajg  dressed'  so  as 
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^  f^qqo^l  her  p,i:?gftW(cy.;  ]%hi^  Jifrd  a  lof  g  cloak 
W^  a  JT^^  gre^  goiuff.  She  h»4  JH^t  jceUirne4  from 
Qreejawich-phurch ;  she  look^  very  i)I^  and  d^ 
pooent  ^ojoght  must  h^  very  near  ^h^er  time.  About 
avKfek>  orjiun^  or  tejn  day?  afteir  this  deponient  .rift- 
chived  j^  note  from  the  princess,  ^  deaire  thft  she 
woo^  opt  cpme  to  Mqntague-bpwe^  for  they  yffit^ 
^ppr€;h|^8ive  that  the  children  s^^  hf^d  token  b^  Jbtad 
the  ipeasle^  jn  their  clothes^  and  that  ghe  ymi  afraici 
bj^r  child '.might  take  it.  When  the  princess  cajne 
to  «ee  deponent  during  her  lying-in^  she  told  her, 
ttiftt  whpp  she  should  be  broughjt  tp-bed^  she  wished 
nhe  wpu}(l  Qpt  cpnie  to  her  for  some  time,  for  afx^ 
might  be  confuted  in  seeing  her.  About  the  jeod 
of  Pecember  deponent  went  (o  Gloucestershire, 
and  stayed  there  about  a  month.  When  she  .f^r 
turnpd^  which  was  in  Janqary,  she  went  to  Mon* 
tague-house,  and  was  let  in.  The  princess  yvas 
packing  up  something  in  a  black  box.  Upon  ^e 
sofa  a  child  was  lying,  covered  with  a  piece  of  4*ed 
clo(h.  The  princess  got  up  and  took  her  by  tjhe 
han^ ;  she  then  led  her  to  the  sofa,  and  said,  "TJtiere 
is  the  child,  I  had  him  only  two  days  after  (  sfl^w 
you/'  The  words  were  either,  ''  I  had  hinj,  or 
''I  was  brought  to-bed."  The  words  were  sfti:^ 
as  clearly  imported  that  it  was  her  own  child*  She 
said  she  got  very  well  through  it.  She  shev^e4 
deponent  a  fflark  on  the  child's  hand  ;  a  pink  ipark. 
The  princess  said^  '^  he  has  a  mark  like  yp^r  liMtl« 
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girl."    Deponent  saw  the  child  afBrwards  freqoenlly 
with  the  prineess^  quite  till  Christinas,  180S,  when 
she  left  Blackheath.     She  saw  the  mark  appn  the 
child's   hand,  and   is  sure  it  was  the  same  chUd* 
Deponent  never  saw  any  other  child  there.     Pritt- 
cess  Charlotte  used  to  see  the  childj  and  play  with 
him.     The  child  used  to  call  the  princess  of  Waks 
mamma.       Deponent    saw ,  the    child    looking  at 
the  window  of  the  princess's  house  about, a  month 
ago^    before   the   princess  went  into  Devonshire/ 
and  she  is  sure  that  it  was  the  same  child.     Not: 
long  after    deponent    had    first   seen    the    child, 
the  princess  said  that  she  had  the  child  at  first  to 
sleep  with  her  for  a  few  nights^  but  it  madie  her 
nervous^  and  now  they  had  got  a  regular  nurse  for' 
her.     She  said^  ''We  gave  it  a  little  milk  at  first, 
but  it  was   too  much  for  me,   and  now  we  breed 
it  by  hand,  and   it  does  very   well."       Deponent 
can  swear  positively  that  the  child  she  saw  at' the 
window  is  the  same  child  as  the  princess  told  her 
she  had  two  days  after  she  parted  with  her.     The 
child  was  called  William^  she  never  heard  that  it 
had  any  other  name.     When  the  child  was  in  longp 
clothes,  they  breakfasted  one  day  with  the  princesBi*^ 
and  she  said  to  sir  John  Douglas,  ^'  This   is  the 
Deptford  boy."      Independently   of   the  princess's^ 
confessions  to  the  deponent,   she  can   swear  that 
she  was  pregnant  in  1802.      In    October,    1804, 
when  they  returned   from   Devonshire,    deponent 
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left  her  card  at  Motitague  hoase^  and  on  (he  4th 
df  ffctolier  she  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Vernon^ 
dadttrkig  her  not  to  come  any  more  to  Montague 
hMae.  She  had  never  at  this  time  mentioned  the 
princess's  beitag  with  child^  or  being  delivered  of  a 
fMU,  to  any  person,  not  even  to  sir  John  Douglas. 
Attit  receiving  Mrs.  Vernon's  letter^  she  wrote  to 
tlie  prittceie  on  the  subject.  The  letter  was  sent 
hide:  unopened.  Deponent  then  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Fitsgerald^  saying  that  she  thought  herself  ex- 
trasely  91-nsed.  In  two  or  three  days  after  this 
she  received  an  anonymous  letter.  The  princess 
of  Wales  told  her  that  she  got  a  bedfellow  when- 
ever she  could ;  that  nothing  was  more  wholesome. 
She  said  that  nothing  was  more  convenient  than 
her  room ;  ''  It  stands  at  the  head  of  the  staircase 
which  leads  into  the  park^  and  I  have  bolts  in  the 
inside,  and  have  a  bedfellow  whenever  I  like.  I 
wonder  you  can  be  satisfied  only  with  sir  John." 
She  has  said  this  more  than  once.  She  has  told 
deponent  that  sir  Sidney  Smith  had  lain  with  her; 
that  she  believed  all  men  liked  a  bedfellow^  but  sir 
Sidney  better  than  any  body  else ;  that  the  prince 
was  the  most  complaisant  man  in  the  world;  that 
the  did  what  she  liked,  went  where  she  liked^  and 
had  what  bedfellows  she  liked^  and  the  prince  paid 
for  all.'' 

No  copy  of  the   anonymous   letter  alluded   to 
was  seat  to  the  princess  of  Wales ;  and  when  shewn 
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to  the  earl  Cholmondeley,  who  had  seen  the  pin- 
cess  of  Wales  write  frequently,  his  lordship  awofe 
it  was  not  the  princess's  hand  writings  July   16, 

1806. 

Sir  John  Douglas,  Knt.  deposed  he  had  a  house 
at  Blackheath  in  1801.  Sir  Sidney  used  to  come 
to  his  house.  He  had  a  bed  for  him.  The  princtas 
of  Wales  formed  an  acquaintance  with  lady  Douglas, 
and  came  frequently  to  their  house.  Deponent 
thought  she  came  more  for  sir  Sidney  Smith  than 
for  them.  After  she  had  been  some  time  acquainted 
with  them,  she  appeared  to  deponent  to  be  with 
child.  One  day  she  leaned  on  the  sofo,  and  put 
her  hand  upon  her  stomach,  and  said,  ^*  Sir  John^ 
I  shall  never  be  queen  of  England.''  Deponent 
said,  ^'  Not  if  you  don't  deserve  it."  She  seemed 
angry  at  first.  In  1804,  on  the  27th  of  Oclbber,  he 
received  two  letters  by  the  twopenny  post,  one 
addressed  to  him,  which  he  now  produced,  and  the 
other  letter  fiddressed  to  lady  Douglas,  which  be 
also  produced. 

No  copy  of  either  of  the  anonymouis  letters  al- 
luded to  in  sir  John  Douglas's  deposition,  was  sent 
to  the  princess  of  Wales.  The  first  had  a  kind  of 
drawing  with  the  names  of  sir  Sidney  Smith  and 
lady  Douglas,  and  it  appeared  to  earl  Cholmon- 
deley  to  be  written  in  a  disguised  hand.  His  lordh 
ship  deposed  (July  16.)  Some  of  the  lettersr  re- 
markably resemble  the  princess's  writing;  but  be« 
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camie  of  Ihe  disguisej  I  cannot  say  whether  it  be 
gr  pot  her  royal  bighness's/'  With  respect  to  the 
other  letter,  his  lordship  declared  he  did  not  see  the 
same  resemblance  to  the  princess's  writing. 

Robert  Bidgood  deposed^  that  he  lived  with  the 
prince  twenty-three  years  next  September.  He 
WAt  to  the  princess  in  March^  1798^  and  has  lived 
with  her  royal  highness  ever  since.  About  the 
year  ISQS^  early  in  that  year^  deponent  first  ob* 
lenred  sir  Sidney  Smith  come  to  Montague  house. 
He .  used,  to  stay  very  late  at  night.  He  has  seen 
him  early  in  the  morning  there,  about  ten  or  eleven 
o'clock.  Sir  Sidney  was  at  sir  John  Douglas's 
tod  waa  in  the  habit^  as  well  as  sir  John  and  lady 
Douglas^  of  dining  or  having  luncheon^  or  supping 
there  almost  every  day.  He  saw  sir  Sidney  -Smith 
one  day  in  1802,  in  the  blue  room^  about  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  mornings  which  is  full  two  hours 
before  they  expected  ever  to  see  company.  De« 
ponent  asked  the  servants  why  they  did  not  let 
him  know  that  he  was  there.  The  footmen  in* 
formed  him  that  they  had  let  no  person  in.  There 
was  a  private  door  to  the  park  by  which  he  might 
have  come  in  if  he  had  a  key  to  it^  and  have  got 
ioto  the  blue  room  without  any  of  the  servants 
perceiving  him.  Deponent  never  observed  any 
appearance  of  Ihe  princess^  which  could  lead  him 
to  suppose  she  was  with  child.  He  first  observed 
captain  Manby  come  to  Montague  house^  either 


im#  wfltitiBg^ oneway  in (heantHtoomi  captain, MtBlijr 

i)a4  bis  hat  in  bis  hflLii4  and  appeared  ^  HifirgiiHli^ 

f^f^.    Be  (captain  M.)  ytAtt  a  long  time  wittiiitti^ 

,pi:inae9)9i  apd:<aadeponent  stood  ^d  the  stepsf  w»fl- 

AT\g,  )^^  lo^ed.  into  the  rootn  in  wbichc^  tbey  :^9rtr, 

,;jand  in  :the  reflection:  in  the  lodi^iBg-i^tss  l^iiriM^ 

th^m jttlaie  each  other.     He.  meant  tfwt  they:  jkitii- 

ed  each  other's  lips.     Captain  Manby  then;  wegt 

Mms\,     He  then  observed  the  princess  jbafCf^rber 

Jbandk^rchief  in  her  handsj  ai}d:iwij[>e  het'<€^es,.lui>if 

she  ivas  crying,  and  went  into  Ibc  ^dm^i^ini^filoMai- 

The  .princess  "went  to  Southc^nd  \tk :  May  ^rsliSOiil. 

Peponent  went  with  lier.     They  wer<^  tbere^i<^i|»e 

t>elieyes»  about  six  weeks  before  the  Africaine  cutie 

'ii;i.    Siqard  was  very  often  watdbing  with  a  -i^iis 

to  see  when  the  ship  would  arrive;  ^  Oaa^day^^ 

said  he  saw  the  Africaine,  and  soon  afte^  the  ^p^Ews 

put  off  in  a  boat  from  the  ship.     Sicard  weaKd^WiP 

the  shrubbery  to  meet  him*      When  the  capt«ip 

came  on  shore^  Sicard  conducted  him  to  the^riA-^ 

cess's  house,  and  he  dined  ther^  with  the  priqceps 

and  her  ladies.    After  this  he  came  very  freqaen^y 

to  see  the  princess.     The  princess  had  twohouaes 

on  the  Cliff;  Nos.  8.  and  9.    She  afterwards  t^ 

the  drawing  room  of  No.  7j  which  communkattd 

by  the  balcony  with  No.  8.      The  three  houffs 

being  adjoining^  the  princess  used  to  dine  m^ No. 

8^  and  after  dinner  to  remove  with  the  company 
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(be  princessi  after  having  gone -intd  N6t  7.  With 

jtiipQuB  Matiby  and  the  rest  of  the  compaby^  reCttie 

^enewidi  captain  Manby  from  No«  7>  thfimgh 

No;  8y  hMo  No.  9^  which  was  the  house  in  whitth 

Iba  "priiitiess  slept.     He   snspeeted    that   claplbin 

4iitiiby  alept  frequently  in  the  house.      It  was  a 

Mijeei^-tff  eonversation  m  the  house,    flints  tv^re 

^gvren-bjpthe  servants/ and  deponent  believes  thfit 

^ers'^mispect  it  as  well  as  himself.    The  princess 

'tiMilLiEi  t^hildy  which  he  understood  was  brought  info 

di^oindeby  Stilkeman.    He  waited  only  one  wed& 

ii^tilree^f^and  he  was  not  there  at  the  time  the  child 

^as'teduglit^  but  he  saw  it  there  early  in  186^. 

The  child   who  is  now  with  the  princess  is  the 

flamed  he  saw  there  early  in  1803.     It  has  a  mark 

tin  Ita^  left  hand.     Austin  is  the  name  of  the  man 

wb()  was  said  to  be  the  father.     Austin's  wife  is, 

depibnent  believes^  still  alive.    She  has  had  another 

dkBdy  and  has  brought  it  sometimes  to  Montague 

howe«     It  is  very  like  the  child  who  lives  with  the 

princess.     Mrs.  Gosden  was  employed  as  a  nurse 

to  the  child^  and  she  used  to  bring  the  child  to  the 

ptilioess  as  soon  as  the  princess  awoke^    and  the 

child    used    to  stay  with    her  royal   highness   the 

whole  rooming.    The  princess  appeared  to  be  ex- 

tremely  fond  of  the  child. 

T%is  deposition  was  sworn  at  Lord  Grenvrlle's 
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House^  ID  Downiog-street^  the  sixth  day  of  Juoej 
1805^  in  the  presence  of 

SPENCER, 
OREHVILLE. 

William  Cole  deposed  that  he  lived  with  the 
princess  of  Wales  ever  since  her  marriage.  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  first  visited  at  Montague  house  about 
1802.  He  has  observed  the  princess  too  familiar 
v^ith  sir  Sidney  Smith.  One  day,  he  thinks  about 
February  in  that  year,  the  princess  ordered  soma 
sand  widies ;  he  carried  them  into  the  blue  room  to  her. 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  there.  He  vras  surprised  to 
see  him  there — he  must  have  come  in  from  the 
park.  If  he  (sir  Sidney)  had  been  let  in  from 
iKbuJ^heath  he  must  have  passed  through  the  room 
in  which  deponent  was  waiting.  When  he  had 
left  the  sandwiches  he  returned  after  some  time 
into  the  room>  and  sir  Sidney  Smith  was  sitting 
very  close  to  the  princess  on  the  sofa;  depon^t 
looked  at  him,  and  at  her  royal  highness.  She  caught 
deponent's  eye,  and  saw  that  he  noticed  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  sitting  together.  They  ap« 
peared  both  a  little  confused  when  he  came  into 
the  room.  A  short  time  before  this,  one  night 
about  twelve  o'clock,  he  saw  a  man  go  into  the 
house  from  the  park,  wrapt  up  in  a  great  coat* 
Deponent  did  not  give  any  alarm,  for  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind  was  that  it  was  not  a  thief.      Soon 
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after  he  had  seen  the  princess  and  sir  Sidney  Smith 
sitting  together  on  the  soIb,  the  duke  of  Kent^ 
sent  for  deponent^  and  told  him  that  the  princess 
woold  be  glad  if  he  would  do  the  duty  in  town^ 
because  she  had  business  to  do  in  town,  which 
she  would  rather  trust  to  him  than  any  body  eke. 
Hie  duke  said  that  the  princess  had  thought  it 
wooM  foe  more  agreeable  to  be  told  this  by  him  than 
ftrough  Sicard.  After  this  deponent  never  attend- 
fA  at  Montague  house  but  occasionally^  when  the 
prmcessflent  for  him.  ^  About  July  1802^  he  observ- 
ed that  the  princess  had  grown  very  large ;  and  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  she  appeared  to  foe 
grown  thin^  and  he  observed  it  to  Miss  Sander^ 
who  said  that  the  princess  was  much  thinner  than 
she  had  been.  He  had  not  any  idea*  of  the  princess 
being  with  child.  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  painter^  used 
to  go  to  Montague-house  about  the  latter  end  of 
1801  >  when  he  was  painting  the  princess^  and  he 
has  slept  in  the  house  two  or  three  nights  toge- 
ther. Deponent  has  often  seen  him  alone  with  the 
princess  at  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 
He  has  been  there  as  late  as  one  and  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  One  night  he  saw  him 
with  the  princess  in  the  blue  room,  after  the 
ladies  had  retired.  Some  time  afterwards^  when 
deponent  supposed  that  be  had  gone  to  bis 
room^  he  went  to  see  that  all  was  safe^   and  he 
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tMni^  HSb^  Miilii-  room  door  locked,  ^  and  hmr& -n 
wtrbjperin^in^it,  an^  be  went  away.  ^^'^ ' 

This  was  also  sworn  the  sixth  day  of  Jane;  18015^ ' 
/  FVinces  Lloyd  deposed,  that  she  lived  tmhe 
fwtB*  with  the  princess  of  Wales,  next  OctbbttR^ 
Sbe^irin  the  toffee-^room.  Htf  sitaafion  i^ili^ 
eofflbe^room  does  not  ^ve  her  c^portnnities  ^rf"  Me^ 
inff  the  princess.  She  don't  see  her  sometimw^or: 
months.  Mr.  Mills  attended  deponent  for  a  ooM£<w 
He  isisked  her  if  the  prince  came  to  Bladdieath" 
backwards  and  forwards,  or  something  to  dnit 
effect;  fbr  the  princess  was  with  child,  or  lookeil' 
as  if  she  was  with  child.  This  must  have  beaii: 
three  or  four  years  ago.  It  may  have  beeai  fimi 
years  ago.  She  thinks  it  must  have  been  some  time* 
before  the  child  was  brought  to  the  princess.  '  Sim: 
remembers  the  child  being  brought.  It  was  brongiit 
into  her  room.  She  had  orders  sent  to  ber^t^^ 
give  the' mother  arrow-root,  with  directions. hosr^ 
to  make  it,  to  wean  the  child^  and  she  gave  it  io 
the  mother,  and  she  took  the  child  away.  Altera, 
wards  the  mother  brought  the  child  back  agaiv. 
Whether  it  was  a  week,  ten  days,  or  a  fortnjfekt^: 
she  cannot  say,  but  it  might  be  about  that  tinr.- 
The  second  time  the  mother  brought  the  child^*  ahor 
brot^ht  it  into  her  room.  Deponent  asked  ker 
how  a  mother  could  part  with  her  child.  ThednoK^ 
tber  cried,  and  Mid  she  (Could  not  affiurd  to  keep  iL 
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T^HskUdrwas  nid  to  b^  about  four  iQOikth«jold 
when  ;it  was  brougbL  Deponeai  did  not  fmrtiou-^^ 
IiHj)!frtf b^ewe  itrherself.  .  ^ 
?vD!(^ipn€^i;  was  alBams^e  with  tbeprioc«ii  in 
190^  -^n^  ni^ornii^-when  they  were. in  the  bcRise 
at^SSent  Giiff,  somebody^  she  does  not  recoliect  who»: 
ksfQ^kegd  Higher  door,  ^nd  desired  her  to  get  up  rtft 
pcifMffie  breakfast  for  the  princess,  Tijiis  was^  about  ^ 
W  i^^'oioek.  She  was. asleep.  Doring  the  whole 
t)iiMtalie.>wasin  the  princess's  service^  she  had  never 
\mm  called:  up  .before  to  make  breakfast  for. the  prin- 
(kstw.:  She  slept  in  the  housekeeper's  room  on  th^ 
graund-fioor.  .She  opened  the  shutters :of  thie  win^n 
iom  ferJighi. ..  She  knew  9t  that  time  that  cap* 
liin  IVfanby's  ship  was  in  the  Downs.  When  she 
opened  the  shutters  she  saw  the  princess  walking 
(bwn  the  garden  with  a. gentleman.  She  (the  prin*  . 
cam)  was  walking:  down  the  gravel-walk  towards 
the  sea.  No  orders  had  been  given  deponent  over- 
night  to  prepare  breakiast  early.  The  gentleman 
the  princess  was  walking  with  was  a  tali  man.  She 
was  aurprised  to  see  the  princess  walking  with  a 
gntleman  at  that  time  in  the  morning.  She  is 
gore  it  was  the  princess.  While  they  were  at  filaek* 
heath^  a  woman  at  Charlton^  of  the  name  of  Townly 
toM  deponent  that  she  had  some  linen  to  wash  from 
the  pHncess's  house.  That  the  linen  was  marked 
wiithrthe  appearance  of  a  miscarriage- or  delivery. 
The  woman  has  since  left  Charlton^    but  she  has 
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fnitlidft-tlMrt.  ^  Jllie  ihinks  it  muft  htve  beta  WfMe 
the  Ghii4  was  broe^ht  to  tbe  prineest^  that  the 
woman  told  this.  She  knowi  all  the  women  in 
tbe  ^riti^est's  bouee.  She  dodi  not  think  tbat4eihy 
of  th^m  were  in  a  state  of  pregfianc^j  and  if  any  hs^i 
she  thiliks  she  must  have  kaown  it.  JBhid  jsje^r 
t6id  Cole  that  Mary  Wilson,  when  she  aumtoied 
the  {h^inoess  to  be  in  the  library,  fial  goae  inUx^he 
ptitocess's  bed-room,  and  had  found  a  man  there  at 
breAkfesi  with  the  princess;  or  tbai  tfaere.fras  a 
great  to^o  about  it,  and  that  Mary  WikHm  iiraa 
sworfi  to  secrecy,  and  threatened  to  be  turqed 
away,  if  she  divulged  what  she  had  seen.  .  ,• 

Tbis  was  sworn  on  the  seventh  day  of  Juxie, 
1806/ in  the  presence  of  ..^ 
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..,.,,.  ,      ,  Q^APTERr  VIII, 
iie[k>9UwHS   of  Maty  Ann   WihQn-^Samuel   K^ 

"  jtaiki  t^^  Austin f   in  favour  &f  tier 

Il6ydl  Hiffhness. 

MARY  ANN  WILSON  depod^d^  tHat'^*?  <li^ 
biiSt-df^  h^r  ktidWied^  ?t^  will  b^  f^  yiiatM  fiexfe 
^jafirfei*,  tfitft irhc liVed  With  tWe  printessdf  Wafts,  as 
liou$e-maid  :  A'^  iivWts  bri^^  the  ladici^Whdaft^^ 
pffiitiewY  «hfc  HiAdWbm-  MrH=en  thit  cMrd,  *Vh'A  is 
now  with  the  princess,  was  brou^hVthere:  ^  Befof^'Jt 
came  she  heard  «*y  th'df  it  was  to  come.  The  mo- 
ther brought  the  child.  It  appeared  to  be  about 
four  months  old -when  it  was  broogltt;  she  remem- 
bers twinsfBelrlg:^Bft>ught  to  the  princess,  before 
this  child  w'as  brought.  She  never  noticed  the 
pri^cess^s  shape  tc  be  different  in  that  year  from 
what  it  was  before;  She  neter  hafd  thought  that 
the  princess  wfes  with  child.  She  has  heard  it 
reported.  It  is  a  gdod  while  ago.  She  never  her- 
self suspfected  her  being  with  child.  She  thinks 
she  could  not  have  betn  with  chitd,  and  have  gdne 
on  to  hertime^  without  her  krfowing  it.  She  ^^^Ss 
at  Southend  "with  the  princess.  Captain  MaAfby 
used  to  visit  the  priiMM^  tliel^;    ^3ti(}<^l&ade   the 
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princess's  bed,  and  has  been  in  the  habit  of  making 
it  ever  since  she  lived  with  her  Royal  Highness. 
Another  maid,  whose  name  is  Ann  Bye,  assisted 
with  her  in  making  the  bed.  From  what  she  ob- 
served she  never  had  any  reason  to  believe  that 
two  persons  had  slept  in  the  bed.  She  never  saw 
any  particular  appearance  in  it.  The  linen  was 
washed  by  Stikeman's  wife. 
This  was  sworn  at  the  same  lime  in  the  pre- 

.  sence  of  the  same. 

Samuel  Roberts  deposed,  that  he  is  a  footman 
to  the  princess  of  Wales.  He  remembers  tbe 
child  being  taken  by  the  princess.  .He  never  ob- 
served any  particular  appearance  of  the  princess  in 
that  year-— nothing  that  led  him  to  believe  that  she 
was  with  child.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  used  to  visit 
the  princess  at  Blackheath.  He  never  saw  him 
alone  with  the  princess.  He  (sir  Sidney)  never 
staid  after  eleven  o'clock.     Deponent  recollects  Mr. 

*  Cole  once  asking  him^  he  thinks,  three  years  ago, 
whether  there  were  any  favourites  in  the  &mily. 
He  remembers  saying  that  Captain  Manby  and  sir 
Sidney  l^mith  were  frequently  at  Blackheath,  and 
dined  there  oftener  than  other  persons.  He  never 
knew  sir  Sidney  Smith  stay  later  than  the  ladies. 
He  cannot  say  exactly  at  what  hour  he  went,  but 
deponent  never  remembers  his  staying  alone  with 
the  princess.    / 

Sworn  at  tbe  same  time. 
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Thomas  Stiketnan  deposed^,  that  be  has  been  in-» 

page  to  <fte  princesr  of  Wales  ever  since  she  iias 

been  in 'Bngland.     When  he  first  saw  the  child 

'ii?ha  IS  vrith  the  princess^  it. was  aboat  four  years 

ago.      Her  royal  highness  had  a  strong  desire. to 

1  X 

-have  an  infent,  which  he  and  all  the  house  knew. 
He  heard  there  was  a  woman  who  had  twins^  one 
-of  which  the  princess  was  desirous  to  faave^  but 
'  the  parents  would  not  part  with  it.  A  woman 
-came  to  the  door  with  a  petition  to  get  her  hus- 
band replaced  in  the  dock-yard>  who  had  been  re- 
mjdved.  Sbe  had  a  child  with  her.  Deponent 
took  the  child;:  he  believes/  and  shewed  it  to  Mrs. 
Sander,  He  then  returned  the  child  to  the  wo- 
man, and  made 'enquiries  after  the  father,  and  af- 
terwards desired  the  woman  to  bring  the  child 
a^ajn  to  th€|  house,  which  she  did.  The  child  was 
taken  to  the  princess.  After  the  princess  had  seen 
iU  she  desired  the  woman  to  take  it  again,  and 
bring  it ;  back  in  a  few  days,  and  Mrs.  Sander 
was*  desired  to  provide  linen  for  it.  Within  a  few 
days  thci  child,  was  brought  again  by  the  mo- 
ther, and  was  left,  and  has  been  with  the  princess 
ever  since.  Deponent  does  not  recollect  the  child 
had  any  mark  ;  but  upon  reflection  he  does  recollect 
that  the  mother  said  he  was  marked  with  elder- 
win&on  the  hand.  The  father  of  the  child,  whose 
name  is  Austin^  lives  with  deponent  at  Pimlicp. 
Deponent's    wife  is  a  laundrMi^  and  washed  the 
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«f  JEoaiigle  for  depouMkt  ;  ?  TJn  ^tMr  ■  fMrto^ttMli  ^dn 

fattsimce.  laln^m  «  se<$piid:tiiM  iA:Bmwiil<»i¥-^|mit^ 
Gift  Aevcff  :8a w  the  mMnan  to  hii :  kifcniMg^i^b^oiii 
^le  came  wjth  tbe  petition  to  the.tiikir.^^.^^IhQd 
Bp .  particular  diraatiomi  by  file  pravebtt  id^  fMoeilte 
a^cbiM;  be  thought  it  bctttar  tOcttiika  thte:d^ 
ptrsons  of  good  character^  than  tht.iebiMbiatfrA 
pauper^,  Nothing  led  hin^i  from  the  liippMratice 
of  thq  prince99^  to  mpposethat  dbe  fMs jUth  cbildi 
bat.fcoiD  her  9hap»  it  iadifficuHv  td^Ja^g^Ai^i^^ 
9|^.it  with  child.  Wheft  she  wiis^filil^ 
th^:  princess  CbarIotta>  deponent f|bo<iti|?ja9t  ^t!& 
kapwn  it^  when  she  waa  fieir  adfatoeed^lnr^h^ljin^ 
if  ha  bad  iiot  bean  told  it.  Sir  iSidiiey;  Smi thrift 
one  time  visited  very  frequently  at  Montajgo<i?JKW>#0i 
two  or  three  times  a  week*  At  tha  jtitneKtha|pyrisH 
cess  was  altering  her  rooms  in  the  ^arkisb<  |iyl% 
sir  Sidney  .Smiths  visits  were  very  fre^a«nt«../t,T 
princais  consulted  biai  upon  them.  Mn,  jj^oiirfril 
waa  the  u]^olsteren  Sir  Sidney  Smith  ;<(ttaiftjra: 
^iiently  alone^  He  stayed  alonev  with  rth^jpfill^ 
oesa,  sometimes  till  eleven  o'elodt  a(^  n|ght;> .  ^ /6[j^ 
baa  been  there  tilt  twelve  o'clock>yaAi|^8fter^^J|a 
beUevea  alone  with  the  prinqess.  The  princej»  Jb 
of. Ibatc  lively  viyapily^  that  she  palia«r;hers^;%b 
miliar;  with  9cotlettan>  wbicl^  prev^qted^  dapon^f^ 


biUlgoiitl^^l^  i^^    liis  slaying  Bd  kite.      H«  ftdH 

iiet^lMietftHhlit  ttt  that  time  any  Mher  gci«flemafi 

vifked^lte^  iuiiici§9»  so  fi^eqtienlly,  or  stayed  »  tetfr; 

H)t;(lwM^den  the  princess^ '  wba^  they  were  alone> 

sittittf  *^Hh  MrlSMirey  Sia^^     onthedame  aoftt  in 

the^^Mua^rMia.     He  bad  aceesi  to  tbife  blue/^tooi^ 

at^dHUmMk  ^  There  was  a»  inner  roam  which  6p€tt^ 

ediitm  t^tkiie  rooin.       When  that  room  w^ 

fioti^i^ted  «p^  ike  did  not  go  into  it,  and  did  not 

«OMidbl(   that  fie  bad  a  rig>ht  to  go  into  it.      Ha 

bfed^^ao^idea  dh  what   aecouht  he  was    brought 

b«%.^^li«  did  «ot  know  that  the  princess's  con^ 

doct >waiHq(«mtioned^r  ^iiestibnable.     He  was  with 

fki^''j||irinc^  M  Ratnsgate.    When  nht  was  at  Es^t 

CJtfli  teaptain  Manby  was   very   frequently  therfe"; 

w^nf  away  as  late  as  eleven  o'clock  at  night.      He 

if^et  hot  remeniber  Fanhy  Lloyd  being  called  up 

any  ttiorfiing  to  make  breakfast  for  the  princess; 

be  4i#  not  like  captain  Manby  coming  so   6fteti, 

afid  istiyi^  so  late,  and  he  was  uneasy  at  it.     He 

r^niemb^  H:  piece  of  plate,  a  silver  lamp,    being 

seiit-i6  captain   Manby.      He  saw  it  in  Stcard's 

pMsessiMi.     tfe  told  deponent  it  wsis  for  Captain 

M«ttby«  and  he'  hstd  a  letter  to  send  With  it.    He- 

pAient  li^  never  seen  captain  Manby  at  the  pHh^ 

eeraV -^lE^' Raiiisgate    before   nina  o'clock   in    the 

m6Miiiig;^but  he    has    heard  he  has   been  ihtf^ 

earliftff  -  Hfe  had  never  any  suspicions  of  therfe 

b^ing"  *Ay  tWrt^ -improper,  either  (torn  the  fn^r 
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quent  visits  of  captain  M anby^  or  froni  bis  conduct. 
He  was  at  Catherington  with  tbe  princess..  Sjbie 
used  to  go  out  generally  in  her  .own  chaise^  He 
thinks  he  has  once  or  twice  seen  her  go  witji  Mr.. 
Hood  in  his  one-horse  chaise.  They  haVe. been  out 
for  two  hours^  or  two  hours  and  a .  half ;  together. 
He  believes  only  a  day  or  two  elapsed  betwc^ji  the 
time  of  the  child  being  first  brought,  and  bQing;then 
brought  back  again^  and  left  with  the  princee:^.  He 
is  sure  the  ehild  was  not  wraned  after  it  had  been 
first  brought.  He  does  not  recollect  any  gentleman 
sleeptngin  the  house.  He  does  not  remember  L^w^. 
rence  the  painter  ever  sleeping  there.  The  pripcess,. 
seems  very  fond  of  the  child.  It  is  always  called 
William  Austin.  .    ' 

Sworn  at  the  same  time. 

John  Seward  deposed,  that  he  lived  seven  years 
with  the  princess  of  Wales ;  is  house-steward,  and; 
has  been    in    that  situation    from  the  end  of  six 
months  after  he  first  lived    with  her  royal  higb* 
ness.     He  remembers  the  child   who  is  now.  v^tb. 
the  princess  of  Wales  being  brought,  there.     It, 
was  about  five  months  old  when  it  was  brought*. 
It  is  about  four  years  ago,  just  before  they  went  to 
Ramsgate.     He  had  not  tbe  least  suspicion  pf^the 
object  of  his  being  brought  here.     He  had  oppor-^  . 
tunity  of  seeing  the  princess  frequently.     He  wait- 
ed on    her   at  dinner  and  supper.     He  never: ob-^ 
served  |tbat  ^the  princess,  bad  the  appeiarance  of 
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being  witb  child.  He  tbinks  it  was  hardly  poa- 
sijMe  ih^i  she  should  have  been  with  child  without 
hift  perceiving  it.  Sir  Sidney  Smith  used  to  visit 
very  frequently  at  Montague  house  in  1802^  with 
sir /John  and  lady  Douglas.  He  (sir  Sidney)  wa^ 
veiy  c^en^  he  believes^  alone  with  the  princess^  and 
BO.was  Mr.  Cannings  and  other  gentlemen.  He  can- 
not say^  that  be  ever  suspected  sir  Sidney  Smith  of 
any  improper  conduct  with  the  princess.  He  never 
had ^any  suspicion  of  the  princess  acting  improperly 
with  sir  Sidney  Smithy  or  any  other  gentleman. 
He  jremembers  captain  Manby  visiting  at  Montague 
house.  Tiie  princess  of  Wales  did  not  pay  for  the 
expence  of  fitting  up  his  cabin^albut  the  linen 
furniture  was  ordered  by  deponent^  by  direction  of 
the  princess^  of  Newberry  and  Jones.  It  was 
put  by  Newberry  and  Jones  in .  the  princess's 
bill^  and  was  paid  for  with  the  rest  of  the  bill 
by  Miss  Hey  man. 

Sworn  at  the  same  time. 

Charlotte  Sander  deposed,  that  «he  lived  with 
the  princess  of  Wales  eleven  years.  She  is  a  native 
<tf  Brunswick^  and  came  with  the  princess  from 
Brunswick.  The  princess  has  a  little  boy  living 
.with  her  under  her  protection.  He  had  a  ifiark 
on  bis  handy  but  it  is  worn  oif.  Deponent  first 
saw  him  four  years  ago,  in  the  autumn.  The  fa* 
iher  and  mother  of  the  child  are  still  alive.  De- 
ponent  has  seen  them  both.    The  father   worked 
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in  the  dock-yard  at  Deptford,  but  has  nbwtert  . 
the  use  of  his  limbs.  The  father's  name  is  Atistth. 
The  mother  brought  the  child  to  the  princess  yvhpi 
he  was  four  months  old.  Deponent  was  prfb^ 
when  the  child  was  brought.  She,  the  princeiW^ 
was  in  her  own  room  np-stairs  when  the  chila 
was  brought.  She  came  out  and  took  the  ibfma 
herself.     Deponent  understood  that  the  child  tiNtb  . 

1     •        -v 

expected  before  it  was  brought.  She  isf  sure  that'slife 
never  saw  the  child  in  the  house  before;  it  appi^r^ 
ed  to  be  four  months  old.  The  princess  was  lirtd^ 
ill  or  indisposed  in  the  autumn  of  1803.  She^pim 
dresser  to  her  royal  highness.  The  princess  iion1& 
not  be  ill  or  iClisposed  without  her  knowing  if.  Shfe 
is  sure  that  *e  was  not  confined  to  her  rooifh"  (St 
to  her  bed  in  that  autumn.  There  was  not,  to  heir 
knowledge,  any  other  child  in  the  house.  It  was 
hardly  possible  there  could  have  been  a*  child  thifi?fe 
without  her  knowing  it.  She  has  no  recbHecfi6n 
that  the  princess  had  grown  bigger  in  the  'Jfeai* 
1802  than  usual.  She  is  sure  the  princess  ^ag 
not  pregnant.  Being  her'dresser,  she  must  fci&'^fe 
seen  it  if  she  was.  She  solemnly  and  posftive'lj 
Swears,  she  has  ho  reason  to  know  or  beliefcf  IMt 
he  i^rincess  of  Wales  has  been  at  aiiy  time  pir^^- 
nant  during  the  time  she  has  lived  with  her^irdj^ 
highness  at  Montague  honse.  She  may  Have  li^ 
to  Cole  that  the  princess  was  grown  much  thititi^ii'^, 
but  she  does  not  recollect  that  she  did.     She  ncH^tfr 
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lieard  any  -body  say  aay  thing  about  the  princess 

^VS^g;  pregaaiit  till  she  came  here  to   day.    She 

ijl|d  not.  expect  to  be  asked  any   question   to*day 

i^fiifll^e^oting  the  princess  being  pregnant.     Nobody 

^qAe^.-Over  to  the  princess  from  Germany  in.  the 

Ijl^mQ  of  18U2^   to  her  knowledge.      Her  royal 

^ijl^nesis.  was  generfdly  blooded  twice  in  a  year, 

J^  i^  lately.     She  never  had  any  reason  to  sup- 

^f|B|p^^ that,  the  princess  received  the  visits  of  any 

g^g^eman  at  improper  hours.     Sir  Sidney  Smith 

j^t^.hpr  frequently,  and  almost  daily.     He  was 

IJb^f^.iVery  late^   sometimes  till  two  o'clock  in  the 

^ff^rpiiig.     Deponent  never  saw  sir  Sidney  Smith  in 

^\^taova(  alone  with  the  princess  late  at  night.     She 

n^er  saw   any  thing  which  led  her   to   suppose 

.^t  sir  Sidney  Smith  was  on  a  very  familiar  foot* 

jpg  with  the  princess  of  Wales.     She  attended  the 

p^mcess  of  Wales  to  Southend.     She  had  two  houses^ 

J|^Q«.9[vand  No.  8.    She  knew  captain  Manby.    He 

|U)}pmaiided  the  Africaine.    He  visited   the  prin- 

i^^.     While  his.  ship  was  there^  he  was  frequently 

vritb  ^e  princess.     She  does  not  know  or  believe, 

and,  she  has  no  reason  to  believe  that  captain  Manr 

ifj.slBLid  till  very  late  hours  with  the  princess.     She 

i^eyi^  suspected  that  there  was  any  improper  fami- 

J^ity  between   them.      She   never  expressed   to 

f^y  body  a  wish  that  captain  Manby's  visits  were 

upt,  so  frequent.    If  the  princess  had  company^  she 

was  never   present.    The  princess  was  at  Rams- 
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*g|M« in  18D3.  She  hw  i^n  dptnitk  Mufiby  (hw« 
•  fHj^tiehtly.  H*  tame  to  Ih*  prineefti^i '  hoase  ia 
difin^.  He  never  rtayetf  till  late  at  ilf^ht  at  tlie 
princeiii^*8  hotsi9e.  She  tnm  in  Deronsfaire  i^ritfaMhe 
princete  htfefy.  There  vras  no  oii*  oflScer  that'ibe 
aartfir  when  she  was  in  Devorfshine^  more  tinani  tfre 
rest:/  She  niver  heard  from  the  pWnidete  that'»he 
apprehended  her  conduct  wag  qtNeistioned;  'Whfew 
i^e-  wAi^  brnught  h^re  she  thought  she  mtghtiie 
^estioned  resplecting  the  princess's  conduce;  and 
site'  was  *8orry  ^e  had  to  come.  She  doesnf^t'lcDew 
why  she  thought  so.  She  never  saw  any  thtng^^^w 
(be  conduct  of  the  princess  while  she  lived'witb 
her^  which  would  have  niade  her  uneasy-  if  rf>6  jiiatf 
been  her  husband.  When  she  was  at  Southend 
nhe  dinged  in  the  steward's  roomv  She  canH  say 
\Vhethfer  she  heard  any  body  in  the  steward^s  room 
say  tiny  thing  about  the  captain,  meaTrifrg'captain 
Manby.  It  is  so  long  ago  she*  may  hafve  forgot'  it, 
iShe  has  seen  captain  Manby  alone  with  the  pfrin- 
c*S8  at  No.  9;  the  drawing  rodm  at  Southend. 
She  has  seen  it  only  once  or  twice.  It  was  at  two 
or  threi  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  never  later. 
She  slept  in  a  rootn  next  to  the  princess  in  the 
house,  No.  9/ at  Southend.  She  never  saw  «p- 
tain  Mariby  in  any  part  of  that  house  but  the 
drawing-room i  She  has  no  reason  ta  believe 
he  was  in  any  other  room  in  the  house.  She 
was  at  Cutheriiigton  with  the  princess.     She  was 
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>ffibM&'  Honl'S'  boiue.    Sba  oevei^saw  anycfaoiilii^y 

>lietii!!eeii  h«r-aDd  Mr.  Hood; , v^  ^he  haa  $e^%k  tii^j^,4rtf e 

ritont^iiviMr.  Hood'g  enrrk^e  wi^L^tiii^faloncu.^.  It 

:nrali:a^gig.    They  wed  ta^be  abaept  foj^.^ir^ffal 

3iicHifft$  V  A  servant  of  the  princess  attended, itl^p. 

3iSheiia9:de)tvered  padceU  by  tfae^ordor  9£4|^e  ,p|g|ii-^ 

3ftBe«i^.:i¥liic|i  she  gave  lier  sealed  ^p»  to 'Sicai|d^  to 

i  rJMbrVy  hiin  fonvanled  to  qaptaii)  Man^       Thebirjbh-^ 

3cd0y;pf.tbe  4:hild  who  lives  with  ^e.princesf  ia,  Ihe 

;>td<ltk.>^  Julyy  as  bis  mother  told .  deponent,.  .3he 

^'«8yaifae  was  cbristened^at  Deptford.     The  child  has 

«  it^aiark  on  the  band.      The  mother  told  her  that 

:?JitMlasv|jPorn  red  wine.     She  believes  the  xhild  <;anie 

>'f;tb4be  princess  in  November. 

:    ■•  f 'Sworn  at  the  same  time. 

■  . '  Sophia  Austin  deposed^  thnt  she  knows. the  child 
vffaiah'  is  now  with  the  princess  of  Wales..  De-* 
deponent  is  the  mother  of  it.  She  was  delivered  of  it 
fooT: 'years  ago,  the  11th  of  July  next^  at  Brown- 
low-street  Hospital.  She  has  lain  in  there  three 
.  times^^  William^  who  is  with  the  princess^  is  the 
second  child  she  laid  in  of  there.  It  was  marked 
in  the  right-hand  with  red  wine«  Her  husband 
was  a  labourer  iu  the  dock-yard  at  Deptford.^  When 
peace  was  proclaimedj  a  number  pf  the  workmen 
were  di8charged>  and  her  husband  was  one  who 
was  discharged.  She  went  to  the  princess  .with 
a  petition  on  Saturday^  to  try  to  get  her  husband 
restored.     She  lived  at  that  time  at  Deptfprd  New- 
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tSK9,  l!i^%  Wilh/E'  pefsDD.' of  tber  namQ  ^of  3f^q^ 

Ol^t  1|f^e  dv^  8bK;th  of  .NoTember.f  Mr.,^  JPS$nQj^» 
^JMIi^er  ia  JSW-8tffe«t^  was  tbdr.,4!efiler^^  iMi4/#l^ 
i^kr^tfi^,  <^Id  to  Mr^  Beai^'^f  when  3l|9,,w^^fit5* 
r^diyi^^bec;  hqa|iaiid>  .wages  eyery>  wpekj|.^£ron|^|^ 
iHl^e^^sliie.  left  4be  ^ bospitat  tiH  sbe  cimiied.,  tl^  f bj^ 
ti^tbapniiicess.  Sbe  knew  Mr.  StikeQia|[)rQnI^.^^j^ 
b{i^ii«^{ie«D  bun.  once  befpre^  wben  jbe  !^i^;j|i| 
apply  for  a  letter  to  Brownlow-gtreet  Hg^pii^l^ 
When  she  went  to  Montague  bouse^  sbe  desired 
Mr.  Stikeman  to  present  ber  petition.  He  said 
they  were  denied  to  do  such  things^  but  seeing  her 
with  a  baby  be  could  do  no  less.  He  then  took  the 
child  from  her^  and  was  a  long  time  gone,  fie  then 
brought  her  back  the  child^  and  brought  half-a- 
guinea^  which  the  ladies  had  sent  ber.  He  said  if  the 
child  had  been  younger  be  could  have  got  it  taken 
care  of  for  her,  but  desired  that  she  would  come  up 
again.  She  went  up  again  on  the  Monday  follow- 
ing^ and  saw  Mr.  Stikeman.  Mr.  Stikeman  after- 
wards came  several  times  to  them,  and  appointed 
ber  to  take  the  child  to  Montague  house  on  the 
5tb  of  November,  but  it  rained  all  day^  and  sbe 
did  not  take  it.  Mr.  Stikeman  came  down  to  ber 
on  Saturday  the  6lh  of  November^  and  sbe  took 
the  child  on  that  day  to  the  princess's  bouse.  The 
princess   was  out.      She  waited  till  she  returned. 
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Thfrjjrriitess  saw  the  child/ and  asked  its  age.  ©f*- 
ploftent  #ent  ddwn  into  the  coffee-room,  and  they 
g^6  her  some  arrow- root  ta  wean  the  chiMF;  for 
shib' '^8  sdcklihg  (he  child  at  this  lime,  9ttd 
Wlliei^  she  had  weaned  the  chHd,  isheVas  fi>  brings 
kr'aild  leaf  e  it  with  the  princess.  -  Khe  did  Wean  tte 
dtiildyHand  brought  it  to  the  princess's  hoaiie'  oti 
ibt^iSth  of  November,  and  left  it  there,  and  it  bias 
blefefr'with  the  princess  ever  since.  She  saw^  th^ 
chi^  last  Whit-Monday,  and  she  swears  that  it  i^ 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Letters  frem  Earl  Spencer ^  Lard  Cfwydir,  and 
Lady  Wilbyuffhby — Register  of  the  Births 
and  Baptisms  of  Thomas  and  WiUiam  Aus- 
tin— Depositions  of  Elizabeth  Gosden,  Betiy 
Tonmlet/f  Thomas  Edmeadesy  Surgeon^  SMutel 
GUlam  Milby  do.^  Harriet  Fitzgerald^— Que- 
ries and  Answers^- Depositions  of  Robert  Bid- 
good,  Sir  Francis  Milman  and  Hester  Lisle. 

THE  following  letter  was  sent  by  Lord  Spen- 
cer to  Lord  Gwydir,  during  this  delicate  investiga- 
tion.— 

"  My  Lord^  20tA  June,  1806- 

"In  consequence  of  certain  inquiries  directed 
by  his  majesty^  lady  Douglas,  wife  of  sir  John 
Douglas  has  deposed  upon  oatb^  that  she  was 
told  by  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of 
Wales,  that  at  a  breakfast  at  lady  Willoughby's 
house  in  M  ayor  June,  1802,  &c.  [Here  follows 
an  extract  from  lady  Douglas's  deposition.^ 
It  being  material  to  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  the 
truth  of  this  fact,  I  am  to  request,  that  your  lord- 
ship will  have  the  goodness  to  desire  lady  Wil- 
loughby    to   put  down  in  writing   every   circum- 
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stance  in  any  manner  relative  tberetp  (if  any  such 
there  be)  of  which  her  ladyship  h«i3  any  recollec- 
tion ;  and  also  to  apprize  rne^  for  his  majesty's  in- 
formation^ whether  at  any  time,  during  the  course 
of  the  above-paentioned  ye^^r,  lady  Willoughby  ob- 
serve^ any  such  alteration  in  the  princess's  shape, 
or  any  other  circumstances,  as  might'  iijdi^ce  her 
ladyship  to  believe  that  her  royal  highness  was 
tben  pregnant.  :  ' 

"  I  am,  &c. 

**  spencer:* 

The  following  answer  was  immediately  returned 
with  an  inclosure : 

"  Sidmouthy  21irf  June  1806. 

"  My  Dear  Lord, 
•'  In  obedience  to  your  commands  I  lost  no  time 
in  communicating  to  lady  Willoughby  the  import- 
ant sulgect  of  your  private  letter,  dated  the  20th 
instant,  and  I  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  a  letter 
to  your  lordship  from  lady  Willoughby. 

**  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

"  gwydib/ 

•*  My  LoRDr 
"  In  obedience  to  the  command  Qontained  v^ 
your  lordship's  letter  communicated  to  me  by  lo^ 
Gwydir,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  J 
have  no  recollection  whatever  of  the  fact  stated  i^ 
have  taken^olace,  during  a  breakfast  at  Whitehall 
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in  May  or  June  180gl ;  nor  do  I  bear  in  tniiid  any 
particular  circumstances  relative  to  her  royal  high- 
ness the  princess  of  Wales  at  the  period  Jto  which 

you  allude. 

"I  have  the  honour,  &c.      "^ 

June  21. 1806.  **  willoughby.** 

Earl  Spencer. 

The  following  re^ster  of  the  births  and  baptisms^ 
under  the  name  of  Austin,  born  in  the  Brown- 
low  street  lying-in  hospital,  about  the  period  jn 
question,  was  obtained  upon  the  present  occasion. 

*•  Thomas,  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Austin, 
bom  May  8.  1802,  baptized  May  10. 

^  WilKam,  of  Samuel  and  Sophia  Austin,  bom 
May  11,  baptized  May  15. 

^*   CHARLES  WATKIN  WILLLIMS  WYNN. 

''  June  23, 1806." 

Elizabeth  Gosden  deposed,  that  she  is  the  wife' 
of  Francis  Gosden,  who  is  a  servant  [of  the  prin- 
cess of  .Wales,  and  has  lived  with  her  royal  high- 
ness eleven  years.  In  November  1802,  she  was 
sent  fcH*  to  the  princess's  house  to  look  after  a  little 
child ;  she  understood  that  he  had  been  then  nine 
days  in  the  house.  She  was  nurse  to  the  child. 
One  of  the  ladies,  she  thinks.  Miss  Sander,  deliver- 
ed the  child  to  her,  and  told  her  her  royal  high- 
ness  wished  her  to  take  care  of  Jiim.  The  child 
/  never  slept  with  the  princess.    She  sometimes  used 


N 

to  take  him  to  the  princess  before  she  was  up,  and 
leave  him  with  her  on  her 'bed.  The  elbild:  ha4  a 
mark  on  the  hand;  it  appeared  to  be  a  stain  g£ 
wine,  but  is  now  worn  out*  She  was  about  a  year 
and  three  quarters  with  the  child.  The  mother 
used  to  come  often  to  see  him.  Deponent  never 
saw  the  princess  dress  the  child,,  or  take.o^its 
things  herself;  but  she  has  seen  her  do  it.  /(he 
diHd  is  not  so  much  with  the  princess  now  as  be 
was. 

Sworn  June  23,  1806. 

Betty  Townley  deposed  that  s|;ie  lived  at  Charl^ 
ton  sixteen  years,  and  till  within  the  last  two  years 
she  was  a  laundress,  and  used  to  wash  linen  fov  the 
princess  of  Wales's  family.  After  the  princess  left 
Charlton,  and  went  to  Blackheath,  she  used  to  go 
over  to  Blackheath  to  fetch  the  linen  to  wash.  She 
has  had  linen  from  the  princes*s  house  the  same  as 
other  ladies :  she  means  that  there  were  such  appea- 
ranees  on  it  as  might  arise  from  natural  causes  to 
which  women  are  subject  She  never  washed  the 
princess's  own  bed-linen,  but  once  or  twice  occa- 
sionally. She  recollects  one  bundle  of  linen  once 
coming  which  she  thought  rather  more  marked 
than  usual.  They  told  her  that  the  princess  had 
been  bled  with  leeches,  audit  dirtied  the  linen 
more  :  the  servants  told  her  so,  but  she  does  not  re* 
member  who  the  servants  were  that  told  her  so. 
She  recollects  once  she  came  to  town  and  left  the 
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UAta  H^ith  her  daughter  to  wash ;  she  looked  at  the 
dptbes  sWwly  before  she  went,  and  counted  them, 
Hhd'her  daughti^t,  And  a  woman  she  en^ployed  with 
hati  washed  thetn  whi^Ie  she  was  in   town.     She 
thbught  when  she  looked  them  oyer,  that  there 
Might  his  Sdtttething  more  than  usual.     Her  opinion 
Mr^ii  tlmt  it  i;^as  frdtii  a  miscarriage.     The  linen  had 
the  appear&hc6  Of  h  tt^iscairriage,  she  believed  it  at 
the  tim6.    They  W^re  fin(s  damask  napkins,  and 
some  of  them  marked  with  a  little  red  crown  in  the 
comer,  and  some  without  ^arks.   Deponent  might 
haVfe  mientibned  it  to  Fanny  Lloyd*     She  does  not 
Collect  when  this  W6s,  but  it  must  be  more  than 
ii9o  ye&r&  tod  a  hklf  *igo ;  for  she  did  not  wash  ffar 
the  princess's  Faiftily  but  very  little  for  the  l^st  six 
toionths.     Mary  Wilson  used  to  give  her  the  linen^ 
aiid  she  believes  It  W^i  she  who  told  her  that  the 
|)Vinfeel5s  Was  bled  with  fe^hes ;  but  the  appearance 
of  Ifete  lihi&n  which  ishe  has  spoken  of  before,  was 
difFereht  from  that  which  it  Was  said   was   stained 
by   bleeding  With   leeches.     She  remembers  the 
child  coming.     She  used  to  wash  the  linen  for  the 
ehild,  and  Mrs.  Gosden,  who  nursed  the  child,  used 
to  pay  her  for  it:     She  kept  a  book,  in  which  she 
entered  the  linen  she  washed.     She  is  not  sure  whe- 
ttier  she  has  it  still ; — ^but,  if  she  has,  it  is  in  a  chesty 
at  her  da^ughter's,  at  Charlton,  and  she  will  produce 
it  if  she  can  find  it. 

Sworn  at  the  same  time. 
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Thomas  Edcneades  deposed,  that  he  is  a  siirgecm 
and  apothecary  at  Greenwich,  and  was  appointed 
the  Burgeon   and  apothecqiry  of  the  princess   of 
Wales,  in  1801.    From'  that  time  he  has  attended 
her  royal  highness,  and  hejr  household.     He  knew 
Fanny  Lloyd,  who  attended  in  the  coffee-room  at 
the  princess's ;  he  has  frequently  attended  her  for 
colds.     He  does  not  recollect  that  he  ever  said  any 
thing  to  her  respecting  the  princess  of  Wales.     It 
never  once  entered  his  thoughts,  while  he  attended 
the  princess,  that  she  was  pregnant.     He  never 
sud  that  she  was  so  to  Fanny  Lloyd.     He  has  bled 
the  princess  twice ;  the  second  bleeding  was  in  1803, 
and  it  was  in  the  June  quarter,  as  appears  by  the 
book  he  kept.     He  don't  know  what  she  was  bled 
for — it  was  at  her  own  desire — it  was  not  by  any 
medical  advice.     He  was  unwilling  to  do  it,  but 
she  wished  it.     According  to  deponent's   recollect 
tion^  she  complained  of  a  pain  in  her  chest;  but  he 
doesn^t  remember  that  she  had  any  illness.     He 
did  not  use  to  bleed  her  twice  a  year.     He  certain- 
ly saw  her  royal  highness  in  Nov.  1802.     He  sa# 
her  on  the  16th  of  November,  but  he  had  not  any 
idea  of  her  being  then   with  child.     He  did  not 
attend  her  on  the  1 6th  November,  but  he  saw  her 
then ;  he  was  visiting  a  child  (a  male  child)  from 
Deptford,     He  has  no  recollection  of  having  seen 
the  princess  in  October,  1802.     The   child   mus* 
have  been  from  three  to  five  months  old  when   he 
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first  saw  it.  He  has'  no  recollection  of  the  prin- 
cess having  been  ill  about  the  end  of  October,  180S. 
He  has  visited  the  child  very  often  since,  and  he 
has  always  understood  it  to  be  the  same  child.  The 
princess  used  sometimes  to  send  for  leeches,  and 
had  tfiem  from  him.  He  doesn't  think  that  he 
attended  the  princess,  or  saw  her  often,  iii  the 
summer  and  autumn  of  1802,  He  had  not  the 
sole  care  of  the  princess's  health  during  the  time  he 
has  spoken  of.  Sir.  Francis  Milman  attended  her 
occasionally. 

Sworn  June,  25,  1806. 
Samuel  Gillam  Mills  deposed,  that  he  is  a  sur- 
geon at  Greenwich  ;  has  been  in  partnerjship  with 
Mr.  Eadmeades  since  1800.  Before  he  was  his  part- 
ner he  attended  the  princess  of  Wales's  femily 
from  the  time  of  her  coming  to  Blackheath  from 
Charlton.  He  was  appointed  by  the  princess  her  sur- 
geon, in  April,  1801,  by  a  written  appointment,  and 
from  that  time  he  never  attended  her  royal  highness, 
or  any  of  the  servants,  in  his  medical  Opacity,  except 
that  he  once  attended  Miss  Gouch,  and  once  Miss 
Millfield.  There  was  a  child  brought  to  the*  prin- 
cess while  he  attended  her.  He  was  called  upon 
to  examine  the  child.  It  was  a  girl,  it  must 
have  been  in  1801,  or  thereabouts.  The  child 
afterwards  had  the  measles,  and  he  attended  her. 
When  first  he  saw  the  child  he  thinks  it  must  have 
b^n  about  ten  months  old.     It  must  have  been 
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prior  to  April,  1801.  He  understood  that  the  child 
was  taken  through  charity.  He  remembers  that 
there  was  a  female  servant  who  attend^  in  the 
ooflfee-room.  He  never  said  to  that  woman,  or^to*any 
other  person,  that  the  princess  was  with  child,. or 
looked  as  if  she  was.  with  child,  and  he  never 
thought  so,  or  surmised  any  thing  of  the  ,  kind* 
He  was  once^  sent  for  by  her  royal  highness ,  to 
bleed  her.  He  was  not  at  home,  and  Mr.  Edmead^s 
bled  her.  He  had  bled  her  two  or  three  times 
before ;  it  was  by  direction  of  sir  Francis  Milman. 
It  was  for  an  inflammation  she  had  on  the  lungs. 
As- much  as  he  knew,  it  was  not  usual  for  the 
princess  to  be  bled  twice  a  year.  He  doesn't 
know  that  any  other  medical  person  attended 
her  at  the  time  that  he  did,  nor  does  he 'believe 
that  there  did.  He  doesn't  know  that  sir  Frau- 
ds Milman  had  advised  that  she  should  be  blooded 
at  tlie  time  that  he  was  sent  for  and:was  not^at  home, 
n<Mr  what  was  cause  of  her  being  then  blooded.  He 
does  recollect  ^  something  of  having  attended  the 
servant  who  was  in  the  coffee-room,  for  a  cold,  but  he 
is  sure  he  never  said  to  her  that  the  prineess  was 
with  child,  or  looked  as  if  she  was  so.  He  has 
known  that  the  princess  has  frequently  sent  to 
Mr.  Edmeades  for  leeches.  When  he  saw  the  fe- 
mal  child,  Mrs.  Sander  was  in  the  room,  and  some 
other  servants,  but  he  doesn't  recollect  who.  He 
W|U5  sent  for  to  see  whether  there  was  any  disease 


aiiout  the  child — to  isee  whether  it  was  a  healthy 
qhtld,  w&  her  royal  highness  meant  to  take  i|;  under 
her  patronage.  The  child  could  juist  walk  a}one. 
He  fi»w  the  child  frequently  afterwards.  It  w^ 
at  one  time  with  Bidgood»  and  another  time  with 
Gosden  and  his  wife.     He  doesn't  recollect  that 

■ 

the  princess  was  by  at  any  time  when  he  stfw  the 
child.  He  never  saw  the  child  in  Montague  house 
wh^  he  attended  it  as  a  patieht,  but  when  he  was 
fyit  6ent  for  to  see  if  the  child  had  any  disease,  it 
wa«  in  Montague  house. 

Sworn  at  the  same  time.  ' 

Harriet  Fitzg^ald  deposed,  that  she  came  finst 
to  five  witb  the  princess  of  Wales  in  1801,  merely 
as  a  friend  and  companion,  and  has  continued  to 
Hve  with  her  royal  highness  to  this  time.  She 
knows  lady  Douglas.  She  remembers  her  lying-in. 
It  happened  by  accident  that  her  royal  highneiss 
was  in  the  house  at  the  time  of  lady  Douglas's 
^livery.  She  thinks  it  was  in  July,  1802.  She 
was  there  herself.  The  princess  was  not  in  tbe 
room  at  the  time  lady  Douglas  was  deliv€ared. 
There  was  certainly  no  appearance  of  the  princeivB 
being  pregnant  at  that  time.  She  saw  the  pridoess 
at  that  time  every  day,  and  at  all  hours.  She  be- 
lieves it  to  be  quite  impossible  that  the  princMs 
should  have  been  with  child  without  her  bbaenr- 
ing  it.  She  never  was  at  b  breakfast  with  the  prin* 
eess  at  lady  Willoughby's.    The  princess  took  a 
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p ;  she  gave  him  the  orders  as  soon  as 

3  Southend.     He  used  to   see  water- 

s,  and  towels,  set  out  opposite  the  prin- 

in   the  passage, — never   saw   them   so 

passage  at   any  other  time ;    and  he 

aptain  Manby  was  there  at  those  times. 

a  general  suspicion  throughout    the 

.  and  Miss  Fitzgerald  there,  and  Miss 

'  now  lady  Hood )  there.     Deponent's 

•ose  from  seeing  them  in  the  glasses 

her,  as  he  mentioned  before,  like  peo- 

ch  other— a  very  close  kiss — Her  be- 

»at  of  a  woman  attached  to  a  man ; — 

themselves  at  luncheon  at  Southend 

lot  sent  for — a   number   of  times. 

)ey  which  captain  Manby  used  to 

n   the  stable  ready  for  him,  and 

d  to  ride.     The  servants  used  to 

>out   captain  Manby ;    it  was  a 

amongst  them  ;  deponent  lived 

hiey  Smith  came ;  her  manner 

very  familiar.     She  appeared 

m,  but  deponent  did  not  sus- 

T.      AH  the  upper  servants 

to  the  park  to  let  her  royal 

le  used  to  see  Sicard  receive 

er  to  put  in   the  post   in- 

"i  was  after  captain  Manby 
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Southend.  He  may  have  slept  in  the  village,  but 
she  believes  he  iiever  slept  in  the  princess's  house. 
She  was  at  Catherington  with  the  princess.  She 
remembers  her  royal  highness  going  out  in  an  open 
carriage  with  the  present  lord  Hood.  She  believes 
lord  Hood's  servant  attended  them.  There  was 
only  one  servant,  and  no  other  carriage  with  them. 
She  was  at  Dawlish  this  summer  with  the  princess, 
and  afterwards  at  Mount  Edgecombe.  The  prin- 
cess saw  a  great  deal  of  company  there.  Sir 
Richard  Strachan  used  to  come  there.  She  doesn't 
know  what  was  the  cause  of  his  discontinuing  his 
visits  there.  She  remembers  sir  Sidney,  Smith  be- 
ing frequently  at  Montague  bouse.  He  was 
sometimes  there  as  late  as  twelve  and  one  o'clock 
in  the  moriling,  but  never  alone  that  she  knows 
of.  The  princess  was  not  in  the  room  when  lady 
Douglas  was  brdught  to  bed.  She  knows  she 
was  not,  because  she  was  in  the  room  herself  when 
lady  Douglas  was  delivered.  Dr.  Mackie,  of 
Lewisham  was  the  accoucheur.  She  doesn't  re- 
collect sir  Sidney  Smith  ever  being  alone  with  the 
princess  in  the  evening.  It  may  ^have  happened, 
but  she  doesn't  know  that  it  did.  She  used  to  sit 
with  the  princess  always  in  the  evening,  ^but  not 
in  the  morning.  She  was  with  the  princess  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  Mr.  Hood  and  lord  Amelius  Beau- 
derc  were  there  with  her.  ^  She  went  there  from 
Portsmouth — Sworn  June  27,  1806. 
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In  a  letter  dated  July  1,  1806,  earl  Spencer  stated 
to  lord  Gwydir,  that  the  extreme  importance  of 
the  business  on  which  he  had  before  troubled  hli 
lordship  and  lady  Willoughby,  makes  it  the  indis- 
pensable  duty  of  the  persons  to  whom  his  Majesty 
has  entrusted  the  enquiry,  further  to  request  that 
her  ladyship  ivill  have  the  goodness  to  return  in 
writing,  distinct  and  separate  answers  to  the  en- 
closed queries.  They  beg  leave  to  add,  that  in  the 
discharge  of  the  trust  committed  to  them,  they 
have  been  obliged  ta  examine  upon  oath  the  se- 
veral persons  to  whose  testimony  they  have  thought 
it  right  to  have  recourse  on  this  occasion.  They 
have  been  unwilling  to  give  lady  Willoughby  the 
trouble  of  so  long  a  journey  for  that  purpose,  well 
knowing  the  full  reliance  which  may  be  placed 
on  every  thing  which  shall  be  stated  by  her  lady- 
ship in  this  form.  But  on  her  return  to  town 
it  may  probably  be  judged  necessary,  for  the  sake 
of  uniformity  in  this  most  important  proceeding, 
that  she  should  be  so  good  as  to  confirm  on  oath 
the  truth  of  the  written  answers  requested  from 
her  ladyship. 

Lord  Gwydir  immediately  communicated  to 
lady  Willoughby  the  queries  transmitted  to  him, 
and  in  his  reply  to  earl  Spencer  (dated  July  3,) 
returned  them  with  lady  Willoughby's  answers 
in  her  own  handwriting;  adding,  "We  are  both 
truly  sensible  of  your  lordship*s  Iciiid  attention  in 


not  requiting  h^y  Willpugliby's  penonal  at^ti- 
danoe.  She  will  moit  readily  obey  the  or4er  of  tbe 
touncil,  should  her  presoiee  hecpoiQ  necessary. 


Queries. 


Arufmrs. 


«  1.  ttoes  lady  Wil- 
loughby  remember  see- 
ing the  princesspf  Wales 
at  breakfast  or  dinner 
at  her  bouse,  either  at 
Whitehall  or  Beckhen-. 
ham,  on  or  about  the 
months,  of  May  or  June 
1803?" 


''  1.  In  the  eourse  of 

the  last  ten  ye^rs  the 
princess  of  Wales  Ims 
frequently  dpne  nie  the 

r 

honour  to  lu^eakfest  and 
dine  a^  Whitehall,  and 
Langley,  in  Kent.  Her 
royal  l^ghnftsp  may  hA;^ 
been  at  Qxy  house  i^  the, 
months  of  May  Qf  Jmfp^ 
18Q2,  but  pf^the  perio^, 
at  which  I  had  'the  ho- 
nour of  receiving  her,  I 
have  no  precise  recollec- 
tion. 


2.  "  Has  her  ladyship' 
any  recollection  of  the 
(ircumstat)ce  of  her  royal 
hif^hness  having  retired 
from  the  cppipany  at 
such  breakfast  or  dinner^ 
on  acopunt  or  under  th(^ 


2.  "  I  do  not  remem- 
ber her  royal  highness 
having  at  any  time  re- 
tired froija  the  qoippany 
either  at  Whitehall^  or 
ait  Langley^  under  the 
pretence  Qf  haying  spilt 
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jM^nce,  of  having  tpilt 
any  thing  over  h&t  hand- 
hepchief  ?  Jknd  if  so,  did 
Ifldy  Willo&i^by  attead 
her  royal  highneas  oa 
that  occajDon  ?  and  what 
then  paased  hetweea 
them  relative  to  that 
circumstance  ? 


any  thing  over  bcc  hand- 
kercfai^^ 


9.  «' Had. lady  Wil^ 
loughby  frec(ueiit  oppor- 
ttHiities  in  the  coarse-  of 
that  year,  to  see  herroyal 
highness  the  pnxieess  of 
WaleSi  and  at  what  pe- 
riods ?  And  did  she  at 
any  lame  during  the  year 
observe  ;any  appearance 
whicK  led  her  to  suspect 
that  the  princess  of 
Wales  was  pr^nant? 

4k**IsladyWillough- 
by  acquainted  with  any 
otherdrcumstances  lead- 
ing to  the  same  conclu^ 
noB,  or  tending  to  esta- 


3. '*Te^lhebe«tofmy 
reaaembeaiiee  I  had  few 
opportunities  ef  seeis^ 
the  princess  of  Wales  m 
the  year  1802,  wd  I  do 
not  recollect  havijoig  o)>- 
served  any  particular  dr^ 
cumstancea  rdative  to 
her  royal  highnesa's  api* 
pearance. 


4.  "^During  the  te«^ 
years  I  have  had  the^ 
honour  of  knowing  the 
princess  c£  Walesy  i  d9» 
not  bear  m  mind^a  stn^- 


c  182, : 

blish  the  fact  of  a  cri«  gle  instance  of  her  royal 

minat  intercourse,  or  iin-  highness's  conduct  in  so* 

prober    familiarity   bet-  ciety  towards  any  indi- 

ween  her  royd  highness  vidual,  tending  to  esta- 

and    any  other    person  blish  the  fact  of  a  crimi- 

whatever?    and    if   so,  nal  intercourse,  or  im- 

«what  are  they  ^"  proper  familiarity." 

(Signed)    wiLLOtrGHBr. 

Robert  Bidgood  further  deposed,  that  the'  prin- 
cess used  to  go  out  in  her  phaeton  with  coach- 
man and  helper,  towards  Long  Reach,  eight  or 
ten  times,  carrying  luncheon  and  wine  with  her, 
when  captain  Manby's  ship  was  at  Long  Reach 
— always  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  with  her.  — She  would 
go  out  at  one,  and  return  about  five  or  six— 
sometimes  sooner  or  later.  The. day  the  Africaine 
sailed  from  Southend  the  princess  ordered  them  to 
pack  up  for  Blackheatli  next  morning.  Captain 
Manby  there  three  times  a  week  at  the  least, 
whilst  his  ship  lay  for  six  weeks  off  Southend  at 
the  Nore — he  came  as  tide  served — used  to 
come  in  a  morning,  and  dine  and  drink  tea.  De- 
ponent  has  seen  him  next  morning  by  ten  o'clock  . 
He  suspected  he  slept  at  No.  9.  the  princess's — 
she  always  put  out  the  candles  herself  in  the 
drawing-room  at  No.  9,  and  bid  him  not  wait  to 
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put'them  up  ;  she  gave  him  the  orders  as  soon  as 
she  went  to  Southend.  He  used  to  see  water- 
jugs,  basons,  and  towels,  set  out  opposite  the  prin- 
cess's door,  in  the  passage, — never  saw  them  so 
left  in  the  passage  at  any  other  time ;  and  he 
suspected  captain  Manby  was  there  at  those  times. 
There  w^as  a  general  suspicion  throughout  the 
house.  Mr.  and  Miss  Fitzgerald  there,  and  Miss 
Hammond  (  now  lady  Hood )  there.  Deponent's 
suspicions  arose  from  seeing  them  in  the  glasses 
kiss  each  other,  as  he  mentioned  before,  like  peo- 
ple fond  of  each  other — a  very  close  kiss — Her  be- 
havour  like  that  of  a  woman  attached  to  a  man ; — 
used  to  be  by  themselves  at  luncheon  at  Southend 
— when  ladies  not  sent  for — a  number  of  times. 
There  was  a  poney  which  captain  Manby  used  to 
ride ;  it  stood  in  the  stable  ready  for  him,  and 
which  Sicard  used  to  ride.  The  servants  used  to 
talk  and  laugh  about  captain  Manby ;  it  was  a 
matter  of  discourse  amongst  them  ;  deponent  lived 
there  when  sir  Sidney  Smith  came ;  her  maimer 
with  him  appeared  very  familiar.  She  appeared 
very  attentive  to  him,  but  deponent  did  not  sus- 
pect any  thing  farther.  All  the  upper  servants 
had  keys  of  the  doors  to  the  park  to  let  her  royal 
highness  in  and  out.  He  used  to  see  Sicard  receive 
letters  from  Mrs.  Sander  to  put  in  the  post  in- 
stead of  the  bag.      This  was  after  captain  Manby 
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was  gone  to  sea.  He  su<«pected  this  to  be  for 
Mptain  Manby;  and  Gathers  in  the  bouse  suspecMd 
vtbesame. 

Sworn  July  8. 

Sir  Francis  Milman  deposed,  that  he  attended 
the  princess  of  Wales  in  the  spring  and  latter  end 
of  the  year  1802,  i.  e.  in  March,  and  towards  the 
autumn.  Mr/  Mills,  of  Greenwich,  attended  there 
as  her  royal  highness's  apothecary,  and  Mri  MiHs 
and  his  *  partner  Mr.  Eadmeades,  have  attended 
since.  He  does  not  know  that  any  other  medical 
person  attended  at  tha  t  time,  either  as  ^othecaiy 
or  physician.  In  March  1802,  he  :rt tended*  her  for 
a^sore  throat  and  fever.  In  1803,  in  April,  he  at* 
tended  her  royal  highness  againy  with  sir  Walter 
Farquhar.  He  doesn't  know  whether  she  was  blood- 
ed in  1802.  She  was  with  difficulty  persuaded  to  be 
blooded  in  1808  for  a  pain  in  her  chest,  saying  she 
had  not  been  blooded  before ,  that  they  could  not  find 
a  vein  in  her  arm.  He  saw  no  marks  on  her  arm  of 
her  having  been  blooded  before.  He  observed  her 
royal  highness's  person  at  the  end  of  that  year  1808. 
Never  observed  then,  or  at  any  other  time,,  any  thing 
which  induced  him  to  think  her  royal  highness  waa 
in  a  pregnant  situation.  He  thinks  it  is  impossibly 
she  should  in  that  year  have  been  delivered  of 
a  child  without  bis  observing  it.  She,  during 
that  year,  and  at  all  times,  was  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  the  visits  of  the  duke  of   Gloucester 
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DepoMtit  never  atteMed  her  n^al  highnesit'  bot 
<m  extraor^napy  illnesftes.  Her  royal  higfahesa  ha^r 
for  the  kst  yeas'  and  half^  bad  her  preseriptkiMtt< 
made  up  at  Walker  and  Yourlg's,  St.  James'sPsioreetL 
If  she  had  been  a  pregnant  woman  in  Jtme,  1802, 
he  could  not  have  helped  observing  it. 

Sworn  at  the  same  time. 

Sir  Francid  Milman;  having  only  notice  in  thi^ 
forenoon,  cf  an  examination^  bespoke  the  indtliu 
genoe  of  the  lordc^  of  his  majesty's  coundl  for  inu 
aeeuracy  as  to  dat^S;  On  examining  his  pa^rr 
tile  next  day,  (July  4k,)  he  hastened  to  eorreiit  attf' 
CifMr  into  which  he  fell,  *'  in  stating^ to  their  lordsfbi^ 
thaf  he  attei^ed  her  royal  highness  the  princesfK  ^f 
Wales  in  the  spring  of  1802,  and  he  then  met  \Ai 
his  royal  highnesi^  the  late  duke  of  Gloueestei'  at 
Blaekheath.  It  yiras  in  the  sprirlg  of  1801;  andB 
not  in  1802,  that  afler  attending  her  royal  highness 
the  princess  of  Wales  for  ten  or  twelve  days^  ha 
had  the  honor  of  seeing  the  duke  of  Gloucester  afc 
het  house." 

Hestei^  Lisle  deposed,  that  she  is  in  the  princess 

of  Wales's  family ;  has  been  so  ever  since  her  rc^fal 

highness'^  marriage.     She  was  not  at  Southend 

With  the  princess-^was  at  Blackheath  with  her  in 

]f802,  but  is  not  perfectly  sure  as  to  date*     She  ir 

g^Merally  a  month  at  a  time  (three  months  in  the 

year)  with  her  royal  highness ;  in  April,  August^ 

aMdf  December ;  was  %o  in  August,  1802.    She  did^ 

Bh 


not  observe  any  alteration  in  her  royal  highnesses 
shape,  which  gave  her  any  idea  that  ^he  Vas  preg- 
nant She  had  no  reason  to  know  or  believe  that 
she  was  pregnant.  During  her  attendance,  hardly 
a  day  passed  without  her  seeing  her.  ^he^could  not 
have  been  far  advanced  in  pregnancy  without  her 
knowing  it.  She  was  at  East  CliflP  with  her  royal 
highness  in  August,  1 803.  She  saw  captain  Manby 
only  once  at  East  Cli£P,  in  August,  1803,  to  the 
best  of  her  recollection.  H^  might  have  Been 
oftener :  and  once  again  at  Deal  Castle.  Captain 
Manby  landed  there  with  some  boys  the  princess 

• 

tBkes  on  charity*  She  saw  captain  Manby  at  East 
Cliff  one  morning,  not  particularly  early.  She 
doesn't  know  of  any  presents  which  the  princess 
made  captain  Manby — has  seen  captain  Manby  at 
Blackheath  one  Christmas.  He  used  to  come  to 
dine  the  Christmas  before  they  were  at  Kamsgate 
-—it  was  the  Christmas  after  Mrs.  Austin's  child 
came.  He  always  went  awiiy  in  her  presence; 
she  had  no  reason  to  think  he  staid  after  they,  the 
jadies,  retired.  He  lodged  on  the  Heath  at  that 
time.  She  believes  bis  ship  was  fitting  up  at  Dept^ 
ford.  He  was  there  frequ^ntly^  she  thinks  not 
every  day — ^he  generally  came  to  dinner— thr^  or 
four  times  a  week  or  more— she  supposes  be  might 
be  alone  with  her,  but  the  princess  is  in  the  habit 
of  seeing  gentlemen  and  tradesmen  without  her 
httikg  present.     She  has  seen  him  at  luncheon  and 
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dxnnei^  both.  The  boys  came  with  him,  not  to 
dinner,  and  not  generally :  not  above  two  or  three 
times — two  boys:  she  thinks  sir  Sidney  Smith 
came  also  frequently  the  Christmas  before  that,  to 
th^  best  of  her  recollection.  At  dinner,  when 
captain  Manby  dined,  he  always  sat  netxt  her  royal 
highn^s  the  princess  of  Wales.  The  constant 
CCHnpany  were,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Fit2gera)d  and  de- 
ponenty  they  all  retired  with  the  princess,  and  sat 
iSi  the  same  room.  He  generally  retired  about 
eleven  o'clock :  he  sat  with  them  till  then.  This 
opcurr^  three  or  four  times  a  week,  or  more.  Her 
royal  highness,  the  lady  in  waiting,  and  her  page, 
have  each  a  key  of  the  door  from  the  green-house 
to  the  park.  Captain  Manby  and  the  princess 
used,  when  they  were  together,  to  be  speaking 
together  separately — conversing  separately,  but  not 
in  a  room  alone  together,  to  her  knowledge.  He 
was  a  person  with  whom  she  appeared  to  have 
greater  pleasure  in  talking  than  to  her  ladies.  She 
behaved  to  him  only  as  any  woman  would  who 
likes  flirting.  She  should  not  have  thought  any 
married  woman  would  have  behaved  properly  who 
should  have  behaved  as  her  royal  highness  did  to 
captain  Manby.  She  can't  say  whether  she  was 
attached  to  captain  Manby,  only  that  it  was  a  flirtr 
ing  conduct.  Never  saw  any  gallantries,  as  kissing 
her  hand,  or  the  like.  She  was  with  her  royaj 
highness  at  lady  Sheffield's  last  Christma;s  in  Sussex. 
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the  inquired  wbat  oompany  was  there  when  tplie 
dune.  She  said  only  Mr.  John  Chester,  ^o 
^was  there  hy  her  r(^l  highness's  orders ;  that  she 
eould  get  no  otiier  company  to  meet  her,  on  ae- 
eount  of  ^e  roads  ahd  season  of  the  year.  Hie 
di]ned  and  t^ept  there  that  nigfat.  The  next  ^r 
ot&ereompany  dime;  Mr.  Chester  remained.  De- 
ponent heard  her  royal  highness  sa:y  she  had  been 
ifi  in  the  night,  and  came  and  lighted  her  candle 
in  her  servant's  room.  She  returned  from  Sheffield- 
place  to  Blackheatfa  with  the  prinoes&r--eapti^ 
Moore  dined  there — she  1^  him  and  Che  princess 
twice  alone,  for  a  short  time-^he  might  b^  i^^oe 
lialf  an  hour  wiUi  her,  in  the  room  l)e|ow^  <ip  wbii^i 
they  had  been  sitting — she  went  to  loo^  fqr  §  book^ 
to  ccHDplete  a  set  her  rc^al  highness  wfis  leiv^ii^ 
captain  Moore.  Her  royal  highness  made  hiix\  fi 
present  of  an  inkstand,  to  the  best  of  her  reoolleq- 
tion.  He  was  there  one  morning  in  Janyary  I^st, 
on  the  princess  Charlotte's  birth.day ;  he  w^t 
away  before  the  rest  of  the  company  ;  sb^  oaigbt 
be  absent  about  twenty  minutes  the  spcond  time 
she  was  away,  the  night  captain  Moore  wu  th^rie. 
At  lady  Shi^ffield's  her  rc^a)  highness  paid  ifnore 
attention  to  Mr.  Chester  than  to  the  rest  of  the 
iH>mpany.  She  knew  of  her  royal  highness  walk- 
ing out  aldne  twice  with  Mr.  Chester^,  in  the 
morning,  alone,  once  a  short  time ;  it  rained ;  the 
pth^»  not  an  hour;    not  long.     Mr.  Chester  is  a 
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pwtty  young  tnaiu  Her  attentions  to  him  were 
Bot  uncommon ;  not  the  same  as  to  captain  Manby. 
8he  is  not  certain  whether  the  princess  answered 
IHiy  letters  of  lady  Douglas.  She  was  at  Cather- 
lAgton  with  the  princess.  Remembers  Mr.  now 
lord  Hood,  there,  and  the  princess  going  out  airing 
with  bim  alone  in  Mr.  Hood's  little  whiskey,  and 
his  servant  was  with  them.  Mr.  Hood  drove,  and 
staid  out  two  or  three  hours  more  than  once.  Three 
OP  four  times.  Mr.  Hood  dined  with  them  several 
tioiee.  Once  or  twice  he  slept  in  an  house  in  the 
garden.  Her  royal  highness  appeared  to  pay  no 
^tention  to  him,  but  that  of  common  civility  to 
-an  intimate  acquaintance.  Remembers  the  princess 
sitting  to  Mr.  Lawrence  for  her  picture  at  Black- 
heath,  and  in  London.  Sh^  has  left  her  at  his 
house  in  town  with  him,  but  she  thinks  Mrs.  Fitz- 
gerald was  with  her ;  and  she  sat  alone  with  him, 
she  thinks  at  Blackheath.  She  was  never  in  her 
royal  highness's  confidence,  but  she  has  always 
been  kind  and  good-natured  to  her.  She  never 
mentioned  captain  Manby  particularly  to  her.  She 
remembers  her  being  blooded  the  day  lady  Shef- 
field's child  was  christened.  Not  several  times, 
that  she  recollects ;  nor  any  other  time ;  nor  be- 
lieves she  was  in  the  habit  of  being  blooded  twice 
a  year.  The  princess  at  one  time  appeared  to  like 
lady  Douglas.  Sir  John  came  frequently.  Sir 
Sidney  Smith  visited  about  the  same  time  with  the 
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Douglases.  She  has  seen  sir  Sidney  there  veiy 
.  late  in  the  evening,  but  not  alone  with  the  princess*  ' 
She  has  no  reason  to  sttspect  be.  had  a  key  of  the 
park-gate.  Ship  never  heard  of  any  body  being 
foun^  wandering  about  at  Blackheath.  She  has 
heard  of  somebody  being  found  wand^hg  ajbout 

a,t|e  at  night  at  Mount  Edgecumbe,  when  the  prin- 
cess was  there.  She  heard  that  two  women  and  ia 
man  were  seen  crossing  the  hall.  The  prinpess 
saw  a  great  deal  of  company  at  Mount  Edgecuinbe. 
Sir  Richard  Strachan  was  reported  to  have  spoken 
freely  of  the  princess.  She  did  not  hear  thafevhe' 
had  offered  a  rudeuess  ,  to  her  person.  Sh^.  told 
deponent  she  had  heard  he  had  spoken  disinfect- 
fully  of  her,  and  therefore  she  believes  wtot^  to 
lum  by  sir  Samuel  Hood 
Sw^om  July  8. 


J  ; 
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CHAPTER  X. 

lUport  of  the  Commissioners. — Letter  from  ihjf 
I^ncess  of  Wales  to  the  King. — Her  JRoydl 
Sighness's  Note  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
another  Letter  io  the  King.^^Nbtes  seni  hy  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  her  Boyal  Highiless. — Note 
from  her  Boyal  Highness  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  the  Answer. 

Thb  fidlowing  was  the  report  of  the  commissionerti; 

*^May  it  please  youlr  mcfjesty, 
^  YOUR  majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased^ 
by  an  instrument  under  your  majesty's  royal  sign 
manual,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this  report, 
to  'authorize,  empower,  and  direct  us  to  inquire 
into  the  truth  of  certain  written  declarations,  touch- 
ing the  conduct  of  her  royal  highness  the  princess 
of  Wales,  an  abstract  of  which  had  been  laid  before 
your  majesty,  and  to  examine  upon  oath  such 
persons  as  we  should  see  fit,  touching  and  concern- 
ing the  same,  and  to  report  to  your  majesty  the 
result  of  such  examinations,'  we  have,  in  dutiful 
obedience  to  your  majesty's  commands,  proceeded 
to  examine  the  several  witnesses,  the  copies  of 
whose  depositions  we  have  hereunto  annexed ;  and, 
in  further  execution  of  the  said  commands,  we 
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now  most  respectfully  submit  to  your  majesty  the 
report  of  these  examinations  as  it  has  appeared  to 
us :  but  we  beg  leave  at  the  same  time  humbly  to 
refer  your  majesty,  for  more  complete  information, 
to  the  exammations  Ihelnselv^s,  hi  oi^der  to  cottecft 
any  error  of  judgment  into  which  we  may  have 
unintentionally  falle^^  with  respect  to  any, part  of 
this  busmess.  On  a  reference  to  the  above  nien- 
doned  declarations,  as  the  necessary  foundation  of 
all  our  proceedings,  we  found  that  they  coiisteted 
in  certain  statements*  which  had  been  laid  before 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales,  rcfspecting 
the  conduct  of  her  royal  highness  the  princess. 
That  these  statements  not  only  imputed  to  her 
noyat  highness  great  imf^opri^ty  and  indecency  of 
behaviour,  but  expressly  asserted,  partly  on  the 
gfound  of  certain  alleged  declarations  from  the 
prihdess's  own  moufh,  and  partly  on  the  personal 
observation  of  the  informants,  the  foUowing  most 
important  facts;  viz.  That  her  royal  highiless  had 
beeh  pregnant  in  the  y6ar  1802,  in  consequence  of 
an  illicit  intercourse,  and  that  sh^  had  in  the  s^th<^ 
year  been  secretly  delivered  of  a  male  child,  whieh 
child  had  evei"  since  that  period  been  brought  up 
by  her  royal  highness,  in  hifeJ*  own  house,  and  uiid«^ 
hei*  immediate  inspection. 

"  These  allegations  thus  made,  had,  as  tre  foimd; 
beeh  followed  by  declarations  frofti  othei-  persc^ts^ 
Who  had  tiot  indeed  spoken  to  the  important  fttots 


<>f  the  pregnancy  or  delivery  of  her  royal  higKness^ 
but  had  related  other  particulars,  in  themselves  ex- 
tremely suspicious,  and  still  more  so  when  connect- 
ed with  the  ^sertions  already  mentioned.' 

"  In  the  painful  situation  in  which  his  royal  high* 
ness  was  placed  by  these  communications,  we  learnt 
that  his  royal  highness  had  adopted  the  only  course 
which  could,  in  our  judgment,  with  propriety' be 
followed.  When  informations  such  as  these  had 
been  thus  confidently  alleged,  and  particularly  de- 
tailed, and  had  been  in  some  degree  supported  by 
collateral  evidence,  applying  to  other  points  of  the 
same  nature  (though  going  td'afar  less  extent,) 
one  line  only  could  be.piirsued. 

"Every  sentiment  of  duty  to  your  majesty,  and 
of  concern  for  the  public  welfare,  required  that 
these  particulars  should  not  be  Withheld  from  your 
majesty,  to  whom  more  particularly  belonged  the 
cognizance  of  a  matter  of  Estate,  so  nearly  touching 
the  honour  of  yo^ar  majesty's  royal  Family,  andj  by 
possibility,  affecting  the  succession  of  your  majesty's 
crown.  '* 

"  Your  majesty  had  been  pleased,  on  your  part, 
to  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light.  Consider- 
ing it  as  a  matter  which,  on  every  account,  de 
manded  the  most  immediate  investigation,  your 
majesty  had  thought  fit  to  commit  into  our  hands 
the  duty  of  ascertaining,  in  the  first  instance,  what 

degree  of  credit  was  due  to  the  informations,  and 

Cc 


fffttbitf  4MMDhiet  <^  fiAofi  tumcwfrnng  theoi. 
r^Cte  ^  i»Ti«w;  tibemfoiiD*  of  tbe  mfb^l^erf  iibii« 
digged,  and  of  tk^  em^  iiUli^cto  yA^rwcMl  upon 
thm^  iN^  deenml  ^* pr^p«c»  la  thf  first  9)ii^»  tQ 

{£  tbef  »  0a  bitiBg  eacwiuii^  iipon  o^  IMA  m^ 
fiiftlwr  ioy^frt^tam  migbt  poflisiiUiy  liave  bom  {np»- 

pijacipal  in&ripafu»t8p  ^  John  Dougki^  ^tod  C^iiM^ 
Iblte  his  wife;  wbo  botli  positively  ibwcfff^  the 
l^i^^  to  bis  li»Tkig  obfserved  the  &ct  of  the  pr^- 
oraey  c^vh^ -royftl  highiiMS,  and  th?  latter  to  all 
Hm\  itasqpMHrtMA  partiwl^es  coottiiiecl  i»  her  £>rmer 
ileelairttiiw^  and  above  referred  to.  Theif  examiiar 
ations  are  annexed  totiids  report,  asid  are  (^wi3Q^ 
0lanlial  wd  po«tive. 

;  ?'  Tfe?  i9ast  material  of  thoae  aUegaftMA  bito  tihe 
truth  of  which  we  bad  been  directed  to  inquif€u 
beii^  tbus  fw  supported  by  the  oath  of  the  parties 
fioia  whom  they  had  piiooeeded^  lore  then  felt  it 
om  diity  to  follow  up  the  inquiry  by  the  eixarnic^ 
aUe9  of  W9b  ptb^;  persom  w  we  judged  besi;  i^l^ 
to  4£Bprd  us  infoipAtioD,  sis  to  the  £i^s  m  questk^i. 

■:  ^  W^  thought  It  beyond  lOl  doubt  that,  in  tbia 
course  of  inquiry,  msny  particulars  must  be  learot 
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wifich  worid  be  neoetaariJy  eondbiiTe  on  tl|ifr  :ltftf(li 

tftHM  flittst  liflhre  bMn  idtHesMi  to  «Iie  a^ea^liibes 
#^Af  WtMtty  ^)SM3ikg  pffsgtm^  Mm  mulKfiSiot^ 
eamtftiticei  tetf^  htfw  liMti  a^TMdwr.upttn&tdl 

ffiduhfeye  ttant  hicv'e  bie«n  itiy^hred  iii  say  alteiqft 
to  MMtint  fbr  the  infant  m  queMion^  «  tbeiftuM 
<€a»cnfkei^  woHfiffn^  if  it  fc^d  biefdfi  iinvfiwt  tfae^hiU 
^  the  piittcfeis^ ;  that  ^ wcr  €^iitertddiiied'  a  fnll  and^^eow 
ficient  expectation  of  arriviHg  at  cDtnpielt  pmrf^ 
^her  m  the  affifil'itifat]^^  or  fiegSM^e^Mi  tioBi  ^tof 
th^ subject.   •  ^^■'■r   !•  : 

'  ^This^  expeetation  W8s(  noC.£!s»p^otiit«dL  We 
itre^  happy  to  dedare  t6yo«ir  dottjei^fy  Mir  fmSeet 
coftviction  that  there  is  no  fomidaiian  trkitevdr 
for  believing  that  the  child  n«>ir  #illh  thie^  ^rineeds 
n  the  ehild  of  her  royal  highiieisKS,  or  that  she  wM 
cieHreiied  of  any  t^Ud  in' the  y^arl802:;  aot  ite 
any  thmg  appeared  to  us  winch  iroold  warrant  the 
belief  that  she  was  pregnant  itt  that  y^eat,  or  at  any 
other  period  withiii  the  coxnpni^  <^  otitt'  isiqilarkto 

"  The  identity  of  the  ehild  rtow  Irith  the  pHw- 
cess,  its  paretitage,  tfate^K^e  einfd  the^  date  at  its 
Vitth,  the  time  and  the  cireumsCances  of  il^  being 
frst  taken:  undetf  her  royid  high^iess-s  ptotection, 
are  all  established  by  Siieh  acotoouiteitee  both  of 
positive  and  eirctttnstantial  evideilee^  as  ean^  in  our 
judgment,  leave  no  question  on  this  part  of  die 


^    subject.    That  child  was,  beyond  all  dqubt,  bom 
in  the  Brownlow^treet  hospital^  on  the  11th  day:  of 
July,  1802,  of  the  body  of  Sophia  Austin,  and  waa 
first  brought  to  the  princess's  hou^e  in  the  month  of 
November  following.    N^th^  shoi,ild  ^e  ;l)e  n^ore 
warranted  in  expressing  any  doultt)  respecting /the 
alleged  pregnancy  of  the  princess,  as  stated  in  the 
original!  declarations, — a  fact  so  fully  contradicted, 
arid,  by  so  many  witnesses,  to  whom,  if  truCj,  it, 
must,  in  various  ways,  have  been  known,  ^that  we 
cannot  thitik  it  entitled  to  the  smallest  credit.  The 
testimonies  on  these  two  points  are  contained ;  in 
the  annexed  depositions  and  letters.      We  have 
not  partially  abstracted  them  in  this  report,  les^, 
by  any.  unintentional  omission,  we  might  weaken 
their  effect ;  but  we  humbly  offer  to  your  majesty 
this  our  clear  and  unanimous  judgment  upon  them, 
formed  on  full  deliberation,  and  pronounced  with* 
out  hesitation  on  the  result  of  the  whole  inquiry. 

**  We  do  not  however  feel  ourselves  at  liberty, 
much  as  we  should  wish  it,  to  close  our  report  here; 
Besides  the  allegations  of  the  pregnancy  and  de- 
livery of  the  .princess,  those  declarations,  on  the 
whole  of  which  your  majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
command  us  to  inquire  and  report,  contain,  as  we 
have  already  remarked,  other  particulars  respecting 
the  conduct  of  her  royal  highness,  3uch  as  must» 
especially  considering  her  exalted  rank  and  station* 
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neoessarily  give  occasion  to  very  unfavourable  in- 
terpretations* 

•*  From  the  various  depositions  and  proofs  an-, 
nexed  to  this  report,  particularly  from  the  examin- 
ations of  Robert  Bidgood,  William  Cole,  Frances 
Lloyd»  and  Mrs.  Lisle,  your  majesty  will  perceive 
that  several  strong  circumstances  of  this  description 
have  been  positively  sworn  to  by  witnesses,  who 
cannot,  in  our  judgment,  be  suspected  of  any  un- 
fiivourable  bias,  and  whose  veracity,  in  this  respect, 
we  have  seen  no  ground  to  question. 

"  On  the  precise  bearing  and  effect  of  the  facts 
thus  appearing*  it  is  not  for  us  to  decide;  these  we 
submit  to  your  majesty's  wisdom :  but  we  conceive 
ft  to  be  our  duty  to  report  on  this  part  of  the  in- 
quiry, as  distinctly  as  on  the  former  facts :  that  as, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  facts  of  pregnancy  and  de- 
livery are  to  our  minds*  satisfactorily  disproved,  so 
on  the  other  hand  we  think  that  the  circumstances 
to  which  we  now  refer,  particularly  those  stated  to 
have  passed  between  her  royal  highness  and  captain 
Manby,  must  be  credited  until  they  shall  receive 
some  decisive  contradiction ;  and,  if  true,  are  justly 
entitled  to  the  most  serious  consideration. 

***  We  cannot  close  this  report,  without  humbly 
assuring  your  majesty,  that  it  was,  on  every  ac- 
count, our  anxious  wish  to  have  executed  this  deli- 
cate trust  with  as  little  publicity  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  would  possibly  allow  ;  and  we  entreat  your 
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imjesgty^  peranstioR  to  exprem  imr  fitll  peMUaMon^ 
that  if  this  wish  has  been  disappointed^  the  failufe 
k  not  iaqputaUe  ta  mky  Hmg  umieoessarily  mid  or 
done  fay  usi  s 

^  AS  wUeli  is  mosC  Iiii«ibl]r  submitted  to  ifoMp 
VMfesty.    ^ 

(ttgntd)       laaiTTTfifc 

I 

■*     .        ■«     ■  -        .■ 

,■   ■  . ,. 

Heie  fcUow  eopies  of  the  depositiona  ahrtadjp 

*     I* 

Hev  rojral  highness  bein^  now  jfbr  theJbrA  Um^  \ 
appmed  of  the  aUeggticms^  against  heri  sent  ^t  \ 
&Uowing  letter  to  his  laajesty ;  '  '    \ 

With  the  deepest  fe^ngs  c^  gratitude  to  yotsk  \^ 
vMjiaiy^  I  take  the  first  of^rtunity  to  acknowledge  % 
baviiig  recdvedy  as  yesterday  einly»  the  cepoitiroii  ^ 
the  Icffds  oommisBioners  which  was  dated  fixm  tik  ^ 
14tb  of  July.  It  was.  brought  by  lord  Erskinsi^  ^ 
footman,,  directed  to  the  princess  of  Wales ;  iwssidefe  % 
a  note  endosed^,  the  contents  of  which  were^  tlidik  |^ 
kffd  Erskine  sent  the  evidences  and  report  h^  |s 
ciunmands  of  bis  majesty.  I  had  reason  to  fiatfiii  li 
myself  that  the  lords  conannissioners  would  nfAjp 
have  given  in  the  report,  before  they  had  been  "gm^w 
|«rly  informed  of  various  circum^anees^  wlut 


if 


\ 
\ 


imiat;  fi>r  a  feeling  and  deticBtenseanded  wpman,  hi 

Mvf  unpleasant  to  hav«  $^«ad»  without  having  the 

Mefena  to  exculpate  hecsdf.    But  I  can  in  the  face 

of  the  Almighty  assure  your  majesty  that  your 

datt|^hCer«in-lavir  is  innocent,  and  her  ecmduct  un- 

questionable ;  free  from  all  the  indecorums  and  im* 

proprieties  which  are  imputed  to  her  at  present  by 

the  lotds  commissioners,  upon  the  evidence  of 

pevBona^  mho  speak  as  falsely  as  sir  John  and 

la^  Douglas  themselves.     Your  majesty  canr  be 

sure  that  I  shall  be  anxious  to  give  the  most  solemn 

doEual  in.  my  power  to  all  the  scandalous  stories  of 

Bidgood  and  Cole ;  to  make  my  conduct  be  cleared 

HI  the  most  satisfactory  way  £br  the  tranquillity  of 

y#ur  nuyesty,  for  the  honour  of  your  illustrious 

fiuhily.  and    the    gratification  of   your    afficted 

daugbter-in-4aw.    In  the  mean  time  I  can  safely 

troat  your  majesty's  gracdous  justice  to  recollect, 

that  the  whole  of  the  evidence  on  which  the  com-* 

BuasioDers  have  given  credit  to  the  infamous  stories 

charged  against  me,  was  taken  behind  my  back» 

without  my  ba^nng  any  opportiuiity  to  contradict 

or  explain  any  thing,  or  even  to  point  out  those 

persons  who  might  have  been  called,  to  prove  the 

little  credit  which  was  due  to  some  of  the  witnesses, 

fiom  their  connexion  with   sir  John   and    lady 

JDouglaa;   and  the  absolute  falsehood  of  parts  of 

^  evidence  which  could  have  been  completely 

a^Dtradicted.    Oh !  gracious  king»  I  now  look  for 
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that'lifappy  ttioiiient  when  I  may  be  allowed  to  ap- 
p^'dgam'  bfefore  your  majesty's  eyes,  and  receive 
ofice'riiore  the  assurance  jfrbnd'your  majesty^s  bwn 
mouth  that  I  have  your  ^cious  pi'otection';  and 
that  you  will  not  discard  me  from  your  friendship, 
of  which  your  majesty  has  been  so  condescending 
fO  give  nde  so  ilfiany  marks  of  kindness ;"  and  which 
must  be  my  only  support,  and  my  only  consolation, 
in  this  country. '  I  remain  with  sentiments  of  the 

r  . 

bighnest  esteen),  veneration,  and  unfeigned  attabh- 
inetit,  ,  ' 

"Sire, 
"Your  majesty's  most  dutiful,  submisisive, 
and  humble  daughter-in-law  and  subject; 

"  CAROLINE.* 

To  the  King. 

.  ■     .  ■ 

After  perusing  the  evidences  and  report,  ber 
royal  highness,  by  theadviceof  the  Idte  Mr.  Percetalp 
who,  from  the  residence  of  his  family  at  Blackheath, 
was  at  this  lime  honored  with  her  royal  highn^ss's 
confidence,  the  following  note  was  sent  to  the  lord 
Chancellor,  with  the  following  letter  enclbsed'  for 

■  ■  ■  ■  ...  ■■ 

his  majesty : 

'*  Montague  House,  Aug.  ITth,  1806. 

"  The  princess  of  Wales  desires  the  lord  Cfian- 
cellor  to  present  her  humble  duty  to  the  king,  and 
to  lay  before  his  majesty  the  accompanying  J6tter 
and  papers.     The  princess  makes  this  coihinuriica- 


m  by  his  lordship^s  hands,  because  it  iciatea  tm 
e  papers  with  which^  s^e^has  beeii^  funrisbed) 
ix^ugh  his  lordship  by  his  Majesty's  commaodt. 
To  the  lord  Chancellor. 

^  SlR£,  Aug.  17tK.tad6 

'*  Upon  peq^i ving  the  C(xpy  ofi  the  repoort  madfli  lk« 


yaur  majesty  by  thc^  coivunissiosiers  appomtesk  tab 
inquire  into  certain  charges  against  my  jeondtt^ft,  J: 
feat  no  time  in  returning  to  your  msyesty  my  heart- 
felt thanks  for  you  majesty's  goochiess  in>  cemnciami-. 
ing  that  copy  to  be  communicated  to  iqe. 

**  I  wanted  no  adviser,  but  my  own^  hearty  j^ 
express  my  gratitude  for  the  kindness  apd  piotee^ 
tion  which  I  have  uniformly  received-  from  your 
majesty.  I  needed  no  caution,  or  reserve,  ia  ex^ 
pressing  my  confident  reliance,  that  that  kindness 
Mid  protection  wouW  not  be  withdrawn  from'  ine^ 
oh  this  trying  occasion ;  and  that  your  majesty'ii 
justice  would  not  suffer  your  mind  to  be  afSeoted^ 
to  my  disadvantage,  by  any  part  of  a  report, 
founded  upon  partial  evidence,  taken  in  my  absence, 
upon  charges,  not  yet  communicated  to  me^  until 
your  majesty  had  heard  what  might  be  alleged  in 
my  behalf,  in  answer  to  it.  But  your  majesty  will 
not  be  surprised,  nor  displeased,  that  I,  a  woman» 
a  stranger  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  your  majesty^! 
kingdonv  upder  charges,  aimed,  originally,  at  my 

life  and  honour,  should  hesitate  to  determine  in 

Dd 


what  mann^  1  ought  to  act,  even  under  the  present 
drcumstances,  with,  respect  to  ^such  acc^sationJj^ 
without  the  assistali<$e  of  advice  in  which  I  could 
confide.  And  I  have  had  subn^itted  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing  observations,  respecting  the  copies  of  the 
papers  with  which  I  have  been  furnished.  And  L 
humbly  solicit  from  your  majesty's  gracious,  con- 
descension and  justice  a  compliance  with  the  re- 
queistsVhich  arise  out  of  them. 
-  ^'In  the  first  pkce,  it  has  been  observed  to  qiie, 
ihM  these  copies  of  the  report,  and  of  the  ajQCX>n(i- 
panying  papers,  have  come  unauthenticated  by  the 
signature  of  any  person,  high  or  low,  whose  veracity, 
to  even-accuracy,  is  pledged  for  their  correctness,- 
or  to  whom  resort  might  be  had,  if  it  should  be 
necessary  hereafter,  to  establish  that  these  papers 
are  correct  copies  of  the  originals.  I  am  far  from 
insinuating  that  the  want  of  such  attestations  was 
intentional.  No  doubt  it  was  omitted  through 
iiiadvertence ;  but  its  importance  is  particularly 
confirmed  by  the  state  in  which  the  copy  of  Mw. 
Lfisle's  examination  has  been .  transmitted  to  me. 
For  in^  the  third  page  of  that  exapiination  there 
have  been  two  erasures:  on  one  of  which  some 
Wprds  have  been  ,  subsequently  introduced^ '  ap- 
parently in  a  diflbrent  hand-Mrriting  from  the. body 
of' the  examination;  and  the  passage^  as  it  stands, 
1^.  probably  incorrect^  because  the  phrase  is  unin* 
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telligible.    And  this  oceurs  in  an  important  p«rt^ 
of  her  examination.  ^    -  s 

•*  The  humfele,  but  earnest  request^  which  I  have 
to  make  to  your  majesty,  which  is  suggested  by 
this  observation,  is,  that  your  majesty  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  direct,  that  the  report,  and 
the  papers  which  accompany  it,  and  which,  for 
that  purpose,  I  venture  to  transmit  to  your  majesty 
with  this  letter,  may  be  examined,  and  then  re- 
turned to  me,  authenticated  as  correct,  under  the 
signature  of  some  person,  who,.having  attested  their 
accuracy,  may  be  able  to  prove  it. 

**Tn  the  second  place,  it  has  been  observed  to 
me,  that  the  report  proceeds^  by  reference  to  certain 
written  declarations,  which  the  coipmissidners  de-' 
scribe  as  the  necessary  foutidation  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  which  contain,  as  I  presume,  the 
charge  or  information  against  my  conduct.  Yet 
copies  of  these  written  declarations  have  not  been 
given  to  me.  They  are  described,  indeed^  in  the 
report,  as  consisting  in  certain  statements  respect- 
ing my  conduct,  imputing  not  only  gross. impro- 
priety of  behaviour^  but  expressly  asserting  fiicnts 
of  the  most  confirmed  and  abandoned  criminality, 
for  which,  if  true,  my  life  might  be  forfc^ited.  These 
are  stated  to  have  been  followed  by  declarations 
from  other  persons,  who,  though  not  speaking  to 
the  same  facts,  had  related  other  particulars,  in 


tfaeiDSeives  mrferemely  ^uspicioafi,  and  still  more  $0, 

as  connected  with  the  assertions  already  mentionfed. 

"  On  this,  it  is  observed  to  me,  that  it  is  .most 

indpoitant  4hat  I  should  know  the  extent,  and  the 

....  ^     . 

pctrtlculars  of  the  charges  or  informations  againat 
ine,  aad  by  what  accusers  they  have  been  made } 
whether  I  am  answering  the  charges  of  one  set  of 
actmsers,  ^or  more.  Whether  the  authors  of  the 
origifiail  declarations,  who  may  be  collected  from 
tiib  p^>ort  to  be  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas^  are 
my  only  accusers;  and  the  declarations  which  aee 
said  to  have  followed,  are  the  declarations  of  ;per^ 
sdns  adduced  as  witnesses  by  sir  John  and  lady 
Douglas  to  confirm  their  accusatimi ;  or  whetbei 
such  declarations  are  the  charges  of  persons  who 
have  made  themselves,  also  the  authors  of  distinct 
ddcusations  against  me. 

"  The  requests  Which,  I  humbly  hope,  your  ma- 
je8?ty  will  tlrink  reasonable  and  just  to  grant,  and 
wliicto  are  suggested  by  these  further  observations, 
af«, 

*\Firsty  Thaft  your  majesty  would  be  graciously 
t)le^sed  to  direct,  that  I  should  be  furnished  with 
cc^ies  of  these  declarations ;  and,  if  they  are  rightly 
de^ribed  in  the  report,  as  the  necessary  foundation 
bf  all  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  your 
majesty  could  not,  I  am  persuaded,  but  have 
graciously  intended,  in  directing  that  I  should  be 
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fiiMii^bed  nVHIi  a  ^copy  of  the  report,  that  I  shoula 
idSkl^ee  this  ^SBential  part  of  the  prdcee(^ng»  tW 
foti^diitibii  on  which  it  rests. 

**  Secondly,  That  I  may  be  informed  whether  I 

*  •  '•'"■■ 

iia^e  one  or  more,  and  how  inany  accusers.;  and 
who  they  are;  as  the  weight  and  credit  of  the 
accusation  cannot  but  be  much  affected  by  the 
quarter  from  whence  it  originates. 

'^  Viirdlyy  That  I  may  be  informed  of  the  time 
when  the  declarations  were  made.  For  the  weight 
and  creiit  of  the  accusation  must,  also,  be  much 
affected  by  the  length  of  time  which  my  accusers 
mwf  ha^e  been  contented  to  have  been  tlie  silent 
depositories  of  those  heavy  matters  of  guilt  and 
charge.     And, 

**  JLMly,  That  your  majesty's  goodness  will  se- 
cure to  me  a  speedy  return  of  these  papers,  ac- 
4x>rapanied,  I  trust,  with  die  further  information 
^vhieh  I  have  solicited ;  but  at  all  events  a  speedy 
return  of  them.  And  your  majesty  will  see,  that 
it  is  not  without  reason  that  I  make  this  last  re- 
quest, when  your  majesty  is  informed,  that  though 
the  report  appears  to  have  been  made^  upon  the 
14th  €i  July,  yet  it  was  not  sent  to  me  till  the 
11th  of  the  present  month.  A  similar  delay, 'I 
^ould;  of  all  things,  deplore.  For  it  is  with  re- 
luctance that  I  yield  to  those  suggestions,  which 
have  induced  me  to  lay  these,  my  humble  requests, 
before  your  majesty,  since  they  must,  at  all  events, 


e:  «o6  1 

in  some  degree,  delay  the  arrival  of  that  moment 
to  wluch  I  look  forward  with  so  earnest  and  eager 
an  impatience;  when  I  confidently  feel  I  s|;iall 
completely  satisfy  your  majesty,  that  the  whole  of 
these  charges  are  alike  unfounded ;  as  are  all  parts 
of  the  same  conspiracy  against  me.  Your  majesty, 
so  satisfied,  will,  I  can  have  no  doubt,  be  as  anxious 
as  myself  to  secure  to  me  that  redress  which  the 
laws  of  your  kingdom  (administering,  under  .your 
majesty's  just  dispensation,  equal  protection  and 
justice  to  every  description  of  your  majesty's 
subjects,)  are  prepared  to  afford  to  those  who  are 
so  deeply  injured  as. I  have  been.  That  I  have  in 
this  case  the  strongest  claim  to  your  majesty's 
justice,  I  am  confident  1  shall  prove :  but  I  cannot, 
as  I  am  advised,  so  satisfactorily  establish  that 
claim,  till  your  majesty's  goodness  shall  have  di- 
rected me  to  be  furnished  with  an  authentic  state- 
ment  of  the  actual  charges  against  me,  and  that 
additional  information  which  it  is  the  object  of  this 
letter  most  humbly,  y6t  earnestly  to  implore. 

I  am. 
Sire, 

"  Your  majesty's  most  dutiful,  submissive, 
and  humble  daughter-in-law, 

Montague  House,  **  C« ,  ^•** 

To  the  King. 

The  following  notes  were  afterwards  sent  by  the 
lord  Chancellor  to  the  princess  of  Wales 
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Aug.  20th^  180& 

The  lord  chancellor  has  the  honour  to  return  to 
her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales  the  box, 
as  he  received  it  this  morning  from  his  majesty.  It 
contains  the  papers  he  formerly  sent  to  her  royal 
highness,  and  which  he  sends  as  they  are,  thinking 
that  it  may  be  in  the  mean  time  most  agreeable  to 
her  royal  highness. 

"  The  reason  of  their  not  having  been  authenti- 
cated by  the  lord  chancellor,  was,  that -he  received 
,  them  as  copies  from  earl  Spencer,  who  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  originals ;  and  he  could  not  therefore, 
with  propriety,  do  so,  not  having  himself  compared 
them ;  but  her  royal  highness  may  depend  upon 
having  other  copies  sent  to  her,  which  have  been 
duly  examined  and  certified  to  be  so 

•*  The  box  will  be  delivered  to  one  of  her  royal 
bighness's  pages  in  waiting,  by  the  principal  officer 
attendant  upon  the  lord  chancellor,  and  he  trusts 
he  shall  find  full  credit  with  her  royal  highness, 
that  in  sending  a  servant  formerly  with  the  papers, 
the  moment  he  received  them  (no  messenger  being 
in  waiting,  and  the  officers  who  attend  him  being 
detained  by  their  duties  in  court,)  he  could  not  be 
supposed  to  have  intended  any  possible  disrespect, 
which  he  is  incapable  of  shewing  to  any  lady,  but 
most  especially  to  any  member  of  his  majesty's 
royal  fiimily. 
•  To  her  Boyal  Highness  the  Princess  qf  Wales.'* 


"  LineMs  Inn  Field,  Aug.  ^4i^;  1S06 

"  If  h  majesty  has  been  pl^eased  to  transmH  to  me 
th^  letter  which  he  has  received  fronor  your .  royal' 
highness^,  dated  the*  17th  inst.  and  to  direct  that 
I  should  communioate  the  same  to  the  lords  corn- 
nmsioners^  who  had  been  cotnmanded  by  his'  nui- 
jesty  to  report  to  his  majesty  on  the  matters  tbereiti 
referred  to ;  and  I  have  now  received  bis  majeatty^is 
farther  commands,  in  consequence  of  that  letter,  to 
.acquaint  your  royal  highness^  that  when  I.  trans- 
mitted to  your  royal  highness,  by  the  king's  cobi* 
mands  and  under  my  signature,  the  copies  of  oS^ 
cial  papers,  which  had  been  laid  before  his  majesty^ 
those  papers  were' judged  thereby  duly  au thelitis- 
cated,  according  to  the  usual  coin-se  and  forms-^ 
office;  and  sufficiently  so,  for  the  purposes  for  ' 
which  his  majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to 
direct  them  to  be  communicated  to  your  royal 
highness. 

That,  nevertheless,  there  does  not  appear  to  be! 
any  reason  for  his  m^sty*s  declining  a  conipliaiiet 
with  the  request  which  your  royal  highness  has  be^ti 
advised  to  make,  that  those  copies  should>  after 
being  examined  with  the  originals,  be  attested  by^ 
some  person  to  be  named  for  that  purpose ;  and 
that,  if  your  royal  highness  will  do  me  the  honour 
to  transmit  them  to  me,  they  shall  be  examined 
and  attested  accordingly,  after  correcting  any  errors 
that  may  have  occurred  in  the  copying. 


^  His  majesty  hits  furbher  autboriked  me  to 
qiiaintyour  rojral  higHneis,  that  heis  grdcioidA|r 
pleased,  on  Jrour  iroyal  &]|^neil*s  reqitest,  to  dbn^ 
imt  diatec^tes  of  the  ^rritten  deolarsitibiur  refored 
t9  in  the  report  of  the  Ibrds  dotnmisG&onera;  sbonU 
be  thmamitted  toydiir  royal  highness,  and  thai 
tiiewfnewill  be  transmitted  accordingly,  so  aooii 
ii  tiicTf  b$xi  be  transcribed. 

'* iiiAaiciNE,  c* 

*^The  lord  chancellor  hai  th^  honour  to  itdd  td 
thieabcy^e  official  communicatioii,  that  bis  ^m^e* 
feftrer  respectfully  waits  her  ^6yal  highnesses  com* 
IMriit,  in  cai^  it  ^hoAld  be  her  royd  hi^ln¥^*l 
{ilMsiire  fo  refute  the  papers  by  him. 
'  "  HerBayal  Highness  tht  Princess  of  Watei*' 

i 

;  -  Uncobi'slnn  Fields.  Aug.  S jtth.  ISOA 

*^  The  lord  chancellor  has  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales  the 
papers  desired  by  her  royal  highness,  juat  as  he  ny 
eeired  them  a  few  minutes  ago  from  earl  SpeiHm', 
with  the  note  accompanying  tliem.** 

These  papers  were  the  original  dedti/i^eMibni  on 
which  t/^  inquiry  proceeded. 

The  following  letter  was  soon  after  sent  by  tht 
-prinoess  of  Wales  to  the  lord  chancellon 

••Her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wal^  aa» 

E  e 


qmmiU  'the  lord  chancellor  that  the  gentleman 
with  whom  her  royal  highness  advises,  and  who 
had:  possession  of  the  copies  of  the'  official  papers 
communicate  to  iier  royal  highness  by  the  lord 
cbandellor,  returned  from  the  country  late  yester- 
day evening.  Upon  the  subject  of  transmitting 
these  papery  to  the  lord  chancellor^  for  the  purpose 
of  their  being  examined,  and  authenticated,  and 
th^t^  returned  to  her  royal  highness,  he  states,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  lord  chancellor's  assurance, 
contained  in  his  note,  of  the  20th  instant,  that  her 
royal  highness  might  depend  upon  having  other 
copies  :sent  to  her,  which  had  been  duly  examined 
and  certified  to  be  so ;  he  has  relied  upon  being 
able  to  refer  to  those  already  sent,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  inconvenient  to  part  with  them  at  pre- 
sent* and  her  royal  highness  therefore  hopes,  that 
the^  cOrd  chancellor  will  procure  for  her  the  other 
authenticated  copies  which  his  lordship  promised  in 

r 

his  note  of  the  SOth  inst 

••  With  respect  to  the  copies  already  sent,  being, 
as  the  lord  chancellor  expresses  it,  in  his  letter  of 
theMiEh  inst  **  judged  to  be  duly  authenticated 
according  to  the  usual  course  and  forms  of  office^ 
and  sufficiently  so  for  the  purpose  for  which  his 
majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  direct  them 
tp  be  communicated  to  his  royal  highness,  because 
they  were  transmitted  to  her  by  the  king's .  com 
luandsi  md  under  his^  lordship's  signature," — her 


royal  highness  could  never  have  wished  for  a  mote 
authentic  attestation,  if  she  had^.conceived  that<tbey 
were  authenticated  under  such  signature.  But  she 
could  not  think  that  the  mere  signature  of  his  lord- 
ship, on  the  outside  of  the  envelope  which  con- 
tained thera,  could  afford  any  authenticity  to  the 
thirty  papers  which  that  envelope  contained;  or 
could,  in  any  manner,  identify  any  of  those  papers 
as  having  been  contained  in  that  envelope.  And  she 
haci  felt  herself  confirmed  in  that  opinion  by  his 
lordship's  sayings  in  his  note  of  the. 20th  inst  "  that 
the  reason  of  their  not  having  been  authenticated 
by  the  lord  chancellor  was,  that  he  received  them 
as  copies  from  earl  Spencef,  who  was  in  possession 
of  the  originals,  and  lie  could  not  therefore  with  pro- 
priety  do  so,  not  having  himself  compared  them; 

**  Her  royal  highness  takes  this  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  declarations  re- 
ferred to  in  the  commissioners'  report." 

"  Te  the  Lcyrd  ChanceUcrrr 

The  Answer 

•*  Lincoln's  Inn  Field's,  Sept.  «d,  ISOff. 

^  The  lord  chancellor  has  taken  the  earliest  Op- 
portunity in  his  power  of  complying  with  the 
wishes  of  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales* 
He  made  the  promise  of  other  copies,  without  any 
communication  with  the  other  commissioners, 
wholly  from  a  desire  to  shew  every  kind  of  respect 
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and  aooommodation  to  her  royal  highness,  in  any 
thing  ccMisis^nt  with  his  duty,  and  not  at  all  fronri 
any  idea  that  th^  p&persi  as  <N%inaUy  sent,  (thpugb 
there  Kughl  be  ^rrprs  in,  the  oppyhjig)  we^ e  nQ% 
suffideotly  authenticated.  An  Cf^ipv^  whff^  l^ 
18  obUged  to  say  he  is  not  reinoye4  f^9P9ti ,  ^fy/ff!> 
tibpless  the  lord  chancellor  has  a  pleasure-  kt  >  ooQ^ 
forming  ^  her  royal  highness's  wishes,  and  1^  1^ 
]K>nour  to  inclose  the  attested  copies  of  the.  dispp^ 
tilons^  as  he  has  received  them  from  ead  Speni^ . 
/*  lb  her  Boyal  Highness  the  Princess  iff  ^iU^^ 


■   •   ■«    J.; 


To  the  King. 

^  Iqr>pres8ed<i|Fith  the  deepest  sentiments  of  grati- 
tude for  the  countenance  and  protection  which  I 
have  hitherto  uniformly  received  from  your  majesty, 
I  appi;oach,  you,  with  a  heart  undismayedf  upon 
this  occasion, .  so  awful  and  momentous  to  my  cha- 
racter, my  honour,  and  my  happiness.  I  should 
indeed,  (under  charges  such  as  have  now  been 
brought  against  me,)  prove  myself  undeserving  of 
the  continuance  of  that  countenance  and  protection, 
and  altogether  unworthy  of  the  high  station  which 
I  hold  in  your  majesty's  illustrious  family,  if  I 
sought  for  any  partiality,  for  any  indulgence,  for 
any  thing  more  than  what  is  due  to  me  in  justice. 
My  entire  confidence  in  your  majesty's  virtues  as* 
sures  me  that  I  cannot  meet  with  less. 


L-^,.U-/j.l.,,,.-  s  ■■Ji.J.y-'.:-; 


"  The  lituiition  wbich  J  have  been  so  happy  as  to^ 
bold  in  your  majesty's  good  opinion  and  esteem ; 
my  fltatioa  in  your  majesty's  nngtakiBiS^yi  wy:  Ufiiu 
my  boneur,  and  through  mine,  the  honour  of  youE  • 
majiesjty'a  family  have  been  attacked.     Sir  John  and  ^ 
]ady  Doi^las  have  attempted  to  support  a  direct 
aod  precise  charge^  by  which  th%  have  dared  to 
Impute  to>  me  the  eAoriuiouis  guilt  of  high  treason^ 
oommltjked  in  the  foul  crime  of  adultery.     In  this 
c^rge,  the  extravag;aBce  of  their  malice  has  de- 
feated itsdtf.  Tbje  repoitt  of  the  lords  commissioners^ 
acting  auder  your  migj&sty's  warrant,   has  most 
fully  cleared  me  of  that  charge.    But  there  remain 
imputations,    strangely  sanctioned,    and    counter 
nanced  by  that  report,  on  which  I  cannot  remain 
silent  without  incuriung  the  most  fatal  consequences 
to  my  honour  and  character.    For  it  states  to  your 
majesty,  that  *'  the  circumstances  detailed  against 
me  must  be  credited,  till  they  are  decisively  con^ 
tradicted." 

'*  To  contradict,  with.asmuch  decision  as'the*con 
tmdiction  of  an  accuseds  can  convey ;  to  expose  the 
injustice  and  malice  of  my  enemies ;  to  shew  the 
utter  impossibility  of  giving  credit  to  their  testis 
mony ;  and  to  vindicate  my  own  innocence,, will  be 
the  objects.  Sire,  of  this  letter.  In  the  course  of 
my  pursuing  these  objects,  I  shall  have  much  to 
complain  of,  in  the  substance  of  the  proceeding  it- 
self and  much  in  the  manner  of  conducting  it 


/ 
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That  any  of  these  charges  should  ever  have  been 
entertained,  upon  testimony  so  little  worthy  of  be- 
lief, which  betrayed,  in  every  sentence,  the  malice 
in  which,  it  originated ;  that,  even  if  they  were  en- 
tertained at  all,  your  majesty  should  have  been  ad- 
vised to  pass  by  the  ordinary  legal  modes  of  inquiry 
into  such  high  crimes,  and  to  refer  them  to  a  corn- 
mission,  open  to  all  the  objections  which  I  $hall 
have  to,  state  to  such  a  mode  of  inquiry  j  that  the 
conlmissioners,  after  having  negatived  the  principal 
charge  of  substantive  crime,  should  have  entertained 
considerations  of  matters  that  amounted  to  jioiegal 
offence,  and  which  were  adduced,  riot  as  substantive 
charges  in  themselves,  but  as  matters  in  support  of 
the  principal  accusation  ;  that  through  the  pressure 
and  weight  of  their  official  occupations,  they  did 
not,  perhaps  could  not,  bestow  that  attention  on 
the  case,  which,  if  given  to  it,  must  have  enabled 
them]  to  detect  the  villany  and  falsehood  of  my 
accusers,  and  their  foul  conspiracy  against  me ;  and 
must  have  preserved  my  character  from  the  weighty 
imputation  which  the  authority  of  the  commis- 
sioners has,  for  a  time,  cast  upon  it;  but,  above  all^ 
that  they  should,  upon  this  eoo  parte  examination, 
without  hearing  one  word  that  I  could  urge,  hiive 
reported  to  your  majesty  an  opinion  on  these  matters 
so  prejudicial  to  my  honour,  and  from  which  I  can 
have  no  appeal  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  (becausr 
the  cliarges,  constituting  no  legal  offence,  cannot 
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be  made  the  ground  of  a  judicial  inquiry;) — These, 
and  tnany  other  circumstances  connected  with  the 
length  of  the  proceeding,  which  have  cruelly  aggra- 
vated, to  my  feelings,  the  pain  necessarily  attendant 
upon  this  inquiry,  T  shall  not  be  able  to  refrain 
from  stating,  and  urging,  as  matters  of  serious  la- 
mentation at  least,  if  not  of  well-grounded  com- 
pliant. 

*•  In  commenting  upon  any  part  of  the  circum- 
stances which  havie  occurred  in  the  course  of  this 
inquiry,  whatever  observations  I  may  be  compelled 
to  miake  upon  any  of  them.  Intrust  I  never  shall 
forget  what  is  due  to  officers  in  high  station  and 
employment  under  your  majesty.  '   No  apology, 
therefore,  can  be  required  for  any  reserve  in  my 
expressions  towards  them.     But  if,  in  vindicating 
my  innocence  against  the  injustice  and  malice  of 
my  enemies,  I  should  appear  to  your  majesty  not 
to  express  myself .  with  all  the  warmth  and  indig- 
nation  which   innocence,   so  foully  calumniated, 
must  feel,  your  majesty  will,  I  trust,  not  attribute 
my  forbearance  to  any  insensibility  to  the  grievous 
injuries  I  have  sustained ;   but  will  graciously  be 
pleased  to  ascribe  it  to  the  rettraint  I  have  imposed 
upon  myself,  lest,  in  endeavouring  to  describe  in 
just  .terms  the  motives,  the  conduct,  the  perjury, 
and  all  the  foul  circumstances  which  ^'characterise 
and  establish  the  rnaliqe  of  my  accusers,  I  might 
use  language,  which,  though  not  unjustly  applied 
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to  them,  might  be  improper  to  be  used  by  me  te 
any  body,  or  unfit  to  be  employed  by  any  body 
humbly,  respectfully,  and  dutifully  addressing  your 
majesty. 

-  *'  That  a  fit  opportunity  has  occurred  for  laying 
open  my  heart  to  your  majesty,  perhaps  I  shall, 
her&ift^,  have  no  reason  to  lament.  For  more 
than  two  years  I  had  been  informed,  that,  wpan 
,the  presumption  of  some  misconduct  in  me,  my 
behaviour  bad  been  made  tbe  sarbject  of  inv^stiga^ 
lion,  and  my  neighbours  and  servants  had  been 
examined  concerning  it.  And  for  some  time  I  had 
received  mysterious  and  indistinct  informations, 
that  some  great  mischief  was  meditated  towai^ds 
me.  And,  in  all  the  circumstances  of  my  very  pe- 
culiar situation,  it  will  not  be  thought  strange, 
that  however  conscious  I  was,  that  I  had  no  just 
cause  of  fear,  I  should  yet  feel  s6me  uneasiness  <M 
this  iaccount.  With  surprise  certainly  (because  tbe 
first  tidings  were  of  a  kind  to  excite  surprise,)  bat 
without  alarm,  I  received  tbe  intelligence,  thati  for 
some  reason,  a  fc^mal  investigation  of  some  part^ 
of  my  conduct  had  been  advised,  and  had  aetually 
tdcen  place.  His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Kent, 
on  the  7  th  of  June,  announced  it  to  me.  He  an- 
nounced to  me,  the  princess  of  Wales,  in  the  first 
communication  made  to  me,  with  respect  to  thi9 
proeeeding,  the  near  approach  of  two  attomi«  {one 
of  them,  I  since  fin^,  the  aoHcitor  employed  by  Sir 
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John  Douglas,)  claiming  to  enter  my  dwelling, 
with  a  warrant  to  take  away  one  half  of  my  house- 
hold, for  immediate  examination  upon  a  charge 
against  myself.    Of  the  nature  of  that  charge,  I 
was  then  uninformed.    It  now  appears,  it  was  the 
charge  of  high  treason,  committed  in  the  infamous 
crime  of  adultery.    His  royal  highness,  I  am  sure, 
will  do  me  the  justice  to  represent  to  your  majesfty, 
that  I  betrayed  no  fear,  that  1  manifested  no  symp- 
toms of  conscious  guilt,  that  I  sought  no  excesses  to 
[prepare,  or  to  tutor,  my  servants  for  the  examina- 
tion which  they  were  to  undergo.    The  only  re- 
quest which  I  made  to  his  royal  highness  was,  that 
he  would  have  the  goodness  to  remain  with  me 
till  my  servants  were  gone,  that  he  might  bear 
witness  that  I  had  no  conversation  with  them  be- 
fore they  went.  In  truth,  sire,  my  anxieties,  under 
a  knowledge  that  some  serious  mischief  was  plan- 
ning against  me,  and  while  I  was  ignorant  of  its 
quality  and  extent,  had  been  so  great,  that  I  could 
not  but  rejoice  at  an  event  which  seemed  to  promiise 
me  an  early  opportunity  of  ascertaining  what  the 
malice  of  my  enemies  intended  against  me. 

It  has  not  been,  indeed,  without  impatience  the 
most  painful,  that  I  have  passed  the  interval  which 
has  since  elapsed.  When  once  it  was  not  only 
known  to  me,  but  to  the  world  (for  it  was  known 
to  the  world)  that  inquiry  of  the  gravest  nature  had 
been  instituted  into  ray  conduct,  I  looked  to  the 
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concksion  with  all  tlie  eagerness  that  could  belong 
to  an  absolute  conviction,  that  my.  innocence  and 
my  honour,  to  the  disgrace  and  confusion  of  nq|y.  ac- 
cusers, would  be  established ;  and  that  the  ground- 
less malice  and  irgustice  of  the  whole  charge  would 
be  manifested  to  the  world,  as  widely  as  the  calumny 
had  been  circulated.  I  knew  that  the  result  of  an 
,ew  parte  inquiry,  from  its  very  nature,  could  not, 
-unless  it  ftdly  asserted  my  entire  innocence,  be  in 
any  d^ree  just.  "And  I  had  taught  myself  most 
firmly  to  believe,  that  it  was  utterly,  impossible  that 
any  opinion,  which  could,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
work  a  prejudice  to  my  honour  and  character,  could 
ever  be  expressed  in  any  terms,  by  any  persons,  in 
a  report  upon  a  solemn  formal  inquiry,  and  more 
especially  to  your  majesty,  without  my  having  some 
notice,  and  some  opportunity  of  being  heard.  And 
I  was  convinced,  that  if  the  proceeding  allowed 
me,  before  an  opinion  was  expressed,  the  ordinary 
means  which  accused  perscms  have  of  vindicating 
their  honour  and  their  innocence,  my  honour  and  my 
innocense  must,  in  any  opinion  which  could  then 
be  expressed,  be  fully  vindicated,  and  effectually 
established.  What  then.  Sire,  must  have  been  my 
astonishment,  and  my  dismay,  when  I  saw,,  that 
notwithstanding  the  principal  accusation  was  found 
to  be  utterly  false,  yet  some  of  the  witnesses  to  those 
charges  whi^h  were  brought  in  support  of  the  prin- 
cipal accusation,— witnesses,  whom  any  person,  in- 


terasited  to  have  protected  my  character,  would  easily 
have  shewn,  out  of  their  OTi!;n.mouths,  to  be  utterly 
unworthy  of  credit,  and  confederates  in  foul  con- 
spiracy with  my  false  accusers,. are  reporteid  to  be 
"  free  from  all  suspicion  of  unfavourable  bias;"  their 
veracity,  "  in  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners^ 
not  to  be  questioned;''  and  their  infamous  stories 
and  insinuations  against  me  to  be  **  such  as  deserve 
the  most  serious  consideration,  and  as  must  be 
credited  tiH  decisively  contradicted.** 

"  The  inquiry,  after  I  thus  had  notice  of  it,  con^ 
tinued  for  above*  two  months.  I  venture  not. to 
complain,  as  if  it  had  been  unnecessarily  protracted. 
The  important  duties  and  official  avocations  of  the 
noble  lords  appointed  to  carry  it  on,  may  naturally 
account  for,  and  excuse,  some  delay.  But  however 
excusable  it  may  have  been,  your  majesty  will 
easily  conceive  the  pain  and  anxiety  which  this 
interval  of  suspence  has  occasioned ;  and  your  ma- 
jesty will  not  be  surprised,  if  I  further  represent, 
that  I  have  found  a  great  aggravation  of  my  painful 
sufierings  in  the  delay  which  occurred  in  communi- 
eating  the  report  to  me.  For  though  it  is  dated  on 
the  14th  July,  I  did  not  receive  it,  notwithstanding 

*  The  time  that  the  inquiiy  waf  pending,-  after  thif  notice  of  it^  is 
here  confounded  with  the  time  which  elapsed  before  the  report  wa^ 
communicated  to  her  rojal  higiiness.  The  inquiry  itself  only  lasted  to 
the  14th  or  16th  of  July,  which  is  but  between  fire  and  six  weeks  from 
the  7th  of  June. 


yovr  inigerty*i»  grMioui  commands^  tUl  the  11th  of 
August  It  WM  due  unquestionaUy  to  your  ma* 
jefity,  that  the  result  of  an  inquiry,  commaiided  by 
your  majesty,  upon  advice  which  had  been  offerad^ 
touching  matters  of  the  highest  import,  should  be 
first,  and  immediately  communicated  to  you.  The 
respect  and  honour  due  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  the 
interest  which  he  must  necessarily  have  taken  in 
this  inquiry,  combined  16  mlake  it  indisputably  fit 
that  the  result  should  be  forthwith  also  stated  to 
his  royal  highness.  I  complain  not,  therefor^  that 
it  was  too  early  communicated  to  any  one :  I  eom- 
pldn  only,  ^and  I  complain  most  seriously^  for  I 
felt  it  most  severely)  of  the  delay  in  its  communica* 
tion  to  me. 

^  Rumour  had  informed  the  world  that  the  report 
had  been  early  communicated  to  your  majesty  and 
to  his  royal  highness.  I  did  not  receive  the  benefit^ 
intended  for  me  by  your  majesty's  gracious  com- 
mand, till  a  month  after  the  report  was  signed. 
But  the  same  rumour  had  represented  me,  to  my 
infinite  prejudice,  as  in  possession  of  the  report 
during  that  month ;  and  the  malice  of  those  who 
wished  to  stain  my  honour,  has  not  failed  to  Suggest 
all  that  malice  could  infer,  from  its  remaining  in 
that  possession  so  long  unnoticed.  May  I  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  if  the  report  acquits  me,  my  in- 
nocence entitled  me  to  receive  from  those  to  whom 
your  majesty's  commands  had  been  given,  an  im- 
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mediate  nolaficiatioti  of  the  fact  that  it  did  aeqwt 
mejf  That,  if  it  ecmd^omed  me,  tibe  weight  of  «im^ 
a  science  should  not  have  been  left  to  settle,  in  any 
mind^;niueh  lesfe  updn  your  majesty's,  for  a  month, 
before  I  could  even  begin  to  prepare  an  answer, 
which,  when  begun,  could  not  speedily  be  condud-^ 
ed ;  and  that,  if  the  report  could  be  represented  as 
both  acquitting  and  condemning  me,  the  reasona 
which  siiggested  the  propriety  of  an  early  communis 
cation  in  each  of  the  former  cases,  combined  to 
make  it  proper  and  necessary  in  the  latter. 

And  :  why  all  consideration  of  my  feelings  was 
thus  cruelly  neglected;  why  was  I  kept  upon  the 
raeky  during  all  this  time,  ignorant  of  the  result  of 
a  charge  which  affected  my  honour  and  my  life ; 
and  why,  especially  in  a  case  where  such  grave 
matters  were  to  continue  to  be  "credited,  to  the 
prejudice  of  my  honour,**  till  they  were  "decidedly 
contradicted/'  the  means  of  knowing  what  it  was/ 
that  I  must,  at  least,  endeavour  to  contradict,  were 
withholden  from  me  a  single  unnecessary  hour,  I 
know  not,  and  I  will  not  trust  myself  in  the  at- 
tempt to  conjecture. 

*^  On  the  11th  of  August,  however,  I  at  length  re- 
ceived from  the  lord  chancellor  a  packet  containing 
copies  of  the  warrant  or  commission  authorizing  the 
inquiry ;  of  the  report ;  and  of  the  examinations 
on  which  the  report  was  founded.  And  your  ma- 
jesty will  be  graciously  pleased  to  recollect,  that  on 


the  ISth  I  returned  my  grateful  thanks  to  your 
in^jesty»  for  having  ordered  these  papers  to  be  sent 
to  me.  . 

"  Your  majesty  will  readily  itnagine  that,  upon  a 
subject  of  such  importance,  I  could  not  venture  to 
triist  only  to  my  own  advice ;  and  those  with  whom 
I  advised,  suggested,  that  the  written  dedarationsji 
or  charges,  upon  which  the  inquiry  had  proceeded, 
and  which  the  commissioners  refer  to  in  their  re* 
port,  and  represent  to  be  the  essential  foundation  of 
the  whole  proceeding,  did  not  accompany  the  ex- 
aminations and  report ;  and  also  that  the  papers 
themselves  were  not  authenticated.  I  therefore  ven-? 
tured  to  address  your  majesty  upon  these  supposed 
defects  in  the  communication,  and  humbly  requested 
that  the  copies  of  the  papers,  which  I  then  returned^ 
might,  after  being  examined  and  authenticated,  be 
again  transmitted  to  me;  and  that  I  might  also  be 
furnished  with  copies  of  the  written  declarations  20 
referred  to  in  the  report.  And  my  humble  thanks 
are  due  for  your  majesty's  gracious  compliance  with 
my  request.  On  the  29th  of  August  I  received, 
in  consequence,  the  attested  copies  of  those  decla- 
rations, and  of  a  narrative  of  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Kent ;  and  a  few  days  after,  on  the  3d  of 
September,  the  attested  copies  of  the  examinations 
which  were  taken  before  the  commissioners. 

(Here  follows  a  list  of  the  declarations^,  and  de- 
positions given  in  the  preceding  chapters.) 


'•  By,  the  copy  which  I  have  received,  of  the  cpm- 
mission,.  or  warrant,  under  whicli  the  inquiry  has 
been  prosecuted,  it  appears  to  be  an  instrument 
under  your  majesty's  sign  manual,  not  counter- 
signed, not  under  any  seal — It  recites,  that  an 
Abstract  of  certain  written  declarati(»is,  touching 
my  conduct,  (without  specifying  by  Whom  those 
declarations  were  made,  or  the  nature  of  the  ipat- 
ters  touching  which  they  had  been  made,  or  even 
by  whom  the  abstract  had  been  prepared),  had 
been  laid .  before  your  majesty ;  into  the  truth  of 
which  it  purports  to  authorize  the  four  noble  peers, 
who. are. named  in  it,  to  inquire  and  to  examine 
upon  oa.th,  .suqh  persons  as  they  think  fit :  and  to 
report  to  your  majesty  the  result  of  their  exami- 
nation. By  referring  to  the  written  declarations, 
it  appears  that  they  contain  allegations  against  me, 
amounting  to  the  charge  of  high  treason,  and  also 
other  matter^,  which,  if  understood  to  be,  as  they 
seem  to  have  been  acted  and  reported  upon,  by  the 
commissioners,  not  as  evidence  confirmatory  (as 
they  are  expressed  to  be  in  their  title)  of  the  prin- 
dpal  charge,  but  as  distinct  and  substantive  sub- 
jects of  examination,  cannot,  as  I  am  advised^  be 
represented  as  in  law  amounting  to  crimes.  How 
most  of  the  declarations  referred  to  were  collected, 
by  whom,  at  whose  solicitation,  under  what  sanc- 
tion, and  before  what  persons,  magistrates,  or  others, 
they  were  made,  does  not  appear.    By  the  title. 
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iaieed,  which  t^  the  writtm  decknratiohs^  except 
ar  John  and  ladjr  Douglas's  beari  viz..  '^That 
Hiiqr  faaid  been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  confinn- 
ing^lady  DougWa  statement^*^  it  may  be  oolle<^- 
ed  that  they  had  been  made  by  her,  or  at  lesust 
hf  sir  John  Douglas's  procurement.  And  the 
concluding  passive  of  one  of  them,  I  mean  the 
fourth  dedaration  cxf  W.  Cole,  strengthens:  this 
opinion,  m  it  represents  sir  Jdbn  Dougks,  acoom- 
jpaiiied  by  his  solicitor  Mr.  Lowten,  to  have  gone 
down  as  &r  as  Cheltenham  for  the  examihfftion 
of  two  of  the  witnesses  wbose^  declarations  are  ^re 
stated.  I  am,  however,  at  a  ioss  to  know,  at  this 
moment,  whom  I  am  to  consider,  or  whom  I  couM 
legsAy  fix,  as  my  Mse  accuser. — From  the  circum- 
stance last  mentioned,  it  might  be  inferred  that  sir 
Johti  and  lady  Dougks,  or  one  of  them,  is  that  ac- 
cuser. But  lady  Douglas,^  itk  her  written  deelara- 
tion>  so  far  frcmi  Irepresenting  the  information  vrfaich 
ishe  then  gives,  as  moving  voluntarily  from  herseff, 
expressly  states  that  she  gives  it  under  the  direct 
command  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales, 
and  the  pap^s  leave  me  without  information  fiiom 
whom  any  communication  to  the  prince  originated, 
which  induced  him  to  give  such  commands; 

"Upon  the  question  howfer  the  advice  is  agree- 
able to  law,  under  which  it  was  recc^mended  to 
your  majesty  to  issue  this  warrant  or  connmssicm, 
not  countersigned,  nor  under  seal,  and  without  any 


of  your  maj6sty^8  advisers,  therefcxre,  bdng,  oii  the 
&ce  cfitp  responsible  for  its  issuing^  I  am  not  com* 
petent  to  determine*     And  undoubtedly,  cohsideiv 
ing  that  the  two  high  legal  authorities,  the  lord 
cbanoellor  and  the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  kin^s 
bench,  consented  to  act  under  it,  it  is  with  the 
greatest  dcmbt  and  diffidence  that  I  can  bring  my^ 
sdf  to  express  any  suspidon  of  its  illegality.    But 
if  it  be,  as  I  am  ^ven  to  unda:9tand  it  is,  open  to 
question,  whether,  consistently  with  law,  your  ma- 
jesty should  have  been  advised  to  command,  by  this 
warrant  or  commission,  persons  (not  to  act  in  any 
known  character,  as  secretaries  of  state,  as  privy 
eouncellors,  as  magistrates  otherwise  empowered)  r 
but  to  act  as  commissioners,  and  under  the  sole 
authority  of  such  warrant,  to  inquire,  (without  any 
authority  to  hear  and  determine  any  thing  upon  the 
subject  of  those  inquiries),  into  the  known  crime 
of  high  treason,  under  the  sanction  of  oaths,  to 
be  administered  by  them,  as  such  commissioners, 
and  to  report  the  result  thereof  to  your  majesty. 
I(  I  say,  there  can  be  any  question  upon  the  le^^ 
lity  of  such  a  warrant  or  commission,  the  extreme 
hardship  with  which  it  has  operated  upon  me,  the 
extreme  prejucUee  which  it  has  done  to  my  charac- 
tw,  and  to  which  such  a  proceeding  must  ever  ex- 
pose the  person  who  is  the  object  of  it,  obliges  me, 
tin  I  am  fully  convinced  of  its  legality,  to  forbear 
fiom acknowledging  its  authority;  and,  with  all 
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humility  and  deference  to  your  majesty,  to  protest 
against  it,  and  against  all  the  proceedings  under  it. 
''If  tl^s,  indeed,  were  pnatter  of  mere  form  JLahpuld 
be  ashamed  to  urge  it  But  the  actupl  hardships 
and  prejudice  which  I  have  suffered  by  this  pro- 
ceeding are  most  obvious.  For,  upon  the  prin-: 
cipal  charge  against  me,  the  commissioners  have 
most  satisfactorily,  and  ''without  the  least  hesi- 
tation," for  such  is  their  expression,  reported  their 
opinion  of  its  falsehood.  Sir  John  and  lady  Doug- 
las, therefore,  who  have  swore  to  its  truth,  have 
been  guilty  of  the  plainest  falsehood ;  .  yet  upon 
the  supposition  of  the  illegaUtyof  this  commis- 
^on,  their  falsehood  must,  as  I  am  inf<N:med,  go 
unpunished.  Upon  that  supposition,  the  want  pf 
Jegal  authority  in  the  commissioners  to  inquire^ 
and  to  administer  an  oath,  will  render  it  impossible 
to  give  to  this  falsehood  the  character  of  perjury. 
But  this  is  by  no  means  the  circumstance  which  I 
feel  the  most  severely.  Beyond  the  vindicatmg 
ei  my  own  character,  and  the  consideration-  of 
providing  for  my  future  security,  I  can  assure  your 
inajesty,  that  the  punishment  of  sir  John  and  lady 
Dpuglas  would  afford  me  no  satisfaction*  It  is  not, 
therefore,  with  regard  to  that  part  of  the  ch^ge, 
which  is  negatived,  but  with  respect  to  those  which 
are  sanctioned  by  the  report,  those  which,  not 
«M»i»g  at  my  Ufe^  exhaust  themselves  upon  najr 
character,  and  which  the  commissioners  have,  4l^ 
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tome  measure,  sanctioned '  by  their  report^  that  f 
iMive  the  greatest  reason  to  complain.    Had  tlie 
rqport  sanctioned  the  principal  charge^  constitiiting 
B  Iteown  legal  crime,  my  innocence  would  have 
emWolJlened  me,  at  all  risks,  (and  to  more  no  peis 
son  hw^ever  been  exposed,  from  the  malice  an^. 
fidsehood  of  accusers)  to  have  demanded  that  trial 
which  could  legally  determine  upon  the  truth  or 
fidsehood  I  of  such  charge.    Though  I  should  even 
then  indeed  have  had  some  cause  to  complain,, 
because  I  should  have  gone  to  that  trial  under  the 
prejudice  necessarily  raised  against  me  by   that 
report ;  yet  in  ^  proceeding  before  the  just,  open, 
and  kiiown  tribunals  of  your  majesty's  kingdom,  I 
should  have  had  a  safe  appeal  from  the  result  of  an 
eic  parte  investigation.    An  investigation  which 
has  exposed,  me  to  all  the  hardships  of  a^^cr^/  in- 
quiry, without  giving  me  the  benefit  of  secrecy ; 
and  to  all  the  severe  consequences  of  a  public  in- 
vestigation, in  point  of  injury  to  my  character, 
without  affording  me  any  of  its  substantial  benefits 
in  point  of  security.    But  the  charges  which  the 
commissioners  do  sanction  by  their  report,  desmb- 
ing'them  with  a  mysterious  obscurity  and  indefinite 
generality,  constitute,  as  I  am  told,  n\}  legal  crime. 
They  'ure '  described  as  "  instances  of  great  impo^o- 
priety  and  indecency  of  behaviour"  which  most 
occasion  the  most  unfavourable  interpretations,** 
thd  they  are  reported  to  your  majesty,  and  they  are 
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AaHed  to  be  ^  dretunstahoes  whiob  must  be  credited 
till  thejr  are  iHmvfkf  contradicted^*' 

,  ^'^  From  this  opikioli^  tbn  judgma^t  of  the  eom^ 
niadoBers^  bening  00  hard  upon  n^  character,  (aad 
th^t  a  female  chaBmcter,  how  delicate^  and  hov 
e»ily  to  be  alfected  by  the  breath  of  calumny  your 
majesty  weU  knowi^)  I  can  have  no  appeal  Fer^ 
as  the  chaiges  eonstitute  no  legal  crimes,  tibey 
cmnot  be  the  Aubjects  of  uiy  legal  trial.  I  ean 
edl  for  no  trial.  I  can  therefore  have  no  i^peal; 
I  can  look  for  no  acquittal.  Yet  this  optnion  or 
diis  judgment  from  which  I  can  have  no  appeal^ 
has  been  pronounced  against  me  upon  mew  esp 
parte  investigation. 

**  This  hardship,  sire,  I  am  told  to  ascribe  to  the 
nature  of  the  proceeding  under  this  warrant  or 
commission ;  for  had  the  kiquiry  been  eirtered  into 
before  your[  migesty's  privy  council,  or  before  any 
magistrates  authwized  by  law  as  such,  to  inquire 
mto  the  existence  of  treason,  the  known  eourse  of 
proceeding  before  that  eoundl  or  such  magistratess 
the  known  extent  of  tfaeu-  jurisdiction  over  crimes, 
and  not  oter  the  proprieties  of  behaviour,  would 
have  preserved  me  from  the  possibility  of  having 
matters  made  the  subjects  in  inquiry  which  had  in 
law  no  substantive  criminal  character,  and  from  the 
extreme  hardship  of  having  my  reputation  injured 
by  calumny  Bltogether  unfounded,  but  rendered 
at  once  more  safe  to  my  enemies,  and  more  injuri 
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mis  to  met  by  being  uttered,  in  the  ooune  of  a  pro* 
oeeding,  assuming  the  grave  semblance  of  legal 
fomi.  And  it  is  by  the  nature  of  this  proceeding, 
(whidi  oould  alone  have  countenanced  or  admitted 
<^  this  licentious  latitude  (£  inquiry  into  the  pro- 
prieties o[  behaviour  m  private  life,  with  which  qo 
court,  no  magistrate^  no  public  law  has  any  author 
rity  to  interfere,)  that  I  have  been  dep^ved  of  the 
benefit  of  that  entire  and  unqualified  acqinttal  and 
discharge  fi'om  this  accusation,  to  which  the  utter 
and  proved  fidsehood  of  the  accusation  itself  so 
justly  entitled  me. 

'^  I  trust,  therefore,  that  your  majesty  will  se^  that 
if  this  proceeding  is  not  one  to  which,  by  the  known 
laws  of  your  majesty's  kingdom,  I  ought  to  be  sub- 
ject, thft  it  is  no  cold  formal  objection  which  leads 
me  to  protest  against  it. 

'*  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  sire,  from  the  con- 
sequences  which  might  arise  to  the  public  from 
such  misccmduct  as  have  been  falsely  imputed  to 
m^  that  my  honour  and  virtue  are  of  more  impor- 
tfuice  to  the  state  than  those  of  other  women.  That 
my  conduct,  therefore,  may  be  fitly  subjected, 
when  necessary,  to  a  severer  scrutiny.  But  it  can- 
not fallow,  because  my  character  is  of  more  im- 
portance, that  it  may  therefore  be  attacked  with 
more  impunity.  And  as  I  know,  that  this  mischief 
has  been  pending  over  my  head  for  more  than 
two  years,  that  private  examinations  of  my  neigh-^ 


bouts^  servants  and  of  my  own  have  at  times  iitx^ 
iii^  that  interval  been  taken  for  the  purpose  cC 
eiitablishing  charges  against  me,  hot  indeed  hf 
the  instrumentality  of  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas' 
alone,  but  by  the  sanction  and  in  the  presence  of 
the  earl  of  Moira  (as  your  majesty  will  perceive  by 
the  deposition  of  Jonathan  Partridge,  which  I  sub- 
join;*) and  as  I  know  also,  and  make  appear  to- 
your  majesty  likewise,  by  the  same  means,  that 
dedarations  of  persons  of  unquestionable  credit, 
respecting  my  conduct,  attesting  my  innocence, 
and  directly  falsifyiiig  a  most  important  circum- 
stance lespecting  my  supposed  pregnancy,  men- 
tioned in  the  declarations  on  which  the  inquiry 
was  instituted ;  as  I  know,  I  say,  that  those  decla- 
rations, so  favourable  to  me,  appear,  to  my  infinite 
prejudice,  not  to  have  been  communicated  to  your 
majesty  when  that  inquiry  was  commanded ;  and 
as  I  know  not  how  soon  or  how  often  proceedings 
against  me  may  be  meditated  by  my  enemies^  1 
take  leave  to  express  my  humble  trust,  that  before 
any  other  proceedings  may  be  had  against  me, 
(desirable '  as  it  may  have  been  thought,  that  the 
inquiry  should  have  been  of  the  nature  which  has 
in  this  instance  obtained,)  your  majesty  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  require  tb  be  advised,  whether 
my  guilt,  if  I  were  guilty,  could  not  be  as  effec- 

•  This,  with  other  depositions  of  equal  importance,  the  reader  will 
find  In  the  followingp  chapter. 
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toally  discovered  and  punished,  and  my  htmbur  «ad 
iDliocence,  if  innocent^  be  more  effectually  secure4 
and  established  by  other  more  knoivn  and  regular 
modes  of  proceeding. 

**  Having  therefore,  sire,  upon  these  grave  reasons 
ventured  to  submit,  I  trust  without  offence,  these 
considerations  upon  the  natuie  of  the  commisnon 
and  the  proceedings  u^der  it,  I  will  now  proceed  to 
obfienre.  upon  the  report,  and  the  examinaticms; 
and,  with  your  majesty's  permission,  I  will  go 
through  the  whole  matter,  in  that  course  which  has 
been  observed  by  the  report  itself;  and  which  an 
examination  of  the  important  matters  that  it  con« 
tains,  in  the  order  in  which  it  states  them,  will 
naturally  suggest. 

**  The  report,  after  referring  to  the  commission  or 
warrant  under  which  their  lordships  were  acting,, 
after  stating  that  they  had  proceeded  to  examine  the 
several  witnesses,  whose  depositions  they  annexed 
.  to  their  report,  proceeds  to  state  the  effect  of  the 
written  declarations,  which  the  commissioners  con«> 
sidered  as  the  essential  foundation  of  the  whole  pro* 
ceeding.  ''  That  they  were  statements  which  had 
been  laid  before  hi$  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales,  respecting  the  conduct  of  her  royal  high- 
ness the  princess;  that  these  statements  not  only 
imputed  to  her  royal  highness'  great  impropriety 
and  indecency  of  behaviour,  but  expressly  asserted, 
partly  on  the  ground  of  certain  alleged  declarations 


ftpm  the  piincew'a  own  mouth*  and  partly  on  the 
pflSQDal  obeenration  of  ^he  infouBM^  the  fellow-- 
ix!kg  most  Important  facts ;  viz.  that  her  royal  higb» 
nejBs  had  been  pregnant  in  the  year  1802.  m  con- 
$(8qaence  of  an  ilUcit  intercourse ;  and  that  she  had 
m.  the  same  year  been  secretly  delivered  of  a  nu^e 
diild ;  which  child  l^ad  ever  since  that  period  been 
brought  up  by  her  royal  highness  in  |ier  own 
house,  and  under  her  immediate  inspection.  These 
allegationg  thtis  made,  had,  as  the  commissionera 
found,  been  followed  by  dedaraticms  from  other 
persons,  who  had  not  indeed  q^ken  of  the  impor* 
tant  facts  of  the  pregnancy  or  delivery  of  her  rpyal 
highness,  but  had  related  other  particulan,  in  themr 
selves  extremely  suspicious,  and  still  more  so,  when 
oonnected  with  the  assertions  already  paentianed. 
The  report  then  states,  that,  in  the  painful  situation 
in  which  his  royal  highness  was  placed  by  these  de- 
clarations, they  learnt  that  he  had  adopted  the  only 
course  which  could,  in  their  judgment,  with  pro- 
priety be  followed,  when  informations  such  as  these 
had  been  thus  confidently  alleged  and  particularly 
detailed,  and  had  in  some  d^ee  been  supported 
by  collateral  evidence,  applying  to  other  points  of 
the  same  nature  (though  going  to  a  far  less  extent,) 
one  line  could  only  be  pursued/* 

"  Every  sentiment  of  duty  to  your  majesty,  and 
of  concern  for  the  public  welfare,  required  that  these 
particulars  should  not  be  be  withheld  from  your 


ftikjHiy,  to  whom  niore  particularly  bieloiiged  the 
cognizance  of  a  matter  of  state,  so  nearly  touching  the 
honour  of  your  majesty's  royal  family^and  by  possibi- 
fity  affecting  the  succession  to  your  majesty -s  crown  * 
•  -^  The  commissioners,  therefore,  your  majesty  ob- 
serves, goin^,  they  must  permit  me  to  say,  a  little 
cat  of  their  way,  begin  their  report,  by  expressing 
a  clear  and  decided  opinion,  that  his  royal  high- 
ness was  properly  advised  (for  your  majesty  will 
tmAoubtedly  conclude,  that,  upon  a  subject  of  this 
importance,  his  royal  highness  could  not  but  have 
aet€Hd  by  the  advice  of  others,)  in  referring  this  com- 
^^Ubxt  to  your  majesty,  for  the  purpose  of  its  under- 
going the  investigation  which  has  followed.  Atid 
unquestionably,  if  the  charge  referred  to  in  this 
report^  as  made  by  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  had 
been  presented  under  circumstances,  in  which  any 
reasonable  degree  of  credit  could  be  given  to  them, 
or  even  if  they  had  not  been  presented  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  impeach  the  credit  of  the  informers, 
and  to  bear  internal  evidence  of  their  own  inciredi- 
bility,  I  should  be  the  last  person  who  would  be 
disposed  to  dispute  the  wisdom  of  the  advice  which 
led  .to  make  them  the  subject  of  the  gravest  and 
most  anxious  inquiry.  And  your  majesty,  acting 
upon  a  mere  abstract  of  the  declarations,  which 
was  all  that,  by  the  recital  of  the  warrant,  appears 
to  have  been  laid  before  your  majesty,  undoubtedly 
e6uld  not  but  direct  an  inquiry  concerning  my  con- 


dstift ;  l^or  thou^  I  bave:  m^  been  fiirnbhed!  witiiif 
tbfit  ahsinsi^  yet  I  must  presume  that  it  descrii^ 
th^  criminatory  contento  of  these  declarations  mueb 
in.  ihi^^  same  ni^aaxier  as  they  are  stated  in  the 
pofct.^  A^d  the  criminatory  paiAs;  of  these 
tionVif  viewed  withoi^t  reference  to  thosq^  tmces 
of  mkallce  and  i^sentment  with,  which  the  dedaca^ 
tipna  of  sir  Jiohh  and,  lady  Douglaa  abound ;-  i£: 
a]bibractedj  from  all  t^ese  ciijeumstances,  whieb 
shi^  the  e;xJireme  improbability  c^  the  stoiy^  Idie 
length  bt  time  which  my.  accuser  had  Icepfr  qqr. 
alleged  guilt  concealed^  the  contraiHctions  obsew^^ 
able  in  the  declarations:  of  the  other  witnesses^  aft:; 
Whi^  I  sjubmit  to  your  majesty,  are  to;  an  t:jf$»nti 
to  (Qast  the  greatest  discredit  upon  the*  iraihiofi 
these  declarations  ;-r-abstracted^  I  say,  from  these 
drcumstances,  the  criminatory  parts  of  theniL  we» 
vgiquestionably  sucll^  ais  to  have  place;di  your  mftr 
jeisty  uiid^  the  necessity  of  directing  some  inqulryc 
cfu^ceming  tbeiq.  But  that  thosf^.  who  had  the 
opportunity  of  r0^ing  the  long  and  maJev^oIelH^ 
narratipD  of  sir  John  and  lady  Douglii^  should '^KMt 
h^ye:  he^ijtated  before  they  gaye  any  credit  to  il^  ijSf 
matter  of  the  greatest  a9(:onis]^ment  to  me. 

*•  The  improbability  of  the  story  would  of  itseUi-l. 
s^pifld  have  in^agioed)  (unless  they  believed  me.  tp. 
be  a#  in^ne  ^  lady.  I>puglas  insinuates,)  have  bew. 
sufficient  to  have  staggered  the  belief  of  any  unpr^ 
judioed  mind.    For,  to  believe  that  story^  tbejT: 


w^re  to  begin  with  believing  that  a  pit^xm  ^l&f 
of  «o  foul  a  crime,  so  highly  peniii^  feo  fidil  to  h^t 
honour,  her  station,  and  h<er  Hfe^  shduld  |;Mltil!to^ii* 
ly,  and  uselessly,  hare  confessed  it  Such  ti  pe/t- 
son,  under  the  necessity  of  concealing  heirjjiteghih- 
^y»  might  have  been  indispen^ldy  obliged  to  iddh- 
flde  her  secret  with  thoise  to  whom  she  vrhs  lo  Ibol: 
for  aissi^tance  in  conc^tng  its  consequences.  Bttt 
hdy  Douglas,  by  her  own  account,  was  itaforxliM 
by  me  of  this  fact  for  no  pu^ose  whatever.  She 
makes  me,  as  those  who  read  her  declarations  can^^ 
m>fc  fail  to  have  observed,  state  to  her  that  she 
lAould  on  no  account  be  entrusted  with  ^y  part 
cf  the  management  by  which  the  Mrth  was  to  be 
concealed.  They  were  to  believe  also,  that,  ariti- 
Ous  as  I  must  have  been  to  have  Concealed  the 
birth  of  any  such  child,  I  had  determined  to  bring 
it  up  in  my  own  house ;  and  what  would  exceed^ 
as  I  should  imagine,  the  extent  of  all  human  cte- 
dtility,  that  I  had  determined  to  iut^kle  it  myself: 
that  I  had  laid  my  plan,  if  discovered,  to  have  im- 
pdi^ed  it  upon  his  royal  highness  as  his  child.  Nay, 
they  were  to  believe  that  I  had  stated;  aftd  that 
lady  Douglas  had  believed  the  statement  to  b^ 
true^  that  I  had  in  fact  attempted  to  sudde  it,  and 
only  gave  up  that  part  of  my  plan^  because  it  mKde 
HkO  nervous,  and  was  too  much  for  my  h^itdth. 
And,  after  all  this,  they  were  then  to  believe,  that 
having  made  lady  Douglas  thus  unnecessarily  the 
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eo^fl^ai^  iStfjthU  loost  importatni:  i>lid  dangeratif 
s^ft ;  Mying  tKus  put  my  ^^racter  and  my  li^, 
in  ber  hi^nds^  I  sought  an  ocqasion.  wantonly  ^^^^^ 
ivUhout^  prpvopivtion,  frpDA.  the  mere  fickleness  .ai^d^^ 
wUfulnffi^pf  my,0wn  mind,  to  quarrel  witjh  hf^^,, 
to  insult  her  openly  and  violently  in  nfiy  own  hou$i^ 
to ;€iideayoiurj jtp  i^n  her  reputation;  to  expose  h^f», 
iniin&Q]^ua  and  indecent  drawings  endosed  in Jotr^, 
ters, to, her <. husband.    The  letters . indeed  are  .fe- 
pi^esented  to  have  ^been  anonymous^  but,  though  ^ 
anonymous,  they  are  stated  to  have  been  written 
with  my  own  hand^  so  undisguised  in  penmanship 
and  style,  that  eveiy  one  who  had  the  least  ao- 
quaintance  with  either,  could  not  fail  to  discQvpir 
them ;  and  (as  if  it  were  through  fear,  lest  it  should 
not  be  suflSeiently  plain  from  whom  they  came) 
that  I  had  sealed  them  with  a  seal,  which  I  had 
shortly  before  used  on  an  occasion  of  writing  to  her 
husband.    All  this  they  were  to  believe  upon  the 
declaration  of  a  person,  who,  with  all  that  loyalty 
and  attachment  which  she  expresses  to  your  ma* 
jesty,  and  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wfdes, 
with  all  her  obligation  to  the  whole  royal  &mily^ 
(to  whom  she  expresses  herself  to  be  bound  by  tie? 
^  of  respec^ul  regard  and  attachment  which  nothing, 
can  ever  break ;)  with  all  her  dread  of  the  mis- 
chievous consequences  to  the  country,  which  miglM;.. 
arise,  fi^om  the  disputed  succession  to  the  crownj, 
oQ.^tbe:  pretensions  of  an  illegitimate  child  of  miae^. 
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n^fettlteleM  continued^  after  this  supposed  vwwA 
ofihy  iirfatiiy  and  niy  eritne,  after  my  suppteed  «^  ' 
khdwl^gment   of  the  birth  of  this'  ehild>  whieh  - 
^Jr  to*  occasion  all  this^^  mischief,  to  preserve, -fot^' 
ni^  a  twelvemonth^  her  intimacy  and  tfppdtrent 
friendship  with  me-     Nay,  for  two  years  more,^' 
after  that  intimacy  had  ceased,  after  that  friendship 
had  been  broken  off,  by  iny  alleged  misbehaviour 
to  her,  continued  still  faithful  to  my  secret,  and 
ne^r  disclosed  it  till  (as  her  declaration  states  it) 
"  The  princess  of  Wales  recommenced  a  fresh  tw* 
reM  of  outrage  against  sir  Johti;  and  sir  John  dis* 
covered  that  she  was  attempting  to  undermine  bis 
afld  lady  Douglas's  character.** 

"Those,  then,  who  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  whole  of  this  narrative,  having  had  their  jea- 
lousy aiwakened  by  these  circumstances  to  the  im- 
probability of  the  story,  and  to  the  discredit  of  the 
informer,  when  thev  came  to  observe  how  mali- 
dously  every  circumstance  that  imagination  could 
suggest,  as  most  calculated  to  make  a  woman  con- 
temptible and  odious,  was  scraped  and  heaped  up 
together  in  this  narrative,  must  surely  have  had 
their  eyes  opened  to  the  motives  of  my  accusers,  and 
tfacnr  minds  cautioned  against  giving  too  easy  a 
credit  to  their  accusation;  when  they  found  my 
conversation  to  be  represented  as  most  loose  and 
infamous ;  my  mind  uninstructed  and  unwilling  to 
learn  ;  my  language,  with  regard  to  your  majesty 
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ind  tile  irbde  df  ycnir  «^  ftoiiily^  fimUgr'^im^ 
gpcctful  and  offeniive;  and  aH  mgr  inaHn€M»i«ld 
Imbits  (^  lift  moist  disgustmj^  I  fiiioiild  ba^tHalUm^ 
td  myself,  that  I  oc^uld  not  hare  beeii»  in  eharmbM} 
80  wlicAly  unknown  to  them^  but  that  they  aniil 
hard  observed  a  spiiit,  and  a  colouring  at  leasts  &l 
this  representation,  arlach  must  have  proved  nivdi 
more  against]  the  di^ositiott  atid  cluuraDter  itf  th# 
hiformers,  and  the  quality  of  their  hifermatiffli^ 
that!  against  the  person  who  was  the  object  of  tiknr 
eh«-ge.  But  when,  in  addition  to  all  this,  the-de^ 
ehoBtion  states,  that  I  had,  with  respect  to  my 
unfortunate  and  calamitous  separation  from  fall 
iQpyal  highness,  stated  Uiat  I  had  aeknowledged 
stiyseif  to  have  been  the  aggressor,  from  the  begin- 
ing,  and  myself  alone ;  and  when  it  ftirther  states^ 
that  if  any  other  woman  had  so  played  aiid  sported 
with  her  husband's  comfort  and  popularity,  ahi 
would  have  been  turned  out  of  his  houses  or  left 
alcdfte  in  it,  and  have  deservedly  forfeited  her  place 
in  society ;  and  further  still,  when  alleging  that  I 
had  once  been  desirous  of  procuring  a  separation 
firom  his  royal  highness,  and  had  pressed  fermer 
chancellors  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  it  flippant* 
ly  adds,  that  **  The  cbancellof  may  now  perhaps 
be  able  to  gnmt  her  request,"  the  malicious  object 
of  the  whole  must  surely  have  been  most^obvious. 
'^  For  supposing  these  facts  to  have  been  aU  true ; 
aopposing  this  infamous  and  Ubellous  descriptiw 


eftejF  <i(hi(mc>6er  bii  been  aotfaing  but  a  comnAmi 
fM/MiveptmrntaAion  of  avp  vices  and  my  iiifytafgi 
wnoM  itnot  have 't^ea  mtoml  to  have  asked  wbjt 
tisey  wwe  introduced  into»th&rdec]aratioa?  WfaaA 
cffisct  could  they  have  kad  i^n  the  charge  ol 
erime^  and  of  adultery^  which  it  was  intended  tei 
fistabHsh  ?  If  it^was  only  in  exeoutioo  of  a  puoM 
fid  doty,  which  a  sense  of  loyalty  ta  your  raejestji; 
and  obedience'  to  the  coRunanda  of  the  prinee^  of 
Wales  at  length  reluctantly  drew  front  themy 
why  att  this  malicious  >  acGompanimeiit  ?  ^'  Hie 
royal  faighiiess^'*  indeed  they  say,  *^  desired:  tibat 
they  w.ould  communicafte  the  whole  cbsumsteaicea 
o£  tbeir  acquaintance  wiithime^  firomtthe  day  the^jr 
finrt*  spoke  with  me  till  thapresent  tkne;  B^iaH 
detail  of  all  that  passed  during^  our-  acquaintance^? 
md  ^  how  they  became  known  to  me,  it  appew** 
ing  to  his  royal  highness,  from  the  representation 
of i  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Sussex,  that  his 
iQajest3r's  dearest  interests,  and  those  of  this  coun- 
try, were  very  deeply  interested  in  the  question/ 
and  that  he  particularly  ccmimanded  them  to  be 
very  circumstantial  in  their  detail  respecting  all 
they  might  know  relative  to  the  child  that  1  affect- 
od'  to  adopt. 

^'But  from  fiie  whole  of  this  it  is  sufficiently  ap^ 
parent,  that  the  particularity  of  this  detail  was ;  re* 
quired  by  his  royal  highness,  in  respect  of  matters 
oennected  with  that  question,  in  which  the  dearest 
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interests  of  your  majesty  and  this  country  were  in* 
Tolved :  and  not  of  circumstances  which  could  haTe 
no  bearing  on  those  interests.  If  it  had  been  tihere« 
fore  true^  as  I  most  solemnly  protest  it  is  not^  that 
I  had,  in  the  confidence  of  private  conTersation,  so 
&r  forgot  all  sense  of  decency,  loyalty,  and  grati- 
tude, as  to  have  expressed  myself  with  that  ^isre- 
iBpect  of  your  majesty  which  is  imputed  to  me  ;— 
If  I  had  been,  what  I  trust  those  who  have  lived 
with  me,  or  ever  have  partaken  of  my  society, 
woufld  not  confirm,  of  a  mind  so  uninformed  and 
uncultivated^  without  education  or  talents,  or  with- 
out any  desire  of  improving  myself,  incapable  of 
employment,  of  a  temper  so  furious  and  violent,  as 
altogether  to  form  a.chariEtcter  which  no  one  could 
bear  to  live  with,  who  had  the  means  of  living  else- 
where ; — ^What  possible  progress  would  all-  this 
make  towards  proving  that  I  was  guilty  of  adul- 
tery ?  These,  and  such  like  insinuations,  as  ialse 
as  they  are  malicious,  could  never  have  proved 
crime  in  me,  however  manifestly  they  might  -  dis- 
play the  malice  of  my  accusers. 

•*  Must  it  not,  then,  have  occurred  to  any  one, 
who  had  seen  the  whole  of  this  narrative,  if  the 
motive  of  my  accusers  was,  as  they  repres^t  it, 
merely  that  of  good  patriots,  of  attached  and  loyal 
subjects,  bound,  in  execution  of  a  painful  duty  im- 
posed upon  them  by  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
of  Wales,  to  disclose,  in  detail,  all  the  facts  whidi 
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m\4.  e»tfiklji«b  my  guilt.  ib«t  tl^^  i^wqgyfW^f'iiF 
aeve^  Wim)4  )i»v(|  mitde  A  fvwl  of  tJti^r  ^etaiV?  :^|i^ 

in«',<^  &lscjy  aU^utjiig  .to  hi»  ipy#l  Mgiuien 
mtftiilk^ntswhicif^could  belong-H^  nogeneroujsbQsopa^ 
biitineasuring  his  nature  by  th^r  pwp^  they  thought, 
VAifify  and  wickedly,  to  ixigratiatf  themselves  with 
lum,  ky  tbeing  the  instiruments  of  acpoxnplishing  my 
ruin  ;?*--ir,  aiming  at  depriving  me  of  my  rank  and 
stotioQ,  or  of  driving  me  from  \hU  country,  they 
determined  to  bring  forward  a  ^charge  of  treason 
against  me,  which,  though  .they  knew  in  their^ con- 
sciences it  was  false,  yet  they  might  hope  would  serve 
at  least  as  a  cover,  and  a  pretence,  for  such  an  im- 
putation upon  my  character,  as,  rendering  my  life 
intolerable  in  this  country,  might  drive  me  to  seek  a 
iiefuge  in  another ;  if,  the  better  to  effectuate  this 
purpose,  they  had  represented  all  my  misfortiji)j?s  as 
ir»y  faults,  and  my  faults  alone,  drawn  an  odiops  and 
di${9M$ting  pictui;c  of  me,  to  extinguish  every  senti- 
ment of  pity  and  compassion,  which,  in  the  genero- 
sity iflpt  only  of  your  majesty's  royal  bosom,  and  of 
tjic  members  of  your  royal  family,  but  of  all  the 
ii4ia\Htants  of  your  kingdom,  might  arise  to  com- 
miserate the  unfortunate  situation  of  a  stranger,  per- 
aecNrted  uijider  a  charge  originajting  in  their  malice  ;— 
fif,  for  this,  they  flung  out,  tjbatl  had. justly  forfeited 
^y-iStation  in  society,  and  tjiat  a  sep^*a4;ion  ftom  my 
husband  was  what  I  myself  had  once  wished,  and 
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what  the  diancellor  might  now  perhaps  proeure  ibr 
me;— -or  if,  in  short,  their  object  was  to  obtain  my 
condemnation  by  prejudice,  inflamed  by  falsehood, 
which  never  could  be  obtained  by  justice  informed 
by  truth,  then  the  whole  texture  of  the  declaration 
is  consistent,  and  it  is  well  contrived  and  executed 
for  its  purpose.  But  it  is  strange  that  its  purpose 
should,  have  escaped  the  detection  of  intelligent  and 
impartial  minds.  There  was  enough  at  least  to 
have  made  them  pause  before  they  gave  such  a  de- 
gree of  credit  to  informations  of  this  description, 
as  to  have  made  them  the  foundations  of  so  impor- 
tant and  decisive  a  step,  as  that  of  advising  them 
to  be  laid  before  your  majesty. 

**  And,  indeed,  such  seems  to  have  been  the  effect 
which  this  declaration  at  first  produced.  Because, 
if  it  had  been  believed,  the  only  thing  to  hive  been 
done  (according  to  the  judgment  of  the  commis- 
sioners,) would  have  been  to  have  laid  it  immediately 
before  your  majesty,  to  whom,  upon  every  principle 
of  duty,  the  communication  was  due.  But  the  decla- 
ration was  made  on  the  Sd  of  December,  in  the  last 
year,  and  the  communication  was  not  made  to  your 
majesty  till  the  very  end  of  May.  And  that  interval 
appears  to  have  been  employed  in  collecting  those 
other  additional  declarations  which  ace  referred  to 
in  the  report,  and  which  your  majesty  has  likewise 
been  pleased,  by  your  gracious  commands,  to  have 
communicated  to  me. 


^'  These  additionid  declarations  do  not,  I  submit^ 
appear  to  furnish  much  additional  reason  for  believ* 
ing  the  incredible  stwy.  They  were  taken,  indeed,** 
''  for  the  purpcfse,"  (for  they  are  so  described,  this 
is  the  title  which  is  prefixed  to  them  in  the  au- 
thentici  copies  with  which  I  have  been  furnished,) 
'^  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  the  statement  made 
^y  tedy  Douglas  of  the  circumstances  mentioned 
in  her  narrative,"  and  they  are  the  examinations  of 
two  persons,  who  appear  to  have  formerly  lived  in 
the  family  of  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  and  of 
several  servants  of  my  own ;  they  are  filled  with 
the  hearsay  details  of  other  servants*  declarations. 
And  one  of  them,  W.  Cole,  seems  to  have  been  ex* 
amined  over  and  over  again.  No  less  than  four  of 
his  examinations  are  given,  and  some  of  these 
evidently  refer  to  other  examinations  of  his,  which 
are  not  given  at  all. 

These,  I  submit  to  your  majesty,  are  rendered, 
bom  this  marked  circumstance,  particularly  unde- 
serving of  credit ;  because,  in  the  only  instance  in 
which  the  hearsay  statement,  related  to  one  servant, 
was  followed  by  the  examination  of  the  other,  who 
was  stated  to  have  made  it,  (I  mean  an  instance  in 
which  Cole  relates  what  he  had  heard  said  by  F. 
Lloyd)  F.  Lloyd  does  not  appear  to  have  said  any 
such  thing,  or  even  to  have  heard  what  she  is  by  him 
related  to  have  said,  and  she  relates  the  fact  that  she 
really  did  hear,  stripped  o£  all  the  particulars  with 
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wMi6h  Cold  htid  66l6tired  it,  iand  whlM  aUme  mtide 
it ih any degrcJie d^s^yvift^ fobe iJttehtion«d:  Besides 
this,  tbepai^is  of  the  child  iit'hichllB  ascribed  to  me 
h^  laay  Dduglas,  ai^  plsdilly  pointed  ottt^  and  a  c)u^ 
fe  afforded,  tfjr  whi6h,  if  fblldWed,  it  t^ould  have  beeft 
as  easy  to  hive  aiteertidlitiS  that  that  child  wm^  no 
child  of  niine,  (if  Jiidi^ed  it  6ver  hafd  been  sdribnsly 
believed  to  be  so)  ahd  to  httve  proved  whose  Ai)d 
it  was,  before  the  appoihtrnf^t  of  the  totrimlssidiliers^ 
asat  had  been  found  to  be  afterwards. 

"  So  far,  therefore,  from  concurring  with  the 
commissioners  in  approving  the  jidvice  under  wMdf- 
hi^  royal  highness  had  acted,  I  conceive  it  to  hw^ 
been  at  least  cruel  and  inc<)nsiderate,  to  btfVe^  aef^ 
vised  the  transmission  of  such  a  charjgfe  U^yotiti^^ 
jesty,  till  they  had  exhausted  A\  tfte^  ittMif#  tilrhfdb 
private  inquiry  could  have  aflford^d  Id  aicertdin-iti^ 
falsehood  or  its  truth. 

^  And  when  it  appears  that  it  WW  ftdt  ftoitight 
necessary,  trpon  the  fir^t  statement  (X  it^  as  tiM  a(DO»- 
missioners  seem  tdhafveimagined,f6rtfa^itft  to^tvams^ 
mit  to  your  majesty ;  but  it  wAs  retakied  ftjr  neiur 
Ax  montbst,  from  the  beginning  of  Decfewbtf#  tilt 
hear  the  end  of  May ;  ivhat  is  due  to  myself  obliges 
me  to  state,  that  if  there  hald  but  been,  in  that  in  • 
tef  val,  half  the  industry  employed  to^  Remove  sua* 
ptcions  which  t^as  exerted  to  raise  thetn,  there 
wtmld  never  tetve  existed!  ^  ni^e^sity  for  trbuUiiig 
f6vlt  majesty  with  this  charge  at  all.     I  b^g  to  he 


tMdeietXoad  as  itoptithig  this  861%  Mf  tb^  advim 
gitreti  ta  bii  royal  higbttens.  He  imiet^  ol' nedsBfltjTp 
have  left  the  detaat  and  the  cletennittatiiM  upcm*  f^is 
business  to  others.  And  it  is  evMeiit  to  nae«  fram 
i^hat  I  now  know,  that  his  royal  highness  Was  not 

■  m 

fairly  dealt  with ;  that  material  infonnatiml  was 
obtained^  to  disprove  part  of  the  ease  i^ainst  me, 
whidtr,  not  appearing  in  the  decIiEKrations  that  were 
transniitted  to  your  majesty,  I  conclude  was  iteter 
communicated  to  his  royal  highhess. 

'^  Feeling,  sire,  strongly,  that  I  have  much  to 
oomptain  of,  that  this  foul  charge  should  have  been 
so  readily  credited  to  my  great  prgudice,  as  to  have 
occasioned  that  advice  to  be  given  which  recom- 
mended the  transmission  of  it  to  your  majesty,  (who, 
onceftH*maIly  in  possession  of  it,  could  not  fail  to 
Subj^t  it  to  some  inquiry.)  I  have  dwelt,  perhaps, 
at  a  tedious  length,  in  disputmg  the  propriety  of 
the  commissioners'  judgment,  in  thus  approving 
the  course  which  was  pursued.  And,  looking  to 
the  event,  and  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it,  perhaps  I  have  reason  to  rejoice  that  the 
inquiry  has  taken  place.  For  if  three  years  con- 
cealment of  my  supposed  crime  could  not  impeach 
the  credit  of  my  accusers,  three  times  that  period 
might  perhaps  be  thought  to  have  left  that  credit 
still  unimpaired.  And,  had  the  false  charge  been 
delayed  till  death  had  taken  away  the  real  parents 
of  the  child,  which  lady  Douglas  charges  to  be 


mine ;  if  time  had  deprived  me  of  thoM  servants 
and  attendants  wUo  have  been  able  so  fiiUy  to  dis- 
fM>ve  the  fiM^t  of  my  alleged  pregnancy,  I  know  not 
where  I  could  have  found  the  means  of  disproving 
facts  and  charges,  so  falsely,  so  confidently,  and 
positively,  sw<»ii  to,  as  those  to  which  lady  Doug- 
las has  attested. 

*'  Following,  as  I  proposed,  the  course  taken  in 
the  report,  I  next  come  to  that  part  of  it  to  which 
unquestionably,  I  must  recur  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction ;  because  it  is  that  part  which  so  Qom- 
pletely  absolves  me  of  every  possible  suspicion, 
upon  the  two  material  charges  qf  pregnancy  and 
child-birth. 

**  The  commissioners  state  in  their  report,  that 
they  began  by  examining  ''on  oath  the  two  principal 
informants,  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  who  both 
positively  swore,  the  former  to  his  having  observed 
the  fact  of  pregnancy,  and  the  latter  to  all  the  impor- 
tant particulars  contained  in  her  former  declai^tion, 
and  above  referred  to.  *'  Their  examinations  are 
annexed  to  the  report,  and  are  circumstantial  and 
positive."  The  most  material  of  "  the  allegations 
into  the  truth  of  whicli  they  had  been  directed  to 
inquire,  being  thus  far  supported  by  the  oath  of 
the  parties  from  whom  they  had  proceeded,"  they 
state,  "  that  they  felt  it  their  duty  to  follow  up  the 
inquiry  by  the  examination  of  such  other  persons 
as  they  judged  best  able  to  afford  them  information. 


as  to  the  facts  in  question."  **  We  thought  it/*  they 
sfty,  ^  beyond  all  doubt,  that,  in  this  course  of  in- 
quiry,  many  particulars  must  be  learnt  which  would 
be  necessarily  conclusioe  on  the  truth  or  falsehood 
of  these  declarations.     So  many  persons  must  have 
been  witnesses  to  the  appearances  of  an  actual  ex- 
isting  pregnancy,   so  many  circumstances    must 
have  been  attendant  upon  a  real  delivery,  and  dif- 
culties  so  numerous  and  insurmountable  must  have 
been  involved  in  any  attempt  to  account  for  the 
infant  in  question,  as  the  child  of  another  woman, 
if  it  had  been  in  fact  the  child  of  the  princess ; 
that  we  entertained  a  full  and  confident  expecta- 
tion of  arriving  at  complete  proof,  either  in  the 
affirmative  or  negative,  on  this  part  of  the  subject.'* 
•*  This  expectation,"  they  proceeded  to  state,  "  was 
not  dissappointed.    We  are  happy  to  declare  to 
your  majesty  our  perfect  conviction  that  there  is 
no  foundation  whatever  for  believing  that  the  child 
now  with  the  princess  is  the  child  of  her  royal 
highness,  or  that  she  was  delivered  of  any  child  in 
the  year  180S ;  nor  has  any  thing  appeared  to  us 
which  would  warrant  the  belief  that  she  was  pr^- 
nant  in  that  year,  or  at  any  other  period  within  the 
compass  of  our  inquiries.*    They  then  proceed  to 
refer  to  the  circumstantial  evidence,  by  which  they 
state  that  it  was  proved  that  the  child  was,  beyond 
all  doubt,  bom  in  Brownlow-street  hospital,  on  11th 
July,  1802,  of  the  body  of  Sophia  Austin,  arid 
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jbffouglM;  to  my  house  in  the  ixKHith  of  Koyeoib^ 
ftjlowing,-^'^  Neither  should  we,"  they  add.  ^  be 
:more  w^tiAnted  in  eKprassing  any  4oubt  r^^ipeetiog 
tlie  alt^ged  pregnatii^  of  the  pdncefi^ip  a«  $(;at«4  ^ 
the  original  dedamtipiis ;  a  fact  so  fully  ^pntia- 
ilietjed«  and  by  so  loapy  im^itoesse^  to  wbon^if  .^run, 
it  must  in  various  ways  ha.ve  been  knowA^  tbat'wp 
ieimri^  think  it  en^tled  to  the  sjopAUost  v^eAiKf 
Tben«  after  stating  that  they  have  annes^ed  the  4^ 
positions  fnom  which  they  have  collected  ik^^ 
epinicHis,  they  add,--^^  iwe  humbly  offer  tp  your  f^- 
jesty  our  clear  and  unanimous  judgment  uponthienR, 
formed  on  full  deliberation^  and  pronounced  without 
hesitation,  ffa  the  resuk  of  the  whole  inquiry," 

*^  These  two  most  io^ortant  facts,  therefqp^ 
which  are  charged  against  me,  being  so  fully  itnd 
$litis^iEM:^rily  disposed  of,  by  the  unjSffji^^us  and 
clear  judgment  of  the  commissioners;  beii^  so 
fully  and  completely  disproved  by  the  ^F)d?i%^ 
which  the  oommissioners  collected,  I  might,  .per^ 
haps,  in  your  majesty's  judgment  appear  well  Jus- 
tified in  passing  them  by  without  any  observation 
of  mine. — ^But  though  the  observjations  which  J[ 
shall  make  shall  be  very  few,  yet  I  cannot  fprbear 
just  dwelling  upon  this  part  of  the  case  for  a  lew 
minutes ;  because,  if  I  do  not  much  deceive  myself, 
upon  every  principle  which  can  govern  thebu^nan 
jnind  in  the  investigation  i£  the  tiruth  pf  .^y 
ieharge,  the  iate  of  this  pait  ef  the  accusatiqn  99MS.t 
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have  decisive  weight  upon  the  determination  of 
the  remaindeF.  I. therefore  must,  beg  to  remark; 
that  sir  John  Douglas  swears  to  my  having  ap- 
peared, some  time  after  our  acquaintance  had  cpm- 
mencedy  to  be  with  child,  and  that  one  day  I 
leaned  on  the  sofa,  and  put  my  hand  upon  my  sto- 
mach, and  said,  "  sir  John,  I  shall  never  be  queen 
of  England;"  and  he  said,  "not  if  you  don't  de- 
serve,** and  I  seemed  angry  at  first. 

'*  This  conversation,  I  apprehend,  if  it  has  the 
least  relation  to  the  subject  on  which  sir  John  was 
examined,  must  be  given  for  the  purpose  of  insi-  « 
nuating  that  I  made  an  allusion  to  my  pregnancy, 
as  if  there  was  a  sort  of  understanding  between  him 
and  me  upon  the  subject,  and  that  he  made  me 
angry,  by  an  expression  which  implied,  that  what 
I  alluded  to  would  forfeit  my  right  to  be  queen  of 
England.  If  this  is  not  the  meaning  which  sir 
John  intends  to  be  annexed  to  this  conversation,  I 
am  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  he  can  in- 
tend to  convey.  Whether  at  any  time,  when  X 
may  have  felt  myself  unwell,  I  may  have  used  the 
expression,  which  he  here  imputes  to  me,  my  me- 
mory will  not  enable  me,  with  the  least  degree  of 
oertainty,  to  state.  The  words  themselves  seem  to 
me  to  be  perfectly  innocent ;  and  the  action  of  lay- 
ing my  hand  upon  my  breast,  if  occasioned  by  any 
sense  of  internal  pain  at  the  moment,  was  neither 

unnatural,  nor,  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  any  way 
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pmaurafale. . :  )But  that  I  could  ,bav^  us^  these 
}itord%  intending  to  convey  to  sic  Johii  jDpHgjM 
t^  maaoiiig  which  .  I .  suppose  hkn.  .to  insinuate, 
savpasse«(  a]l  human  credulity  to  believe.    I'oould 
iioty  however,  forbear  to  notice  this. passage.in.  sir 
John's  exdommtioxip  because  it  .mu^t  sery^to  .^- 
monstrale  to  your  majesty  how  word$/4a  th^in- 
selves  most  innocent,  are  endeavoured  to.  be;  tor* 
tured  by  being  brought  into  the  context  with .  his 
opinion  of  my  pregnancy*  to  convey  a  mejming 
most  contrary  to  that  which  I  could  by  possibility 
have  intended  .to  convey^  but  whi^h  it  was  i^ecesr 
^ary  that  he  should  impute  to  me,  to  give  the  belter 
colour  to  this  false  accusation. 
'    *'  As  to :  sir  John  Douglas,  however,   when  he 
swears   to  the  appearance^  of  my  pregqancy,  he 
possibly  might  be  only  mistaken.    Not  that  mis- 
take will  excuse  or  diminish  the  guilt  of  so  scanda^ 
lous  a  falsehood  upon  oath.    But  for  lady  Douglas 
there. cannot  be  even  such  an  excuse.  Independent 
i^f  all  tbo3e  extravagant  confessions  which  she  falsely 
represents  me  to  have  made,  she  slates,  upon  her 
own  observation  and  knowledge,  that  I  vfM  preg- 
nant in  the  year  1802.     Now,  in  the  habits  of  in- 
tercourse ^nd  intimacy  with  which  I  certsgnly  did 
live  with  her  at  that  time,,  she  could  not  be  mis- 
taken  as  to  that  fact     It  is  impossible,  therefore, 
ih4t  in  swearhig  positively.to  that  fact,  which  is  so 
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disproved,  8h^  c«ri  fail  tt>  apprt  V  fk0iyi5ur 
Mjfestyiblie  wilfully  wid  cleUh0ntel|r  lbrflNRorn< 

fM^lMtW^en  nn,  I  nm  well.BwiNra4hatr th«d who 
prefer  "he^  vtotd  to  -mlt)^  wilni^ 
^HfMiev^  het  VLpon  my^ibkre  dtoiaA;  fhen/fpovf 
KMpsi'iipbn  the  improbability  and  efktrayagaoe^ -qf 
fffe' supposed  cdhvenatibns  thenaselv^'  ,Tdn/liib9>M 
tHe''  factfif  df  pregnancy  and  delivery  whicft^c  aire 
^ito'red  tb  be  fclse'  iJ^  t^t  wdrd&  of  th6^  report^if*^  by 
«o*tbaMy'vHtness68;-''to^  'Whomi  if  tnie»<  Ihey  mudt 
iH- Varioite  \fays*'^httV^^ biWMi  knowni"- no  (letidn 
Ifvih]^  'can  dbiibt  ttiat ' thef  ciitiie  df  adultery i and 
tneason^ai^ptoved  by^'tbbsii^fiibtfli  has  beefi  atteoapted 
tb  be  fijted  upon  ihel  by  <fce  deliberate  wid :  m]fUl 

•  ■  - 

ftlkehodd^bf  this  rtiv  toO»t  forward  accuser*:  And 
^h'^W  it  ]ig  Once  ^aflWi«ied j  astit  isj ■  that  my  >  ppf^,- 
li^ncfy  alld'  delivery,  are  "idt  sir  John  and  fljidy 
!!>6xiyk$Vii1^teh«iflfl,  J.«b€Wl(J4magi^  mfiWtii- 

f^ssiok'df  a'  p¥e^n«ni[^  \rlticW  riiever  existedr :  i  ilty 
confession  of  a  delivery  which  neveif:  tookvpbmi; 
V)A(y  confession  of  h^!^ilg^<6UickIedtaidiild  which  I 
W^er  bbife,  Will  Ha¥%be  beUAvedlupbat^^ 
b^Ti^'^'testitnony.  -iThe^CfWit  of  i»dy  J)oftifi|l94 
tlBiprefore  being  ihtr^  ^derttt>y ^,  - 1 :  tnist  your  mh- 
j^iy  Will  think  thfiftl' ought  tb  ycbh>  to  anb\i'>«ri  tp 
any  ttiiWg  which  hcfrexanriinationi  may  con  tain,  |^5fc- 
cept  sb  far  las  there  may  appear  ta  be  any  addationail 
aftd  concurrent  evidence  to  support  it '  « 


^  This  brings  me  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  re- 
port, which  I  read,  I  do  assure  yoor  majesty,  with 
a  degree  of  astonishment  and  surprise  that  I  know 
not  how  to  express.  How  th^  oommissioners 
could  uprni  such  evidence^  from  such  witnesses, 
tipon  such  an  information,  and  in  sueh  an  ex  parte 
proceeding,  before  I  had  had  the  possibility  of  be- 
ing heard,  not  only  suffer  themselves  to  form  such 
an  opinion,  but  to  report  it  to  your  majesty,  with 
all  the  weight  and  authority  of  their  great  names, 
I  am  perfectly  at^a  loss  to  conceive.  Their  great 
official  and  judicial  occupations,  no  doubt,  pre- 
vented that  full  attention  to  the  subject  which  it 
required.  But  I  am  not  surely  without  just  grounds 
of  complaint,  if  they  proceeded  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  upon  my  character,  without  all  that  consi- 
deration and  attention  which  the  importance  of 
it  to  the  peace  of  your  majesty's  mind,  to  the 
honour  (^  your  royal  family,  and  the  reputation 
of  the  princess  of  Wales,  seem,  indispensably,  to 
havexlemanded. 

''  In  the  part  of  the  report  already  referred  to,  the  ^ 
particulars  of  the  charge,  exclusive  of  those  two 
important  facts,  which  have  been  so  satisfactorily 
disposed  of,  are,  as  I  have  already  observed,  vari- 
ously described  by  the  commissioners ;  as,  **  matters 
of  great  improprirty  and  indecency  of  behaviour  ;•  ^ 
as  "  other  particulars  in  themselves  extremely  sus- 
picious, and  still  more  so,  when  connected  with  the 
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assertions  already  mentioned  ;**  ihd  as  **  points  of 
the  same  nature,  though  going  to  a  inuch  less  ex- 
tent.** But  they  do  not  become  the  subject  of 
particular  attention  in  the  report,  till  after  the 
commissioners  had  concluded  that  part  of  it,  in 
which  they  give  so  decisive  an  opinion  against  the 
truth  of  the  charge  up<»i  the  two  material  facts. 
They  then  proceed  to  state — 

"That  they  cannot  close  their  report  there,** 
much  as  they  could  wish  it ;  that  besides  the  alle^ 
gations  of  the  pregnancy  and  delivery  of  the  prin- 
cess, those  declaralions  on  the  whole  of  which  your 
majesty  had  required  their  inquiry  and  report,  con- 
tain other  particulars  respecting  the  conduct  of 
her  royal  highness,  such  as  must,  especially  con- 
sidering her  exalted  rank  and  station,  necessarily 
give  occasion  to  very  unfavourable  interpretations. 
That  from  various  depositions  and  proofs  annexed 
to  their  report,  particularly  from  the  examination 
of  Robert  Bidgood,  W.  Cole,  F.  Lloyd,  and  Mrs. 
Lisle,  several  strong  circumstances  of  this  descrip- 
tion have  been  positively  sworn  to,  by  witnesses 
who  cannot,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commissioners, 
he  suspected  of  any  unfaxxmraJble  bias,  and  whose 
veracity,  in  this  kespect,  they  had  seen  no  ground 
to  question.''  They  then  state,,  that  "  on  the  pre- 
cise bearing  and  effect  of  the  facts  thus  appearing, 
it  is  not  for  them  to  decide,  these  they  submit  to 
your  majesty's  wisdom.     But  they  conceive  it  to 


be  their  duty  to- report  on  this  part  of  the  inquiry 
as^  distinctly  as  on  the  former  facts ;  that  as>  on  the 
one  hand,  tlie  facts  of  pregnancy  and  delivery  are, 
in  thein  mind^,  satisfactorily  dispraved,  so,  on.  the 
other  hand,  they  think.  /S^  tha  circumstances  to 
wkick  they  now  refer,  particularly  th4)se  stated,  to 
havepassedbetween  her  royal  highness  and  captain 
Manby,  must  he  credited,  nntil  they,  shall  recetM 
some  decisive  contradictionp  and  if  true,  are  jv^tly 
efftitled  to  the  most  serious  consideration*" 

"**  Your  majesty  will  not  fail,  to  obsen^e  that  the 
commisfliioners  have  entered  into  the  examination 
cX  this  part  of  the  case,  and:  have  reported  upon  it, 
not  merely  as  evidence  in  confirmation  of  the 
charges  of  pregnancy  and  delivery  which  they  have 

■ 

completely  negatived  and  disposed  of,  but  as  con- 
taining substantive  matters  of  charge  in  itsejf — 
That  they  consider  it,  indeed,  as  relating  to-ppiftts 
"  of  the  same  nature,  but  going  to  a  much  less  ex- 
tent,'* not,  therefore,  ajs^  constituting  actual  crime, 
but  as.  amounting  to  '*  improprieties  and  indecencies 
of  behaviour,  aggravated  by  the  exalteid  rank  which 
I  hold,"  as  ''.occasioning  un&vourable,  interpreta- 
tions," and  as  "  entitled  to  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration." And  when  they  also  state  that  it  is 
not  for  them  to  decide  on  their  precise  bearing  and 
e£fect,  I  think  lam  justified:  in  concluding  tliat 
they  could,  not  class  them  under  any  known  bead 
of  crime ;  as,  in  that  case,  upon  their  bearinj^  and 
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eflfect  they  would  have  he&ti  fiilly  eompeteni '4e 
have  pronounced. 

"  I  have,  to  a  degree,  already  stated  to  your 
maj^ty  the  nnprecedent^  hardship  to  which  I 
conceive  myself  to  have  been  exposed,  by  this  av 
parte  inquiry  into  the  decorum  of  my  private  con- 
duct I  have  already  stated  the  prejudice  done  to 
my  character,  by  this  recorded  censure,  from  which 
I  can  have  no  appeal ;  and  I  press  these  considera^ 
tions  no  further  upon  your  majesty,  at  present, 
than  to  point  out,  in  passing  this  part  of  the  report, 
the  just  foundation  which  it  ajBbrds  me  for  making 
the  complaint. 

**  Your  majesty  will  also,  I  am  persuaded,  not  fail 
t&  remark  the  strange  obscurity  and  reserve,  the 
mysterious  darkness,  with  which  the  report  here 
expresses  itself;  atid  every  one  must  feel  how  this 
aggravates  the  severity  and  cruelty  of  the  censure^ 
by  rendering  it  impossible,  distinctly  and  specifi- 
cally, to  meet  it.  The  commissioners  state,  indeed, 
that  some  things  are  proved  against  me,  which 
mutt  be  credited  till  they  shall  receive  a  decisve 
contradiction,  but  what  those  things  are  they  do 
not  state.  They  are  "  particulars  and  circum- 
stances which,  especially  considering  my  exalted 
rank,  must  give  occasion  to  the  most  unfavourable 
interpretations.  They  are  several  strong  circum- 
stances of  this  description,"  "  they  are,  if  true,, 
justly  deserv^in^   of  most  serious  consideration,^ 
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and  they  '^  mufit  be  credited  till  decidedly  contra- 
dieted.**  JRnt  what  are  these  circumstances  ?  What 
are  theae  deeds  without  a  name  ?  Was  there  ever 
a  chai)^  so:  framed?  Was  ever  any  one  put  to 
answer  any  charge,  and  decidedly  to  contradict  it, 
or  submit  ^to  have  it  credited  against  him,  which 
was  conceived  in  such  terms  without  the  means  of 
ascertaining  what  these  things  are,  except  as  con- 
jectmre  may  enable  me  to  surmise,  to  what  parts  of 
the  examinajtions  of  the  four  witnesses  on  whom 
they  particularly  rely,  they  attiach  the  importance 
and  the  weight  which  seem  to  them  to  justify 
these  dark  and  ambiguous  censures  on  my  conduct  ? 
But  such  as  they  are,  and  whatever  they  may  be, 
they  must,  your  majesty  is  told,  be  credited,  unless 
they  are  decidedly  contradicted. 

"  Circumstances  respecting  captain  Manby,  in- 
deed, are  particularized;  but  referring  to  the  de- 
positions which  apply  to  him,  they  contain  much 
matter  of  opinion,  of  hearsay,  of  suspicion.  Are 
these  hearsays,  are  these  opinions,  are  these  suspicir 
ons,  and  conjectures  of  these  witnesses,  to  b^  believ 
ed  against  me,  unless  decidedly  contradicted? 
How  can  I  decidedly  contradict  another  person's 
opinion  ?  I  may  reason  against  its  justice,  but  how 
can  I  contradict  it  ?  Or  how  can  I  decidedly  con- 
tradict any  thing  which  is  not  precisely  specified, 
nor  distinctly  Known  to  me  ? 

*•  Your  majesty  will  also  observe  that  the  report 
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states  that  it  is  not  for  the  commissioners  to  decide 
upon  the  bearing  and  efiect  of  these  facts;  these 
are  left  for  your  majesty's  decision;  But  the^  add, 
that  if  true,  they  are  justly  entitled  to  the  most  se- 
rious consideration.  I  cannot,  sire,  Jbut  ooUect 
fix>m  these  passages  an  intimation  that  some  fur- 
ther proceedings  may  be  meditated*  And,  per- 
haps, if  I  acted  with  perfect  prudence,  seeing  how 
much  reason  I  have  to  fi^&r,  from  the  fabrications 
of  £)Isehood,  I  ought  to  nave  waited  till  I  knew 
what  course,  civil  or  criminal,  your  majesty  might 
be  advised  to  pursue  before  I  offered  any  obtiervt- 
tions  or  answer.  To  this  alternative,  however,  I 
am  driven.  I  must  either  remain  silent,  and  re- 
serve my  defence,  leaving  the  imputation  to  ope- 
rate most  injuriously  and  fatally  to  my  character; 
or  I  must,  by  entering  into  a  defence  agsdnst  so 
es^tended  a  charge,  expose  myself,  with  much 
greater  hazard,  to  any  future  attacks.  Biit  the 
fear  of  possible  danger  to  ^ise  from  the  perverted 
interpretation  of  my  answer,  cannot  induce  me  to 
acquiesce  under  the  certam  mischief  of  the  unjust 
censure  and  judgment  which  stands  against  me,  as 
it  were^  recorded  in  this  report.  I  shall,  therefcwe, 
at  whatever  hazard,  proceed  to  submit  to  your 
maj^ty,  in  whose  justice  I  have  the  most  satisfac- 
tory reliance,  my  answer  and  my  observations  up- 
^  on  this  part  of  the  case. 

^' And  here,  sire,  I  cannot  forbear  again  presuming 
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to  state  to  your  majesty,  that  it  is  not  a  little  hard» 
that  the  commissioners  (who  state  in  the  beginning 
of  their  report,  that  certain  particulars,  in  them- 
selves extremely  suspicious,  were,  in  the  judg- 
ment which  they  had  formed  upon  them,  before 
they  entered  into  the  particulars  of  the  inquiry, 
rendered  still  more  suspicious  from  being  connect- 
ed with  the  assertion  of  pregnancy  and  delivery,) 
should  have  made  no  observation  upon  the  degree 
in  which  that  suspicion  must  be  proportionably 
abated^  when  those  assertions  of  pregnancy  and  de- 
liveSry  havi^  been  completely  falsified  and  disprov- 
ed ;  that  they  should  make  no  [^remark  upon  the 
fact,  that  all  the  witnesses,  (with  the  exception  of 
Mrs.  Lisle,)  on  whom  they  specifically  rely,  were 
every  one  of  them  brought  forward  by  the  prin- 
cipal informers,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
false' statement  of  lady  Douglas;  that  they  are  the 
witnesses,  therefore,  of  persons  whom,  after  the 
complete  falsification  of  their  charge,  I  am  justifi- 
ed in  describing  as  conspirators  who  have  been  de- 
tected  in  supporting  their  conspiracy  by  their  own 
perjury.  And  surely  where  a  conspiracy,  to  fix  a 
charge  upon  an  individual,  has  been  plainly  de- 
tected, the  witnesses  of  those  who  have  been  so 
detected  in  that  conspiracy, — witnesses  that  are 
brought  forward  to  support  this  false  charge, — 
cannot  stand  otherwise  than  considerably  affected 
in  their  credit,  by  their  connection  with  those  who 
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ire  detected  in  that  conspiracy.  But  instead  of 
pointing  out  this  circumstance,  as  calling,  at  least, 
for  some  degree  of  caution  and  reserve^  in  consider- 
ing the  testimony  of  these  witnesses,  the  report^ 
on  the  contrary,  holds  them  up  as  worthy  of  par- 
ticular credit,'  as  witnesses,  who,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  commissioners,  cannot  be  suspected  of  un- 
favourable bias;  whose  veracity,  in  that  respect, 
they  have  seen  no  ground  to  question ",  and  who 
mutt  be  credited  till  they  receive  some  decided 
contradiction. 

'•  Now,  sire,  I  feel  the  fullest  confidence  that  I 
shall  prove  to  your  majesty's  most  perfect  satisfac* 
tion,  that  all  of  these  [witnesses  (of  course  1  [still 
exclude  Mrs.  Lisle)  are  under  the  influence,,  and 
exhibit  the  symptoms  of  the  most  unfavourable 
bias ; — that  their  veracity  is  in  every  respect  to  be 
doubted ; — and  that  they  cannot,  by  any  candid 
and  attentive  mind,  be  deemed  worthy  of  the  least 
degree  of  credit  upon  this  charge,  your  majesty  will 
easily  conceive  how  great  my  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment must  have  been  at  this  part  o^  the  report. 
I  am,  indeed,  a  little  at  a  loss  to  know,  whether  J 
understand  the  passage,  which  I  have  cited  from 
the  report :  "  The  witnesses,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  commissioners,  are  not  to  be  suspected  of  un- 
favourable bias,  and  their  veracity  in  that  respect 
they  have  seen  no  reason  to  question.**  What  is 
meant  by  their  having  seen  no  reason  to  suspect 
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their  veracity  in  that  respect  ?  Do  they  mean  what 
the  qualification  seems  to  imply,  that  they  have 
seen  reason  to  question  it  in  other  respects  ?  Is  it 
meant  to  be  insinuated  that  they  saw  reason  to 
question  their  veracity,  not  in  respect  of  an  unfa- 
vourable bias,  but  of  a  bias  in  my  favour ;  I  cannot 
impute  to  them  such  an  insinuation,  because  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  commissioners  would  never  have 
intended  to  insinuate  any  thing  so  directly  contrary 
to  the  truth. 

"  The  witnesses  specifically  pointed  out,  as  thus 
particularly  deserving  of  credit,  are  W.  Cole,  R. 
Bidgood,  P  Lloyd,  and  Mrs.  Lisle.  With  respect 
t6  Mrs.  Lisle,  I  trust  your  majesty  will  permit  me 
to  make  my  observations  upon  her  examination, 
as  distinctly  and  separately  as  I  possibly  can,  from 
the  others.  Because,  as  I  ever  hac?,  and  have  now 
as  much  as  ever,  the  most  perfect  respect  for  Mrs 
Lisle,  I  would  avoid  the  possibility  of  having  it 
it  imagined  that  such  observations  as  1  shall  Mt 
under  the  absolute  necessity  of  making  upon  the 
other  \Yitnesses,  could  be  intended  in  any  degree  to 
be  applied  to  her. 

"  With  respect  to  Cole,  Bidgood,  and  Lloyd,  they 
have  all  lived  in  their  places  for  a  long  time ;  they 
had  lived  with  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales  before  he  married,  and  were  appointed  by 
him  to  situations  above  me;  Cole  and  Lloyd  im- 
i27ediately  upon  my  marriage,  and  Bidgood  veiy 


shorily  aftarwards.     I  know  not  whether  from  this 
drcumstatice  they  may  consider  consider  ihemsdlTes 
as  not  owing  that  undivided  duty  and  regard  to 
me,  which  servants  of  my  own  appointment  might 
possibly  have  felt ;  but  if  I  knew  nothing  more  of 
them  tlian  that  they  had  consented  to  be  voluntarily 
examined,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  state- 
ment of  lady  Douglas  on  a  charge  so  deeply  affect- 
ing my  honour,  without  communicating  to  me  the 
fact  of  such  examination,  your  majesty  would  not» 
I  am  sure,  be  surprized  to  find,  that  I  saw,  in  that 
circumstance  alone,  sufficient  to  raise  some  sus- 
picions of  an  unfavourable  bias.     But  when  I  find 
Cole,  particularly,  submitting  to  this  secret  and 
and  voluntary  examination  against   me,   no  less 
than  fimr  times,  and  when  I  found,  during  the 
pendency  of  this  inquiry  before  the  commissioners, 
that  one  of  them,  R.  Bidgood,  was  so  far  connected, 
and  in  league,  with  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  as 
to  have  communication  with  the  latter,  I  thought 
I  saw  the  proof  of  such  decided  hostility  and  con- 
federacy against  me,  that  I  felt  obliged  to  order  the 
discontinuance  of  his  attendance  at  my  house  till 
further  orders.     Of  the  real  bias  of  their  minds, 
however,  with  respect  to  me,  your  majesty  will  be 
better  able  to  judge  from  the  consideration  of  their 
evidence. 

*'  The  imputations  which  I  collect  to  be  con- 
sidered as  cast  upon  me,  by  these  several  witnesses, 
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are  too  great  familiarity  and  intlqiacy  with^se'raral 
gentlemen^ — sir  Sidney  Smithy  Mr.  Lawrence, 
captain  Manby^  and  I  know  not  whether  the  same 
are  not  meant  to  be  extended  to  lord  Hood,  Mr. 
Chester,  and  captain  Moore. 

"With  your  majesty's  permission,  therefore,  I 
will  examine  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses,  as 
they  respect  these  several  gentlemen,  in  tlieir  oKler, 
keeping  the  evidence  which  is  applicable  to  each 
case,  as  distinct  from  the  others  as  I  can. 

"  And  I  will  begin  with  those  which  respect  sir 
Sidney  Smith,  as  he  is  the  person  first  mentioned 
in  the  deposition  of  W.  Cole. 

"W.  Cole  says,  "thafsir  Sidney  Smith  first 
visited  at  Montague-house  in  1802;  that  he  ob- 
served that  the  princess  was  too  familiar  with  sir 
Sidney  Smith.  One  day,  he  thinks  in  February, 
he  (Cole)  carried  into  the  blue  room  to  the  princess 
some  sandwiches  which  she  had  ordered,  and  was 
surprised  to  see  that  sir  Sidney  was  there.  He 
must  have  come  in  from  the  park.  If  he  had  been 
let  in  from  Black  heath  he  must  have  passed  through 
the  room  in  which  he  (Cole)  was  waiting.  When 
he  had  left  the  sandwiches,  he  returned  atlter  some 
time,  into  the  room,  and  sir  Sidney  Smith  was 
sitting  very  close  to  the  princess  on  the  sofa ;  he 
(Cole)  looked  at  her  royal  highness,  she  caught  his 
eye,  and  saw  that  he  noticed  the  manner  in  which 
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they  were  sitting  together ;  they  appeared  both  a 
httfe  Qonfused." 

'*.K.  Bidgood  says  also,  in  his  deposition  on  the 
6th  of  June,  (for  he  was  examined  twice)  "  that  it 
was  early  in  1802  that  he  first  observed  sir  Sidney 
Smith  come  to  Montague  house.  He  used  to  stay- 
very  late  at  night ;  he  had  seen  him  early  in  the 
morning  there ;  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock.  He 
wa»  at  sir  John  Douglas's,  and  was  in  the  habit,  as 
well  as  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas  of  dining  or' 
having  luncheon,  or  tupping  there  every  day.  He 
saw  sir  Sidney  Smith  one  day  in  180S  in  the  blue 
room,  about  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  which  was 
full  two  hours  before  they  expected  ever  to  see  com- 
pany; He  asked  the  servants  why  they  did  not  let 
bim  know  sir  Sidney  Smith  was  thelre ;  the  footmen 
told  him  that  they  had  let  no  person  in.  There  was 
a  private  door  to  the  park,  by  which  he  might  have 
come  in  if  he  had  a  key  to  it,  and  have  got  into  the 
blue  room  -without  any  of  the  servants  perceiving 
bim.  And  in  his  second  deposition,  taken  on  the 
Sdof  July,  he  says  he  lived  at  Montague  house 
when  sir  Sidney  came.  Her  (the  princess)  manner 
with  him  appeared  very  familiar;  she  appeared  very 
attentive  to  him,  but  he  did  not  suspect  any  thing 
further,  Mrs.  Lisle  says  that  the  princess  at  one 
time  appeared  to  like  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas. 
"  I  have  seen  sir  Sidney  Smith  there  very  late  in 
the  evening,  but  not  alone  with  the  princess.    I 
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have  no  reason  to  suspect  he  had  a  key  of  the  park 
gate:  I  never  heard  of  any  body  being  found 
wandering  about  at  Blackheath.** 

••Fanny  Lloyd  does  not  mention  sir  Sidney 
Smith  in  her  deposition. 

•*  Upon  the  whole  of  this  evidence  then,  ;whidi 
18  the  whole  that  respects  sir  Sidney  Smith,  in  any 
of  these  depositions  (except  some  particular  passages 
in  Cole's  evidence,  which  are  so  important  as  to 
require  very  particular  and  distinct  statement)  I 
would  request  your  majesty  to  understand,  that, 
with  respect  to  the  fact  of  sir  Sidney  Smith's  visit- 
ing frequently  at  Montague  house,  both  with  sir 
John  and  lady  Douglas,  and  without  them ;  with 
respect  to  his  being  frequently  there  at  luncheon, 
dinner,  and  supper ;   and  staying  with  the  rest  of 
the  company  till  twelve,  one  o'clock,  or  even  isome- 
times  later,  if  these  are  some  of  the  facts  **  which 
must  give  occasion  to  unfavourable  interpretati<Mis, 
and  must  be  credited  till  they  are  contradicted;" 
they  are  facts  which  I  never  can  contradict, .  for 
they  are  perfectly  true.     And  I  trust  it  will  imply 
the  confession  of  no  guilt  to  admit  that  sir*  Sidney 
Smith's  conversation,  his  account  of  the  various 
and  extraordinary  events,  and  heroic  achievements 
in  which  he  had  been  concerned,  amused  and  inter- 
ested me ;    and  the  circumstance  of  his  living  so 
much  with  his  friends,  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas, 
in  my  neighbourhood  on  Blackheath,  gave  the  op- 


portufiity  of  his  increasing  his  aoquaintanoe  with 
me. 

«*  It  happened  also  that  about  this  iimt  I  fitted 
up,  aa  your  majesty  may  hdfte  ob«erved^  one  of  the 
rooms  in  my  house  after  the  fashion  of  a  TtiAiish 
tent.  Sir  Sidney  fumiahed  tne  with  a  pattern  for 
i^  in  a  drawing  of  the  tent  of  Murat  Bey^  which 
he  had  brought  over  with  him  from  £gypt.  And 
he  taught  me  how  lo  draw  Egyptian  Arabesques^ 
t^hicfa  were  necessary  for  the  ornaments  of  the 
ciding ;  this^  ttiay  have  occasioned,  while  that  room 
was  fitting  up,  seteral  visita,  and  possibly  sotne, 
though  I  dot  tecollect  them,  as  early  in  the  mom* 
ing  aa  Mr.  Bidgood  meiitiona.  I  believe  also  that 
it  fias  happened  more  than  once,  that  walking 
with  my  ladies  in  the  patrfc,  we  have  met  sir  Sidney 
Smith,  and  that  he  has  come  in  with  us  through 
the  gate  firom  the  park.  My  ladies  may  have  gone 
up  to  take  off  their  cloaks,  or  to  dress,  and  have 
lef|  me  alone  with  him :  and,  at  some  one  of 
these  times,  it  may  very  possibly  have  happened 
theft  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr«  Bidgood  may  have  seen 
him,  when  he  has  not  come  through  the  waiting- 
room,  nor  been  let  in  by  any  of  the  footmen.  But 
I  [solemnly  declare  to  your  majesty,  that  I  have 
not  the  least  idea  or  belief  that  he  ever  had  a  key 
of  the  gate  into  the  park,  or  that  he  ever  enter- 
ed in  or  passed  out  at  that  gate,  except  in  com- 
pany with  myself  and  my  ladies.     Aa  for  the  cir- 
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cumstance  of .  my  permitting  him  to  be :  in « t]^ 
room  alone  with  me;  if  suffering  a  man  to  be,.^ 
alone  isf  evidence  of  guilty  from  whence  the  com- 
missiioners  can  draw  any  unfavourable  inference,.  I 
must  leave  them  to  draw  it.  For;  I  cannot  deny 
that  it  has  happened,  and  happened  frequently  ;  fiot 
only  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  but  with  many,  mony 
others;  gentlemen  who  have  visited  me ;  trades*-' 
men  who  have  come  to  receive  my  orders  ;'[masters 
whom  I  have  had  to  instruct  me  in  painting/  in 
music,  in  English,  &;c:  that  I  have  received  them 
without  any  one  being  by.  In  short,  I;  trust  I 
am  not  confessing  a  crime,  for  unquestioni^hly  it. 
is  a  truth,  that  I  never  had  an  idea  that  there 
was  '  any  thing  wrong  or  objectionaUe .  in  t)ius 
seeing  men' in  the  morning,  and  I  confidently^be- 
lieve  your  majesty  will  see  nothing  ir^.iijt,ri^m 
which  any  guilt  can  be  inferred./  ](  .fe|;L-certeiii 
that  .'there  is  nothing  immbr^fl  in  the  thing  .if;is^lf; 
and  I  have  always  understood  that  it  wasjperfpcflj. 
customary  and' usual  for  ladies  of  the  fir$t  rank 
and  the  first  character  in  the  country,  to  rec^ve 
the  visits  of  gentlemen  in  a  morning,  though /tjiiey, 
itiight  be  themselves  alone  at  the  tingie.  ;  But  ifnin 
the  opinions  and  fashions  of  this  cojuutry, .  there, 
should  be  more  impropriety  ascribed  tpjit.^^hai^ 
what  it  ever  entered  into  my  mind  to  conceive,  1 
hope  your  majesty,  and  pvery  candid  mind,  will 
make  allowance   for  the  different  notions  Vvhich 


my  foreign  education  and  foreign  halnti  iixiay  .havii 
given  nie.  -^ 

'^  Biit  whaterer.  character  may  belong  to  this  prac^ 
tice^  it  is  not  a  practice  which  commenced  after  fny: 
leaving  CSarlton  house.  While  there,  and  from  nly- 
first- arrival  in  this  country,  I:  was  accu^toined,  wf|t^ 
the  knbwl^ge  of  his  royal  highness  the .  pnifc^  qC 
Wale^'and  without  his  ever  :having  hinted,  to; jti^ef 
th6;8fightest  disapprobation,  to  receive  lesdpns;  Aioti) 
varidus  master3»  for  my  amusement  and  improve- 
ment;.! was '  attended  by  them  frequently  from 
twelve  o'clock  till  five  in  the  afternoon  ;^--»Mr;'  A't- 
wood  for  musics  Mr.  Geflhdiere  for  English,  Mr. 
Tour&onelli  for  painting,  Mr.  Tutoye  for  imitat- 
ing marble^  Mr.  Elwes  for  the  harp.  I  saw  them 
all  alone ;  and,  indeed,  if  I  were  to  see  them  at  iall, 
I  could  do  no  otherwise  than  see  them  alone.  Mist 
Garth,  who  was  then  sub^goyemess  to  my  daugh- 
ter, lived  certainly  under  the  jfMe  roof  with  me, 
but  she  could  not  be  spared  from  her  duty  and  at-, 
tendance  on  [my  daughter.  I  desired  her  some- 
times to  come  down  stairs,  and  read  to  me,  during 
the  time  when  I  drew  or  painted,  but  ray  lord 
Cholmondely  informed  me  this  could  not  be.  I 
then  requested  that  I  might  have  one  of  my  bed- 
chamber women  to  live  constantly  at  Carlton  house, 
that  I  might  have  her  at  call  whenever  I  wanted 
her ;  but  1  was  answered  that  it  was  not  custom- 
ary, that  the  attendants  of  the  royal  family  should 
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live  with  them  in  ^wn ;  so  that  nc|ue6t  (xadd  Qot. 
be  complied  with.  But,  independent  of  this, '| 
never  ccncdyed  that  it  was  offimsive  to  the  fasfaabns 
and  manners  of  the  country  to  receive  gentlemen 
who  might  call  upon  me  in  a  mornings  whether  I 
had  or  had  not  any  one  with  me';  and  it  never  oc- 
curred to  me  to  think  that  there  was  flitber  impvo* 
jjnriety  or  indecorum  in  it»  at  that  time,  nor  in  oon* 
tinning  the  practice  at  Montagu^  house,  l^t  this 
haa  been  confined  to  moraiqg  vi4t%  in  no  private 
apartments  i|i  my  house,  but  in  my  drawing-jeom, 
w^bere  my  ladies  have  at  all  times  Aee  access,  and  as 
they  usually^  take  their  kinoheon  witk  m^  except 
when  they  are  engaged^  with  visiters  or  pursuits  of 
th^F  own,  it  coqld  but  rarely  occur  that  1  could 
be  left  with  any  gentleman  ajbne  for  any  length  of 
time,  unless  there  weve  something,  in  the  known 
and  avowed  business,  which  might  occasion  his 
waiting  upon  me,  iliat  would  &lly  account  ibr  the 
circumsta.noe. 

^  I  trust  your  majesty  will  excuse  the  length  at 
which  1  have  dwelt  upon  this  topic.  I  perceived, 
from  the  examinations,  that  it  had  been  much  in^ 
quired  after,  and  I  felt  it  necessary  to  represent  it 
in  its  true  light.  And  the  candour  of  your  ma- 
jesty's mind  will,  I  am  confident,  suggest  that 
those  wlio  are  the  least  conscious  of  intending  guilt 
are  the  least  suspicious  of  having  it  imputed  to 
^em :   $nd  therefore  that  they  do  not  think  it 


eemir]^  to  guard  themselves  at  ever^  tuni,  with 
ivitnesses  to  prove  their  innocence,  fancying  their 
character  to*be  safe,  as  long  as  their  conduct  is  in- 
nocent, and  that  guilt  will  not  be  imputed  to  them 
from  actions  quite  different. 

"  The  deposition,  however,  of  Mr.  Cole,  is  not 
confined  to  my  being  alone  with  sir  Sidney  Smith. 
The  circumstances  in  which  he  observed  us  to* 
gether  he  particularizes,  and  states  his  opinion. 
He  introduces,  indeed  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
by  saying  that  I  was  too  familiar  with  sir  Sidney 
Smith ;  but  as  I  trust  I  am  not  yet  so  far  degraded 
as  to  have  my  character  decided  by  the  opinion  oi 
Mr.  Cole,  I  shall  not  comment  upon  that  observa- 
tion. He  then  prociefeds  to  describe  the  scene 
which  he  observed  on  the  day  when  he  brought  in 
the  sandwiches,  which  I  trust  your  majesty  did 
not  fail  to  notice,  /  had  myself  ordered  to  he  brought 
in.  For  there  is  an  obvious  insinuation  that  sir 
Sidney  must  have  come  in  through  the  park^  and 
that  there  was  great  impropriety  in  his  being  alone 
with  me.  And  at  least  the  witness's  own  story 
proves,  whatever  impropriety  there  might  be  in 
this  circumstance,  that  I  was  not  conscious  of  it^ 
iior  meant  to  take  advantage  of  his  clandestine 
entry  from  the  park,  to  conceal  the  fact  from  my 
servant's  observation.  For  if  I  had  had  such  cmi- 
sciousness,  or  such  meaning,  I  never  could  have 
ordered  sandwiches  to  have  been. brought  in,  or 
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aoy  otbec  act  to  have  been  done  which  must  have 
fairoughi  myself  under  the  notice  of  my  servants, 
while.I.coqtinued  in  a  situation  which  I  thought 
improper  and  wished  to  conceal.    A^^y  ^^  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  visit,  to  which  this  part  of  the 
deposition  refers,  my  memory  doe^<  not  enable  me 
ifi^  the  least  degree*  to  particularize  and  recal. .  Mn 
Cple  may  have  seen  me  sitting  on  the  same  so& 
.with  sir  Sidney  Smith.  .  Nay,  I  have  no  doubt  he 
inust.have  seen  me  oyer  and  over  again^  not  .only 
witH:$ir  Sidney  Smith,  but  with  other  gentlenxen. 
sitting  upon  the  same  sofa ;    and  I  trust  your  ,ina^ 
jesty  will  feel  it  the  hardest  thing  imaginable,  that 
I  should  be  called  upon  to  account  what  corner  p^ 
a  spfa  I  sat  upon  four  years  ago,  and  how  close,  sir 
Sidney  ^mith  was  sitting  to  me.      I   can  .  only 
solemnly  ayer  to  your  majesty,  that  my  conscience 
supplies  me  with  the  fullest  means  of  confidently 
assuring  you,  that  I  never  permitted  ^ir  Sidney 
Smith  to  sit  on  any  sofa  with  me  in  any  manner, 
which  in  my  own  judgment  was  in  the  slightest 
degree  offensive  to  the  strictest  propriety  and.  de- 
corum. In  the  judgment  of  many  persons,  perhaps, 
a  princess  of  Wales  should  at  no  time  forget  the 
elevation  of  her  rank,  or  descend  in  any  degree  to 
the  familiarities  and  intimacies  of   private   life. 
Under  any  circumstances,  this  would  be  a  hard 
condition  to  be  annexed  to  her  situation.     Under 
the  circumstances,  in  which  it  has  been  my  mis- 
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*^^/  fintune  to  have  lost  the  necessary  support  to  the 
*'^/  dignity  and  station  of  a  princess  of  Wales,  to  hav^ 
'"^j  assumed  and  maintained  an  unbending  dignity 
*^"  would  have  been  impossible,  and,  if  possible.  Could 

^^  hardly  have  been  expected  from  me. 

^^  "  After  these  observations,  sire,  I  must  now  te^ 

quest  your  majesty's  attention  to  those  written  de- 
clarations which  are  mentioned  in  the  report,  and 
which  1  shall  never  be  able  sufficiently  to  thank 
your  majesty  for  having  condescended,  in  compli- 
ance with  my  earnest  request,  to  order  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  me.  From  observations  upon  those  de- 
clarations themselves,  as  well  as  upon  comparing 
them  with  the  depositions  made  before  the  com- 
missioners, your  majesty  will  see  the  strongest 
reason  for  discrediting  the  testimony  of  W.  Cole, 
as  well  as  others  of  these  witnesses  whose  credit 
stands,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  so  un- 
impeachable. They  supply  important  observation)^ 
even  with  respect  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Cole's  evi- 
dence which  I  am  now  considering,  though  in  no 
degree  equal  in  importance  to  those  which  I  shall 
afterwards  have  occasion  to  notice. 

"  Your  majesty  will  please  to  observe,  that  there 
are  no  less  than  four  different  examinations  or  de- 
clarations of  Mr.  Cole.  They  are  dated  on  the 
lltli,  14th,  and  80tb  of  January,  and  on  23d  of 
February.  In  these  four  different  declarations  he 
twice  mentions  the  circumstance  of  finding  sir 
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Sidney  Smitfa  and  mysdf  on  the  sofa#  And  be  ment 
tions  it  not  only  in  a  different  manner,  at  eaeh  of 
ihoM  times,  but  at  both  of  them  in  a  ilianner  whkh 
matierially  ttiffers  from  his  deposition  before  the 
commissioners.  In  his  declaration  on  the  lltb  of 
January,  he  says,  that  he  found  us  in  ^o  familiar 
a  posture,  a»  to  cdarm  him  very  much,  which  he 
expressed  by  a  start  b&cf:  and  a  look  at  the  gentle^ 
man. 

••In  that  dated  on  23d  of  February,  however, 
(being  asked,  I  suppose  as  to  that  which  he  had: 
dared  to  assert,  of  the  fimiiliar  postui*e  whidi  had 
atwrmed  him  so  mudi,)  he  says,  **  there  was  Tioilmi^ 
particular  in  our  dress,  pantkm  of  legs  or  arin^ 
that  was  eictrtiordinary ;    he  thought  it  improper 
that  a  sifngle  gentleman  should  be  sitting  quite 
dbae  to  a  married  lady  on  the  sofa,  and  frotti  tkat 
situation,  and. farmer  observations,  he  thought'  the 
thing  improper.    In  this  second  account,  tfaerefiove^ 
your  majesty  perceives  he  was  obliged  to  bring  m 
his  former  observation  to  help  out  the  statement, 
in  order  to  account  for  his  having  been  so  shocked 
with  what  he  saw,  as  to  expresahis  alarm  by  "  start- 
ing back."     But  unfortunately  he  accounts  for  it, 
as  it  seems  to  me  at  least,  by  the  very  circumstance 
which  would  have  induced  him  to  have  been  less 
surprised,  and  consequently  less  startled  by  what 
he  saw ;  for  had  his  former  observations  been  such 
as  he  insinuates,  he  would  have  been  prepared  the 
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more  to  expect,  and  the  less  to  be  surprised  at^  what 
he  pretends  to  have  seen. 

'*  But  your  majesty  will  observe,  that  in  His  de- 
position    before  the  commissioners,    (recolIectil]|^ 

perhaps  how  awkwardly  he  bad  aQpounted  for  his 

» 

starting  in  his  former  declaration,)  he  drops  his 
starting  altogether.  Instead  of.  looking  at  the 
gentleman  only,  he  looked  at  us  both,  that  I  caujg^ht 
his  eye,  and  saw  that  he  noticed  the  manner  in 
which  we  were  sitting,  and  instead  of  his  own 
starting,  or  any  description  of  the  manner  in  which 
he  exhibited  his  own  feelings,  we  are  represented 
as  both  appearing  a  little  confused.  Our  cori/usion 
is  a  circumstance,  which,  during  his  four  declara- 
tions, which  he  made  before  the  appointment  of 
the  commission,ers,  it  never  once  occurred  to  him 
to  recollect.  And  now  he  does  recollect  it,  we  ap- 
peared, he  says,  "  a  little  confused.** — A  little  cbn- 
fused  ? — The  princess  of  Wales  detected  in  a  situa- 
tion such  as  to  shock  and  alarm  her  servant,  and 
so  detected  as  to  be  sensible  of  her  detection,  and 
so  conscious  of  the  impropriety  of  the  situation  as 
to  exhibit  syn^ptoms  of  confiision ;  would  not  her 
confusion  have  been  extreme  ?  would  it  have  been 
so  little  as  to  have  slipped  the  memory  of  the  wit- 
ness who  observed  it,  during  his  first  four  declara- 
tions, and  at  last  to  be  recalled  to  his  recollection 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  represented  in  the  faint 

and  feeble  way  in  which  he  here  describes  it. 
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**  What  weight  your  m^esty  will  ascribe  to  tb<9ie 
differences  in  the  accounts  given  by  thb  witness,  I 
es^nnot  pretend  to  say.  But  I  am  ready  to  confess 
that,  probably,  if  there  was  nothing  stronger  of  the 
same  kind  to  be  observed  in  other  parts  of  his  testi- 
mony, the  inference  which  would  be  drawn  fpom 
them,  would  depend  very  much  upon  the  opinion 
previously  entertained  of  the  v^itness.  To  me,  who 
know  many  parts  of  his  testimony  to  be  absolutely 
false,  and  all  the  ccAouring  given  to  it  to  be  wholly 
from  his  own  wicked  and  malicious  invention,  it 
appears  plain,  that  these  differences  in  hiis  repre* 
sentations  are  the  unsteady,  awkward,  shuffles  iand 
prevarications  of  falsehood.  To  those,  if  there  are 
any  such,  who  from  preconceived  prejudices  in  his 
favour,  or  from  any  other  circumstances,  think  that 
his  veracity  is  free  from  all  suspicion,  satisfactory 
means  of  reconciling  them  may  possibly  pocur. 
But  before  I  have  left  Mr.  Cole's  examinations, 
your  majesty  will  find  that  they  will  have  much 
more  to  account  for,  and  much  more  to  reconeile. 

"Mr.  Cole's  examination  before  the  commis- 
sioners goes  on  thus : — •*  A  short  time  before  this, 
one  night  about  twelve  o'clock,  I  saw  a  man  go 
into  the  house  from  the  park,  wrapt  up  in  a  great 
coat.  I  did  not  give  any  alarm,  for  the  impression 
on  my  mind  was,  that  it  was  not  a  thief.'*  When 
I  read  thijS  passage,  sire,  I  could  hardly  believe  my 
eyes ;  when  I  found  such  a  fact  left  in  this  dark 


rfat^.  Without  any  further  esiplaftsitioii,  or,  without 
a  trace,  in  the  examinationy  of  any  attempt  to  get 
it  further  explained.     How  he  got  this  impression 
on  his  mind/ that  this  was  not  a  thief?  whom  he 
belieTed  it  to  be  ?    what  part  of  the  house  he  »w 
him  enter  ?  if  the  drawing-room,  or  any  part  which 
I  usually  occupy,  who  wds  there  at  the  time? 
.whether  I  was  there  ?  Whether  alone  or  with  my 
ladies?  or  with  other  company?  whether  he  told 
any  body  of  the  circumstance  at  the  time  ?  or  how 
long  after?  whom  he  told  ?  whether  any  enquiries 
were  made  in  consequence  ?  these,  and  a  thousand 
other  questions,  with  a  view  to  have  penetrated 
into  the  mystery  of  this  strange  story,  and  to  have 
tried  the  credit  of  this  witness,  would,   I  should 
have  thought,  have  occurred  to  any  one ;   but  cer- 
tainly must  have  occurred  to  persons  so  experien- 
ced, and  so  able  in  the  examination  of  facts,  and 
the  trying  of  the  credit  of  witnesses,  as  the  two 
learned  lords  unquestionable  are,  whom  your  ma- 
jesty took  care  to  have  introduced  into  ^this  com- 
mission.    They  never  could  have  permitted  these 
unexplained,  and  unsifted  hints  and  insinuations  to 
have  had  the  weight  and  effect  of  proof -7-But,  un- 
fortunately for  me,  the  duties,  probably  of  their 
respective  situations  prevented  their  attendance  on 
the  examination  of  this,  and  on  the  first  examina- 
tion of  another  most  important  witness,  Mr.  Rpbert 
Bidgood— and  surely  your  majesty  will  permit  me 


bcN^  wKhgiit  cd^     to  pomplain  that  it  is  not  a 
little  llar^  f!iat»  when  your  majesty  had  shewn 
your  ansjety  to  have  legal  accuracy,  and  legal  ex- 
perience assist  on  this  examination,  the  two  most 
important  witnesses,  in  whose  examinations  there 
is  more  matter  for  unfavourable  interpretation  than 
in  all  the  rest  put  together,  should  have  been  ex- 
amined  without  the  benefit  of  this  accuracy,  and 
this  experience.     And  I  am  the  better  justified  in 
making  this  observation^  if  what  has  been  suggested 
to  me  is  correct ;  that,  if  it  shall  not  be  allowed  that 
the  power  of  administering  an  oath   under  this 
warrant  or  commission  is  questionable,  yet  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted,  that  it  is    most  questionable 
whether,  according  to  the  terms  or  meaning  of  the 
warrant  or  commission,  as  it  constitutes  no  quorum^ 
lord  Spencer  and  lord  Grenville  could  administer 
an  oath,  or  act  in  the  absence  of  the  other  lords ; 
and  if  they  could  not,  Mr,  Cole's  falsehood  must 
be  out  of  the  reach  of  punishment. 
•  "  Returning  then  from  this  digression,  will  your 
majesty  permit  me  to  ask,  whether  I  am  to  under- 
stand  this  fact,  respecting  the  man  in  a  great  Coat, 
to  be  one  of  those  which  must  necessarily  give  oc- 
casion to  the  most  unfavourable  interpretations  ? 
which  must  be  credited  till  decidedly  contradicted  ? 
and  which,  if  true,  deserve  the  most  serious  consi- 
deration ?    The  unfavourable  interpretations  which 
this  fact  may  occasion,  doubtless  are,  that  this  man  * 
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ixras  either  sir  Sidney  Smith,  or  some  other  para- 
mumr,  who  was  admitted  by.  me  into  my  house  in 
disguise  at  midnight,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
my  wicked  and  adulterous  'purposes.  And  is  it 
-possible  that  your  majesty,  is  it  possible  that  any 
candid  mind  can  believe  this  fact,  with  the  unfa- 
vourable interpretations  which  it  occasions,  on^the 
relation  of  a  servant,  who,  for  all  that  appears,  men- 
tions it  for  the  first  time  four  years  after  the  event 
took  place :  and  who  gives,  himself,  this  picture  of 
his  honesty  and  fidelity  to  a  master,  whom  he  has 
served  so  long,  that  he,  whose  nerves  are  of  so  moral 
a  frame,  that  he  starts  at  seeing  a  single  man  sitting 
at  mid-day  in  an  open  drawing-room,  on  the  same, 
sofa,  with  a  married  woman,  permitted  this  dis- 
guised midnight  adulterer  to  approach  his  master's 
bed  without  taking  any  notice,  without  making 
any  alarm,  without  offering  any  interruption.  And 
why  ?  because  (as  he  expressly  states)  he  did^  not 
believe  him  to  be  a  thief:  and  because  (as  he 
plainly  insinuates)  he  did  believe  him  to  be  an  adul- 
tei^r. 

"  But  what  makes  the  manner  in  which  the 
commissioners  suffered  this  fact  to  remain  so  unex- 
plained, the  more  extraordinary  is  this  \  Mr.  Cole 
had  in  his  original  declaration  of  the  11th  of  Ja- 
nuary, which  was  before  the  commissioners,  stated 
^'  that  one  night,  about  twelve  o'clock,  he  saw  a 
person,  wrapped  up  in  a  great  coat,  go  across  the 


park  into  the  gate  at  the  green  house/ and  fae  veri- 
ly believes  it  was  sir  Sidney  Smith."  In  hb  de- 
daration  then,  (when '  he  was  not  upon  oath)  he 
ventures  to  state,  "  that  he  verily^  believes  it  was 
sir  Sidney  Smith.**  When  he  is  upon  his  oath  in 
his  deposition  before  the  tommissioners,  all  that  he 
ventures  to  swear  is,  **  tha^t  he  gave  no  alartio^  be- 
cause the  impression  upon  his  mind  wds,  timt  it 
was  not  a  thief!  !**  And  tbe  difference  i»  most  im- 
portant,  *'  The  impression  upon  his  mind  was,  that 
it  was  "not  a  thief!  !**  I  believe  him,  and  the  im- 
pression upon  my  mind  too  is,  that  he  knew  it  yf9A 
not  a  thief— That  he  knew  who  it  was — and  that 
.he  knew  it  was  no  other  than  my  watchman.  What 
incident  it  is  that  he  alludes  to^  I  cannot  pretend 
to  know.  But  this  I  know,  that  if  it  refers  to  any 
man  with  whose  proceedings  I  have  the  least  ac- 
quaintance or  privity,  it  must  have  been  my  watch- 
man ;  who,  if  he  executes  my  orders,  nightly,  and 
often  in  the  night  goes  his  rounds,  both  inside  and 
outside  of  my  house.  And  this  circumstance, 
which  I  should  think  would  rather  afford,  to  most 
minds,  an  inference  that  I  was  not  preparing  the 
way  of  planning  facilities  for  secret  midnight  as- 
signations, has,  in  my  conscience,  I  believe,  (if 
there  is  one  word  of  truth  in  any  part  of  this  story, 
and  the  whole  of  it  is  not  pure  invention)  afforded 
the  handle,  and  suggested  the  idea,  to  this  honest, 
trnsty  man,  this  witness,  "  \vlio  cannot  be  suspect- 
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ed  of  any  unfavourable  bias,"  "  whose  veracity  in 
that  respect  the  commissioners  saw  no  ground  to 
question,**  and  "  who  must  be  credited  till  he  re- 
ceived decided  contradiction,"  suggested^  I  say» 
the  idea  of  the  dark  and  vile  insinuation  contained  - 
in  this  part  of  his  testimony. 

**  Whether  I  am  right  or  wrong,  however,  in 
this  conjecture,  this  appears  to  be  evident  that  his 
examination  is  so  left,  that  supposing  an  indict- 
ment  for  peijury  or  false  swearing  would  lie  against 
any  witness  examined  by  the  commissoiners,  and 
supposing  this  examination  had  been  taken  befcnre 
the  whole  four.  If  Mr.  Cole  was  indicted  for  per- 
jury in  respect  to  this  part  of  his  deposition,  the 
proof  that  he  did  see  the  watchman  would  neces- 
sarily acquit  him';  would  establish  the  truth  of  v 
what  he  said,  and  rescue  him  from  the  punishment 
of  perjury,  though  it  would  at  the  same  time 
prove  the  falsehood  and  injustice  of  the  inference, 
and  the  insinuation,  for  the  establishment  of  which 
alone^  the  fact  itself  was  swon). 

"Mr.  Cole  chooses  further  to  state,  that  he- 
ascribes  his  removal  from  Montague  house  to  Lon- 
don to  the  discovery  he  had  made,  and  the  ^notice 
he  had  taken  of  the  improper  situation  of  sir  Sid- 
ney Smith  with  me  upon  the  sofa.  To  this  I  can 
oppose  little  more  than  my  own  assertions,  as  my 
naotives  can  only  be  known  to  myself. — But  Mr. 
Cote  WBB  a  very  disagreeable  servant  to  me ;  be 
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*was  a  man,  who,  as  I  always  conceived,  had  been 
educated  above  his  station.  He  talked  French, 
and  was  a  musician,  playing  well  on  the  violin.^— 
By  these  qualifications  he'  had  got  admitted,  occa- 
sionally, into  better  company,  and  this  probably 
led  to'  that  forward  and  obtrusive  conduct  which 
I  thought  extremely  offensive  and  impertinent  in 
a  servant.  I  had  long  been  extremely  displeased 
with  him  ;  I  had  discovered,  that  when  I  went  out 
he  would  come  into  my  drawing-room,  and  play 
on  my  harpsichord,  or  sit  there  reading  my  books ; 
—and,*  in  short,  there  was  a  forwardness  which 
.  would  have  led  to  my  absolutely  discharging  him 
a  long  time  before,  if  I  had  not  made  a  sort  of  rule  * 
to  myself,  to  forbear,  as  long  as  possible,  from  re- 
moving any  servant  who  had  been  placed  about  me 
by  his  royal  highness.  Before  Mr.  Cole  lived  with 
the  prince,  he  had  lived  with  the  duke  of  Devon- 
shire,  and  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  carried 
to  Devonshire  house  all  the  observations  he  could 
make  at  mine.  For  these  various  reasons,  just  be- 
fore  the  duke  of  Kent  was  about  to  go  out  of  the 
kingdom,  I  requested  his  royal  highness  the  duke 
of  Kent,  who  had  been  good  enough  to  take  the 
trouble  of  arranging  many  particulars  in  my  esta- 
blishment, to  make  the  arrangements  with  respect 
to  Mr.  Cole";  which  was  to  leave  him  in  town  to 
wait  upon  me  only  when  1  went  to  Carlton  house, 
and  not  to  come  to  Montague  house  except  when 


specially  required.  This  arrai^gement,  it  seemly 
offended  him.  It  ceaii^nly  deprived  him  of  some 
perquisites  which  he  had  when  living  at  Black- 
heath  ;  but^  upon  ttie  whole,  as  it  left  him  so  much 
more  of  his  time  at  his  own  disposal,  I  should  not 
have  thought  it  had  been  miiAch  to  his  pfgudiee. 
It  secQQS,  hoi<rever,  that  he  did  not  like  it ;  and  I 
Bw^t  loave  this  pant  of  the  ease  \(^ith  tlus  one  eb- 
sery^on  moiie — That  your  majesty,  I  trust,  will 
hardly  helie¥e,  tihat,  if  Mr.  Cole  lMid>  by  any  ac* 
oidimt,  discovered  any  lEpproper  e(]^uct  of  mine 
tcm^sg^ds  sir  Sidney  Smiiji,  or  a^y  oo^  else,  the  way 
¥fka^  I  sh(Hild  haf  e  taken  to  suppress  his  infop^ 
nmtkHi,:to  i^se  his  mouth,  would  notJiave  been  by 
isdmediatd'y  adopting  an  arrangement  in  my  fami- 
ly»  With^  reg»ni  to  him,  which  was  either  prejudi- 
Gial  or  disa^eeaUe  to  him ;  or  that  the  way  to 
remove  him^^irom  the  opportunity  and  the  teimp- 
tatipn  q{  betraying  my  secret,  whether  through 
levity  or  desigUi  in  the  quarter  where  it  would  be 
mo6t  fatal  to  me  that  it  should  be  known,  was  by 
making  an  arrangement  which,  while  all  his  re- 
sentment and  anger  w^exe  fresh  and  warm  about 
him,  would  place  him  frequently,  nay,  almost 
daily,  at  Carlton  house;,  would  place  him  precisely 
at  that  place  from  whence,  unquestionably,  it  must 
have  been  my  interest  to  have  kept  him  as  fiur  re- 
uQoved  as  possible. 

^  There  is  little  (h*  nothing  in  the  examinationa 
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of  the  other  witnesses  which  is  material  for  me  to 
observe  upon,  as  far  as  respects  this  part  of  the  case. 
It  appears  from  them,  indeed,  what  I  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  admitting,  and  have  observed  upon 
before,  that  sir  Sidney  Smith  was  frequently  at 
Montague  house — that  they  have  known  hiiii  to 
be  alone  with  me  in  the  morning,  but  that  they 
never  knew  him  to  be  alone  with  me  in  an  evening, 
or  staying  later  than  my  company  or  the  ladi^-^ 
for  what  Mr.  Stikeman  says,  with  respect  to  his 
being  alone  with  me  in  an  evening,  can  only  meiin; 
and  is  only  reconcileable  with  all  the  rest  6f  theevi* 
dence  on  this  part  of  the  case,  by  its  being  under- 
stood, to  mean  alone,  in  respect  to  other  comj^ny; 
but  not  alone  in  the  absence  of  my  ladies.      The 
deposition  indeed  of  my  servant,  S.  Roberts,  is  thus 
far  material  upon  that  point,  that  it  exhibits  Mr. 
Cole,  not  less  than  three  years  ago,  endeavouring 
to  collect  evidence  upon  these  points  to  my  pre- 
judice.    For  your  majesty  will  find  that  he  says, 
"1  recollect  Mr.  Cole  once  asking  me^  1   think 
three  years  ago,  whether  there  were  any  favourites 
in  the  family.     I  remember  saying  that  captain 
Manby  and  sir  Sidney  Smith  were  frequently  at 
Blackheath,  and  dined  there  oftener  than  other 
perisdns."     iHe  then  proceeds — "  I  never  kneW'  sir 
Sidney  Smith  stay  later  than  the  ladies ;  I  cannot 
exactly  say  at  what  time  he  went,   but  I  never  re- 
merriber  Ins  staying  alone  with  the  princess.^ 
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''As  to  what  is  contained  in  the  written  declaim 
tions  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lampert,  the  old  servants 
of  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas  (as  from  some  circuo^ 
stance  or  other  respecting,  I  conceive,  either  their 
credit,  or  their  supposed  importance),  the  commis* 
sioners  have  not  thought  proper  to  examine  theim 
upon  their  oaths,  I  do  not  imagine  your  majesty 
would  expect  that  I  should  take  any  notice  of 
them.  And  as  to  what  is  deposed  by  my  lady 
Douglas,  if  your  majesty  will  observe  the  gross  and 
horrid  indecencies  with  which  she  ushers  in,  and 
states  my  confessions  to  her,  of  my  asserted  criminal 
intercourse  with  sir  Sidney  Smith,  your  majesty, 
I  am  confident,  will  not  be  surprised  that  I  do  not 
descend  to  any  particular  observations  on  her  de- 
position. One,  and  only  one  observation,  will  I 
make,  which,  however,  could  not  have  escaped  your 
majesty,  if  I  had  omitted  it — That  your  majesty 
will  have  an  excellent  portraiture  of  the  true  female 
delicacy  and  purity  of  my  lady  Douglas's  mind 
and  character,  when  you  will  observe  that  she 
seems  wholly  insensible  to  what  a  sink  of  infamy 
she  degrades  herself  by  her  testimony  against  me. 
It  is  not  only  that  it  appears,  from  her  statement^ 
that  she  was  contented  to  live  in  familiarity  and 
apparent  friendship  with  me,  after  the  confession 
which  I  made  of  my  adultery  (for  by  the  indul- 
gence and  liberality,  as  it  is  called,  of  modern 
manners,  the  company  of  adulteresses  has  ceased  to 
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refieet  tbM^  discredit  u^tjftt  the  charad;erA  of  btder 
Gotten  M*o  admit  to  their  Society,  vrhfch  the  bttt 
mfereists  of  fetoale  virttte  may  p6if^t)i}  i^uite.) 
Buft  she  \Ms  contented  to  KVe  in  famiKarity  y^th  a: 
vtbitiditt,  wh6,  if  lady  Douglas's  evidence  of  me  In 
trae,  was  a  most  low,  vulgar,  and  profligate  <fis^ 
^ee  to  hei'  ^ejt.  The  grossnes&  of  whose  ideta 
and  eonrersation  would  add  infiMfriy  to  the  l6w^t, 
most  vulgar,  and  most  infamous  j^ostitute.  tt 
is  ttat>  hovMfver^  upon  this  cireumstance  that  I  jNlst 
aaiuped  n6  t^Hance  cAan  be  ptaieed  on  lady  DoiiglasTlEl 
teatamony;  but  after  what  is  proved,  with  regard 
to  heir'<!viderice  respiting  my  pregnaney  and  de^ 
livery  in  1802, 1  am  certain  that  a»y  observatidhs 
upon  her  testimony  or  her  veraArty  mudt  be  flung 
away. 

"  Your  msgesty  has,  therefore,  now  before  you 
the  state  of  the  charge  against  me,  as  far  as  it  Re- 
spects sir  Sidney  Smith.  And  this  is,  as  I  uti&6r^ 
stand  the  report,  one  of  the  charges  whichy  with  Hi 
unfavourable  interpretations^  musty  in  the  opiniofh 
of  the  commissioners^  he  credited  till  decidedly  con- 
tradicted. 

*'  As  to  the  facts  of  frequent  visiting  on  terms  of 
great  intimacy,  as  I  have  said  before,  they  cannot 
be  contradicted  at  all.  How  inferences  and  un- 
favourable interpretations  are  to  be  decidedly  con- 
tnufi.cted,  I  wish  the  commissioners  had  been  so 
good  as  to  explain.     1  know  of  no  possible  way 


buC  by  the  cbectatatibhs  of  myself  ehd  At  Sichifeyr 
Smith.    ITet  we  bdng  the  silpp^si^  gmlty  pttHm, 
our  denial,  probably,  will  be  thmtght  of  ho  gfwt 
weight.    As  to  my  own,  however,  1  tender  it  to 
your  majesty,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and  if 
i  knew  What  fact  it  was  that  I  ought  to  contra- 
dict, to  clear  my  innocence,  1  would  precisely  ad- 
dress myself  to  that  fact,  as  I  am  confident  my 
conscience  would  enable  ttie  to  do,  to  any,  from 
which  a  crikiiinal  or  an  unbecoming  inference  could 
be  drawn.    I  am  sure,  however,  your  majesty  will 
feel  for  the  humiliated  and  degraded  situation  to 
which  this .  report  has  reduced  your  daugfater-ih* 
law,  the  princess  of  Wales ;  when  you  see  her  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  either  risking  the  danger 
that  the  most  unfavourable  interpretations  should 
be  ct'edited ;    or  else  of  stating,  as  I  am  now  de- 
eded to  the  iiec^sity  of  stating,  that  not  only  no 
adulterous,  or  criminal,  but  no  indecent  or  improper 
intercourse  whatever  ever  subsisted  between  sir 
Sidney  Smith  and  myselfj  or  any  thing  which  I 
should  have  objected  that  all  the  world  should  have 
seen.   1  say  degraded  to  the  necessity  of  stating  it ; 
for  your  majesty  must  feel  that  a  woman's  cha- 
racter is  degraded  when  it  is  put  upon  her  to  make 
such  statement,  at  the  peril  of  the  contrary  being 
credited  unless  she  decidedly  contradicts  it.     Sir 
Sidney  Smith's  absence  from  the  country  prevents 
me  (falling  upon  him  to  attest  the  same  truth.  But 
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I  trust  when  your  majesty  shall  ii^d,;  as  yoU:  will 
find,  that  my  declaration  to  a  similar  effect,  with 
respect  to  the  other  gentlemenfrpfeyred  .toiri  this 
report,  is  confirmed  by  their  deni^jthat  your  ma- 
jesty will  think  that  in  a  case,  where  nothing  but 
my  own  word  can  be  adduced,  my  own  word  alone 
may  be  opposed  to  whatever  Utile  remains  of  credit 
or:  weight  may^  after  all  the  above  observations, 
be  supposed  yet  to  belong  to  Mr.  Cole,^  to  his  in- 
ferences, his  insinuations;  or  his. facts.  Not,  indeed, 
that  I  have  yet  finished  my  observations  on  Mr. 
Cole's  credit ;  but  I  must  reserve  the  reniainder 
till  I  consider  his  evidence  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Lawrence;  and  till  I  have  occasion  to  comment 
upon  the  testimony  of  Fanny  Lloyd.  Then,  in- 
deed, I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  exhibiting 
to  your  majesty  these  witnesses,  Fanny  Lloyd  and 
Mr.  Cole,  (both  of  whom  are  represented  as  so  un- 
biassed, and  so  credible)  in  flat,  decisive,  and  irre- 
concileable,  contradiction  to  each  other. 

"  The  next  person  with  whom  my  improper  in- 
timacy is  insinuated  is  Mr.  Lawrence  the  painter. 

"  The  principal  witness  on  this  charge  is  also 
Mr.  Cole ;  Mr.  R.  Bidgood  says  nothing  about 
him  ;  Fanny  Lloyd  says  nothing  about  him ;  and 
all  that  Mrs.  Lisle  says  is  perfectly  true,  and  I  am 
neither  able,  nor  feel  interested,  to  contradict  it 
"  That  she  remembers  my  sitting  to  Mr.  Lawrence 
for  my  pictiire  at  Blackheath,  and  in  London ;  that 
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she  has  left  me  at  his  hotise  in  town  with  him,  but 
she   thinks   Mrs.   Fitzgerald  was   with  us.j   and 
that  she  thinks  I  sat  alone  with  him  at  Blackbeatbi? 
But  Mr.  Cole  speaks  of  Mr.  Lawrence  in  a  manner 
that  calls  for  particular  observation.      He  iia^s^ 
Mr.  Lawrence  the  painter  used  to  go  io  Montagiie 
house  about  the  latter  end  of  1801,  wheri  he  wis 
painting  the  princess,  and  he  has  slept  in  the'liou^e 
two  or  three  nights  together.      I  have  often.^ei^n 
him  alone  with  the  princess  at  11  or  12  o'clock  [gt 
night.  ^  He  has  been  there  as  late  as  one  and.4;^p 
o'dockin  the  morning.    One  night  I  SBLwhimtpitfi 
the  princess  in  the  blue  room^  after  the  ladies  hff4 
retired.    Some  time  qfiertvards,  when  I  mfiposeii 
he  had  gone  to  his  room,  I  went  to  s^e  that  all  was 
scife,  and  I  found  the  blue  room  door  locked,  and 
heard  a  whispering  in  it;   and  I  ivent  away,"" 
Here,  again^.your  majesty  observes,  that  Mr.  C(rfe 
deals  his  deadliest  blows  against  my  character  by 
insinuation.     And   here  again  his  insinuation  is 
left  unsifted  and  unexplained.      I  here  understand 
him  to  insirmate  that,  though  he  supposed  M^ 
Lawrence  to  have  gone  to  his  room,  he  was  still 
where  he  had  siaid  he  last  left  him ;   and  that  the 
locked  door  prevented  him  from  seeing  me  and . 
Mr.  Lawrence  alone  together,  whose,  whispering, 
however;  he  notwithstanding  overheard. 

** Before,  sire,  I  come  to  my  own  explanation  of 
the 'fact  of  Mr.  Lawi^nce's  sleeping  at  Montague 
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house,  I  must  again  refer  to  Mr.  Cole's  CHri^^jofl} 
declarations.  I  must  again  examine  Mr.  C^le 
against  Mr.  Cole :  which  I  cannot  help  lam^vtiDg 
it  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  others  to  have 
done ;  as  I  am  persuaded  if  it  had,  his  prevariea- 
tions  and  his  falsehood  oould  never  have  escap^ 
them.  They  would  then  have  been  aUe  to  have 
traced,  as  your  majesty  will  now  do  throogli  iny 
observations,  by  what  degrees  he  hardened  him- 
self up  to  the  infamy  (for  I  can  use  no  other  ex- 
pression of  staUng  this  fiict,  by  which  he  means  to 
insinuate  that  he  heard  me  and  Mr,  Lawrence, 
locked  up  in  this  blue  room,  whispering  togethn*, 
and  alpne ;  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  drag  yiour 
majesty  through  so  long  a  detail ;  but  I  am  confii- 
dent  your  majesty's  goodness  and  love  of  just^ice 
will  excuse  it,  as  it  is  essential  to  the  vindication 
xif  my  character,  as  well  as  to  the  illustration  of 
Mr.  Coltfs# 

*^  Mr.  Cole's  examination,  as  contained  in  his 
first  written  declaration  of  the  lltli  of  January^ 
has  nothing  of  this.  ,  I  mean  not  to  say  that  it  has 
nothing  concerning  Mr.  Lawrence,  for  it  has  much 
which  is  calculated  to  occasion  un&vourable  inter- 
pretations, and  given  with  a  view  to  that  object. 
But  that  circumstance,  as  I  submit  to  your  majes- 
ty, increases  the  weight  of  my  observation,  Ha4 
there  been  nothing  in  his  first  declaration  about 
Mr.  T^wrence  at  all,  it  might  have  been  imagined 
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.     fhat  perhaps  Mr.  Lawrence  escaped  his  recollec- 
tioD  altogether ;  or  that  his  declaration  had  been 

lolely  directed  to  other  persons;    but  as  it  does: 

.   .  ■  ■ .  ,  ■    ^  ■ 

contain  observations  respecting  Mr.  Lawrence,  but 

'  '    >    ■  •  "  j^ 

nothing  of  a  locked  door,  or  the  wliispering  within 

it ;  how  he  happened  at  that  time  not  to  rec5llSMp& 

or  if  he  recollected,  not  to  mention  so  very  stn£^ 

^  ■   •  •  *  ■  . . ,     ,  .    .  • ,  .  •'       ^, 

ing  ffpid  remarkable  a  circumstance  is  not,  I  shoum 
imagine,  very  satisfactorily  to  be  explained.    His 

Statement  in  that  first  declaration  stands  thus,  '^  In 

■  ■■-•     ■■■•■'  .  '.,.■•  .  ■     .    .       •  , 

1801»  Lawrence,  the  painter,  was  at  Montague 
house,  for  four  or  five  days  at  a  time,  painting  tlie 
princess's  pictmre.  That  he  was  frequently  alone 
late  in  the  night  with  the  princess,  and  much  sus- 
picion was  entertained  of  him.**  Mr.  Cole's  next 
declaration,  at  least  the  next  which  appears  among 
the  written  declarations,  was  taken  on  the  14th  of 
January;  it  does  not  mention  Mr.  Lawrence*s 
name,  but  it  has  this  passage:  "  When  Mr.  Cole 
foiind  the  drawing-room,  which  led  to  the  stair- 
case to  the  princess's  apartments,  locked  (which 
vour  maiesty  knows  is  the  same  which  the  wit- 

p  «        » 

Qesse3  call  the  blue  room),  he  does  not  know  whe- 
ilher  any  person  was  with  her ;  but  it  appeared  odd 

to  bini,  as  he  had  formed  some  suspicions."     The 

-      •      I         ... 

striking  aiid  important  observation  on  this  passage 

•  ■  .<, 

is,  HooLt  when  he  first  talks  of  the  door  of  the  draw- 

.  ''.■•'  •'  'J 

ing-room  being  locked,  so  far  from  his  mentioning 

any  thing  oi  whispering  being  overhear d^  he  ex- 


prcssly  says,  tliat  he  did  not  know  that  anj'  body 
Wafi  with  me. .  The  passage  is  likewise  deserving 
'y out  majesty's  most  serious  coDsideration  on  ano- 
ther CTound.  For  it  is  one  of  those  which  stiiews 
that  Mr.  Cole,  though  we  have  four  separite,  de- 
darations  made  by  him,  has  certainly  made. oliier 
statements  which  have  not  been  transmitted  to 
your  majesty  ;  for  it  evidently  refers  to  sometmng 
which  he  had  said  before*  of  having  found  the 
drawing-room  door  locked,  and  no  trace  of  &uch/a 
statement  is  discoverable  in  the  previous  examma- 
•  tions  of  Mr.  Cole,  as  X  have  received  it,  and  I  haye 
ho  doubt  that,  in  obedience  to  your  paajestV's  com- 
niands,  I  have  at  length  been  furnished  with  the 
whole,  I  don't  know,  indeed,  that  it  should*  %e 
matter  of  complaint  from  me,  that  your  majesty 
has  not  been  furnished  with  all  the  statements"  of 
Mr.  Cole,  because,  from  the  sample  I  see  of  Inem, 
I  cannot  suppose  that  any  of  them  could  haVe  fur- 
nished  any  thing  favourable  to  me,  except  indeed 
that  they  might  have  furnished  me  with  fresh 
means  of  contradicting  him  by  himself. 

"But  your  majesty  will  see  that  there  have  bfeen 
other  statements  not  communicated;  a  cirtlUni- 
stance  of  which  both  your  majesty  and  I  have  iea- 
»on  to  complain.  But  it  may  be  out  o^  its  place 
further  to  notice  that  fact  at  present 

'*  To  rptuyn  therefore  to  Mr.  Cole ;— »in  his  third 
declaration,  dated  the  30th  of  January,  there'isnot 


i  word  about  Mr.  Lawr6nc^.  In  his  fourth  and 
iast»  which  is  dated  on  the  23d, '  of  February^.he 

O.'i:'.     ;••- 

says.  ^'  the  person  who  was  alone  with  the  lady,  at 
late  hours  of  the  night  (twelve  and  one  o'eloqkj) 
ai|d  whom  he  left  sitting  up  after  he  went  t6  he?^, 
was  Mr.  Lawrence,  which  happened  two  differ^t 
nights.  Here  is  likewise  another  trace  of  a  for* 
taer,  statement  which  is  not  giVen ;  for  no  sucli 
person  IS  mentioned  before  in  any  that  I  have  been 
furnished  with. 

**  Your  majesty  then  here  observes  that^  after 
having  given  evidence  in  two  of  his  declarations, 
res jjecting  Mr.  Lawrence  by  name,  in  which  he 
p^iptions  nothing  of  locked  doors,  and  after  having 
in  another  declaration  given  an  account  of  a  locked 
.  door,  but  expressly  stated  that  he  knew  not  whe- 
ther  any  one  was  with  me  within  it,  and  said  no- 
,  thing  about  whispering  being  overheard,  but  im- 
^iedly  at  least  negatived  it ; — ^in  the  deposition 
before  the  commissioners,  he  puts  all  these  things 
together,  and  has  the  hardihood  to  add  to  them 
that  remarkable  circumstance,  which  could  not 
have  escaped  his  recollection  at  the  first,  if  it  had 
been  true,  "  of  his  having,  on  the  same  night  in 
which  he  found  me  and  Mr.  Lawrence  alone  after 
the  ladies  were  gone  to  bed,  come  again  to  the 
room  when  he  thought  Mr.  Lawrence  must  have 
been  retired,  and  found  the  door  locked  and  heard 
the  whispering  ;••  and  then  again  he  gives  another 


c  ^^  n 


instance  c^  bis  honesty,  and  upon  the  sanie  ]^n- 
cipleon  which  he  tpo^  no  notice  of  the  man  in 
the  great  coat,  he  finds  the  door  locked,  hears  the 
whispering,  and  then  he  silently  and  contentedly 
retires.  * ». 

"  And  this  witneiss,  who  thus  not  only  Yane's 
in  his  testimony,  but  contradicts  himself  in  such 
important  particulars,  is  one  of  tliose  who  cannot 
be  suspected  of  unfavourable  bias,  and  whose  vera- 
city is  not  to  be  questioned,  and  wTiose  evidence 
must  be  credited  till  decidedly  contradicted. ; 

"  '!^'hese  observations  might  probably  be  deem- 
ed sufficient,  upon  Mr.  Cole's  deposition,  as  far  as 
it  respects  Mr.  Lawrence ;  but  I  cannot  be  satisfi- 
ed without  explaining  to  your  majesty  iall  the 
truth,  and  the  particulars  respecting  Mr.  Lawrence 
which  I  recollect. 

"  What  I  recollect,  then,  is  as  follows.  He  tie- 
gan  a  large  picture  of  me  and  of  my  daughter  to- 
wards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1800,  or  the  be- 
ginning  of  1801.  Miss  Garth  and  Miss  Hay  man 
were  in  the  house  with  me  at  the  time.  The  pic- 
ture was  painted  at  Montague  house*  Mr.  Livv- 
rence  mentioned  to  Miss  Havman  his  wish  talJe 
permitted  to  remain  sonje  few  nights  in  the  hoube, 
that  by  rising  early  he. might  begin  painting  on  the 
picture,  before  princess  Charlotte  (whose  residence 
being  at  that  time  at  Shobter^s  hill,  was  eiiabled  to 
come  early,)  or  myself  came  to  sit.     It  was  a  simi- 
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ttr  Testiest  tb  thbt  ivhbA  fi^id  beM  «ei|Lde,^bf  r>ir 
Wiffiam  Beefehyv  ^hen  bb  i»ititl^  ^y  pUA 
Ahd  I  w^%hsi^  of  hoii^prtfpristy  ^i^n  i  ^n^- 
m  thbi^l^st  to  e3t$i^r 'df  ttetD.    Hn  Im^r^e 
occ%i^7ed  We  sdknh  Td6fA  Whibh  had  beeh  occupied 
^  by  sir  William  Beecby  ;-i4t  tiraift  «t  the  crfefaer  end 
lof  the  house  ifrorA  my  ^t)aai:lUbnt. 
:    '^Ai  that  tiiiife  Mr.  EawreiK*  did  not  ditie  ^th 
IJ^l  his  dihriet  wifs  i^erved  in  bSs  imn  xo&to^^^^'M- 
#rl3jnner  he -came  down  Y6  the  i^oofm  where  I  Uid 
iny  kffies  'f^herally  ]&t  in  *afi  eVeiiif^'^'HSometiibes 
iMe  'Was  ixltisic,  ih  '^hidhlife  jditiedt,  a(hd  sometkrms 
'  Ab  ie^i  pofetfry,    Ttxtts  6{  Wak^BpeAres  phip   I 
pKilicUttrly  ^temiembfer,  frbnfi  life  leading  th^m  vety 
win ;  arid  sdtoetiines  'he  jflayed  chgfe  ivith  me.   it 
frequently  may  h'aVe  hdppen^d  that  it  was  5ne  or 
two  o*cl6cik  before  T  distiiissed  Mr.  'Lawrende  and 
liiy  ladies.    They,  togfether  with  Mr.  Larwrcnce, 
went  out  of  the  same' door,  Up  the  'same  stair-eaise, 
'lihd^t  the  same  time.    According  to  i3>y  'oWn  ije- 
'd^Ulectibh  I  shbiild  have  i^aiH,  that  in  ilo-onein- 
Mnce  they  had  left  Mr.  Ltiwrence  beBiVid  them, 
alone  with  nie. — GBut  I  sii^pdse  if  did*  ha]»pen*dnce 
f6r^  short  time,  since  Mr.  ^La\irence  *so  >  recoUeeCs 
it,  as  your  m'ajfesty  will  perceive  from  his  ^deposi- 
iibn,  which  *I  aftnex.     He  staid'  in '  my  h6ai^  >two 
or  three  nights  together  •/ but  hdW^tttanyftttj^htsiih 
iKe'tvhble,!  ^doiVot  reic<y!l6ct.    Thopictum  Jeift'tay 
M^ie  by  'A^n\,  '18K)1,  -ind  Mr.^Iiawrenee  ne^Mir 


sliept  in  my  house  afterwardsi  That  picture  now 
he\6ngs  to  lady  Townsend.  He  has  since  cotjfi- 
pleted  another  picture  of*nie;  and  about  a  year 
and  a  half  ago  he  began  another,  which  remains  lit 
present  unfinished:  I  believe  it  is  near  twelve 
months  since  I  last  sat  to  him. 

**  Mr.  Lawrence  lives  upon  a  footing  of  the 
greatest  intimacy  with  the  neighbouring  famiU^ 
^cif  Mr.  Lock  and  Mr.  Angerstehi ;  and  I  have  ask- 
ed  him  sometimes  to  dine  with  me  to  meet  them. 
While  I  was  sitting  to  him  at  my  own  house,  I 
have  no  doubt  I  must  often  have  sat  to  him  alon^ ; 
as  the  necessity  for  the  precaution  of  having  an  at- 
tendant as  a  witness  to  protect  my  honour  frbm 
suspicion,  certainly  never  occurred  to  me.  And, 
upon  the  same  principle,  I  do  not  doubt  that  I 
may  have  sometimes  continued  in  conversation 
with  him  after  he  had  finished  painting.  But 
when  sitting  in  his  own  house,  I  have  always  been 
attended  with  one  of  my  ladies. — And,  indeed,  no- 
thing in  the  examinations  state  the  contrary.  One 
part  of  Mrs.  Lisle's  examination  seems  as  if  s\ie 
had  a  question  put  to  her,  upon  the  supposition 
tfe^t  I  had  been  left  alone  with  Mr.  Lawrence  at 
'  his  own  house;  to  which  she  answers,  that  she  in- 

^  4eed  had  left  me  there,  but  that  she  thinks  she  left 

•  ■■*"■' 

'   Mrs.  Fitzgerald  with  me. 

'**■  If  an  inference  of  an  unfavourable  nature  cpuld 
have  been  drawn  from  my  having  been  left  there 


J  ;%»i< 


'■•'.■ 

I 

alone : — was  it»  sire»  taking  all  that  care  which 
ntight  be  wished,  to  guMrd  against  such,  an  infer 
etice  on  the  part  of  the  coinmisdoners,  when  th^ 
ioimitted  to  send  for  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  to  asoertam 
what  Mrs.  Lisle  may  have  left  in  doubt.  The  com- 
missioners,  I  give  them  the  fullest  credit,  wei^eisa- 
tisfied»  that  Mrs.  Lisle  thought  correctly  upon  this 
fact,  and  that  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  if  she  had  been  sent 
for  again,  would  so  have  proved  it,  and  therefore 
that  it  would  have  been  troubling  her  to  no  ptir- 
posk  But  this  it  is,  of  which  T  conceive  myself  to 
have  most  reason  to  complain;  that  the  examkte- 
tions  in  several  instances  have  not  been  fellow^ 
up  so  as  to  remove  unfavourable  impressic^ns;      i 

'^'  I  cannot  but  feel  satisfied  that  the  commis- 
sioners would  have  been  glad  to  have  beenwar- 

r 

rail  ted  in  negativing  all  criminality,  and  all  sus- 
picion on  this  part  of  the  chai'ge,  as  completely  and 
honourably  as  they  have  done  on  the  principal 
charges  of  pregnancy  and  delivery.  They  traeed 
that  part  of  the  charge  with  ability,  sagacity,  dili- 
gence, and  perseverance;  and  the  result  was  com- 
plete satisfaction  of  my  innocence ;  eompletevde- 
tection  of  the  falsehood  of  my  accusars.  Bncou- 
raged  by  their  success  in  that  part  of  their  inquiry, 
I  lament  that  they  did  not,  (as  they  thought  pro|>er 
to  enter  into  the  other  part  of  at  it  aU^)  witib  jicoUar 
industry  pursue  it.  If  they  had,  I  am  confident 
ttiey  would  have  pursued  it  with  theisame;success* 


but  though  they  h«d  cjopyicte^  fir  ^qhn  anA^Jf^ 

Douglas  of  f^lsekQc4f  tjl^ey  «e^  Jo  have  .^h,qH^fit 
it  impo^nbJe  to  susped  of  the  sgptie  fsiL^hood  |(n)^ 
other  of  the  witnesses,  Uipugh  prodiK^  .|;>y  ^ 
John  and  U|dy  Douglas.  The  most  phviou.s  inf^s» 
therefore,. of  trying  their  credit^  by  QQinpanng  t^£ii^ 
,  evid^ice  with  wh^t  they  had  $^d  before,  i^ems  Jtxf 
me  to  haveb^en  pmitted.  Mapy  fapts  are  lef);  up pn 
surmise  only  si^^nd  insinuation ;  obvious  paeans  of 
getting  further  informatioji  on  doubtful  ^d  sus- 
picious circumstances  ar^  not  re^qrt^d  to;  fmd  as  if. 
the  important  matter  of  the  inquiry  (on  ;5yhich  ,^ 
fiatisfactpry  conplusiqn  had  heen  formed)  ^yvs^  .all 
that  required  any  very  attentive  or  accurate  con- 
sideration ;  the  remiunder  of  it  w<^s  pursued  in  a 
mariner  which,  as  it  seerais  to  me,  c^n  only  be  ac- 
CQunjked  ft)r  by  the  pres&ure  of  what  may  have  been 
deem^  more  important  duties — ^nd  of  this  I 
should  have .  njade  but  little  complaint,  if  Ithis  in- 
quiry, where  it  is  imperfect,  had  not  been  followed 
by  a  report,  which  the  most  accurate  only  cpuld 
have  justified,  and  which  such  an  accurate  inquiry, 
I  am  Gpnfident,  never  could  have  produced. 

"  Jf  any  credit  was  given  to  Mr.  Cole's  story  of 
the  loclced  .door,  and  the  whispering ;  and  to  Mr. 
Lawrence  having  been  left  with  me  so  frequently 

f  * 

of  a  night  when  my  ladies  had  left  us,  why  were 
ivot  all  my  ladies  examined  ?  why  were  not  all  my 
servants  e^iapuined;^  to  their  knowledge  of  th|it 
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fiict?  asd  if  they  had^  been  so  examined^  and  had 
ccmtiadieted  the  faat  80  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Cole,  as, 
they  tnust  have  done,  had  they  been  examined  to 
it ;  that  alone  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
removed  his  name  from  the  list  of  unsuspected  and 
unquestionable  witnesses,  and  relieved  me  frooi 
much  of  the  suspicion  which  his  evidence,  till  it 
was  examined,  was  calculated  to  h^ve  raised  in 
your  majesty's  mind. — And  to  close  this  statement, 
and  these  observations,  and  in  addition  to  them;-^ 
I  most  solemnly  assert  to  your  majesty,  that  Mr. 
Lawrence,  neither  at  his  own  house,  nor  at  mine, 

■    ■         •       ■ .  • 

nor  any  where  else,  ever  was  for  one  moment,  by 
night  or  by  day,  in  the  same  room  with  me  when 
the  door  of  it  was  locked ;  that  he  never  was  in  my 
company  of  an  evening  alone,  except  the  momen- 
tary conversation  which  Mr.  Lawrence  speaks  to 
may  be  thouglit  an  exception  ;    and  that  nothing 
ever  passed  between  him  and  me  which  all  the 
Vrorld  might  not  have  witnessed.     And,  sire,  I 
have  subjoined  a  deposition  to  the  same  effect  from 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

*•  To  satisfy  myself,  therefore,  and  your  majesty 
1  have  shewn,  I  trust,  by  unanswerable  observa- 
tions and  arguments,  that  there  is  no  colour  for 
csrediting  Mr.  Cole,  or,  consequently,  any  part  or 
this  charge,  which'  rest's  solely  ~  on^  his  evidenice. 
But,  to  satisfy  the  requisition  of  the  commissioners^ 

I  have  brought  my  pride  to  submit,  (though  not 

Qq 
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tooman  would  have  behaved  properly,  who  beba\ 
^  her  roydi  highness  did  to  captain  Manhy.  i 
can't  say  whether  the  princess  was  attached 
captain  Manby,  only  thtA  it  was  a  flirting  condt 
She  never  saw  any  gaNantries,  as  kissing  her  fas 
6*  the  like." 

••1  hiive  cautiously  stated  the  whole  of  ^ 
Liil^S  evidence  upon  this  part  of  the  case^ahi 
kta  iurfe  your  Majesty,  in  reading  it,  wilJ  not : 
to  keep  the  facts,  which  Mrs.  Lisle  speaks 
iiepamte  firom  the  opinion,  or  judgment,  whicb  i 
forotf^  upon  them.  I  mean  not  to  speak  disrespc 
lully  or  slightingly  of  Mts.  Lisle*s  opinion ;  or 
press  myself  as  in  any  degree  indifferent  to  it.  - 1 
whatever  there  was  which  she  observed  in  my  c 
duct,  that  did  not  become  a  married  woman,  t' 

■ 

^  was  oiiriY  like  a  woman  who  liked  flirting,'':  s 
*•  ONLY  a  flirting  conduct,"  I  am  convinced  yi 
majesty  must  be  satisfied  that  it  must  have  b( 
far  distant  from  affording  any  evidence  of  crii 
of  vice,  or  of  indecenfey,  as  it  passed  openly  in 
company  of  my  ladies,  of  Whom  Mi*s.  Lisle  herj 
Was  one/ 

"  The  facts  she  states  are,  that  captain  Mar 
tame  very  frequently  to  my  house ;  that  he  dir 
there  three  or  four  times  a  Week  in  the  latter  € 
of  the  year  1802 ;  that  he  sat  next  to  me  at  dinn 
and  that  my  conversation  after  dinner  in  the  ev* 
Itig,'  used  to  be  with  captain  Manby  separate  fr< 
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'    my  ladies.    These  lare  the  facts ;   s^id  is  it  upon 
?^them  that  my  character,  I  will  nf>t  sayJs  to  be 
taken  away,  but  is  to  be  q^c/<^J  ? 

"Captain  Manby  had,  in  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year,  been  introduced  to  me  by  lady  Towns- 
hend,  when  I  was  upon  a  visit  to  her  at  Rainham. 
1  think  he  came  there  only  the  day  before!  left  it 
He  was  a  naval  officer,  as  I  understood,  and  as  I 
still  believe,  of  great  merit.  What  little  expence 
4  in  the  way  of  charity,  I  am  able  to  afford,  I  am 
best  pleased  to  dedicate  to  the  education  of  the 
children  of  poor  but  honest  persons ;  and  I  most 
generally  bring  them  up  to  the  service  of  the  navy. 
I  had  at  that  time  two  boys  at  school,  wliom  I 
thought  of  an  age  fit  to  be  put  to  sea,  I  desired 
lady  Townshend  to  prevail  upon  captain  Manby 
to  take  them.  He  consented  to  it,  and  of  course  I 
was  obliged  to  him. 

"  About  this  time,  or  shortly  afterwards,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Africaine,  a  ship  which  was  fitting 
up  at  Deptford.  To  be  near  his  ship,  as  I  under- 
stood and  believe,  he  took  lodgings  at  Blackheath; 
and  as  to  the  mere  fact  of  his  being  so  frequently 
at  my  bouse,  his  intimacy  and  friendship  with  lord 
and  lady  Townshend,  which  of  itself  was  assurance 
to  me  of  his  respectability  and  character;  my 
^pleasure  in  shewing  my  respect  to  them  by  notice 
nnd  attention  to  a  friend  of  theirs ;  his  undertaking 
the  care  of  my  charity  boys,  and  his  accidental 


residence  at  Blackheath,  will,  I  should  trost,  not 
um-easonably  account  for  it.  I  have  a  similar  ac- 
count likewise  to  give  of  pay ing  for  the  linen  fur- 
niture with  which  his  cabin  was  furnished.  Wish- 
ing to  make  him  some  return  for  his  trouble  witH 
the  boys,  1  desired  that  I  might  chooisie  the  pattern 
of  his  furniture.  I  not  only  chose-  it,  but  haid  if 
sent  to  him,  and  paid  the  '  bill ;  finding,  ho  we  vet, 
that  it  did  not  come  to  more  than  about  twenty 
pounds,  I  thought  it  a  shabby  present,  and  th^es^ 
fore  added  some  trifling  present  of  plate.  Bb  I 
have  frequently  done,  and  1  hope  without  oflfende, 
may  be  permitted  to  do  again  to  any  captain  Oh 
whonl  I  impose  such  trouble.  Sir  Samuel  Hoodf 
has  now  two  of  my  charity  boys  with  him,  and  I 
have  presented  him  with  a  silver  epergne.  I 
should  be  ashamed  to  notice  such  things,  but  yotith 
majesty  perceives  that  they  are  made  the  subject 
of  inquiry  from  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Stike- 
man,  and  1  was  desirous  that  they  should  not 
appear  to  be  particular  in  the  case  of  captain  Maiiby' 
"  But  to^  return  to  Mrs.  Lisle's  examination! 
Mrs.  Lisle  says,  that  Captain  Manby,  when  he  din- 
ed with  me,  sat  next  to  ine  at  dinner.  Before  any 
inference  is  drawn  from  that  fact,  I  am  sure  your 
majesty  will  observe  that  in  the  next  line  of  Mrs. 
Lisle*s  examination  she  says,  **  that  the  constant 
company  was  Mrs.  and  Miss  Fitzgerald,  and  her- 
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•elf  Mrs,  Lisle.**  The  pnly  gentlemtn^  the  pnty 
person  of  the  whole  party  who  was  pot. of  my  own 
family  was  captain  Manby ;  and  his  sitting  next  to 
me»  under  such  circumstances,  I  should  appreheiidt 
could  not  possibly  afford  any  inference  of  any  kind. 
In  the  evening  we  were  never  alone.  The  whole 
company  sat  together ;  nay,  even  as  to  his  being 
with  me  alone  of  a  morning,  Mrs.  Lisle  seeps  to 
know  nothing  of  the  &ct,  but  from  a  conjecture 
founded  upon  her  knowledge  of  my  known  usual 
habit,  with  respect  to  seeing  gentlemen  who  might 
cs^  upon  me.  And  the  very  foundation  of  her 
conjecture  demonstrates  that  this  circumstance  can 
be  no  evidence  of  any  thing  particular  with  regard 
to  captain  Manby. 

;  "  As  to  my  conversing  with  captain  Manby  se- 
parately, I  do  not  understand  Mrs.  Lisle  as  mean- 
ing to  speak  to  the  state  of  the  conversation  unin- 
terruptedly, during  the  whole  of  any  of  the  seyeral 
evenings  when  captain  Manby  was  with  me ;  if  I 
did  so  understand  her,  I  should  certainly  most  con^ 
fidently  assert,  that  she  was  not  correct.  That  in 
the  bourse  of  the  evening,  as  the  ladies  were  work- 
ing, reading,  or  otherwise  amusing  themselves,  the 
cpnyersation  was  sometimes  more,  and  sometimes 
less  general ;  and  that  they  sometimes  took  more» 
sometimes  less  part  in  it ; — that  frequently  it  was 
between  captain  Manby  and  myself  alone;  and 
that,  when  we  were  altogether,  we  two  might  fre* 


quentfy  be  the  only  .persons  not  otherwiie  engage 
ed,  and  tfaerefoie  be  justly  said  to  be  speakkfi|^, to- 
gether separately.  Besides/captain  Manby  has.  been 
round  the  world  with  captain  Vanootfvre.     I  have 
looked  over  prints  and  books  of  voyages  with -him ;  • 
he  has  explained  them  to  me ;  the  ladies  may  -ot 
may  bot  have  been  looking  over  them  at  the  same 
time;* they  may  have  been  engaged  with  their  owa 
amusements.     Here  again 'we  may  be  said  to  ha^e 
been  conversing  separately,  and  consequently  that 
Mrs.  Lisle,  in  this  sei>se,  is  perfectly  jnstified  in 
saying  that  **^  I  used  to  converse  separately  wifli 
captain  Manby  f  I  have  not  the  least  difficulty  in 
admitting.     But  have  I  not  again  reason  to  com^ 
plain  that  this  expression  of  Mrs.  Lisle's  was  not 
more  sifted,  but  left  in  a  manner  calculated  to  raise 
an  impression  that  this  separate  conversation  was 
studiously  sought  for,  was  constant,  uniform,  and 
uninterrupted,  though  it  by  no  means  asserts  any 
such  thing?     But  whether  I  used  always  so  to 
converse  with  him  ;  or  generally,  or  only  sometimes^ 
or  for  what  proportion  of  the  evening  I  used  to  be 
so  engaged,  is  left  unasked  and  unexplained.  Have 
I  not  hkewise  just  reason  to  complain,  that  thougli  > 
Mrs.  Lisle  states,  that  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  and  Misa 
Fitzgerald  were  always  of  the  ^party,  Jthey  ^wre ,  not 
both  examined,  to  these  cireurastanties?     But  Miss* 
Fitzgerald  is^notefxMiihed'at  all  vend  Mbs.  F>it5&- 
geralri;  thou^  examined^i  ^and  e^mined  too  witb 


i ' 


.i 


C  m  3 

mp|9rt  to  cftpt8i»  MfmUyi  4cmi|iot  app«r  to  have 

had  a  di^le  question  pui^  tf>  bqr  ;  witb  respect  to 

myr  thiog  which  passed  eon.e0rniiig  him  at  Mon^- 

tague  house.    May  I  not^  theiefore,  complain  that 

the  exatnination^  leaving  the  generality  of  Mrs* 

Lisl^s  expressions  unexplained  by  herself  ;.*apd  the 

scenes  to  which  it  relates  unexamined  into  by  call* 

ing 'the  other  persons  who  were  present^  is  leai4ng 

it  preeisdy  in  that  state  wUcb  is  better  calculated 

to  ittise  a  suspicion  than  to  ascertain  the  truth. 

''  But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  un&?ourable  im« 

presi&dti  which  is  most  likely  to  be  made  by  Mrii 

Xisle*^  examination,  is  not  by  her  evidence  to  tbe 

factSy  but  by  her  opinion  upon  them^-    *^  I  appear**' 

ed,"  she  says,  **  to  like  the  conversation  of  captain 

Manby  better  than  that  of  my  ladies.     I  behaved 

to  him  only  ^  a  woman  who  likes  flirting ;  my 

Gonduet  was  unbecoming  a  married  woman ;  she 

cannot  say  whether  1  was  attached  to  captain  Man* 

by  or  not ;  it  was  only  a  flirting  conduct."— Now^ 

sire,  I  must  here  again  most  seriously  complain  Uiat 

the  commissioners  should  have  called  for,  or  re^- 

ceived,  and  much  more  reported  in  this  manner, 

the  opinion  and  judgment  of  Mrs.  Lisle  upon  my 

oondud.    Your  majesty's  warrant  purports  to  au- 

thorisie  them  to  collect  the  evidence,  and  net  the 

opinion  of  others :  and  to  report  it  with  their  own 

judgment  surely,  and  not  Mr&  Lisle's.  Mrs.  Lisle's 

jttdgtiMit  was^  formed  upon  those  &cts  whioh  she 

Er 
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Stated  to  the  ooinmi8sioners«  or  upon  other  facti>  If 
upon  those  she  stated^  the  cprnmissioners  and  you^ 
majesty  are  as  well  able  to  form  the  judgment  upon 
them  as  she  was.  If  upon  other  facts,  the  oppo- 
missionei^  should  have  heard  what  those  other  facts 
were,  and  upon  them  have  formed  and  reportf^ 
their  judgment 

^'  I  am  aware,  indeed^  that  if  I  were,  to  argue 
that  the  facts  which  Mrs.  Lisle  states  afford  this 
explanation  of  what  she  means  by  '*  only  f^irtipg 
conduct,*^  and  by  **  behaviour  unbecoming  afam^r 
ried  woman,*^  namely,  that  it  consisted  ip  )i|iyij^g 
the  same  gentleman  to  dine  with  me  three  xur^^OAf 
times  a  week  ;«-*'letting  him  sit  next  to  me  alj.^pr 
ner,  when  there  were  no  other  strangers  in  cowt 
pany; — conversing  with  him  separately,  and^.^^Pf 
pearing  to  prefer  his  conversation  to  that  of  the 
ladies,— -it  would  be  observed,  probably,  that  thi^ 
was  not  ail;  that  there^  vvas  .always  a  certain  iqir 
describable  something  in  manner,  which  gave  rthe 
character  to  conduct,  and  must  have  entered  m9inr 
ly  into  such  a  judgment  as  Mrs.  Lisle  has  here  pro- 
nouticed. 

**  To  a  certain  extent  1  should  be  obliged  to 
agree  to  this ;  but  if  I  am  to  have  any  prejudice 
from  this  observation ;  if  it  is  to  give  a  weight  ai^d 
authority  to  Mrs.  Lisle*s  judgment,  let  me  baye 
the  advantage  of  it  also«  If  it  justifies  the  coj^iclur 
luon  that  Mrs.  Lisle's  censure  upcffi  my  conduct  )f 


C    807    3 

tighU  it  r^uires  also  that  equal  credit  should  Im 
given  to  the  qualification^  the  limit,  and  the  re- 
striction  which  she  herself  puts  upon  th^  cen^ 
sure. 

^  Mrs.  Lisle  seeing  all  the  facts  which  ^he  rc^ 
kt^  and  observing  much  of  manner,  which  per- 
haps she  could  not  describe,  limits  the  expression 
"  flirting  conduct,"  by  filing  it  *'  only  flirting," 
aAd  says  (upon  haying  the  question  asked  toiler, 
nb  ddubt,  whether  from  the  whole  she  could  collect 
f  I<at  t  was  attached  to  captain  Manby )  says  "  she 
etrilA  not  say  whether  I  was  attached  to  him,  my 
obttidtrct  was  not  of  a  nature  that  proved  any  at- 
tadkment  to  him,  it  was  only  a  flirting  conduct.** 
Uhjust,  therefore,  as  I  think  it,  that  any  such  ques- 
tkms  should  have  been  put  to  Mrs.  Lisle,  or  that 
her  judgment  should  have  been  taken  at  all ;  yet 
what  I  fear  from  it,  as  pressing  with  peculiar  hard- 
ship upon  me,  is,  that  though  it  is  Mrs.  Lisle's  final 
and  ultimate  judgment  upon  the  whole  of  my 
conduct,  yet,  when  delivered  to  the  commissioners 
and  your  majesty,  it  becomes  evidence,  whicb^ 
connected  with  all  the  facts  on  which  Mrs.  Lisle 
had  formed  it,  may  lead  to  still  further  and  mor^ 
unfavourable  conclusions  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
are  afterwards  to  judge  upon  it ; — that  her  judg- 
ment  will  be  the  foundation  of  other  judgments 
against  me,  much  severer  than  her  own  ;  'and  that 
thdU^  she  evidently  limits  her  opinion^  and  by 
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■aying  '^  oKliiY  flirting^''  imj^edly  negatire^  it  as 
nfibrdlng  ainy  ihdicsatiofi  of  toy  thing  more  imfpo- 
per«  while  she  proceeds  expresfbf  to  negative  it  as 
affording  any  proof  of  attachment ;  yet  it  may  be 
thought  by  othelv,  to  justify  their  coiitideriog  it  as 
a  species  <if  oonduet,  which  shewed  an  attachment 
to  tiie  man  to  whom  it  was  addressed ;  wfaich^  in  a 
married  woman  was  criminal  and  wrong*. 

♦*  What  Mrs,  Lisle  exactly  means  by  imfy  flirU 
ing  conduct-^ what  degree  of  improprietgr  ^  icon- 
duct  she  would  describe  by  it,  it  is  extrefoely  dif- 
ficult,  with  any  precision,  to  ascertain.  How  many 
women  are  there,  most  virtuous,  most  truly  jno^ 
dest,  incapable  of  any  thing  impure,  vieious^  or 
immoral,  in  deed  or  thought,  who,  from  greater 
vivacity  of  spirits,  from  less  natural  reserve,  from 
that  want  of  caution  which  the  very  consciousness 
of  innocence  betrays  them  into,  conduict  themselves 
in  a  manner  which  a  woman  of  a  graver  character, 
of  more  reserved  disposition,  but  not  with  one  par- 
ticle of  superior  virtue,  thinks  too  incautious^  too 
unreserved,  too  familiar ;  and  which,  if  forced  upon 
her  oath  to  give  her  opinion  upon  it,  she  might 
feel  herself,  as  an  honest  woman,  bound  to  say,  in 
that  opinion,  was  flirting  ? 

"  But  whatever  s^ise  Mrs,  Lisle  annexes  to  the 
word  "  flirting,"  it  is  evident,  as  I  said  before,  that 
fehe  cannot  mean  any  thing  mminal,  vicious,  or  in- 
dent, or  any  thing  with  the  least  shade  of  deeper 


nnpopriety  thsai^  what  ia  neoes^GurUy  ^xpi!$s8ed 

in  the  word  ^^  flirting.''    Sb#  never  would  have 

ftdd^»  as  she  does  in  both  instances,  that  it  was 

OKLT  flirting ;  if  she  had  thought  it  of  a  q«ig\ity  to 

be  recorded  in  a  formal  repcHi:^  amongst  ciroum- 

<  itanoM  which  rmuft  occasion  the  mast  imfavourable 

imer|»retationsy  and  which  deserved  the  niost  lieri- 

ous  consideration  of  your  majesty.    To  use  it  so, 

"  1  am  sure  your  majesty  must  see  is  to  press  it  far 

^''h^Cfivi  the  meaning  which  she  would  assign  to  it 

■  '  ^  And  as  1  have  admitted  that  there  may  be 
tatidt  indescribable  in  the  manner  of  doing  any 
thing,  so  it,  must  be  admitted  to  me  that  thene  is 
much  indescribable,  and  most  material  also  in  the 
manner  cf  saying  any  thing,  and  in  the  accent  with 
whidi  it  is  said.  The  whole  context  serves  much 
to  explain  it ;  and  if  it  is  in  answer  to  a  question, 
the  words  of  that  question,  the  manner  and  the  ac- 
cent in  which  it  is  asked,  are  also  most  material  to 
und^fetand  the  precise  meaning  which  the  expres- 
sions are  intended  to  convey ;  and  I  must  kment 
therefore  extremely,  if  my  character  is  to  be  affect* 
ed  by  the  opinion  of  any  witness,  that  the  ques- 
tion by  whidi  that  opinion  was  drawn  from  her, 
were  not  given  too  as  well  as  her  answers,  and  if 
this  inquiry  had  been  prosecuted  before  your  ma- 
jesty's privy  council,  tiie  more  solemn  and  usual 
cduftSe  of  proceeding  there  would,  as  I  am  inform 
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ed,  haye  furnished  or'enabled  me  to  ftilrriish  ymir 
iMJesty  with  the  questions  as  well  as  the  answers. 

^  Mrs.  Lisle/  it  should  also  be  observed,  was^  at 
the  time  of  her  examination,  under  the  severe  op- 
pression of  having  but  a  few  days  before  heard  of 
the  death  of  her  daughter ; — a  daughter  who  had 
been  happily  married,  and  who  had  lived  happily 
with  her  husband  in  mutual  attachment  till  her 
death.  The  very  circumstance  of  her  then  situa- 
tion would  naturally  give  a  graver  and  severer  ekst 
to  her  opinions.  When  the  question  was  proposed 
to  her  as  a  general  question,  (and  I  presume  it  ttmst 
have  been  so  put  to  her)  lyhether  my  conduct  ^was* 
such^  ds  would  become  a  married  woman, '  possiUj^ 
ha:  own  daughter's  conduct,  and  what  she  would 
have  expected  of  her,  might  present  itself  to  her 
mind.  And  I  confidently  submit  to  your  majes- 
ty's better  judgment,  that  such  a  general  question 
ought  not  in  a  fair  and  candid  consideration  of  my 
case,  to  have  been  put  to  Mrs.  Lisle,  or  any  other 
woman.  For,  as  to  my  conduct  being,  or  not  be- 
ing becoming  a  married  woman ;  the  same  con- 
duel,  or  any  thing  like  it  which  may  occur  in  my 
case,  could  not  occur  in  the  case  of  a  married 
woman  who  was  not  living  in  my  unfortunate  si- 
tuation ;  ori  if  it  did  occur,  it  must  occur  under 
circumstances  which  must  give  it,  and  most  de- 
servedly, a  very  different  chariacter.  A  marrfed 
Womto  living  well  and  happily  with  her  husband^ 
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fOttld  not  be  frequently!  having  one  gentleman  at 
heiv  table  with  no  other  company  but  ladies  of  jbec 
&mily ;  she  could  not  be  spending  .faet  ey^ings 
frequently   in   the  same  society^  and  rsepanntely 
eonversing  with  that  gentleman,  unless  eith^  wit}]b 
tiie  privity  and  consent  of  her  husbands  or  by  tal^^i 
i|ig  advantage,  with  some  management^  ^^  bis  ^^> 
nocance  and  his  absence  ;<--4f  it  was  witti  his  pdi^ 
vity  and  consent,  that  very  circumstance  alopew;oiuldv 
lU^uestionably  alter  the  character  of  such  om^ 
duct«7r-if  with  management  she  avoided  his,knaw-7 
Ifld^,  that  very  management  would  betray>  ar  ba^ 
i|Kitive.    The  cases,  therefore,  are  not  parallel  ^^r^ 
the  illustration  is  not  just ;  and  the  question  wbich^ 
called  for  such  an  answer  from  Mrs«  Lisle,  i^ughti 
noti  in  candor  and  fairness,  to  have  been  pi|t.         t^ 
**  I  entreat  your  majesty,  however,  not  to  mkun* 
derstand  me ; — I  should  be  ashamed  indeed  to  be> 
suspected  of  pleading  any  peculiar  or  unfortunate) 
cireumstance  in  my  situation,  as  an  excuse  foe  any> 
criminal  or  indecent  act    With  respect  tO(  siidir 
acts,  most  unquestionaUy  such  circumstances .  Gfkm 
make  no  difference  ;*-*-and  afford  no  excuse.  .  The|$i 
must  bear  their  own  character  of  disgrace  and  in«-> 
&liiy.  under  all  circumstances.    But  there<^  are  je^^b 
wfai^  are  unbecoming  a  married  w^an,  which/ 
ought.to  be  avoided  by  her,  from  an  apprehension, 
lest  they  ^ould  render  her  husband  uneai^^>.  not,, 
bftoawse  they  m^ht  givie  him  any  reason  to  dift^iist . 
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her  chastity,  her  virtue  or  her  OKMrals,  but  beedaM 
tbey  might  wound  his  feeliilgs  by  indicating  a  prt^ 
ferenoe  to  the  society  of  another  man  over  his^  m 
a  case  where  she  had  the  option  of  both.  But  sure^ 
ly,  as  to  such  acts,  they  must  necessarily  bMr  a 
very  different  character,  and  reeeive  a  very  difitnv 
ent  construction,  in  a  case  where,  unhappily,  then^ 
can  be  no  such  apprehensioni  and  where  tber^  •  i# 
no  such  option.    I  must,  therefore,  be  excused  for 
dwelling  so  much  upon  this  pasrt  of  the  case ;  and' 
I  am  sure  your  majesty  will  fee!  me  warranted  ih 
saying,  what  I  say  with  a  confidence,  exactly  pWl^ 
portioned  to  the  respectabiHty  of  Mrs.  Lisle^  did- 
racter,  that  whatever  she  meant  by  any  of  theM^ 
expressions,  she  could  not  by  possibility  have  meant 
to  describe  conduct  which  to  her  mind  aflbrded 
evidence  of  crime,  vice,  or  indecency.     If  she  had, 
her  regard  to  her  own  character^  her  own  delicacy, 
her  own  honourable  and  virtuous  feelings,  would, 
in  less  than  the  two  years  wMch  have  since  elapsi^^ 
have  found  some  excuse  for  separating  herself  from 
that  intimate  connection  which  by  her  situation  irt 
my  household,  subsists  between  us;     She  would 
not  have  remained  exposed  to  the  repetition  of  so 
gross  an  offence  and  insult  to  a  modest,  virtmmi,. 
and  delicate  woman,  as  that  of  being  made  nig^t 
by  night  witness  to  scenes,  openly  acted  in  her 
presence,  offensive  to  virtu^  and  decorum. 
^  If  your  majesty  thinks  1  have  dwelt  too  long  and 
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tediously  on  this  part  of  the  case,  I  entreat  your 
majesty  to  think  what  I  must  feel  upon  it.    J  fet^l 
it  a  great  hardship,  as  I  have  frequently  stated,  that 
under  the  cover  of  a  grave  charge  of  high  treason, 
the  proprieties  and  decencies  of  my  private  conduct, 
and  behaviour  have  been  made  the  subject,  as  I 
believe,  so  unprecedently,  of  a  formal  investigation, 
upon  oath.   And  that,  in  consequence  of  it,  I  niay^; 
at  this  moment,  be  exposed  to  the  danger  or  for-, 
feiting  your  majesty's  good  opinion,  and  being  de« 
graded  and  disgraced  in  reputation,  through  the 
country,  because  what  Mrs.  Lisle  has  said  of  my 
conduct, — that  it  was  '^  only  that  of  a  woman  who 
liked  flirting,"  has  become  recorded  in  the  report 
on  this  formal  enquiry  made  into  matters  of  grave 
crimes, -and  of  essential  importance  to  the  state. 

"  Let  me  conjure  your  majesty,  over  and  over 
again,  before  you  suffer  this  circumstance  to  preju- 
dice me  in  your  opinion,  not  only  to  weigh  all  the 
circumstances  I  have  stated,  but  to  look  round  the 
first  ranks  of  female  virtue  in  this  country,  and  see 
how  many  women ,  there  are  of  most  unimpeached 
reputati(»n,  of  most  unsullied  and  unsuspected  ho« . 
nour,- character,  and  virtue,  whose  conduct,  though 
living  happily  with  their  husbands,  if.  submitted  to 
the  judgment  of  persons  of  a  :Severer  cast  of  mind,^ 
especially  if  saddened  at  the  moment  by  calamity, 
might  be  styled  to  be ''  flirting.**    I  would  not^. 

however,  be  understood  as  intending  to  represent 

Ss 


c  «4  a 

Mlrs.  Listens  judgment  a&  being  likely  to  be  mariaRl 
with  any  improper  austerity,  and  therefore  I  asa 
oertaiA  she  must  either  have  had  no  idea  timt  tiie 
expressions  she  has  used,  m  the  manner  whieh: 
she  used  them,  were  capable  of  being  imdnstool: 
in  so  serious  a  light  as  to  he  referred  to,  anMngal 
circumstanees  deserving  the  most  sadous  eomstderar 
tiion,  and  which  must  oocasioit  most  un&vouiatib 
interpretations;  or  she  must,  by  the  inppoong 
novelCy  of  her  situation,  in^  privajbe  examinatiQB 
before  four  such  grave  choraateiBy^  have,  beeft  siu- 
prised  ih4fa  the  use  of  expressions  wfaidi,,wablih.S) 
better  opportunity  of  weighing  them,,  sberi'roui^) 
either  not*  have*  used^  at  idl,  or  have  aecomtpahkdi 
^ith  stiK  more'  of  qualifioation  than^  that  whiefa^  sbft 
has,  however,  in  some>c|[egree^  as  it  is>.  anuexed:to 
them. 

^  Bu^  my  gwa4>  com^daint  is:  the:  ha^ingia^ 
t!eulai4y  M^  Mde^SLopinipn,  but  any  pensoiii'a  ^^ 
nion-  set^  up^  as  it  \wx^  in:  judgsfiefit.  agsinst.tjie^. 
pmi^iety  o(^  my>  pmvate  oondueL     How  wouldlJt! 
be^end^rsd^  thattheijtidgmimtof  one^tnani  afao^ldi 
be  asd^r  CR^^  redwdekt in> aiSolemni  report ;  aigjuwti 
t^  (y)nd4iet»  of  ^  asiotfaei^  eitihe^'  with .  respeot !  tq-:  hiK 
be9mv4i)^«to'IftSc<Anldl!en^  or  to  his  wife,  or.  taati^ 
oth^t'T^dtive^'i  hiy«(r- woaldt  it-  be:  enducedi.  in  i  g^f 
nerali^^i^  |<tFii6t'  thtttt  my^  casei ougbt  hot^i  in.  tbift 
res^ot^.-lb^finnaii^eite  one 'womaoi 

shdnld^ln^a^sit^ildi^iuianner  beDjdaoedrin:  jui%QiimtJ 


upon  the  conduct  of  another ;  and  that  judgment 
be  reported,  where  her  character  was  of  roost  iip? 
portance  to  her,  as  amongst  things,  which  must  be 
credited  till  decidedly  contradicted  ?  Let  every  one 
put  these  question  home  to  their  own  breasts,  and 
before  theyimpute  blame  to  me  for  protesting  against 
the  fiumess  and  justice  of  this  procedure,  ask  how 
they  would  feel  upon  it,  if  it  were  their  own  ease. . 
*•  But  perhaps  they  cannot  bring  their  imagina^ 
tians  to  conceive  that  it  could  ever  become  their 
own  case.  A  few  months  ago  I  could  not  have 
believed  that  it  would  have  been  mine. 

^*  But  the  just  ground  of  my  complaint  may  per- 
haps be  more  easily  appreciated  and  felt,  by  sup* 
posing  a  mare  familiar,  but  an  analogous  case.  The 
high  treason  with  which  I  was  charged  was  sup* 
poied  to  be  committed  in  the  feul  crime  of  adultery. 
What  would  be  the  impression  of  your  majesty, 
what  would  be  the  impres^on  upon  the  mind  of 
any  oae  acquainted  with  the  excellent  laws  of  you? 
majesty's  kingdom,  and  the  admirable  administra- 
tion of  them,  if,  upon  a  commission  of  this  kind, 
secretly  to  mquire  into  the  conduct  of  any  man 
upon  a  charge  of  high  treason  against  the  state,  the 
commissioners  sliould  not  only  proceed  to  inquire, 
whether,  in  the  judgment  of  the  witness,  the  con- 
duct of  the  accused  was  such  as  became  a  loyal 
subject;   but,  when  the  result  of  their  inquiry 
obliged  them  to  report  directly  against  the  charge 
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of  treason,  they  nevertheless  should  rec<»^  an  im 
putation  or  libel  against  his  character  for  loyalty;  1  L 
and  reporting,  as  part  of  the  evidence,  the  opinion  I  w 
of  the  witness,  that  the  conduct  of  the  accused  I  zh 
was  such  as  did  not  become  a  loyal  subject ;  should  1 1 
further  report,  that  the  evidence  ©f  that  witness,  ]  im 
without  specifying  any  part  of  it,  must  be  credited  I  a 
till  deciSedly  contradicted,  and  deserved  the  most 
serious  consideration  ?  how  could  he  appeal  from  J  ac 
that  report?   how  could  he  decidedly  contradict   \x 


the  opinion  of  the  witness  ?  sire,  there  is  no  dif- 
ference between  this  supposed  case  and  mine,  but 
this,  that  in  the  case  of  the  man,  a  character  for 
loyalty,  however  injured,  could  not  be  destroyed 
by  such  an  insinuation.  His  future  life  might  give 
him  abundant  opportunities  of  falsifying  the  justice  ji 
of  it.  But  a  female  character,  once  so  blasted,  what  ^a 
hope  or  chance  has  it  of  recovery  ?  j 

"  Your  majesty  will  not  fail  to  perceive,  that  1    = 
have  pressed  this  part  of  the  case  with  an  earnest*    * 
ness  which  shews  that  I  have  felt  it.     I  have  jn^ 
wish  to  disguise  from  your  majesty  that  I  ba^^^ 
felt  it,  and  felt  it  strongly.     It  is  the  only  pau^^ 
of  the  case  which  I  conceive  to  be  in  the  le»^^ 
degree  against    me,    that  rests  upon   a   witncr-^^ 
who  is  at  all  worthy  of  your  majesty's   cred  i  ^' 
How  unfair  it  is,  that  any   thing  she  has   sai^ 
should    be  pressed  against   me,   I   trust  I  ha^^^ 
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sufficiently  shewn.  In  canvassing,  however,  Mrs. 
Lisle's^  evidence,  I  hope  I  have  never  forgot. what 
-  was  due  to  Mrs.  Lisle»  I  have  been  as  anxious 
not  to  do  her  injustice,  as  to  do  justice  to  myself. 
I  retain  the  same  respect  and  regard  for  Mrs.  Lisle 
now  as  I  ever  had.  If  the  unfavourable  impres- 
sions, which  the  commissioners  seem  to  suppose, 
feirly  arise  out  of  the  expressions  she  has  used,  I 
am  confident  they  will  be  understood  in  a  sense 
which  was  never  intended  by  her.  And  I  should 
scorn  to  purchase  any  advaYitage  to  myself,  at  the 
'  expence  of  the  slight^t  ii^putation,  unjustly  cast 
lipoh  Mrs.  Lisle,  or  any  one  else. 

"Leaving,  therefore,  with  these  observations. 
Mips.  Lisle's  evidence,  I  must  proceed  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Bidgood.  The  parts  of  it  which 
apply  to  this  part  of  the  case,  I  mean  my  conduct 
to  captain  Manby  at  Montague  house,  I  shall  detail. 
They  are  as  follow :  '*  I  first  observed  captain 
Manby  come  to  Montague  house  either  the  end  of 
1803,  or  the  beginning  of  1804.  I  was  waiting  one 
day  in  the  anti-room;  captain  Manby  had  his  hat  in . 
his  hand,  and  appeared  to  be  going  away ;  he  was  a 
long  time  with  the  princess,  and,  as  I  stood  on  the 
steps  waiting,  I  looked  into  the  room  in  which  they 
were,  and  in  the  reflection  on  the  looking-glass  I 
saw  them  salute  each  other.  I  mean  that  they 
kissed  each  other's  lips.  Cajptain  Manby  then 
went  away.   I  then  observed  the  princess  have  her 
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handkercbief  in  her  h«nds,  and  wipe  ber  eyes^  as  if 
she  was  crying,  and  went  into  the  drawing-room/' 
In  bis  second  deposition,  on  the  3d  of  July,  talking 
€£  his  suspicions  of  what  passed  at  Southend,  he 
says,  they  arode  from  seeing  them  kiss  each  other, 
as  1 1  mentioned  before,  like  people  fond  of  each 
other ; — •*  a  very  close  ki^s  " 

**'  In  these  extracts  from  his  depositions,  there  can 
undoubtedly  be  no.  complaint  of  any  thing  being 
left  to  inference.  Here  is  a  fact  which  must  un- 
questionably occasion  almost  as  unfavourable  in- 
terpretations as  any  fact  of  the  greatest  impropriety 
and  indecorum,  short  of  the  proof  of  actual  crime. 
And  thisfact  is  positively  and  afl^rmatively  sworn  to. 
And  if  this  witness  is  truly  represented,  as  one  who 
must  be  credited  till  he  is  decidedly  contradicted ; 
and  the  decided  contradiction  of  the  parties  accused 
should  be  considered  as  unavailing,  it  constitutes  a 
charge  which  cannot  possibly  be  answered.  For  the 
scene  is  so  laid,  that  there  is  no  eye  to  witness  it 
but  his  own ;  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  one 
who  can  possibly  contradict  him,  however  false  his 
story  may  be,  but  the  persons  whom  he  accused: 
As  for  me,  sire,  there  is  no  mode,  the  most  solemn 
that  can  be  devised,  in  which  I  shall  not  be  anxious 
and  happy  to  contradict  iL  And  I  do  here  most 
solemnly,  in  the  face  of  heaven,  most  directly  and 
positively  affir^n,  that  it  is  as  foul,  malicious,  and 
wicked  a  falsehood  a^  ever  was  invented  by  the 


I 


mafice  of  tnati.  CapWin  Mainby,  to  whom  I  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  deposition  which  I  annex,  most  qx- 
pre^ly  and  positively  denies  it  also.  Beyond 
these  our  two  denials,  there  is  pothing  which  can 
by  pos(5ibtIity  be  directly  opposed,  to  Mr.  Bidgood^s 
evidence. — All  that  remains  to  b^  done  is  to  ei- 
amine  Mr.  Bidgood's  credit,  and  to  see  how  far  he 
deserves  the  character  which  the  commissioners 
give  to  him, — Kfow  unfoundedly  they  gave  such  a 
character  to  JVfr.  Cole,  your  majesty,  I  atii  satisfied^ 
must  be  fully  convinced. 

'*  T  sfuppose  there  must  be  some  mistake^  I  will 
Hot  call'  if  by  any  harsher  name,  for  I  think  it  dan 
be  no  more  than  a  mistake,  in  Mr.  Bidgood's  say- 
ing, that  the  first  time  he  knew  captain  Manby 
come  to  Montague  house  was  at  the  end  of  1803, 
or  beginning  of  1804 ;  for  he  first  came  at  the  end 
of  the  former  year ;  and  the  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Bid- 
good  must  have  seen  him  then. — But,  however, 
the  date  is  comparatively  immaterial,  the  fact  it  is 
tiiat  is  important. 

'^  And  here,  sire,  surely  I  have  the  same,  com- 
{4aint  which  I  have  so  often  urged.  I  would  ask 
your  majesty,  whether  I,  not  as  a  princess  of 
Wales,  but  as  a  party  accused,  had  not  a  right  to 
be  thought,  and  to  be  presumed,  innocent,  till  I  was 
pi^oved  to  be  guilty  ?  Let  me  ask,  if  there  ever 
could  exist  a  case  in  which  the  credit  of  the  wit- 
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ness  ought  to  have  been  more  severely  sifted  and 
tried  ?  The  fact  rested  solely  upon  his  single  as- 
sertion. However  false,  it  could  not  possibly  re- 
ceive contradiction  but  from  the  parties.  The 
story  itself,  surely,  is  not  very  probable.  My  cha- 
racter cannot  be  considered  as  under  inquiry;  it  is 
already  gone  and  decided  upon,  by  those,  if  there 
are  any  such,  who  think  such  a  story  probable, — 
that  in  a  room,  with  the  door  open,  and  a  servant 
known  to  be  waiting  just  by,  we  should  have  acted 
such  a  scene  of  gross  indecency.  The  indiscretion 
at  least  might  have  rendered  it  improbable,  even 
to  those  whose  prejudices  against  me  might  be 
prepared  to  conceive  nothing  improbable  in  the 
indecency  of  it.  Yet  this  seems  to  have  been  re- 
ceived  as  a  fact  that  there  was  no  reason  to  ques- 
tion. The  witness  is  assumed,  without  hesitation^ 
to  be  the  witness  of  truth,  of  unquestionable 
veracity.  Not  the  faintest  trace  is  there  to  be 
found  of  a  single  question  put  to  him,  to  try  and 
sift  the  credit  which  was  due  to  him,  or  to  his  story. 

* 

"  Is  he  asked,  as  I  suggested  before  should  have 
been  done  with  regard  to  Mr.  Cole — To  whom  he 
told  this  fact  before  ?  when  he  told  it  ?  what  was 
ever  done  in  consequence  of  this  information  ?  if 
he  never  told  it,  till  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
lady  Douglas's  statement,  how  could  he  in  his  si-  - 
tuation,  as  an  old  servant  to  the  prince,  with  whom, 
as  he  swears,  he  had  lived  l\Yenty-tiiree  years  ere* 
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diiaUy  to  himself^  accounf  for  having  concealed  it 
so  long  ?  and  how  came  lady  Douglas  and  sir  John 
to  find  out  that  he  knew  it,  if  he  never  had  com* 
miinicated  it  before  ?  If  he  had  communicated  it,^ 
it  would  then  have  been  ujseful  to  have  heard  how 
fkr  his  present  story  was  consistent  with  his  former; 
and  if  it  should  have  happened  that  this  and  other 
matters  which  he  may  have  stated,  were  at  that 
time  made  the  subject  of  any  inquiry ;   then  how 
far  that  inquiry  had  tended  to  confirm  or  shakjC 
his  credit.    His  first  examination  was,  it  is  truCt 
taken  by  lord  Grenville  and  lord  Spencer  alone, 
without  the  aid  of  the  experience  of  the  lord  chan- 
cellor and  lord  chief  justice;  this  undoubtedly  may 
^caunt  for  the  omission ;  but  the  noble  lords  will 
forgive  me  if  I  say,  it  does  not  excuse  it,  especially 
IS  Mr.  Bidgood  was  examined  again  on  the  3d  of 
Fuly  by  all  the  commissioners,  and  this  fact  is  again 
referred  to  then,  as  the  foundation  of  the  suspicion 
vhich  he  afterwards  entertained  of  captain  Manby 
it  Southend.     Nay,  that  last  deposition  afibrds,  on 
ny  part,  another  ground  of  similar  complaint  of 
he  strongest  kind.     It  opens  thus ;  *'  The  princess 
ised  to  go  out  in  her  phaeton  with  coachman  and 
elper,  towards  Long  Keach,  eight  or  ^  ten  times, 
arrying  luncheon  and  wine  with  her,  when  captain 
lanby's  ship  was  at  Long  Reach,  always  Mrs 
9^it^gerald  with  her. — She  would  go  out  at  oni^ 
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aJnd  return  about  -  five  or  six,  sometime*  sooner  olr 
later/* 

"  The  date  when  captain  Manby's  t^bip  was  lying 
at  Long  Reach  is  not  given ;  and  thierefoife  tvhetlier 
this  was  before  or  after  the  scene  of  the  supposed 
sdute,  does  not  appe^.  But  for  what  was  this 
statement  of  Mr.  Bidgood's  made?  wliy  wai  it 
introduced  ?  why  were  these  drives  towards  Long 
Re^ach  with  luncheon  connected  witk  captaiii 
Siianby's  ship  lying  there  at  the  time,  examined  td 
by  the  commissiohers  ?  The  firK*  point,  the  mattei^ 
foremost  in  their  minds,  when  they  call  back  tils 
i^itness  for  his  re-examinatibny  appears  to  have  b^n 
.these  drives  towards  Long  B^^ch* — Can  it  bav^ 
been  for  any  purpose  but  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  insinuation,  to  leave  it  open  to  he  inferred;  that 
those  drives  were  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  caf^tain 
'  Manby  ?  If  this  fact  was  niaterial,  why  in  the  name 
of  justice  was  it  so  left?  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  was 
mentioned  by  name,  as  accompanying  me  in  tbem 
all: 'why  was  not  she  called?  she  perhaps  was  my 
confidant;  no  truth  could  have  been  hoped  for 
from  her; — ^still  there  were  my  coachman  and 
helper,  who  likewise  accompanied  me ;  why  were 
they  not  called  ?  they  are  not  surely  confidants  too. 
— Iftiit  it  is,  for  what-  reason  I  cannot  pretend  to 
say,  thought  sufficient  to  leave  this  fact^  or  raih^t 
this  insinuation,  upon  thfeevidwte  of  Mr.  Bidgood, 
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who  only  saw,  or  could  see  the  way  I  went  when 
I  set  out  upon  my  drive,  instead  of  having  the 
^y^n^i      fact  from  the  persons  who  could  speak  to  the. whole 
'^etiml      of  it ;  to  the  places  I  went  to ;  to  the  persons  whom 
I  met  with. 

'*  Your  majesty  will  think  me  justified  in  dwel- 
ling upon  this,  the  more  from  this  circumstance^ 
because  I  know,  and  wi]}  shew  to  your  majesty^  on 
the  testimony  of  Jonathan  Partridge,  which  lannex, 
that  these  drives,  or  at  least  one  of  them,  have  been 
alceady  the  object  of  previous,  and  I  believe, 
nearly  cotemporary  investigation.  The  truth  is, 
tbl^t  it  did  happen  upon  two  of  these  drives  th^t  I 
met  with  captain  Manby ;  in  one  of  them  that  hfi 
joii\^  me,  and  went  with  me  to  lord  Eardley's^  a^t. 

(Bdvidere,  and  that  be  partook  of  something  which . 
we  had  to  eat ; — that  some  of  lord  Eardley*s  ser- 
1  vants  were  examined  as  to  my  conduct  upon  this 

occasion ;   and  am  confidently  informed  that  the 
servants  gave  a  most  satisfactory  account  of  all  th^t 
passed ;  nay,  that  they  fdt,  and  have  expressed, . 
some  honest  indignation  at  the  foul  suspicion  which, 
the  examination  implied.    On  the  other  occasion, 
having  the  boys  to  go  on-  board  the  Afncaine,  1 
went  with  one  of  my  ladies^to  see  them  on  boardi 
and  captain  Manby  joined  us  in  our  walk  round. 
Mn  Calcraft's  grounds  at  Ingress  park,  opposite  to . 
Long  Reach ;   where  we  walked  while  rav  horses 
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were  baiting.    We  went  into  no  house,  and  mi 
that  occasion  had  nothing  to  eat. 

**  Perfectly  unable  to  account  why  these  facta 
were  not  more  fully  inquired  into,  if  thought  proper 
to  be  inquired  into  at  all,  I  return  again  to  Mr: 
Bidgood^s  evidenee.  As  far  as  it  respects  my  ccii^. 
duct  at  Montague  house,  it  is  confined  to  the  tir^ 
eumstances  which  I  have  already  mentioned^  And, 
upon  those  circumstances,  I  have  no  further  obser-^ 
ViEition,  which  may  tend  to  illustrate  Mr.  Bidgood*s 
credit  to  offer.  But  I  trust  if,  from  other  parts  of 
his  evidence,  your  majesty  sees  traces  of  the  stioii||« 
est  prejudices  against  nie,  and  the  most  scandalousi 
inferences,  drawn  from  circumstances  which  can  in 
no  degree  support  them,  your  majesty  will  then  be; 
able  justly  to  appreciate  the  credit  due  to  eveiy* 
part  of  Mr.  Bidgood's  evidence. 

'  **  Under  the  other  head  into  which  I  have  divided 
this  part  of  the  case,  I  mean  my  conduct  at  Soutli-' 
end  as  relative  to  captain  Manby,  Mr.  Bidgood  is 
more  substantial  and  particular.  His  statement  on 
this  head  begins  by  shewing  that  I  was  at  South- 
end about  six  weeks  before  the  Afiicalne,  captain 
Manby's  ship,  arrived.  That  Mr.  Sicard  was  look'- 
ilig  out  for  its  arrival,  as  if  she  was  expected*  And 
as  it  is  my  practice  to  require  as  constant  a  corres- 
pondence to  be  kept  up  with  my  charity  boy^ 
>Vhen  on  board  of  ship,  as  the  natureof  their  situa^ 


tiQO  will  admit  of,  and  as  Mr.  Si^ourd  isi  the;  person 
^ho  managed  all  matters  concerning  tfaem«,  and 
enters  into  their,  interests  with  the  most  friendly 
anxiety,  he  certainly  was  apprised  of  the  probability 
of  the  ship's  arrival  off  Southend,  before  she  came, 
and  here  I  may  as  well,,  perhaps,  by  the  way  re- 
mark, that. as  this  correspondence  with  the  boys  is 
always  under  cover  to  the  captain;  this  circum- 
stance may  account  to  your  majesty  for  the  fact, 
which  is  stated  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  of  several , 
letters  being  put  into  the  post  by  Sicard,  some  of 
which  he  may  have  received  from  me,  which  were 
directed  to  captain  Manby. 

^'  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Africaine,  however* 
Bidgood   says,  the  captain  put  off  in  his  boat. 

« 

Sicard  went  to  meet  him,  and  immediately  brought 
him  up  to  me  and  my  ladies; — ^he  dined  there 
then,  and  came  frequently  to  see  me.  It  would 
have  been  as  candid  if  Mr.  Bidgood  had  represented 
the  fact  as  it  really  was,  though  perhaps  the  cir- 
cumstance is  not  very  material : — that  the  captain 
brought  the  two  boys  on  shore  with  him  to  see  me, 
and  this,  as  well  as  many  othjer  circumstances  con- 
nected with  these  boys,  thS  existence  of  whom;  as 
accounting  in  any  degree  for  the  intercourse  be- 
tween me  and  captain  Manby,  could  never  have 
been  collected  trom  out  of  Bidgood*s  depositions, 
Sicard  would  have  stated,  if  the  commissioners  had 
examined  him  to  it.  But  though  he  is  thus  referred 
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to,  though  his  name  is  mentioned  about  tlie  letter 
sent  to  captain  Manby,  he  does  not  appear  to  Iiave 
been  examined  to  any  of  them,  and  all  that  h^  ap-, 
pears  to  have  been  asked  is,  as  to  his  remembering 

^  captain  Manby  visiting  at  Montague  house,  and 
to  my  paying  the  expence  of  the  linen  furniture  for 
his  cabin.  But  Mr.  Sicard  was,  I  suppose,  repre- 
sented  by  my  enemies  to  be  a  confidant,  from  whom 
no  truth  could  be  extracted,  and,  therefore,  that  it 
was  idle  waste  of  time  to  examine  him  to  .such 
points ;  and  so  unquestionably  he,  and  every  other 

*  honest  servant  in  my  family,  who  could  be  sup- 
posed to  know  any  thing  upon  the  subject,  were  siu«c 
to  be  represented  by  those  whose  conspiracy  and 
falsehood  their  honesty  and  truth  were  the  best 
means  of  detecting.  The  conspirators,  however, 
had  the  first  word,  and  unfortunately  their  veracity 
was  not  questioned,  nor  their  unfavourable  bias 
suspected. 

"  Mr.  Bidgood  then  proceeds  to  state  the  situation 
of  the  houses,  two  of  which,  with  a  part  of  a 
third  I  had  at  Southend.  He  describes  No.  9.  as 
the  house  in  which  I  slept ;  No.  8,  as  that  in  which 
we  dined;  and  No.  7;  as  containing  a  drawing-room, 
to  which  we  retired  after  dinner.  And  he  says, 
"  I  have  several  times  seen  the  princess,  after  having 
gone  to  No.  7,  with  captain  Manby  and  the  rest  of 
the  company,  retire  with  captain  Manby  from  No.  7, 
through  No.  8,  to  No.  9t  which  was  the  house  where 
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the  princess  slept.  I  suspect  that  captain  Manby 
slept  very  frequently  in  the  house.  Hints  were  given 
by  the  servants,  and  I  believe  that  others  suspected 
it  as  well  as  myself.*  What  those  hints  were,  by 
^virtrat  servants  given,  are  things  which  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  thought  necessary  matters  of  inquir}^ 
-At  least  there  is  no  trace  in  Mr.  Bidgood's,  or  any 
other  witness's  examination,  of  any  such  inquiry 
llaving  been  made. 

"  In  his  second  deposition,  which  applies  to  the 
same  fact,  after  saying  that  we  went  away  the  day 
after  the  Afiritcaine  sailed  from  Southend,  he  says, 
**  captain  Manby  was]  th^e  tbree  times  a- week 
at  the  least,  whilst  his  ship  lay  for  six  weeks  off 
Southend  at  the  Nore ; — ^he  came  as  tide  served  in 
K  morning,  and  to  dine  ^nd  drink  tea.  I  have 
seen  him  next  morning  by  ten  o'clock.  I  suspected 
he  slept  at  No.  9,  the  princess's--She  always  put 
out  the  candles  herself  in  the  drawing-room  at  No. 
9,  and  bid  me  not  wait  to  put  them  up.  She  gave 
me  the  orders  as  soon  as  she  wei)t  to  Southend.  I 
used  to  see  water-jugs,  basons,  and  towels,  set  out 
opposite  the  princess*  door  in  the  passage.  Never 
saw  them  so  left  in  the  passage  at  any  other  time, 
and  1  suspected  he  was  there  at  that  time ;  there 
was  a  general  suspicion  through  the  house.  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Fitzgerald  there,  and  Miss  Hammond 
(now  Mrs.  Hood)  there.  My  suspicion  arose  from 
seeing  them  in  the  glass,"  &c.  as  mentioned  before. 
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*^*'  Her  behaviour  like  thafe  of  a  woman  attached 
to  a  man ;  used  to  be  by  theiilselvies  at  luncheon^ 
at  Southend,  when  the  ladies  were  not  sent  for,; 
a  number  of  times.  There  was  a  poney  which 
captain  Manby  used  to  ride ;  it  stood  in  the  staU^ 
ready  for  him,  and  which  Sicard  used  to  ride.''  TfaaQ 
he  aays,  the  servants  used  to  talk  and  laugh  about 
captain  Manby,  and  that  it  was  a  matter  of  dis- 
course amongst  them ;  and  this,  with  what  has  been 
alluded  to  before,  respecting  Sicard's  putting  letters 
for  him  into  the  post,  which  he  bad  received  from 
me,  contains  the  whole  of  his  deposition  as  &r  as 
respects  captain  Manby.  And,  sire/  as  to  the  &ct 
of  retiring  through  No.  8,  from  No.  7,  to  No.  9» 
alone  with  captain  Manby,  I  have  no  recollection 
of  ever  having  gone  with  captain  Manby,  though 
biit  for  a  moment,  from  the  one  room  in  which  the 
company  was  sitting,  through  the  dining  room  to 
the  other  drawing-room.  It  is,  however,,  now 
above  two  years  ago,  and  to  be  confident  that  such 
a  circumstance  might  not  have  happened,  is  more 
than  I  will  undertake  to  be.  But  in  the  only 
'  sense  in  which  he  uses  the  expression,  as  retiring 
alone,  coupled  with  the  immediate  context  that 
follows,  it  is  most  false  and  scandalous.  I  know 
no  means  of  absolutely  proving  a  negative.  If  the 
fact  was  true,  there  must  have  been  other  witnesses 
who  could  have  proved  it  as  well  as  Mr.  Bidgood. 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald  is  the  only  person  of  the  partv  who 


wais  examineiJi  aiid  heir  evidence  pioves  the  negative 
so  far  as  the  i^egative  can  be  provi^d ;  for  she  say^ 
''  he  dined  there,  but  never  stai^  late:  She  was  at 
Southend  all  the  time  I  was  there,  and  cannot  re^ 
eoUec^t'  to  hiave  seen  captain  Manby  there/or  known 
him  to  be  tliere,  later  than  nine,  ©r  Half  past  nine.^ 
Miss  FitsSg^i'ald  and  Miss  Hammond,  (now  Mm. 
Rood)  are  not  called  to  this  fact ;  although  a  faet 
so  extremely  important  as  it  must  appear  to  yotflr 
liiajesty ;  rior  indeed  are  they  examined  at  all. 

**  As  to  the  putting  out  of  the  candles,  it  seems 
he  says,  J.  gave  the  orders  as  soon  as  I  went  to 
Southeild^  which  was  six  weeks  before  the  Afridaine 
arrived ;  so  this  plan  of  excluding  him  from  the 
opportunity  of  knowing  what  was  going  on  at  No. 
9,  was  part  of  a  long  meditated  scheme,  as  he  would 
represent  it,  planned  and  thought  of  six  weeks  be* 
fore  it  could  be  executed ;  and  which,  when  it  was 
executed,  your  majesty  will  recollect,  according  to 
Mr.  Bidgood's  evidence,  there  was  so  little  contriv- 
ance  to  conceal,  that  the  basons  and  towels,  which 
the  captain  is  insinuated  to  have  used,  were  ex^- 
posed  to  sight,  as  if  to  declare  that  he  was  therie. 

It  is  tedious  and  disgusting,  sire,  I  am  well 

aware,  to  trouble  your  majesty  with  such  parti- 
culars ;  but  it  doubtless  is  true.,  that  I  bid  him  not 
to  take  the  candles  away  from  No.  9.  The  candles 
which  are  used  in  my  drawing-room  are  considered 

at' his  perquisites.    Those  on  the  contrary  which 

Uu 


are  used  in  my  private  apartment  are  the  perqi^j^ 
siteis  of  my  maid.  I  thought  that  upon  the  whole 
it  was  a  fairer  arrangement,  when  I  was  at  Sputb^ 
6nd,-to  give  my  maid  the  perquisites  of  the^candles 
used  at  No.  9;  and  I  made  the  arrangements  ;^Qr 
cordingly,  and  ordered  Mr.  Bidgood  to  leav^  tbeok 
This,  sire,  is  the  true  account  6f  the  fact  respecting 
the  candles ;  an  arrangement  which  very  possibly 
Mr.  Bidgood  did  not  like, 

^*  But  putting  out  the  candles  myself  was  Qpttfafe 
only  thing  from  which  the  inference  is  drawjti,  that 
tiiptain  Manby  slept  at  my  bouse,  at  No.  9*  ai9d^a^  is 
evidently  insinuated,  if  not  stated,  in  my  bedrTppin. 
There  were  water-jugs,  and  basons,  and  tow^U.  jieft 
in  the  passage,  which  Mr.  Bidgood  newr  saw  at 
other  times.  At  what  other  times  does  he  mean  ? 
—at  other  times  than  those  at  which  he  suspected, 
from  seeing  them  there*  that  captain  Manby  slept 
in  my  house  ?  If  every  time  he  saw  the  basons,  and 
towels,  &c.  in  the  passage,  he  suspected  captain 
Manby  slept  there,  it  certainly  would  follow  that 
he  never  saw  them  at  times  when  he  did  not  suspept 
that  fact  But,  sire,  upon  this  important  fact^; im- 
portant to  the  extent  of  convicting  me,  if  it  were 
true<  of  high  treason,  if  it  were  not  for  the  indig- 
nation which  such  scandalous,  licentious .  wicked- 
ness  and  malice  excite,  it  would  hardly  be  possible 
to  treat  it  viith  any  gravity.  Whether  there  were  or 
were  not  basons  and  towdbt iomeiimes  left  in  ^  pflis- 
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sage  at  Southend,  which  were  not  there  generally,. 
tttid  ought  to  have  been  never  there^  I  really  cannot 
inform  your  majesty.  It  certainly  is  possible,  but 
the  utmost  it  ean  prove,  I  should  trust,  might  be 
some  slovenliness  in  my  servant,  who  did  noc  pat 
them  in  their  proper  places  t  but  surely  it  must  be 
left  to  Mr.  Bidgood  alone  to  trace  any  evidence, 
frdm  such  a  circumstance,  of  the  crime  of  adultery 
in  me.  But  I  cannot  thus  leave  this  fact,  for  I  trust 
I 'shall  here  again  have  the  same  advantage,  from 
Bie' excess  and  extravagance  of  this  man's  malice^ 
as  I  have  already  had,  on  the  other  part  of  the 
dtaVge,  from  the  excess  and  extravagance  of  his 
confederate  lady  Douglas. 

*What  is  the  charge  that  he  would  insinuate? 
that  I  meditated  and  affected  a  stolen,  secret,  clan- 
destine intercourse  with  an  adulterer?  No. — Cap- 
tain Manby,  it  seems,  according  to  his  insinuation, 
slept  with  me  in  my  own  house,  under  circumstances. 
of  such  notoriety  that  it  was  impossible  that  any  of 
my  female  attendants,  at  least,  should  not  have 
ktiown  it.  Their  duties  were  varied  on  the  ocpa- 
sibn ;  they  had  to  supply  basons  and  towels  in 
places  where  they  never  were  supplied,  except 
when  prepared  for  him;  and  they  were  not  ©nly 
purposely  so  prepared,  but  prepared  in  an  open 
passage,  exposed  to  view  in  a  manner  to  excite  the 
suspicion  of  those  who  were  not  admitted  irito  the 
secret.     And  what  a  secret  was  it  that  was  thus  to 


be  hazarded!   No  less  than  v^hat,  if  discovered 
would  fix  captain  Manby  and  myself  with  h^h 
treason !  Not  only,  therefore,  must  I  have  been  thus 
careless  of  reputation,  an^  eager  for  infamy ;  but  J 
must  have  been  careless  of  my  life  as  of  my  honour.* 
-^Lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  surely  I  must  bavj^ 
still  retained  some  regard  for  life. — Captain  Manby, 
too,  with  a  folly  and  madness  equal  to  his  suppose 
iniquity,  must  then  have  put  his  life  in  the  hands 
of  my  servants,  and  depended  for  his  safety  upqn 
their  fidelity  tq  me,  and  ifj/eir  perfidy  to  the  prince 
their  master.    If  the  e?:cess  of  vice  and  crime  in  aQ 
this  is  believed,  could  its  indiscretion^  its  maduj^s, 
find  credulity  to  adopt  it  almost  upon  an  evid^nqe? 
But  what  must  be  the  state  of  that  man's  mind^as 
to  prejudice,  who  could  come  to  the  conclusion  qf 
believing  it,  from  the  fact  of  some  water-jugs  and 
towels  being  found  in  an  unusual  place,  in  a  passage 
near  my  bed-room  ?  for  as  to  his  suspicion  being 
raised  by  what  he  says  he  saw  in  the  lookingrglafe, 
if  it  was  as  true  as  it  is  false,  that  could  not  occa- 
sion his  believing,  on  any  particular  night,  th^ 
captain  Manby  slept  in  my  house ;  the  situation  of 
these  towels  and  basons  is  what  leads  to  that  belief 
"  But,  sire,  may  1  ^sk,  did  the  commissioners  be- 
lieve this  man*s  suspicion^?  if  they  did,  what  do 
they  mean  by  saying  that  these  facts  of  great  in- 
decency, &c.  went  to  a  much  less  extent  than  th.e 
principal  changes?  and  that  it  was  not  for  th^ 
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to  state  Uieir  bearing  and  effect?  The  bearing  of 
this  fact  lijpique&tionably, 'if  believed.  Is  the  sajopue 
as  ttiait  of  the  principal  charge :  n^m^y,  to  prove 
me  guilty  of  high  ^treason.  They  therefpre  coul^ 
not  believe  it.  But  if  they  did  not  belieye  it,  and 
as  It  seems  to  me,  $ii:e,  np  men  of  common .  ji^dg- 
ment  could,  on  such  a  statement,  how  could  they 
bviog  themiselves  to  name  Mr.  Bidgood  a^  one  of 
tho^e  witnefSisei^  on  whose  unbia$^d  testimony  th^y 
coxAi  so  rely?  or  fao^w  tould  they,  (in  pointing 
liim  out  mtb  the  .other  three  a^  jspeaking  to  facts, 
particularly  with  respect  to  captam  lM[finhy^  wb^ch 
must  ^  credited  i\M  decidedly  contiradicted,)  oiqit 
t0  specify  the  facts  which  he  spoke  to  that  th/?y 
thus  thought  worthy  of  belief,  but  leave  the  whole, 
including  this  incredible  part  of  it,  recommended 
to  belief,  by  their  general  and  unqualified  swction 
and  approbatiojn. 

"  But  the  falsehood  of  this  charge  does  not  rest 
on  its  incredibilitv  alone.  My  servant,  Mrs.  S^der, 
who  attended  constantly  on  my  person,  and  whose 
bed-room  was  close  to  mine,  was  examinexl  by  the 
commissioners;  she  must  haye  known  this  &c.t  if 
it  had  been  true ;  she  positively  swears,  "  that  ;$he 
did  not  know  or  believe  that  captain  l^apby  staid 
till  very  late  hours  with  me ;  that  she  neyer  sus- 
pected there  was  any  improper  familiarity  ,betWi^e;n 
1X8.  '  M.  Wilson,  who  made  my  bed,  sw^rii^  that 
she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  makuf^  it  e^^ei*  '#n/ce 
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she  lived  with  me ;  that  another  maid,  whose  name 
was  Ann  Bye,  assisted  with  her  in  making  it,  and 
swears,  from  what  she  observed,  that  she  never  had 
aftiy  reason  to  believe  that  two  persons  had  slept  in; 
it:  referring  thus  by  name  to  her  fellow* servant,^ 
who  made  the  bed  with  her,  but  that  servant,  why. 
I  know  not  is  not  examined. 
'  "  As  your  majesty  then  finds  the  inference  drawn 
by  Bidgood  to  amount  to  a  fact  so  openly  and  un- 
disguisedly  profligate  as  to  outrage  all  credibility, 
as  your  majesty  finds  it  negatived  by  the  evidence 
of  three  witnesses,  one  of  whom,  in  particular,  if 
such  a  fact  were  true,  must  have  known  it ;  as 
your  majesty  finds  one  witness  appealing  to  ano- 
ther, who  is  pointed  out  as  a  person  who  n^ust 
have  been  able,  with  equal  means  of  knowledge, 
to  have  coilfirmed  her  if  she  spoke  true,  and  to 
have.  coVitradicted  her  if  she  spoke  false :  and, 
sire,  when  added  to  all  this,  your  majesty  is  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  recollect  that  Mr.  Bidgood  was 
one  of  those  who,  though  in  my  seryice  submitted 
themselves  voluntarily  to  be  examined  previous  to 
the  appointment  of  the  commissioners,  in  confirma- 
tion  of  lady  Douglas's  statement,  without  inform- 
ing me  of  the  fact ;  and  when  I  state  to  your  ma- 
jesty, upon  the  evidence  of  Philip  Kxackeler  and 
Robert  Eaglestone,  whose  deposition  I  annex,  that 
this  unbiassed  witness^  during  the  pendency  of 
these  examinations  before  the  commissioners,  w^s 


sec^n  to  be  in  conference  and  comii^unicatipn  with 
lady-  Douglas,  my  most  ostensible  accuser,  do  I 
raise  rhy  expectations  too  high,  when  I  confidently 
trust  that  his  malice,  and  his  falsehood,  as  well  as 
his  connection  in  this  conspiracy  against  my  ho- 
nour, my  station  in  this  kingdom,  and  my  life,  wiU 
appear  to  your  majesty  too  plainly  for  him  to  re? 
ceive  any  credit,  either  in  this  or  any  other  part  of 
his  testimony  ?  ... 

**  The  other  circumstances,  to  which  he  speaks, 
are  *H5omparatively  too  trifling  for  nie  to  trouble 
your  majesty  with  any  more  observations  upon 
his  evidence. 

"  The  remaining  part  of  the  case  which  respects 
captain  Manby  relates  to  my  conduct  at  East 
CiifE 

"  How  little  Mrs)  Lisle's  examination  aflPords  for 
observations  upon  this  part  of  the  case,  except  as 
shewing  how  very  seldom  captain  Manby  called 
upon  me  while  I  was  there,  I  have  already  ob- 
served. Mr.  Cole  says  nothing  upon  this  part  of 
the  casCy  nor  Mr.  Bidgood.  The  only  witiiess 
amongst  the  four  whose  testimonies  are  distin- 
guished by  the  commissioners  as  most  material,  and 
as  those  on  which  they  particularly  rely,  who  says 
any  thing  upon  this  part  of  the  case,  is  Fanny 
Lloyd.     Her  deposition  is  as  follovvs  2    . 

'•I  was  at  Ramsgate  with  the  princess  ir)  1803, 
•One  morning,  when  we  were  in  the  house  atJEast 


Cliff,  somebody,  I  don't  recollect  ivbo,  knocked  at 
my  door,  and  desired  me  to  prepare  breakfast  for 
tbe  princess.  This  was  about  six  o'clock,  I  was 
asleep.  During  the  whole  time  I  was  in  the  prin- 
cess's service,  I  had  never  been  called  up  before  to 
make  the  princess's  breakfast.  1  slept  in  the  house- 
keeper's room,  on  the  ground  floor.  I  opened  the 
shutters  of  the  window  for  light.  I  knew  at  that 
time  that  captain  Manby's  ship  was  in  the  Downs. 
When  I  opened  the  shutters,  I  saw  the  princess 
walking  down  the  gravel- walk  towards  the  sea. 
No  orders  had  been  given  me  over-night  to  prepalre 
breakfast  early.  The  gentlemati  the  princess  was 
with  was  a  tall  man.  I  was  surprised  to  see  the 
princess  walking  mth  a  gentleman  at  that  time  in 
the  morning.  I  am  sure  it  Wjas  the  princess." 

**  What  this  evidence  of  Fanny  Lloyd  applies,  I 
do  not  feel  certain  that  I  recollect.  The  circum- 
stances which  she  mentions  might,  I  think,  have 
occurred  twice  while  I  was;  there,  and  which  time 
she  alludes  to,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.  I  mean  en 
occasion  of  two  water  parties  which  I  in  tended; 
one  of  which  did  not  take  place  at  all,  and  the 
other  not  so  early  in  the  day  as  was  intended,  nor 
was  its  object  effected.  Once  I  intended  to  pay 
admiral  Montague  a  visit  to  Deal.  But,  wind  and 
tide  not  serving,  we  sailed  much  later  than  we  in- 
tended ;  and,  instead  of  landing  at  Deal,  the  admi- 
ral came  on  board  our  vessel,  and  we  returned  to 


East  CUff  in  the  evening,  on  which  occasion  cap- 
tahl  Mtttiby  was  not  of  the  party,  nor  Wa^  he  in  the 
l>0wns^but  it  k  Very  possible,  thaithflving  pre- 
pared to  set  oflP  ea^ly,  I  might  have  walked  down 
towards  the  sea,  and  been  seen  by  Fanny  Lloyd. 
On  the  other  occasion,  captain  Manby  wa^  to  have 
been  of  the  party,  and  it  was  to' have  been  on 
board  his  ship.      I  desired  him  to  be  early  at  tny 
liouse  in  the  morning,  and  if  the  day  suited  nw, 
'Wc  would  go.    He  came;  I  walked  with  him  fiv- 
^wards  the  sea  to  look  at  the  morning;   I  did  not 
like  the  appearance  of  the  weather,  and  did  not  go 
to  sea.      Upon  either  of  these  occasions  *  Fanny 
Uoydmighthave  been  called  np  to  make  breakfast, 
and  might  bave  seen  me  walking.      As  to  the 
ordersiiot having  been  given  her bver-night,  to  thkt 
1  (Jan  sisiy  nothing; 

•^But  upon  this  statement;' what  ifafteH&hcJe'iJaii*lfe 
intended  to  be  drawn  from ' 'this 'ftfct*^  tt  iai^-ffie 
only  one  in  whlcii  P.  LloydV  evldeWee^feaft  Hi  affty 
degree  be  applied  to  captain  •i!ifariby,^Stfd^'s^ 
one  of  the  impbrtant  witnesses' ' telfer'fed  •' t6;-«ta 
proving  something  which   mtistj   particiklariy^'ai 

r    J 

with  regard  to  captain  Manby, -l>ecitedi»€«'*ttH 
eontaradicted,  and  as  deserving  the  'ttibst  seribus  <xiH^ 
sideration.  From  the  examination  of  Mrs;  ^tigit 
raid  I  collect,  that  she  was  asked 'whether '(ftk|ylain 

■         ■  •  ■  . 

Manby  ever  slept  in  the  h3iise  at  East  GJttff,  to 
which  she  to  the  best  of  her  knowledge;  '^rii^crfs 


ia  the  negative*  .Is  tbis  evifle^pef  th^n»  pf^  F^njr 
Lby d'« ,  relie4  upon  to  afford^, ^  infjpjrj^nQe  tiff^^ 
Captain.  Manby  skpt  in  my  ho\^9^i  or^was  tl^^f^ 
an; impcoper^ liour ?  or  in  a  inanner«  f^nd  under. jcirr 
eumstancesyr  which  afforded  reason  for  unf^ypi}r- 
able  interpretatiops ?  If  this  were  so»  can^.it  j|;^ 
beKeved  that  I  would,  under  such  circutnstan(^ 
have. taken  a  step^  such.  as.  calling  for  bre^l^ff^t 
at.ani  unijisual  hour, .  which  ,must  havemade^the 
6lf  t  utorc^  (iQtai^ona  and  rem^rkable«  and  |)rQU|dht 
.the  4ttentior»;  of  the  servan);s»  whp  must  ^^I)f^v^ 
waited  ^  at  jt^ie  bre^fast,  more  particularly,  ^ud 
ppintedly  to  it  ?     .  .^  ,^ 

f:**Bi^t  if  there  is  any  tbing,\«rbich  rest^or,is,.sij^^^ 
f^ed  to.  rest  upon  the  credit  of  this  >vitnesjS:-7- 
^ougb  she  is  one  of  tlie  fovu:^  whose  credit,  your 
Majesty  will  recollect,  it  has  been  stated  that  there 
Ava9- no  reason -to  question,  yet  she  stands  in  a  pre- 
iiieamept  in  which,  in  general^  at  leasts  I  had  ui;- 
dii^ntaod.  it  to  be 'supposed^  that,  the  credit  of  a 
witnesawas  not  oply  questionably  but  materially 
ibaken«i,:irof, towards  the  beginning  of  her  exami- 
nation, she  states  that  Mr.  Mills  attended  her  for 
1^  tpM ;  he  ask^  her  if  the  Frinc^e  came^  to  Black- 
heath  Dackw«rds  and  forwards;  or  something  to 
that'  effect  lb  fftr  jtbe ,  princess  was  ,  jwith  child ;  or 

looked  as  4f  she  was  with  child. .   This  must,  have 

•   '.1-      ,  «*i- 

heen.  three  off  four  years  ago.  ^  She  thought  it  must 
ht^ioiQe  time  before  the  c^pd.^(W.  Austin)  was 
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titr^ly  sweat^,' aiid  in  thiiislie  isaA  ipositiVdyO^nfttw^ 
dieted  by  Mr;  Mills  i^  for  he  isweeni  in  his^  detHftfii 

tidn  before  the  comihisnoneTs^'tliat^Tievw^ 
tb  her;  or  any  bne,  that-^hepnndesi  #as^wiih%fai]di> 
or  Ibok^  as  if  she  was  ivith  child  :*^tli0it  lie  neiiir' 
thought  s6  or  surmised  any  thing'  of  thekiftdr-Mii- 
Mills  has  a  partner,  Mr.  Edmeades.  The  Ck>nmiiak 
stbnei^  therefore,  conceSVinTg  that  Faniiy  lAdyd 
tifilgli  t'  have  mistaken'  one  of  thii^^  pfertiiteri*  Idr  •  thb 
other,  examine  Mr,  Edtneades  also^  M<^.^BAlt^adlM, 
in  his  deposition,  is  equally- pdsitiVe  thafth^  litnrtt 
said  any  such  thing — so  liie  matter  resUr  upoil^lihiic. 
depositions ;  and  upon  thiElt  sftate  of  it,  ^h^  pre  - 
tehee  IS  there  for  saying,  that  a  witness  Si«rh^  ^WtMfs 
tb'^a  conversation  with  a  medical  'peinWi;-  #htif^•tt^ 
tended  me,  of  so  extremely  important  a  n6tiir6» 
and  is  so  expressly  and  deddedly  contradicted  >^in 
the  important  fact  which  she  speaks  to,  *  i»'  W  ■  l^tt- 
ness  whose  credit  ther^  appears  t)0'r^»9ori' t^^^Clitis- 
tion?  This  impdrtdffft  circum^tanee  ^HflWiifftarly 
haveWii  overlbdlced  \^heh^  that'startemene^^ftlKi 
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[  '*  But  this  facfbf'Mr.  Mai's  anft  Kf r.  KdttJthideB's 
coiitrddictibn  ot  Paiihy  Lldyd-appeairs^tdyoBtfliiB- 
jestyV  fbr  thiellrsit  fitii^,  &bni  tbe  iexarhui^^  bcfttre 
the  cdtrfroissioners-^But  this^'«  tH^  &cf  Whiclv'.  I 
chkr^e  as-  having  beefi  khovrfi  t6  -thdW  -'-i»ho)  ate 
concerhed-  in  bringing  fdni\^  'thie  tkl^MUMtkn, 


aikd  whidi,  mevevt Helens,  was  i^at,(y>pupuaiG^|^,jtp 
your  a]aJQB.ty.> — Tb^  fact  diat  Fmuy  Llpyd,  ;4^ 
cbred,  tbut  Mr*  Mills  UAd  her  ^e  .piin^es^^.ifr^ 
with  chUd^  i^  atftte^  in.the  declarations  jHrl^ch  w^re 
4(dtVei#d  Jboi  his  roy  s^l  highpess  the  prioce  of  W^^. 
wA  hy  kif^.^vyvsLT^d  to.y>our  m^esty.— :Tbe  faat 
t.hlkt  AftTf  MUte  denied  ev«r  having  so  9aid»  thpugji) 
known  At  the  same  jtUae,  is  not  sitated  .  ..^. 

^ .'?  T^at  J  xpay  i)f^  a{^>ear  4x>  li^ve  represen|;ed..if^ 
stmnga  a  ^t,. without  su^cient  authority;  I  nu^li^ 
joiOithe  declaration  of  Mr»  Mills»  and  the  depo$it|pq 
q£  Jdiir.  JBdi^eades,  which  prove  it.  Fanny  Lloyd's 
CNfigiy^ :  dedan^ion,.  which  was  delivered  to  ihis 
ro^al  h^bnesit  is  dated  op  the  12th  of  February.  It 
sijppears  to  have  V^en  taken  at  the  Temple;  I  c^-^ 
dffAi^  therefore,  at  the  chambers  of  Mr.  LoVvtery 
sir,  Jpbn  DougWs  solicitorp  who^  accordiog  to 
Mr.  Cole,  fliQcompanied  him  to  Cheltenham  to  pro- 
cMre  ^ome  of  these  declarations.  On  the  13th  of 
Februaryi  the  next  day  after  Fanny  Lloyd's  decla- 
Idtion,  tha  earl  of  Moira  ^ends  for  Mr.  Mills  upo^i 
pcessipg  bufiinessi  Mr.  Mills  attends  him  on  th^ 
14th ;  he  is  asked  by  his  lordship  upon  the  subject 
of  tliis  convensation ;  he  is  told  he  may  rely  upon 
his  lordship's  honour,  that  what  passed  should  be  in 
perfect  confidence ;  (a  confidence  which  Mr..  Mi^is» 
feeling  it  to  be  on  a  siibject  too  important  to  his 
character,  at  the  moment  disclaims  ;)t— that  it  was 
Jua  (th<^  earl  of  Moira's)  di^ty  to  his  princ?^j  as  his 
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eourisdldr,  to  itaquire  kito  the  sqbjfKstt  i^^ndi.he 
had  kfiotvn  for  aotne  time^  fVarvoiy  ljpyi^*t  a>itemei|| 
being  thto  related  to  M>,  MiliUi  *  'Me*  'Milli  ^  y^ij^ 
ghUt'Wiamitb  deeiai^  that.it-imwfirii^^  W 
fiilsehood.  -Mnliowten^  Who'appeaf^^^^'to  11070 
been  there  by  appoiiitment*  was  called  into  tta^ 
room,  and  he  furnished  Mr.  Mills  with  the  dat^  to 
whidi '  Fanny  Lloyd's  declaration  applied.  The 
meeting  ends  in  Lord's  Moira's  desiring  to-see  Mr. 
MiOs's  partner,  Mr.  Edmeades;.  who  not  being  *  at 
home»  canrtot  attend  him  for  a  few  da^s.  *  He  doesi^ 
however,  upon  his  return,  attend  hhn  on  the  SOtb 
of  May ;  on  his  attendance  instead  of  Mr.  Lowteni. 
he  finds  Mr.  Conant,  the  ma^strate,  with  Idrd 
Moira.  He  denies  the  conversation  with  Fotmy 
Lloyd,  as  positively  and  peremptorily  as  Mr.  MiUs: 
Notwithstanding  however  dl  this,  the  declamtion  of 
of  Fanny  Lloyd  is  delivered  to  his  rc^al  lugfaneflS|^ 
and  accompanied  by  these  contradictions,  and  fdr^ 
warded  to  your  majesty  on  the  29th:  That  Hl^. 
Lowt^n  was  the  solicitor  of  sir  John  Douglas  kl 
this  business  cannot  be  doubted,  that  he  topk  sodi^ 
of  those  declarations  which  were  laid  before  yoat 
majesty  is  clear,  and  that  he  took  this  decli^vation 
of  Fanny  Lloyd's,  seeins  rtot  to  be  questionable.-^ 
That  the  inquiry  by  earl  Moira  two  days  after'  her 
declaration  was  taken»  tnust  have  been  in  ^sonse- 
quence  of  an  early  commupiji^tioliif  of  it  to  Mm, 
ieems  necessarily  to  follow  fifttn  whatria  abov* 


slht^V  ihat  it^Mis  fiiicy^h  cirt  tlie  l«tb  of  ifay  tliafr 
M^.  Milfe  tontrirdicted  thitf^^  tM 

26th  tliCat^Mr.  -Bdmekdes  did, is  perf^tly^d^or;  -And 
yel,  ffofcwitbstahding  all  this;  the  fifeoc  that  Mr: 
EdaicJades  arid  Mr.  Mills  cotatnidicted  it,  seMia'td 
haVe  been  not  communicate  to  his  royal  hi{(lmett 
the  prince  of  Wales,  for  he,  as  it  appears  firbm  theY8&^ 
pdrt,  fbrixrarded  the  declarations  which  had  bMn' 
ddivered  to  his  royal  highness  through  the '^diaiui 
cellor  to  your  majesty;  and  the  declaratidiR:^o£ 
Fanny  Lloyd,  which  had  been  so  falsified  >ta  die 
knoiv'ledge  of  the  earl  Moira,  and  of  Mn  Lowteii/ 
th^  soliritor  for  sir  John  Douglas,  is  sent  in  to^youl^ 
mujesty,  as  one  of  the  documents  on  which  iyotf 
were  to  ground  your  inquiry,  unaccompanied -fay^ 
its  falsification  by  Mills  and  Edmead^;  at  leasts -iio 
declarations  by  theih  are  amongst  those  whidi  af« 
ti'ansmitted  to  me,  as  copies  of  the  original  decla^ 
rations  which  were  laid  before  your  m^esty.  i 
know  hot  whether  it  was  lord  Moira  or  Mr;  Low- 
fin  who  should  have  communicated  this  ciikifilKri^ 
stance  to  his  royal  highness ;  but  that  in  all  fair^ 
riess  it  ought  unquestionably  to  have  been  commu- 
nicated by  some  one. 

'  '"I  d^e  not  trust  myself  with  any  inferences  froni 
this  proceeding ;  I  ctm^ent  myself  with  remarkirig, 
th^t'it  must  now  be  Mt  that  I  Was  justified  in  say^ 
inj^,  that  neither  fai{t'h>yal  highness  nor  your  ma^^ 
)^ift^;  iSiyth6re  thah  myisi^lf,  bad  been  fiuurly  dealt 


wtbfUity  tiot  being  fully, inforciHdiipaQ  this  inaporr 
(«Bt  facfrrandyour.maj^tQr  wi]|l£^|;iv:9,a  yr^^j/L  ua- 
^ta»^te^ttd '  woaian»:  like  iinyself,  wJiq,  imder:  siwli 
droDniBtaneei^  should  appnehendf  th^t.jioiyiever  «jir 
Johm  and  lady  J)ougl^  may  appear  tipy  Q9/teQjsi]l^le 
aoGUfl^Si:I  haveotiber  eaeiiiies .whose  ilUwUl  I  xnay 
hare  jtacafiioa  to  fear,  without  feeling. my  self  iissuiv 
edrfchatiit  will  be  strictly  r^^a;ted  .ia  its. proceed- 
iDgjagwMt  me»  by  the^priiudples  of  .figdrpeai  m^  iOf 

mf^  I  have;now,  aire»  gone  through: 9II  tho  eyid^ppe 
wMch- respects  captain  M&qby;  whether  atltfpix- 
tague  . faouste,  Southend,  oir  East  Cli£^  and.  J  dp 
truat  that  your  majesty  .wiU  see^uppn  the  lyhde 
of 'it^  how  mistakei>  a  view  the  commissioners  \\a,jf 
UtkiBQ^of  it  The  pressure  of  other  duties  engpi^qsr 
9illg  their  time  and  their  attention,  has  made  tb^qa 
letve  the  important  duties  of  this,  investigatiqu,  ip 
•lanyipiffticulars,  imperfectly,  discbargedr— a  moi^ 
thorough  attention  to  it  must  have  given  theiQ,  a 
h^tt^r^and  truer  insight  into  the  characters  of  those 
¥fitne9seih  upon  whose  ci^t,  as  I  am  con vince<jlf 
youf  majesty  will  npw  ^  they  have,  without  suf- 
ficient reason,  relied.  There  remains  nothing  for 
B}e  on  this  part  of  the  charge,  to  perform;  but, 
adverting  to  the  circumstance  which  is  fidsely 
a)y.om, against  me  by  Mr-  Bidgopd  of  the  sal^te^ 
mad  the  false  inference  and  .insinuatipp,  from  other 
Ihcbi,  that  captain  ^anhy  A^pf^  W  V^^  ^^^ 
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at  Sdnthend  or  Eftst  Cliffp  on  my  own  part  nmt 
sdlemnly  do  declture  that  they  are  both  utterly 
fiilite :  thtlt  Bidgood'8  assertion  as  to  the  kalute  h  a 
niflfUdoti^  slMi&epous  invention,  without  the  slight- 
est shadow,  of  truth  to  support  it;  that  his  suspi- 
dons  afAd  insinuations,  as  to  captain  Mimby^  hav- 
iftijif  slept  in  tny llouse,  are  also  the  false  sug^stioiu 
of  his-oivn  malibioJus  mind;  and  that  oaptdn  ^Mariby 
neVdr  did/tb  iny  kndwled|;e  or  belief,  ikepiki  my 
house  at  Southend,  East  Cliff,  or  any  other  hMise 
of  mlM  wtiiejv^f;  and)  however  often  he  ady  have 
been  in  nv^  e(>mpany/I'6olenlnly  protest  toi  .jiter 
fhajesff ,  as  1  have  doh^  intl^  former  caies^  that 
iiolhfng '  evdr  pasised  between  hlfti'atid:int},  that  I 
should  be  ashamed,  or  unwilling,  that  till  the  wbidd 
should  have  seen.  And  I  have  also,  with  gteit 
pain,  and  with  a  deep  seme  of  wounded  delicacy, 
applied  to  captain  Mahby  to  attest  to  the  Sbme 
trutlis,  and  I  snbjoin  tothis  letter  his  depotitidn  to 
that  effect,  '   '  ■  V- 

'^1  stated  tb  your  thajbsty,  thkt  I  should  be  6^ 
liged  to  telurn  to  othet  parts  of  Fanny  Lk^ifs 
testimony ;  at  the  end  of  it  she  slays;  '*  I  Di^Ver  told 
Cole  that  M.  Wilson,  when  she  supposed  the  pirin- 
cess  to  be  In  the  library,  had  gone  into  the  princessTs 
bed-room,  and  had  found  a  man  there  at  br^efikirtt 
with  the  princess,  or  that  there  was  a  great  to*^ 
about  it,  and  that  M.  Wilson  was  sworn  to  secrecy, 
and  threatened  to  be  turned  away  if  she  divulged 


^aj;^he  had  s^enr  This  pftrt  jjf  hjar  ^s^apfiiiMitJi^iiji 
frour  majesty  will  perceive,. mji^(  ^^ye  ,^f^  ^;al^ 
^»  h^r  bjr  wme  priecis^  ^jj^ti^q  a(^^i^¥^9e4>)  her, 
vatb  nsspect.  to  a  suppo$;^  qooununjcftlq^  frovi  in&p 
:9  Mr.  Cole.    In  Mr.  Cole's  examination,  .tb^ii^  U 
lot  cne  wx)rd  upon  the  dulg^Pt  jpf  it.  fo  hJ^iorigiiiAi 
Ifldnratinn,  however,  there  is ;  mi  th^i^  ^row.mtM 
Bfiy  will  peroeive,  that.  lie  aiSrms  (he^fwt  jof  iicc 
aving  nepocted  to  him  Alaiy  WU^on'^  deebiratiuoo 
a  the  very  same  words  in  wliiob  F^ni^y  JUo^der 
Hcs  3l^  and  it.tB  tfaerefoii^  i^yident.  tJInt  tib^  9PinmiA-; 
ioners,  in  putting  this  question  to  Fanny  .IJpyd» 
Vift  h«y9  put  it  to  her  from  ^e'«  4^}fMr9tion. 
kfi  positively  4/mim  ih^  &9ti  IJ^re  k,  thsn,  fk  SaI 
rid  precise  contradiction  jk^tiwre^n  the  e^aminatipn 
r  Fanny  Lloyd  and  tim  Qr^i^Al  stfltpp^^nt  .qf.Mr, 
ale.    It  if  there&re  iinpqssihle  that  tb^y  hath  can 
ive  spoken  trae.     The  QQinroissju^ni^  for  soque 
iMQQ,  .don't  examine  Cole  iQ  this  poiiU.  at  all ; 
3!ii^t  endeavour  to  trace  piit  Ibbii)  story ;  if  they  hq^, . 
lejr  mqat  have  discovered  iwhich  (if  these  ^witq^gfi^ 
^e  the  truth ;  hui  they  ka^e  thiS;  eoDtfadietian, . 
ik  pnly  unexplamod,  but  umnquir^  after,  and,  in : 
lat  state,  report  bojtJb  tl\ese  witQc&ses,  Cole  ahd 
^am^  Uipydt  who  thus  speak  to  the  two  sides  af . 
qsvatradietion,  and  who  iherefone  eaunot  by  pos3JU 
liky  batli  speak  ti'uth,  as  witnesses  who  eannot  ha  - 
tsppcted  of  partiality,  whose;  credit  they  see  no 
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reason  to  question,  and  whose  story  must  be'liib- 
lieved  till  contradicted. 

"  But  what  is,  if  possible,  still  more  extraordinary, 
this  supposed  communication  from  F.  Lloyd  to 
Cole,  as  your  majesty  observes,  relates  to  sbtbe* 
thing  which  M.  Wilson  is  supposed  to  have  seenand 
to  have  said ;  yet  though  M.  Wilson  appears  hers^ 
to  have  been  examined  by  the  commissioners  on  the 
same  day  with  Fanny  Lloyd,  in  the  copy  of  her  ex- 
amination, as  delivered  to  me,  there  is  no  trace  of 
any  question  relating  to  this  dedariation  having  been 
put  to  her. 

**  And  I  have  not  less  reason  to  lament,  than  to  bi^ 
surprised,  that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  commissioners 
to  see  the  necessity  of  following  this  inquiry  stiU 
further.  For,  if  properly  pursued,  it  would  have 
demonstrated  two  things,  both  very  important  to  be 
kept  in  mind  in  the  whole  of  this  consideration. 
F^rst,  how  hearsay  representations  of  this  kind,  aris- 
ing out  of  little  or  nothing,  become  magnified  and 
^xa^erated  by  the  circulation  of  prejudiced,  or  ma- 
licipU9  reporters;  and.  Secondly,  it  would  have 
shewn  the  industry  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bidgood,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Cole,  in  collecting  information  in  sup- 
port  of  lady  Douglas's  statement,  and  in  improv- 
ing what  they  collected  by  their  false  colourings, 
add  malicious  additions  to  it.  They  would  have 
^und  a  story  in  Mrs.  Bidgood's  declaration,  as 
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wdl  as  in  her  husband's  (who  relates  it  as  having 
heard  it  from  his  wife>)  which  is  evidently  the  same 
as  that  which  W.  Cole*s  declaration  contains.   For 
the  Bidgoods'  declarations  state,  that  Fanny  Lloyd 
told  Mrs.  Bidgood  that  Mary  Wilson  had  gone  into 
the  princess's  bed-room,  and  had  found  her  royal 
highness  and  sir  Sidney  in  the  most  criminal  situa* 
tioD ;  that  she  had  left  the  room,  and  was  so  shock- 
ed, that  she  fainted  away  at  the  door.     Here  then 
are  Mrs.  Bidgood  and  Mr.  Cole  both  declaring 
what  they  had  heard  Fanny  Lloyd  say,  add  Fanny 
Lloyd  denying  it.     How  extraordinary  is  it  that 
they  were  not  all  confronted ;   and  your  majesty 
xyill  see,  presently,  how  much  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  they  were  not    For,  from  Fanny  Lloyd's  ori- 
ginal declaration,  it  appears  that  the  truth  would 
Iiave  come  out.     As  she  there  states  that,  ^*Tq 
the  best  of  her  knowledge  Mary  Wilson  said,  that 
she  had  seen  the  princess  and  sir  Sidney  in  ike 
Hue  room,  but  never  heard  Mary  Wilson  say  she 
was  so  alarmed  as  to  be  in  a  fit.''    If  then,  oh 
confronting  Fanny  Lloyd  with  Mrs.  Bidgood  and 
Mr.   Cole,  the  commissioners   had  found  Fanny 
I^loyd's  story  to  be  what  she  related  before,  and  had 
then  put  the  question  to  Mary  Wilson,  and  ha^ 
heard  from  her  what  it  really  was  whicli  she  had 
seen  and  related  to  Fanny  Lloyd,  they  CQuld  not 
have  been  at  a  loss  to  have  discovered  wliich  of  thes^p 
^vitnesses  told  the  truth.    They  would  have  found. 


r  dm  ptrfectly  eorifidenki.  tbdt  aUitliat  Mary  .VPfon 
ertr  cdiild  Uftye  idd  Fafni^  li^dy  vxus^Ihu)  sh^bad 
8 wh  sir  flidaey  and  myn^  ill  the  blu^  Jraoi%  jfipd 
the^f  Would  then  hitye  httd  to  rtfi^  Wi  tbid  ipa^^us 
and  crafedefdted  inveDtkafe  erf"  t^-Kydgoo^, W 
Mn  Cole^  for  the  (iimvtok»]>cf  tb^  bliiM^roQm.into 
tto  bedv4!oaii» ;  for  the  vile  ikiid&i;<)rwl^I^<^l^it 
soET  was  supposed  to  have  teei^  and  fw  th^  .violent 
efibct  whksh  this  tcetie  bad  upon  ben  I  sajr  .f^ieir 
ctrnfidcrdted  inventidnsi,  Us  it  is  impossiUe^  t^  sup- 
pM(  that  tbey  eoiild  baVe  been  coneetnoA  in  invent- 
ihg  th^  same  additions  to  Fanny  Ulojrd-s  story,  un- 
iedi  tbey  had  cotnmunteated  together  upon  it*  And 
iiirbo:  tbey  bad  once  f<Htnd  Mrs.  Bidgood  and,  lyin 
Gole  tbus  cx)nspinng  togietber, .  tbey  would  bave 
had  no  difficulty  in  eonneetinir  them  botbinUie 
same  conspiracy  with  sbr  John  Douglas^  by  shewing 
bow  ednnedted  Cole  was  with  sir  John  Douglas^ 
and  bow  adquaint^  with  bis  proceedings  in  eolleet- 
ing  the  evident  which  was  to  support  lady  X)oug- 
his^s  declaration « 

<'For,  by  rcffttririg  t6  Mn  Cole's  declaration, 
niade  on  the  2Sd  of  February,  tbey  would ,  h^vtf 
&6eA  that  Mr.  Cole^  in  explaining  some  observMion 
about  sir  Sidney^  supposed  pqssession  of  a  l^ey  to 
the  giEU*den  do^,  says  that  it  was  what  '*  Mt,  Lara- 
pert,  the  servant  of  sir  John  Douglas,  motioned 
at  Cheltetibacn  to  sir  John  Douglas  and  l^v,  Low- 
tittl.''>^Hc^w  should  Mt.  Cole  .kn«w  that  sir  John 


D6ti]gti9  and  Mr.  Ij&t9'fm  Hnd  lMfii*4owtt»:t4^.CheW 
teflham,  ta  collect  ein^nM>  it<$mi  tfabi.ddt  sefvaBt 
of  sfr  John  DotjfgTd^s?  Hmt  lAmild  far  ha^cf  known 
what  ihae  6iKdiM^:#^  MiiM^  te^^^  »ith^  ae- 
coitopanicStf  tbettr  hiiiiMH(  oiatltast  haii  hi4  web 
a  ct>Mixtiihi6ati6fi  tMHffr  wMfs  ftir  Jolw  Doughif)  or 
IMb".  L<ywten^,  tis  W  nel^  codld  lamtr  oocuvrodwto 
aAy-  of  tfa^tn  to  Iitfl^^  ttMd^  to  Mti  C6^  unless^  M- 
stead  of  being  a  lUtfire  witVMsi^  te  weoe  a  parffy^  to 
thi^  accusation  ?  Ifttit  whett&ct  th^y  bad  conTinoed 
ttrcmseltes  tlislt  Fa(iff3^  lA^yA  spoke  turu^  and  Cole 
and  Mi^.  £idgoi6d  fidMl^;  ctt*  Wbetbtr  fhejr;  had' 
convinced  <betns(^e^  6t  ^k^  tenne^  it  oMld  fiot 
have  been  {possible  Hbfft  thCTf  both  could  hftve 
spoken  fbe  trtrtb;  md,  conmcffMAly,  tbo  eottibiifr' 
sioners  cotdd  neter  have  feported  the  vesadty^  c£ 
both  to  beffree  fVotti  mspicion^  add  deienriiig  of 
ctt^dit.  'if 

^Thene  only  remaifls that  I  ifaould  make.a/ew 
obsei'Vdtiom  on  what  appears  in  the  examfaiationfr 
rdative  f o  Mr.  Hood,  (now  lord  Hood,)  Mr;  Qkes- 
tdr,  and  captain  Moore.  And  Ivreafly  should  not 
ha\ii^  thought  a  diigle  ohs^rvaKion  neces^aey^'iirpon 
eitther  of  thetn,  except  that  what  refers  to* tfaasi  is 
stated  in  the  eiatrnrtatlmisof  M».  lisK 

With  respect  to  lotd  Hood  H  10  as  folio wai 
1  Was  at  Catheringtoit  with  tht  princessv—rc- 
member  Mr.  (fiow  lord  Hood)  theie,  Mid  Ihe  prin- 
cess going  out  airing  with  hktt  atone  in  Mr.  Hood's 


Itlmftifiefiffii  OftptMn  Mporiediii^  tiii?Ke;  Jle$;  j!iig3 
wd  tb^  fptifiim^  tmie  .aplone,  for  a^rt  timup;  Jjip 
mijBlji^  lip  nifm9  bftlf  w  hour  with  her  ia  the  roftw 

:hdo3|)iry  IA  whAcb  yfe  had  been  $ittipg.  J.  we^nt  to  look 
for  fi  (look  to  pomplete  a  set  b^  rpyal  highnc^  wa/i 
JfBipding  obtain:  Qfoore.  3he  px^de  hipi  a  pr^ient  of 
an  .i«]utan4«  to  .the  b^t  .4;^  m]^  recK)Uectiop,  ^^  >iw 
^re  Miie  qtonupg  in  January  last,  on  the  prinide^s 
Qw)fi!U»'s  ,t>u^hr^ay^  he  went  away  btforie  tb^T^e^ 
..cf .  tbf  iCORiimny.  J  mght  be  about  twenty  nxifiufceii 
^««iBqp4  Mwe  Iwa^  aw,ay^the  nj^ht  oaptain  Moqw 
Wfts  ftb«r^.  At  flad^  3b^dd!8  her  rpyal  bigbneisis 
f^ii  JX^FP  »ti<i9nti9»  to  Mf .  Chefi|;ep:  thaa  tothe ^^t 
,Qf  4bie  GQRip^ny.  I  Jcno^ir  of  her  rpyal  biglwfiss 
wflJWing.pvit  ^(^1^  |iwice,  with  Mr- XlJh^tqr  in  tfee 
moff^  ,alpnp;  pn«e^  a  ^^hort  time,  it  r^ineij,  the 
other  not  an  hour,  not  long.  Mr.  Chester  is  a/p;^ty 

ym^gmm;  her  »t!twnltiQjas  to  biw  wiar^  not  wigpm- 

xqon ;  npt  tf^fi  sanne  gs  to  cfiptajin  Mapby." 

)f,rtM||i^;is4*ixi??<putetjon  fo  be  fi^Rt  i^i>  W/eh*- 

M*S»t(?r,  i^ntl  ,t»y  the  .flppQfpi/ssioners,  jetiirnifljg  .\o 
l^ffiipmp  Wra.  J-as|e  ijpop  my  a.ttenti(H>  .to  JNJr. 
4I!lie8ter,  vmy  wajl^ii)^  out  with  hira,  gpd  #bov(9  ^, 
•'^s  to  his  .heii^g  *pi!e.ttjr  yo^i^  .mpn,"  |  pftnppjve 
.if  Jl(9  ,be  90  intet>4e4)  I  am  ?ur?  yojir  tpsgesJiY  wpl 
aee.^t  it  Jis  the  JiajdpsMJuitJJ.M^^P^We  jjppo  ipe, 
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dkaf^'  upon  an^  occurrenoe  which  pafted  in  lady 
Sheflield'B  house,  on  a  rmt  to'  h^,  lady  Sheffield 
heinelf  ifas  never  examined ;  for  if  she  had  bem; 
I  am  convinced  that*  these  noble  lords^  the  com* 
misrioners,  never  could  have  put  me  to  the  panful 
degradation  of  stating  any  thing  upon  this  subject 

^  The  statement  begins  by  Mrs.  Lisle*s  inquiring^i 
what  company  was  there?  and  lady  Sheffield  saying, 
*^  only  Mr.  John  Chester,  who  was  there  by  her 
royal  highness's  orders ;  that  she  could  get  no  other 
company  on  account  of  the  roads.''  Is  not  this^ 
sire,  left  open  to  th6  inference  J:hat  Mr.  John  Chester 
was  the  only  person  who  had  been  invited  by  my 
orders?  If  lady  Sheffield  had  been  examined,  she 
would  have  been  able  to  have  produced  the  very 
letter  in  which,  in  answer  to  her  ladyship's  request, 
that  I  would  let  her  know  what  company  it  would 
btf  agreeable  for  me  to  meet,  I  said,  "  every  thing 
of  the  name  of  North,  all  the  Legges,  and  Cheaters, 
William  and  John,  &c.  &c.  and  Mr.  Elliot "  In- 
stead  of  singling  out,  therefore,  Mh  John  Chester,  I 
included  him  in  the  enumeration  wluch  I  made  of 
the  near  relations  of  lady  Sheffield ;  and  your  ma- 
jesty, from  this  alone,  cannot  fail  to  see  how  false  a 
colour  even  a  true  fact  can  assume,  if  it  be  not  suf* 
iiciently  inquired  into  and  explained. 

*'  As  to  the  circumstances  of  my  having  been  taken 

ill  in  the  night,  being  obliged  to  get  up,  and  light 

iny  candle ;  why  this  fact  should  be  recorded,  I  am 

Zz 


l^iiSliy  at  a  loss  to  conceiye.  All  the  drcumBtaaoett 
fto^^ver,  respecting  it,  connected  very  much  aSithigr 
are  wiih  the  particular  disposition  of  lady  Sheffieldr^ 
hbiise,  would  have  been  fully  explained,  if  thought 
fhaterial  to  have  been  inquired  after,  by  lady  Sbef- 
ifield  herself;  and  I  should  have  been  relieved  ftt>m 
the  painful  degradation  of  alluding  at  all  to  a^cm- 
cutnstance  which  I  could  not  further  detail,  withdui; 
a  great  degtee  of  indelicacy ;  and  as  I  cannot  pos- 
sKbly  suppose  such  a  .detail  can  be  necessary  for  my 
defence,  it  would,  especially  in  addressing  your  nut^ 
jesty,  be  wholly  inexcusable.  With  respect  to  the 
attention  which  I  paid  to  Mr.  Chester,  and  my  waUcr 
mg  out  twice  alone  with  him  for  a  short  time^  I  knoir 
not  how  to  notice  it.  At  this  distance  of  time  I  am 


V  ' 
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not  certain  that  I  can,  with  perfect  accuracy,  ac- 
count  for  the  circumstance.  It  appears  to  have  beeii 
a  rainy  morning ;  it  was  on  the  27th  or  28th  of  OQe- 
cember ;  and  whether,  wishing  to  take  a  walk,  I  did- 
nol  desire  lady  Sheffield  or  Mrs.  Lisle,  or  any  lady, 
to  accompany  me  in  doing  what,  in  such  a  mornifig,. 
I  might  think  might  be  disagreeable  to  thenn*  I 
really  cannot  precisely  state  to  your  majesty.  •. 
**But  here  again,  perhaps,  in  the  judgment  of  aom 
persons,  may  be  an  instance  of  familiarity  which  twa 
not  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  princess  o 
Wales;  but,  surely,  prejudice  against  me  and  m 
character  must  exceed  all  natural  bounds  in  thos 
minds  in  which  any  inference  of  crimfe  ox  im» 


d^ravily  can  be  drawn  ftom  such  afiict.    A^  to. 
(lapfflin  Moare,  it^seems  he  was  lefl  alone  with  me» 
dnd  twice  in  one  afternoon  by  Mrs.  Lisle ;  he  was 
alone  with  me  half  an  hour.  The  first  time  Mrs.  I^isle 
left  us,  her  examination  says,  it  was  to  look  fgr  a 
book  which  I  wished  to  lend  to  captain  Moore^ 
How  long  she  was  absent  on  that  occassion  she  is  not 
asked,  but  it  could  have  been  but  ten  minutes,  as  she 
appears  to  have  -been  absent  twenty  minutes  the 
second  time.      The  commissioners,  though  they 
particularly  return  to  the  inquiry  with  respect  to  ^hje 
length  of  time  of  her  second  absence,  did  not  re- 
quire  her  to  tell  them  the  occasion  of  it :  if  they 
had»  she  would  have  told  them^that  it  was  in  search 
of  the  same  book ;  that  having,  on  the  first  occasion, 
looked  for  it  in  the  drawing  room,  she  went  after- 
'wards  to  see  for  it  in  Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  room. — But 
I  made  him  a  present  of  an  inkstand.  I  hope  your 
luajesty  will  not  think  I  am  trifling  with  your  pa- 
tience when  I  take  notice  of  such  trifles.    But  it  is 
of  such  trifles  as  these  that  the  evidence  consists, 
when  it  is  the  evidence  of  respectable  witnesses 
speaking  to  facts,  and  consequently  speaking  only 
the  truth.     Captain   Moore  had  conferred  on  me 
what  I  felt  as  a  considerable  obligation.  My  mother 
ifl  very  partial  to  the  late  doctor  Moore's  writings ; 
captain  Moore,  as  your  majesty  knows,  is  his  son, 
and  he  promised  to  lend  me,  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  it  to  my  mother,  a  manuscript  of  an  un- 


{mblished  work  of  the  doctor^s.  In  return  for  this 
civility  I  begged  his  acceptance  of  a  trifling  present. 
**  There  is  one  circumstance  alluded  to  in  these 
examinationft  which  I  know  not  how  to  notice^  and 
yet  feel  it  impossible  to  omit  I  mean  what  re* 
spects  certain  anonymous  papers,  or  letters,  to 
which  lord  Cholmondeley  appears  to  have  been  ex* 
aminedy  upon  the  supposition  of  their  being  my 
hand-writing.  A  lettor  appears,  by  the  examina^ 
tion  of  lady  Douglas,  to  have  been  produced  by 
her ;  and  the  two  pape's  and  a  cover  appear  to 
have  been  produced  by  sir  John.  These  papers  I 
have  never  seen ;  but  I  collect  them  to  be  the  same 
as  are^alluded  >to  in  lady' Douglas's  original  decla- 
ration, and,  from  her  representation  of  them,  they 
are  most  infamous  productions.  From  the  style 
and  language  of  the  letter,  she  says,  sir  John  Doug* 
las,  $ir  Sidney  Smith,  and  herself,  would  have  no 
manner  of  hesitation  in  swearing  point  blank,  (for 
that  is  )ier  phrase)  to  their  being  in  my  band-writ«t 
ing ;  and  it  seems,  from  the  statement  of  his  royal 
highness  the  duke  of  Kent,  that  sir  Sidney  Smitk 
had  been  imposed  upon  to  believe  that  these  letters 
and  papers  were  really  written  and  sent  to  sir  John 
and  lady  Douglas  by  me.  I  cannot  help,  however, 
remarking  to  your  majesty/  that,  though  sir  John 
and  lady  Douglas  produce  these  papers,  and  mark 
them,  yet  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  swears  to 

• 

their  belief  of  my  hand-writing ;   it  does  not,  in- 
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my 
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deed,  appear  that  they  were  asked  the  question; 
and  when  it  once  occurred  to  the  commissioners  to 
be  material  to  inquire  whose  hand-writing  these 
papers  were,  I  should  have  been  much  surprised  at 
theiF  not  applying  to  £ir  John  and  lady  Dou^as 
to  swear  it,  as  in  their  original  dedaration  they 
offer  to  do,  if  it  had  not  been  that,  by  that  time,  I 
suppose,  the  eommissiona*s  had  satisfied  themsdyes 
of  the  true  value  of  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas's 
oaths,  and  therefore  did  not  think  it  worth  while 
to  ask  them  any  farther  questions. 

**  His  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Kent,  as  appears 

by  his  narrative,  was  convinced  by  sir  Sidney  Smith,    . 

tliat  these  letters  came  from  me.     His  royal  high<^ 

ri  ess  had  been  applied  to  by  me,  in  consequence  of 

of  my  having  received  a  formal  note  from  sir  John 

^nd  lady  Douglas,  and  sir  Sidney  Smith,  requesting 

£^  n  audience  immediately ;  this  was  soon  after  my 

laving  desired  to  see  no  more  of  lady  Dou^as, 

conceived,  therefore,  the  audience  was  required 

ir  the  purpose  of  remonstrance  and  explanation 

^^^pon  this  circumstance,  and  as  I  was  d'etermined  not 

^^o  alter  my  resolution,  nor  admit  of  any  discussion 

>^poli  it,  I  requested  his  royal  highness,  who  hap^ 

^X^ened  to  be  acquainted  with  sir  Sidney  Smith,,  to 

"try  to  prevent  my  having  any  further  trouble  upon 

^he  subject.    His  royal  highness  saw  sir  Sidney 

Smith,  and  being  impressed  by  him-with  the  belief 

^rf  lady^  Douglases  story,  that  I  was  the  author  of 


thesie  anonymous  Jetters,  he  did  tb^t  whteh  lifSi* 
turaUy  became  him,  under  suchlielief;  hetodee^ 
voured,  for  the  peace  of  your  majesty,  and'  thfe^hcifif 
ndur  of  the  royal  family,  to  keep  frotti  the  .fcrid**^- 
ledge  of  the  worid,  what,  if  it  had  been  trtie,  \w4ilfl 
have  justly  reflected  such  infinite  disgrace  npdHi^ 
me ;  and  it  seems,  from  the  narrative,  that  he  ptb^-^ 
cured,  through  sir  Sidney  Smith,  sir  John  Dougbiifs^ 
assurance  that  he  would,  under  existing  cirddte-i^ 
stances,  remain  quiet,  if  left  unmolested.  "  Th44' 
result  (his  royal  highness  ,says)  he  communicated 
to  me  the  following  day,  and  I  seemed  satisfied 
with  it/*  And  undoubtedly  as  he  only  comrattHK 
cated  the  result  to  me,  I  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  satisfied :  for  as  all  that  I  wanted  was,  not  to 
be  obliged  to  see  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  a^id 
hot  to  be  troubled  by  them  any  more,  the  result'  of 
his  royal  highness's  interference,  through  sir  Sidney:  ^ 
Smith,  was  to  procure  me  all  that  I  A^anted.  I'&& 
iiot  wonder  that  his  royal  highness  did  not  mention 
to  me  the  particulars  of  these  infamous  letters  afcd' 
drawings,  which  were  ascribed  to  me ;  for,  as  long 
as  he  believed  .they  werp  mine,  imdoubtedly  it  wte' 
a  subject  which  he  must  have  wished  to  avoid;  bU^ 
I  lament,  as  it  happens,  that  he  did  not,  as  I  shbuW- 
have  satisfied  him,  as  far,  at  least,  as  any  assertion^ 
of  mine  could  have  satisfied  him,  by  declaring  to^ 
him,  as  I  do  now  most  solemnly,  that  the  letter  is 
not  mine,  and  that  I  know  nothing  whatever '<>( 


« 

Utif)  c^tepts  of  it^  or  of  tUe  other  papers|  aild  I 
tJFUft  that  lu3  royal  highness^  and  every  <me  else 
w)iP:  may  have  taken  up  any  false  impresssion  con- 
cerning them  to  my  prejudice*  from  the  assertion 
(^\  .sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  will,  upon  my  as- 
4^ion,  and  the  evidence  of  lord  Cholmondeley^ 
r^ippve  from  their  minds  this  calumnious  falsehood, 
which,  with  many  others,  the  malice  of  sir  John 
wsd  lady  Douglas,  has  endeavoured  to  &sten  upon 

j>  **  To  all  these  papers  lady  Douglas  states,  in  her 
"declaration,  that  not  only  herself  and  sir  John. 
Douglas,  but  sir  Sidney  Smith  would  have  no  he- 
sitation in  swearing  to  be  in  my  hand-writing. — 
What  says  lord  Choltnondeley  ? — "  that  he  is  per- 
fea^y  acquainted  with  my  manner  of  writing. 
Z^etter  .A.  is  not  of  ray  hand  writing ;  that  the  two 
papers  marked  B.  appear  to  be  wrote  in  a  disguised 

"r 

h^d ;  that  some  of  the  letters  in  them  remarkably 
Q^siemble  mine,  but  because  of  the  disguise,  he  can- 
i}pt  say  whether  they  are  or  not ;  as  to  the  cover, 
marked  C.  he  did  not  see  the  same  res^mblanf^v 
Q^  these  four  papers  (all  of  which  are  stated  by  lady 
l^ouglas  to  be  so  clearly  and  plainly  mine,  Ihat 
^re!can  be  no  hesitation  upon  tbejjubject)  two 
l^foav  (BO  'resemblance  to  it,  and  although  the  other. 
%WOj  (Written  in  a  disguised  hand,  have  some  letters 
i!i$raaikably  resembling  mine,  yet  I  trust  I  shall 
tt?tjtHpQn  jiuch  evidence, .  be  subjected  to j?o  base 
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an  imputation ;   and  really^  sire,  I  know  not  hotr 
to  account  for  the  commissioners  examining  and 
reporting  upon  this  subject  in  this  manner.     For  I 
understand  from  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  that  these  draw- 
ings were  produced  by  the  commissioners  to  her;  and 
that  she  was  examined  as  to  her  knowledge  of  theni» 
and  as  to  the  hand-writing  upon  them ;  that  she  was  ' 
satisfied,  and  swore  that  they  were  not  my  hand-iyiit;^ 
hig,  and  that  she  knew  nothing  of  them,  and  did  not 
believe  they  could  possibly  come  from  any  lady  in  my 
house.  She  was  shewn  the  seal  also,  which  lady  Doug- 
las, in  her  declaration,  says,  was  the  '*  identical  ondf 
with  which  1  had  summoned  sir  John  Douglas  tolun-. 
cheon.**  To  this  seal,  though  it  so  much  resembled 
one  that  belonged  to  herself  as  to  make  her  hesitate^ 
till  she  had  particularly  observed  it,  she  was  at  last 
as  positive  as  to  the  hand-writing,  and  having  ex- 
pressed herself  with  some  feeling  and  indignation  at 
the  suppositioh  that  either  I,  herself,  or  any  of  my 
ladies,  could  be  guilty  of  so  foul  a  transaction,  the 
commissioners  tell  her,  they  were  satisfied,  and  be- 
lieved  her ;  and  there  is  not  one  word  of  all  this  re- 
lated  in  her  examination. — ^Now,  if  their  lordships 
were  satisfied  from  this,  or  any  other  circumstan(!e, 
that  these  letters  were  not  my  writing ;   and  did 
not  come  from  me,  I  can  account  for  their  not  pre- 
serving any  trace  of  Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  evidence  on 
this  point,  and  leaving  it  out  of  their  inquiry  alto- 
gether ;  but  if  they  thought  proper  to  preserve  any 


upon  it,  to  make  it  the  subject  of  any  ex- 
amination,  surely  they  should  not  have  left  it  on 
lord  Cholmondeley's  alone ;  but  I  ought  to  have 
Iiad  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Fitzgerald's  evidence  also. 
Butf  as  I  said  before,  they  take  no  .notice  of  her 
evidence ;  nay,  they  finish  their  report,  they  exe- 
cute it,  according  to  the  date  it  bears,  upon  the  14th 
of  July,  and  it  is  not  uiitil  two  days  afterwards, 
namely,  on  the  16th,  that  they  examine  lord  Chol- 
mondeley  to  the  hand- writing — with  what  view, , 
and  for  what  purpose,  1  cannot  even  surmise ;  but 
with  whatever  view,  and  for  whatever  purpose,  if 
these  letters  are  at  all  to  be  alluded  to  in  their  re- 
port, or  the  examinations  accompanying  it,  surely 
I  ought  to  have  had  the  benefit  of  the  other  evi- 
dence, which  disproved  my  connection  with  them. 
•*  I  have  now,  sire,  gone  through  all  the  matters 
contained  in  the  examination,  on  which  I  think  it 
in  any  degree  necessary  to  trouble  your  majesty 
with  any  observations. — ^For  as  to  the  examination 
of  Mrs.  Townley  the  washerwoman,  if  it  applies  at 
all,  it  must  have  been  intended  to  have  afforded 
evidence  of  my  pregnancy  and  miscarriage.— -And 
whether  the  circumstance  she  speaks  to  was  occasi- 
oned by  my  having  been  bled  with  leeches,  or 
whether  an  actual  miscarriage  did  lake  place  in  my 
family,  and  by  some  means  linen  belonging  tp  me 
was  procured  and  used  upon  the  occasion ;   or  to 

whatever  other  circumstance  it  is  to  be  ascribed, 

3  d 


after  the  manner  ia  which  thea3in€QJ49ioi:^rf,^f 
e3(:pre4Md  their  opinion,  on  the  part  ,pf:  t^e  case  % 
speoting  my  isupposed  pregnane^,  and  ^tipr^flije^ 
^idemce  on  wipieh  they  fonned  their  opnyc^  l.^  . 
not  conceive  -  myself  called  upon  to  My  a|ny.t^ifl|$ 
upon  it ;  or  that  any  thing  I  oould  a^y  ^\il4  r^^ 
more  satisfactory  than  repeating  the  opinion  jod^rtllf^ 
oomtnissioner^  as  stated  in  •  their  rfc^pcirty  j  viz. 
^  That,  nothing  had  appeared  to  );hem  wl4.ch  wqjij^ 
irarcant  the  belief  that  I  was  pregnant  ^n  t)ii|(  j|^||^ 
(1802^)  or  at  any  other  period  within  the  cgmpfijig^ 
of  th^  inquiries-*-that  they  would^  not  he  wm?f99li 
ed  in  expressing  any  doubt  respecting  the  ja^f^p^^ 
pregnancy  of  the  princess^  as  stated  in  the  9i91Sl09i 
dedanrtionsy  a  &ct  so  fully  contiadicted,  and  h^.^ 
many  witnesses^  to  whom,  if  trae^  it  must  in,  irji)^-} 
qua  ways  have  been  known,  that  we  cannot  th^ 
it  entitled  to  the  smallest  credit*  ■  -^^  ^^ha 

^  '^  There  are,  indeed,  some  other  masters  menlji^in-: 
ed  in  the  original  dedarationi^  which  I  mig|^f;t|^yjCf 
£3und  it  necessary  tq  observe  upon;  but.j^^J^g 
cmmnissioners  do  not.  appear  to  have  enter^^^^  ifi^ 
any  examination  with  respect  to  them^  I  QOfil^i^i^ 
myself -.with  thinking  that  they  had  found  JO^ 
means  of  satisfying  themselves  of  the  utt$|:][  ^^j 
hood  of  those,  particulars,  au^  ^^>:^^^^.^^J^^ 
can  require  no  icontiradiGt^Pil  or  obs^vati^onj  ffOfi^ 

« 

**  Qu  the  declaration^theref^i^^  wid  the  evi^fgrff^ 


oils  <)f  tlite'  Ikhgth  at  which  I  imve  :treB}kai8ed  on 

j6Ar- ^hjestys  patience^  I  will  Ibrbew  to  wastp 

|[  ;ftor  titfi^  bf.  any  endeavour  t»  reca^itulatemrfaBkl 

JbaV^  said.     Som^  few  dbfidrvations^  however^  bcH 

ftl^^'Cdhdude,  I  tnuist  htipe  to  be  permitted  \q 

^^In'tAia^y  of  the  observations  which  I  hwe 

I    '  ^ 

^de^;  ycHir  iti^esty  Will  oteertre  that  I  hare  notitied 
ithht  haVe  appeared  CD  tde  to  be  f groat  ooodssionB^oi) 
fiUrl^part  of  the  CDrnmissioBiers^  in  the  inannevr^^of 
tAkBg*  their  examinations;  in  fiwbeaoring  to  put 
jtf^^^edtioha  to  the  witneiaes^  in  the  nature  of  a 
^^Mi«fj^aMiihfltion  of  them ; — ^to  confront  tbem  with 
efoK  bthier ;  and  to  call  other  witnesses,  whose  tetst* 
^iAikif  liiniit  either  have  confirmed  or  falsified^in 
iin'polrtant-  particulars,  the  examinations  as  •  tbey 
have  taken  them.  It  may  perhaps  occur,  in  conse^ 
qn^ce  of  such  observations^  that  I  am  xh^rous 
'this  inquiry  should  be  opened  again ;  that  the 


tiohers  should  i^e^omiticYituf  their  kibeiur4 


fiiat^liey  should  proceed  to  supply  the  deftcti 
te'thleir  pretioiis  examifmtions,  by  a  fuller  exeoiK 
fi^  ^  their  diity^-^I  thetefere  think  it  necessary^ 
nibM  distinctly  and  etnphatieally  to  state^that  I  hai^ 
1^6' Wch  meaning;  and  whatever  ms^' be  the  Mask 
%)at  I'tnay  incur  of  bemg  chatted  with*  betrayimg 
a  consciousness  of  guilt,  by  thus  flying  from  an  ex- 
^sloti  oif  repetition  of  thi&r  Inquirvl  1  hna^t  dis- 


V  tmedy  slatted  t^t  w  fiir  from  reqnestiiig  the  veimra] 
^  of  ii^^l  faumbty  ve^nest  your  majesly  wouU^bi 
-    gcddou^  pleased  to  understand  me.  as  renooiistra 
tin^  aiid  {»x>testing  against  it,  in  the  strongiest  ianc 
mcot'sdemti  manner  in  my  power.  -.ii 

^  I  am  yet  to  learn  the  legality  c^  such  aisam 
'  missicm  to  inquire,  even  in  the  case  of  high  trcanpn 
or  aiiy  bthet  crime  known  to  the  laws  of  the  comAy 
/  If  itiis  lawful  in  the  case  of  high  treason,  supposed 
'  ttisi.;be^  committed  by  me,  surely  it  must  be  iawfii 
"ako  dn  V  the  case  of  high  ^  treason  supposed  .taithi 
'  <ebtiimitted  by  other  subjects  of  your  majesty.;' i 
r  ;it.tf<That  thete  is  much  objection  to  it,  in  raami 
an4*  principle,  my  understanding  assures  me.  That 
such  inquiries,  carried  on  upon  ex  parte  examina- 
'^tion,  and  a  report  of  the  result  by  persons  of  l^gl: 
authority,  may,  nay  must,  have  a  tendency  to  .pre- 
judice the  character  of  th^  parties  who  are  expos- 
ed to  them,  and  thereby  influence  the  further  piro- 
>'  oeedings  in   their  case; — that  are  calculat^i itc 
keep  back  from  notice,  and  in  security,  the  peraor 
of  ^  false  accuser,  and  to  leave  the  accused  in  the 
predicament  of  neither  being  able. to  look  forwarc 
for  protection  ^  to  an  acquittal  of  himself,  nor  foj 
redress  '  to  the   conviction   of  his  <accuser-~*thai 
^  these  ahfid^nahy  other  objections  occur  to  such  <' 
-{  modfe  of'iiroeeeiding,  in  tJie  case  of  a  crime  knowr 
'^*to^th^  law6  of  this  country,  appears  to  be  qx^itc 
>^^biii^is;-^6ut<if 'Commissioners'ticting  under  sucl 


d(f  regular  magistrates,  -wheaiifey  haVeMAisfiedtbem-' 
-^'Sejhres  of  the  &l8ehoo4  of  tW  jAimiJifd  dm^^^^ 
i'  Hie  jdksenoe  ofaU  legal  and  sub&fckntinr^  JOffisQfe^  cure 

to  be^[considered  as  empowered.^  pcwted  writhe 
riva&amiDation  of  die  partieulars  of  private iUfb  to  re- 
«t '-port  upon  the  proprieties  of  ^domeaticooildbact'^JEQd 
vdae*  decorums  of  private  beha^iKnuv  and  ;ta>  pro« 
ii^jMMtjmce  their  opinion  against  the  partyv  upon' the 
i  i;  iBvidence  of  dissatisfied  senrants^  i¥h(^  /  veiafiity 
3'^ they  iare  to  hold  up  as  unimpeaQhaUje^ ;  and  tei^o 

this  .without  permittii^  the  peijta^n^  whose  (0^ 

i  ^H&inquired  into,  to  suggest  erne  word  in  expllKnation 

*  ^  dti  contradiction  of  the  matter  with  Which  tii^iare 

^icfaiarged:   [it  woul4»  I  submit, to  your.  mcljesl;y> 

t'jjpAyte  such  an  attack  upon  the  iseciuity:aiid.<€^Q^fiU 

'~«denee  of  domestic  life^  such  a  means^of  recotding, 

—  under  the  sanction  of  great  names  and  htgh  .aUtho> 

~  'rity^the  most  malicious,  and  foulest  im^utiiti(9^s, 

"^  J tHat=  <no  character  could  possibly  beaseet^rei^  tM^d 

>' woqld  do  more  to  biiieak  in  ufK>nr<ahd  undepoui^e 

»c^e happiness  and  comfort  of  life/than^ any  firocit^d- 

^o^ing  which  could  be.  imagined;  it;.  :.,  ,  v^-/   ri»M7n 

^  ;t  i^The  public  in  ^general,  perhups^  isnayfcjelnliot 

>iiitteh.  interest  in  the  .eatablii»hmen,t ;of  tsuiQli.||tPj:e- 

i^.  jtedent^  in  m^y  caae^  vThey.iiiay/tlwQfcvAtr.  tftr>te  a 

«^i  Toomise  I  of  proceeding  v«rarcelyi  i  i $gpfe!ft|)lei  ^tpn  i^ny 

jifapyate  subject ;  yet^  if  <aiQd^f9u4h  avf^ppr$;i9f\]|io- 

«^i  jpoiuvi o£:< decency^ rand  (D£?mAn9^»t I4i@|!i.e6li^kh?d, 


ifiaiiy  subjeetit  inigBt  occur  ta  vrhlth  it  might  bc< 
thought  advisable  to  extend  its  jarisdi^tioiiV  b^ 
ydftd  the  instance  of  d  princess  of  Wblei.    Biit' 
should  It  t>e  intended  to  be  confined  t6  fri^,  fouit' 
iiiajest3r,  I  trusty  will  not  be  surprised  to  fihd  that' 
it  does  not  reconcile  me  the  better  to*  it,  should -1 
learn  myself  to  be  the  single  instance  in  ytor  kitig^' 
dom  who  is  exposed  to  the  scrutitiy  df  so  Sevi^ 
ahd  forhfiidable  a  tribunal.    So  fiir,  therefore,  from 
gitirig  that  sanction  or  consent  t6  any  fresh  in- 
cjuiry,  upon  similar  principles,  which  I  should  seieni 
to  do,  by  requiring  the  renewal  of  these  exai!niiiii« ' 
tlons,  i  must  protest  against  it ;  protest  against  the! 
nature  6f  the  proceeding,  because  its  result  cannot ' 
be  fair ;   I  must  protest,  as  long  at  least  as  it  re- 
xniilns'  doubtful,  against  the  legality  of  what  has  al- 
r^y  passed,  as  well  as  the  legality  of  its  repetition! 
-^ff  the  course  be  legal,  I  must  submit  to  the  kws, 
hdrjfreriEfr  severe  they  may  be.    But  I  trust  anew 
larwis  not  to  be  found  out,  and  applied  to  my  case. 
If  I  am  guilty  of  crime,  I  know  I  utti  amenable,'  I 
am  most  contented  to  continue  so,  to  the  impartiiil 
laws  of  you  majesty's  kingdom;   and  I  ffear  rio 
charge  brought  against  me  in  open  day,  trnfder  th^' 
public  eye,  before  the  known  tribunals  of  iSitf^ 
country,  administering  justice  under  thbise  imparlSttI 
and  enlightened  la^ws.  But  secret' tribunal,  creiif6d 
fdr  the  first  time  fbr  me,  to  forth  dnd  ptondttnce 
0](>lhi6ns  upon  my  conduct,  without  hearing  m»f 
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to  record,  in  the  evidence  of  the  witnessed  whidi 
they  report,  imputations  against  my  character  upon 
ea:  parte  examinations, — till  I  am  better  reconciled 
to  the  Ju3tice  of  their  proceedings,  I  cannot  fail  tp 
fear.  And  till  I  am  better  informed  asi  to  their 
Jegality,  I  cannot  fail,  in  duty  to  my  dearest  in- 
terests, most  solemnly  to  remonstrate  and  to  protest 
against  them.  ^ 

^*  If  such  tribunals  as  these  are  called  into  aqtiou 
against  me  by  the  false  charges  of  friend^  turned 
epemies,  of  servants  turned  traitors,  and  acting  w 
spies  by  the  foul  conspiracy  (Mfsuch  social  and  dor 
inestic  treason;  I  can  look  to  no  security  to.n^y, 
honour  in  the  most  spotless  and  most  cautious  V9r 
nocence. 

**  By  the  contradiction  and  denial  which  in  tluB 
case  I  have  been  enabled  to  procure,  of  the  moat 
important  facts  which  have  been  sworn  agaimlt^^e 
by  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Bidgood  ;--4>y  the  ahft^.yar:^ 
tions,  and  the  reasonings,  which  I  hare  addres$e(|: 
to  your  majesty,  I  am  confident^  that  to  thorn 
whose  sense  of  justice  will  lead  them  to.  wade 
through  this  long  detail,  I  shall  have  removed  the 
impressions  which  have  been  rdsed  against  ma— 
But  how  am  I  to  insure  a  patient  attention  to  aU 
this  statement  ?  How  many  will  hear  Uiat  the  lord 
chai^cellor,  the  lord  chief  juatice  of  the  king^s  bench, 
the  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  one  of  your  ma^ 
jesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  have  reported 


■'U- 


agtdiiftt  me,  tipon  evidence  which  they  haye  de- 
dared  to  be  unbiassed  and  unquestiohable ;  who 
wffl  never  have  the  opportunity,  or  if  they  had  the 
opportunity,  might  not  have  the  inclination,  to  eor- 
reet  the  error  of  that  report,  by  the  examination  of 
niy  statement. 

**I  feel,  therefore,  that  by  this  proceeding,  my 
character  has  received  essential  injury.  For  a 
princess  of  Wales  to  have  been  placed  in  a  situa- 
tion,  ill  which  it  was  essential  to  her  honour  to 
request  one  gentleman  to  swear,  that  he  was  not 
locked  up  at  midnight  in  a  room  with  her  aloiie : 
and  another,  that  he  did  not  give  her  a  lasdvibus 
salute,  and  never  slept  in  her  house^  is  to  have  been 
actually  degraded  and  disgraced. — 1  have  been, 
sire,  placed  in  this  situation ;  I  have  been  cruelly, 
your  majesty  will  permit  me  to  say,  so  cruelly  de- 
graded into  the  necessity  of  making  such  requests. 
A  necessity  which  I  never  could  have  been  expos- 
ed to,  even  under  this  inquiry,  if  more  attention 
had  been  given  to  the  examination  of  these  ma- 
lidous  charges,  and  of  the  evidence  on  which  they 
rest 

''  Much  solidtude  is  felt,  and  justly  so,  as  con- 
nected with  this  inquiry,  for  the  honour  of  ybut 
majesty's  illustrious  Family.  But  surely  a  true 
regard  to  that  honour  should  have  restrained  those 
who  really  felt  for  it,  from  casting  such  severe  re- 
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flections  on  the  chaiseter  and  virtue  of  the  prinr 
cess  of  Wales. 

*'  If,  indeed,  after  the  most  diligent  and  anxious 
inquiry,  penetrating  into  every  circumstance,  con- 
nected with  the  charge,  searching  every  source 
from  which  information  could  be  derived,  and 
scrutinizing  with  all  that  acuteness,  into  the  credit 
and  character  of  the  witnesses,  which  great  experi- 
ence, talent,  and  intelligence  could  bring  to  such  a 
subject ;  and  above  all,  if,  after  giving  me  some  op- 
portunity of  being  heard,  the  force  of  truth  had,  at 
length,  compelled  any  persons  to  form,  as  reluctant- 
ly  and  as  unwillingly  as  they  would,  against  theif:, 
own  daughters  the  opinion  that  has  been  pronoun- 
ced ;  no  regard,  unquestionably,  to  my  honour  and 
character,  nor  to  that  of  your  majesty's  family,  as 
in  some  degree  involved  in  mine,  could  have  justi-* 
fied  the  suppression  of  that  opinion,  if  legally  called 
for  in  thecpurse  of  official  and  public  duty.  Whether 
such  caution  and  reluctance  are  really  manifest  in 
these  proceedings,  I  mu^t  leave  to  less  partial  judg- 
ments than  my  own  to  determine. 

"In  the  full  examination  of  these  proceedings, 
which  justice  to  my  own  character  has  required  of 
me,  I  have  been  compelled  to  make  many  observa- 
tions, which,  1  fear,  may  prove  offensive  to  persons 
in  high  power — Your  majesty  will  easily  believe; 
when  I  solemnly  assure  you,  that  I  have  been  deeply 

sorrv  to  yield  to  thfe  necessity  of  so  doing.    This 

SB 
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{deeding  mtoiferts*  tiiat  I  have»ieMn4es  &m^; 
I  could  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  increase. tl^r 
niiinber,  or  threir  weight.    I  trust,  howeyer^.  j(  l^ve 
^   done  it, ^I "know  it  has  been  my  purpose  to  ^it^) 
iA  li'fnanner  as  little  oflFensive  as  the  ju,stice  dn^-to 
vCiy%Ai  would  allow  of;  but  I  have  felt  that.  I  ha^ye 
been  deeply  injured;   that.  I  have  had  muph,.to 
Cdhrplain'  of:   and  that  my  silence  now  y^oyX^js^t 
bfe' taken  for  forbearance,  but  would  be  ascribed^o 
lif^'asa  confession  of  guilt     The  report  itjselC  ap- 
'  rioitllibed  to  me,  that  these  things,  which  had  t)^j^n 
'  ii^oken  to  by  the  witnesses,  •*  great  improprieili^s 
'  'aM3  indecencies  of  conduct,"  '*  necessarily  occ^ipn- 
'^injg-most  unfavourable  interpretations,  and  deseryipg 
'  liJie  most  serious  consideration,"  **  must  be  credited 
'  till  decidedly  contradicted,".  The  most  satisfactory 
'dispi'oof  of  these  circumstances  (as  the  contradiction 
■  of  tlie  accused  is  always  received  with  caution  and 
'distrust)  rested  in  the  proof  of  the  foul  malice  apd 
felsehood  of  my  accusers  and  their  witnesses?*    The 
•  if^port  announced  to  your  majesty  that  tfaqse  >vit- 
'  nesses,  whom  I  felt  to  be  foul  confederates  in  a  base 
<ionspiracy  against  me,  were  not  to  be  suspected  of 
unfavourable  bias,  and  their  veracity,  in  the^uc^g- 
ment  of  the  commissioners,  hot  .to  be  questioned. 
"'  ^^  Under  these  circumstanceis,  sire,  what  could  I 
^  do?  could  I  forbear,  in  justice  to,  mys^Ui,  t/)  an- 
'*^'hteuince  to  your  majesty  t^je^existeaoe  of  ^  <?pn^pi- 
•^  'ikcy  against  my  'hoMmr,.^i»xid  mj  ^^tation  in  .this 


^fitfbeisli'  to  point  out  toyour  majesty  how  long  tl^s 
ihf 6rid^  tilischief  had^  beea' tfiedit^t^  9ga^i^t  ix^? 

*  fibtiM  I  forbear  to  point  out.my;  dpubts^  ^t.leap^.pf 
thfe  legality  of  tbjB  commbsiou  und^t  .W^Wb  tbe 

r 

*f>tbceeding  had  been  had?  or  to  poifi^f  i^^^tj^^e 
'  6rh>ts'  and  inaccuracies  into  which  th^  gr^a:^  ^7)d 
"^bkf  rheh  who  are  named  in  this  commissiop^  iugader 
■  the  hurry  and  pressure  of  their  great  offici9:Vf;9cpu- 
pations,  had  fallen,  in  the  execution  of  Uus;  4u^ty  ? 
'bduld  I  forbear  to  state,  and  to  urge,  the  greft^iii' 
'  jli^tioe  and  jury  that  had  beendojfie  to  my  Qhar^qter 
'ahi^  my  honour,  by  opinions  prcmouiiced  ag^i^t 
-^  tee  Without  hearing  me?  And  if,  in  the  execi^ion 
'  bf  this  great  task,  so  essential  to  my  honour,.!  Jbave 
let  drop  any  expressions  which  a  colder. and  mpre 
cautious  prudence  would  have  checked, . I  appeal 
'to  your  majesty's  warm  heart,  and  generou$i  fl- 
ings, to  suggest  my  excuse^  and  to  af&rd  n^  j>ai^n. 
"  What  I  have  said  I  have  said  c^er  the  prieftl)ire 
of  ifatich  misfortune^  under  the  provocation. of .gc^ai 
aftd  accumulated  injustice.      Oh!  sirei  to,  be  .jtiin- 
fortunate,  siii d  scarce  ta  feel  at  liberty  to-  lament ; 
id  he  cruelly  'tised; '  atid  to  feel  it  almost  an  olG^nce 
and  a  duty  to  be  silent  is  a  hard  lot ;  but  use  .had, 
th'sbnf^  degree,  itmred  me  to  it^but  to  f^d  my 
■ 'misfortunes  and  my  injuries  imputedito  me  as  faults; 
^t<!)'  be' called  to  account  upon  a  charge  made  ^igainst 
'^  'W 'by  lafdy  D6ughw,  who  ivj^  thought  at  first 
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veracity  to  the  fact  of  my. having  admitted  tkuat^n 
wfs  ji^nyjielf  the  i^^gresspr  in  every  thing  K>f  wl^ich  I 
hail  to  complain,  has  subdued  all  power  of  patienfrf  i 
be^ri^g;  and  when  I  was  called  upon  ^y  Xhe  coffk^.i 
missionersy  either  to  admit,  by  my  silencp,  the  guiU. ,) 
which  they  imputed  to  me»  oi;  to  enter  intor  piy  ; 
defence,  in  contradiction  to  it«^no  longer  at  liberty,  v 
to^remaiti  silenti,  I,  perhaps,  having  not  knowji,  ^ 
hoWjr\with  exact  propriety,  to  limit  my  expr^Sr^v^^ 

^'in  happier  day.of  my  life,  before  rpy  spirit  M, 
been  yjet  at  alllowered  by  my  misfortunes,  I  should  ^^ 
have  ibeen  disposed  to  have  met  suqh  a  charge  witb.r^ 
the  contempt  which,  I  trust,  by  this  time,  yQi^r..^ 
majesty  thinks  due  to  it ;  I  should  have  been  dis^ 
posed  to  have  defied  my  enemies  to  the  utmost, 
and  to  have  scorned  to  answer  to  any  thing  but  a 
legal  charge  before  a  competent  tribunal :  but,  in 
my  present  misfortunes,  such  force  of  mind  is  gone. 
I  ought,  perhaps,  so  far  to  be  thankful  to  them  for 
their  wlwJesome  lessons  of  humility.  I  have,  there-  ' 
fore,  entered  into  this  long  detail,  to  endeavour  .tp. 
remove,  at  the  first  possible  opportunity,  any  un- 
favourable impressions;     to  rescue   myself  from 
the  dangers  which  the  continuance  of  these  suspi- 
cions might  occasion,  and  to  preserve  to  me  your 
majesty's  good  opinion,  in  whose  kindness,  hitherto, 
I  have  found  infinite  consolation,  and  to  whose 


c  in  Di 

justice;  undel*  all  drcamstances^  I  Cfin^'coMdeiitl]^^' 
appeal;  "*  ''■=      '-'^    ''  '    •'•••"^" 

"Under  the  impression  of  th«$e'  sfehtimeDtS 'I '' 
tbiWrt*f- myself  pt  your  majesty's  feet.  I  kttoW,  thi*  ^^ 
wbktevear  sentiments  of  resentment;  ,i*hatever-'^iih*^' 
for^i^dres3,  by  the  punishment  of  myfelse  dcttos^rs;'  ' 
I  ciEfght  to  feel,  your  majesty,  as  the  father  of  **  ^* 
striker,  smarting  under  false  accusation,  at  tb6" 
heed  of  your  illustrious  hou^  dishonoured  in  me,'  ' 
and  as  the  great  guardian  of  the  laws  of  your  kingi^"* 
dom,  thus  foully  attempted  to  have  been  applied>it 
to -the  purposes  of  injustice,  will  not  fail  tofeelifor 
me.  At  all  events,  I  trust  your  majesty  Will  :rdu>^^ 
store  me  to  the  blessing  of  ybur  gracious  present^-  a  J 
and  confirm  to  me,  by  your  own  gracious  words,- ^^ 
your  satisfactory  conviction  of  my  innocence.        ',-^s 

"I  am,  '    ] 

**  With  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  and  loyalty,  ;:;?! 

^*  Your  majesty's  most  affectionate  ( "fni 

and  dutiful  dau^ter-in-law,       f ::  o  I 

"  subject  aiid  servant,  *'  »b;h 

Monietgue  House,  2(1  October,  IBOff.         ^  V  C '  P.f  ^(^1 
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J  CHAPTER  XII. 

Depositions  of  Thomas   Manby  Esq.,   TMlMdf 
Lawrence,  Portrait  Painter,  ana  Thomas  Hd- 

'    ■       f 

meades.  Surgeon. — Samuel  Gillam  Mill^s  State- 
ment  of  a  Conversation  with  Lord  Moiraard 
Mr.  Lowten. — Depositions  of  Jonathan  Part- 
7  idge,.  Philip  Krackeler  and  Robert  Eaglestonc, 
disproving  the  evidence  against  the  Princess  of 
Wales. — Her  Royal  Highnesses  letter  to  tite 
King. — His  Majesty's  reply,  transTfiitted  hy  the 
Ztord  Chancellor. — Her  Royal  Highnesses  letter 
,  on  the  joyful  occasion. — The  King's  answer.— 
Another  letter  from  his  Mcyesty  sitspending  an 
interview. — Her  Royal  Highnesses  consequent 
letters  on  the  unhappy  occasion. 

THOMAS  MANBY  Esq.  deposed  that  having 
Bad  read  to  him  the  following  passage,  from  the 
copy  of  a  deposition  of  Robert  Bidgood,  sworn  the 
6  th  of  June  last,  before  lords  Spencer  and  Grenville, 
viz. 

"I  was  waiting  one  day  in  the  anti-room;  captain 
Manby  had  his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  appeared  to  be 
going  away ;  he  was  a  long  time  with  the  priritfesfi, 
and,  as  I  stood  on  the  steps,  waiting,  I  looked  into 
the  room  in  whicli  they  were,  and  in  the  reflection 
on  the  looking-glass,  I  saw  them  salute  each  other 


I 

— «I  mean,  that  they  kissed  each  other's  lips.  Cap- 
tain Manby  then  went  away;  I  then  observed  the 
princess  have  her  handkerchief  in  her  hands,  and 
wipe.lier  eyes,  as  if  she  was  crying,  and  went  into 
the  drawing-room." 

**  Deponent  does  solemnly,  and  upon  his  oath, 
declare,  iliat  the  said  passage  is  a  Vile  and  wicked 
i^i vention  ;  that  it  is  wholly  and  absolutely  false ; 
that  it  is  impossible  he  (Bidgood)  ever  could  have 
seen,  in  the  reflection  of  any  glass,  any  such  thing, 
as.  he  (deponent)  never  upon  any  occasion,  or  in 
any  situation,  ever  had  tiie  presumption  to  salute 
her  royal  highqess  in  any  such  manner,  or  to  take 
any  such  liberty,  or  offer  any  siich  insult  to  her 
person.     And  deponent  having  had  read  to  him 
another  passage  from  the  same  copy  of  the  same 
deposition,  in   which   the  said   Robert  Bidgood 
says — "I  suspected  that  captain  Manby  slept  fre- 
4}uentiy  in  the  house ;  it  was  a  subject  of  conversa- 
tion .in  the  house.      Hints  were  given  by  the 
-servants;   and  I  believe  that  others  suspected  it 
well  as  myself." 

**  Deponent  solemnly  swears,  that  such  suspicion 
is  wholly  unfounded,  and  that  he  (deponent)  never 
did,  at  Montague  house,  Southend,  Ramsgate,  Ea^t 
Cliff,  or  any  where  else,  ever  sl^ep  in  any  house 
occupied,  by,  or  belonging  to,  her  =  royal  liighness 
thepmncess  of  Wales,  and  that  there  never  did 
^my  thing  pass  betwee^  her  royal  highness  the 
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piii)ces9  of  Walei  and  himself*  that  deponent  ^hoiddl 
be  in  any  degree  unwilfing  that  all  the  urarid  shodld 
havefieenr. 
^*  Sworn  at  the  public  office,  Hatton  Garden^  Sefix 

''Thomas  Lawrence,  of  Greek-street  Sdlo^^M 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  portrait  painter,  depMedt 
that  having  had  read  to  him  the  following  extlaet 
from  a  ccjipy  of  a  deposition  of  William  Cole»  ptwr-. 
porting  to  have  been  sworn  before  lords  Spencev ' 
and' Grenville  the  10th  day  of  June,  1806,  vir.      ? 

**  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  painter,  used  to  go  to  Man-* 
tague  house  about  the  latter  end  of  1801,  when  he 
was  painting  the  princess,  and  he  has  slept  in  the 
house  two  or  three  nights  together.  I  have  often 
seen  him  alone  with  the  princei^s  at  eleven  or  twelve 
o'clock  at  night;  he  has  been  there  as  late  as  one 
or  two  o'clock  in  the  mornuig.  One  night  I  sai^ 
him  with  the  princess  in  the  blue  room,  afltr  the 
ladies  had  retired ;  s6me  time  afterwards,  when  I 
supposed  he  Was  gone  to  his  bed-room,  I  went  to 
see  that  all  was  safe,  and  found  the  blue  room  door 
locked,  and  heard  a  whispering  in  it,  and  then  went 
away/* 

"  He  does  solemnly,  and  upon  his  oath,  depose^ 
that  having  received  the  commands  of  hev  royal 
highness  the  princess  of  Wales  to  paint  her  royal 
highness's  portrait,  and  that  of  the  princess  Chan- 
lotte,  he  attended  for  that  purpose  at  Montague 


■C    877    3 
lioiite^'nadBheath,:  several  times  about  the  year 

■ 

1801,  and  having  been  informed  that  sir  William 

Beechey,  upon  a  similar  occasion,  had  slept  in  the 

hoMi^,  for  the  greater  convenience  of  executing  his 

painting ;  and  it  having  been  intimated  to  him, 

tfaatJiemight.probably.be  allowed  the  same  ad- 

Tantege^  he  signified  his  wish  to  avail  himself  of  it; 

nod/ accordingly  deponent  did  sleep  at  Montague 

llpuce  several  nights :   that  frequently,  when  em- 

ployed  upon  this  painting,  and  occasionally  between 

the  qlose  of  a  day^s  sitting  and  the  time  of  her  rqyal 

highnesses  dressing  for  dinner,  he  has-been  alone  in 

her  royal  highness's  presence;  he  has  likewise ji)een 

graciously  admitted  to  her  royal  highness's  presence 

in  the  evenings,  and  remained  there  till  twelve, 

one,  and  two  o'clock ;  but  he  does  solemnly  swear 

he  was  never  alone  in  the  presence  of  her. royal 

highness  in  an  evening,  to  the  best  of  his  recollect- 

tion  and  belief^  except  in  one  single  instance,  and 

that 'for  a  short  time,  when  he  remained  with  her 

royal  highness  in  the  blue-room,  or  drawing-room, 

at  he  remembers,  to  answer  some  question  which 

had  been  put  to  him,  at  the  moment  he  was  about 

to  retire  together  with  the  ladies  in  waiting,  who 

had  been  previously  present  as  well  as  himself; 

and,  though  he  cannot  recollect  the  particulars  of 

the  ccMiversation  which  then  took  place,  he  does 

solenoiily  swear,  that  nothing  passed  betweep  lier 

H>yri  highness  and  himself,  which  he  cpuld  have 

3C 


Bad  the  least  objection  for  all  the  worid  to  have 
Meh  4mS  faterd.    And  he  does  j^rth^i  upoh  lub 
oath;  isoleninly  declare,  that  he  never  was  alone  n 
the  praMmoe  bf  her  royal  highiiefli  ift  an^^f  ^'^B!? 
place,  ^r  in  any  other  way,  than  as  abov^  deiori]b|ed^ 
and  that  neither,  updn  the  occasion  last  m^n^^ 
nor  upon  any  other,  was  he  erev  ia  the  pc^;^ 
of  lier  royal  highness,  in  any  iiMKn  iiijiali^er^  w^ 
tl^e  door  locked,  bolted,  or  fastaied,  otherwise  thspi 
in  thtf  bommon  and  usual  nuumer^  which  kaves 
it  bt  the  power  of  any  person  on  the  outside  of  the 
docH*  to  open  it 
^  Sworn  at  the  same  place,.  September  SH^.** 
'^Thomas  Edmeades,  of  Gr^enwich^  surgeon^^e-^ 
posed,  that  on  Tuesday,  May  30, 1806,  he  waited 
Upon  earl  Moira,  by  his  appointment,  who  haying 
ihtroduced  him  to  Mr.  Conant,  a  magistrate  Ibr 
Westminster,  proceeded  to  mention  a  charge  pi^ 
ferred  against  him,  by  one  of  the  female  servwrts 
6f  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales,  of  bis 
haying;  said,  that  her  roya}  highness  had  been  prieg*^ 
liant     His  lordship  then  asked  deponent.  If  .^e 
had  hot  bled  her  royal  highness ;  and  whether,  i^ 
that  time,  he  did  not  mention  to  a  servant,  tbat^  he 
thought  her  royal  highness  in  the  family  w^QT; 
and  whether  be  did  not  also  ask,  at  the  same  time, 
if  the  prince  had  been  down  to  Montague  hoji;^se 
Deponent  answered;  that  it  had  never  entered^  bis 
miiid  that  her  royal  highness  was*  in  such  a  liti^a* 
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iiftti)  tnd  that,  tfaerdbre,  certtmkf  he  »^ver  made 


'- '' 


ffatt  remark  to  any  one .  nor  hiid  ha  asked  whotb€9* 
li^  royal  highness  had  visited  the  house :  depoMiittit 
1^  ^t  at  that  tkne  a  report  of  tiie  sature  Jil- 
ib  was  prevalent;  but  that  be  treated  ilk. , as 
rae  faifiasious  lie  of  the  day.  His  lordship  advel^ftfd 

I.    1, .  try-. 

lb;  tni  eircumitaAoe  of  her  royal  highnes^s  hayij^g 

falkeh  a  dbild  into  her  house;  4md  ofasenred  hiHir 

jfamdAil  ttiistakes  about  succession  to  the  tbrooe 

Wesi^  and  iiVhat  confusion  mifht  be  caused  by  any 

cudm  of  this  child  t  deponent  observed  that  faei/yjas 

aware  of  it ;  but  i*epe(ited  the  assertioiau  that  he  iaod 

never  fhMgkt  of  sudi  a  ibing  as  was  >9Ugg!psted, 

and  therefore  considered  it  impossible^  in  a  mfinner, 

that  he  could  have  given  it  utterance.    Deponeat 

believed,  in  the  firirt  instance^  Mr»  Stikeman  the 

^»ge  had  mentioned  this  child  to  her  royal  higlu>ess, 

sad  that  it  came  frond  Deptford,  where  deporwit 

treni  when  her  royal  highness  first  took  i^  V>;8ee 

if  any  illness  prevailed  in  thefiimily.     Mr.  Cqni^t 

observed,  that  he  believed  it  was  not  an  aiatts|ial 

thingfor  a  medk^  man,  when  be  imagined  tha^ a 

iwiy  wtis  pregnant^  to  mention  bis  suspiciof),^  jto 

Lottie  confidential  domestic  in  the  family  H^-diypp- 

^Isnt  admitted  the  bare  possibility,  if  such  Jiy d 

bben  his  opinion ;  but  remarked  that  t^ie  |^  g^t 

tiaVe  been  temoved,  before  he  could  have  cg^p^tqit- 

'C:ed^himseIf  in  so*  absurd  a  manner^    i^d  Mfidra, 

Xtt-i  verv  significant  manner,  witb  hi&hfV^cVs  jtfiebi^d 


him,  his  head  over  one  shoulder,  his^yes  directed 
towards,  deponent,  with  a  sort  of  smile,  observed^ 
**  that  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  there  must 
be  something  in  the  servant's  deposition  */'  as  if  he 
did  not  give  perfect  credit  to  what  deponent  had 
said.  He  (lord  Moira)  observed  that  the  matter  was 
then  confined  to  the  knowledge  of  a  few;  and  that 
he  had  hoped,  if  there  had  been  any  foundation:  for 
^he.  affidavit,  deponent  might  have  acknowIed^i;ed 
it^  that  the  affair  might  have  been  hushed  With 
respect  to  the  minor  question,  deponent  observed^ 
that  it  was  not  probable  .that  he  should  condescend 
to  ask  any  such  question,  as  that  imputed  to  hini, 
of  a  menial  servant^  and  that  he  was  not  in  the 
habits  of  conferring  confidentially  with  servants. 
Mr,  Conant  cautioned  him  to  be  on  his  guard ;  as, 
that  if  it  appeared,  on  further  investigation,  he  bgd 
made  such  inquiry,  it  might  be  very  unpleasant, to. 
him,  should  it  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
privy  council.  Deponent  said  that  he  considered 
the  report  as  a  malicious  one ;  and  was  ready, to 
make  oath,  before  any  magistrate,  that  he  had  not, 
at  any  time,  asserted,  or  even  thought^ .  that  her 
roy^l  highness  had  ever  been  in  a  state  of  pregnanpy 
sjnoe  he  had  had  the  honour  of  attending  the  hous^- 
liold.  Mr.  Conant  asked  him,  whether,  'whilst  he 
was  bleeding  her  royal  highness,  or  qfler  he  liad 
performed  the  operation,  he  did  not.  make  som« 
comment  on  the  situation  of  her  royal  highness 


fl^te  the  state 'of  the  blood;  and  whether  he  re 
oominended  the  operation.  Deponent  answered  in 
the  negative  to  both  questioiis;  -  he  saia,' that*  her 
royal  highness  had  sent  for  him  to  bleed  her,  and. 
that  he  did  not  then  recollect  on  what  account.  He 
said  that  he  had  bled  her  royal  highness  twice ;  but 
did  not  remember  the  dates.  Deponent  asked 
lord  Moira,  whether  his  lordship  intended  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  business,  or  whether  he  might  consider 
it  as  at  rest,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity,  if 
he  thought  necessary,  of  consulting  his  friends  re- 
lative to  the  mode  of  conduct  he  ought  to  adopt ; 
lord  Moira  said,  that  if  the  subject  was  moved  any 
further,  deponent  should  be  apprised  of  it;  and  that, 
at  present,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  Deponent 
left  them,  and  in  about  an  hour,  on  further  con- 
sideration,  wrote  the  note,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  to  which  he  never  received  any  reply. 

"Mr.  Edmeades  presents  his  respectful  compli- 
ments to  lord  Moira,  and  on  mature  defiberation^ 
after  leaving  his  lordship,  upon  the  conversation 
which  passed  at  lord  Mcora's  this  morning,  he  feels 
it  necessary  to  advise  with  some  friend  on  the  pro^ 
pri«:y-of  making  the  particulars  of  that  con  versation 
krtowh  to  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales; 
aS^'Mr.  Edmeades  would  be  very  sorry  that ''her 
ibyal  highness  should  consider  him  capable  c^  SHch 
ihfAmous  conduct  as  that  imputed  to  him  on  the 
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depoiBitioii  <xf  a  sttrvanjt^  by  lewd  Moirti  tiiis  moini^ 


.  '»  ::. 


^Deponent  has  been  Enabled  to  State  tfaoaub^ 
stance  of  his  interview  with  lord  Mbita  «kl$  >  tf  h^ 
Conant  with  the  more  pafticukfity,  as  he  toAdfe 
liiettararidums  of  it  within  k  day  or  two  t&e^tSpafdi^ 
Jbid  he  does  further  de{)ose,  tliat  die  pipetB  iMfff— 
liiitbiinneklf^,  are  in  the  hand-writing  tkf  B$iat00L 
Odtamlilithi,  of  Green widi  aforesaid,  hia  ^MrttMiri 
anfd  that  he  is  at  present,  as  he  verily  beiievttg  iQ|2<Mt 
hiff  road  frotn  Wales,  through  CloQcester,  ta  Batib^ 

« 

^  Sworn  at  the  same  place,  September  ^6..  .f  ^l 
IPtie  papers  aQuded  to  above  ate  the  foUow^pg^ 
letters,  and  an  enclosure  from  Mr.  Mills. 

'■■''  May  14,1806. 

.  ^  Mi(y^  18)  1806.  I  received  a  letter  from  Ion! 
Mcdrai  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  copy. 

''  Si.  james's^placej  May  IS^  IWSi. 

'^  A  particular  circumstance  makes  me  desire  U> 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  and,  indeed,  rendets^ 
it  indispensable  that  you  should  take  the  trouble 
of  calling  on  me.  As  the  trial  in  Westminster  hatl 
occupies  tlie  latter  hours  of  the  day,  I  muist  bejg 
you  to  be  with  me  as  eatly  as  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 
jiHoi^g;  in  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  better  tlbat 


^  you  should  not  wprise  My  one  of  my  having  re- 

quested  you  to  eonv€r8e.  wit^Tme.'  '        '  --  •  V  ^ 

'^  I  have  the  honouf*  sir^  to  be  ^^'-^ 

■^  •■■•**  r. -.  ^ . 

**  Your  obedieiit^sertahf ,  ^ 

Arjv^ln  oomoquence  of  the  above  lett»:  I  v^^^ 
bii^loidsbip^  «xaecly atnine o'elodci  ;  Iii^^Ims  ^^1^ 
ftw  ttikiutes  I  WW  admitted  intahjls  focimiij^^j^i; 
faini^  Mteived  very  poUteiy.  ^t  begoif  ^4ii^,#fiip^ 
#«ieMitiofi  by  stating,  he  wished  ^ to; .  fe^ifcuisft^Mlf 
«^  on  a  Vei^  delicate  atibjeoti^  thitt  {.jpsigfeiA^^gf 
on  bis  honoiur,  that  what  passed  ijv^  r  to  Ji^jini  per* 
Snst  confidence ;  it  was  his  duty  to  his  pi^pqe^  as 
his  couns^or,  to  inquire  into  the  sulgeqt,  <;^lkib 
heliad  known  for  some  time;  and  the  inquiry  was 
due  also  to  my  character.  He  then  stated,  that  a 
cleposition  had  been  made  by  a  domesltie  of  her 
Toyalhighness  the  princess  of  Wales,  deposing,  tt 
a  dedaration  made  by  me,  that  her  royal  highness 
was  pregi^nt,  and  that  I  made  inquiries  wben  in- 
terviews might  haVe  tak^n  pkoe  with  the  prihoe^ 
I  answered,  tliat  1  never  had  decliii^  the^  pfiMMs 
'to  jbe  witli  child,  ti6refver  made  the  inquiiisi^iMilted; 
tn«t  the  de6l^l3on  was  an  infamoa»  litllMlKMCI. 
i^is  ying  feki>res9ed  with  mon^  ii'anM^,  bkr^toid- 
sliip  observed  that  f  might  h**e  t)«riide'Hl#^uin^s 
very  ihkdc«9ik^,  ecmoehring  thirt  h^  t4fyil^$^lumu 
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could  not  be  in  that  situation  but  by  the  Frinoe . 
I  repeated  my  assertion  of  the  falsehood  of  the  de- 
claration,  adding,  that  though   the  conversatioim 
was  intended  to  be  confidential,  I  felt  my  charactexr- 
strongly  attacked  by  the  declaration,  therefore  i 
was  necessary  that  the  declaration  should  be  inves — 
tigated ;    I  had  no  doubt  but  the  character  I  had^ 
so  many  years  maintained,  would  make  my  asser- 
tion believed  before  the  deposition  of  a  domestic. 
I  then  requested  to  know  what  date  the  declaration 
bore  ?  His  lordship  said,  he  did  not  remember ;  but 
he  had  desired  the  solicitor  to  meet  me,  who  would 
shew  it  me.      I  then  observed,  that  I  should  in 
confidence  communicate  to  his  lordship   why   I 
was  desirous  to  know  the  date ;  I  then  stated  to 
his  lordship,  that  soon  after  her  royal  highness 
came  to  Blackheath,  I  attended  her  in  an  illness,  with 
sir  Francis  Mill  man,  in  which  1  bled  her  twice. — 
Soon  after  her  recovery,  she  thought  proper  to  form 
a  regular  medical  appointment,  and  appointed  my- 
self and  Mr.  Edmeades  to  be  surgeons  and  apothe- 
caries to  her  royal  highness ;  on  receiving  my  war- 
rant for  such  appointment,  I  declined  accepting  the 
honour  of  being  appointed  apothecary,  being  in- 
consistent with  my  character,  being  educated  as 
surgeon,  and  having  had  an  honorary  degree  of 
physic  conferred  on  me ;   her  royal  highness  con- 
descended to  appoint  me  her  surgeon  only.     His 
lordship  rang  to  know  if  Mr.  Low  ten  was  come ; 


he  ^i»  in  the  next  rcx>m;  Hi$  lordi^bip  left  m€  fbr 
a'  few  minutes,  returned,  and  intrbdiiced'  me  it 
Mr.  Liowten,  with  much  politeness— ^afs  Dr.  Mflls; 
repeating  the  assurance  of  what"passed  beiVig  ixM* 
fidential.  I  asked  Mr.  Lowteri  the  dat^  of  the  d^ 
iteration  that  had  been  asserted  to  be  made  by  me. 
He  said,  in  the  year  1802.  I  then,  with  permis- 
sion of  his  lordship,  gave  the  history  of  my  appoint- 
ment, adding,  since  then  I  had  never  seen  the 
princess  as  a  patient.  Once  «he  sent  for  me  to 
bleed  her ;  I  was  from  home  \  Mr.  Edmeades  went ; 
nor  had  I  visited  any  one  in  the  house,  except  one 
Mary,  and  that  was  in  a  very  bad  case  of  surgerj^^ 
I  was  not  sure  whether  it  was  before  or  after  my 
appointment.  Mr.  Lowten  asked  me  the  date  of 
it ;  I  told  him  I  did  not  recollect.  He  observed^ 
iix)m  the  warmth  of  my  expressing  my  contradic- 
tion to  the  deposition,  that  I  saw  it  in  a  wrong 
light ;  that  I  might  suppose,  and  very  innocently, 
her  royal  highness  to  be  pregnant,  and  then  the  en- 
quiries were  as  innocently  made.  I  answered,  that 
the  idea  of  pregnancy  never  entered  my  head ;  that 
I  never  attended  her  royal  highness  in  any  sexual 
complaint;  whether  she  ever  had  any  1  never 
knew.  Mr.  Lowten  said,  I  might  think  so,  from 
her  increase  of  size ;  I  answered,  no ;  I  never  did 
think  her  pregnant,  therefore  never  could  say  it,  and 
that   the  deposition   was  an  infamous  falsehood. 

His  lordship  then  observed,  that  he  perceived  there 
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•*  Sworn  at 'the  county  court  of  Middlesex,  in 
Fiillwobd's  Rents,  September  25. 

•*  Philip  Krackeler,  one  of  the  footmen  of  her 
royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales,  and  Robert 
Eaglestone,  park-keeper  to  her  royal  highness  the 
princess  of  Wales,  deposed,  that  on  or  about  the 
S8th  day  of  June  last,  as  deponents  were  walking 
together  across  Greenwich-park,  they  saw  Robert 
Bidgood,  one  of  the  pages  of  her  royal  highness, 
walking  in  a  direction  as  if  he  were  going  from  the 
town  of  Greenwich  towards  the  house  of  sir  John 
Douglas,  and  which  is  a  different  road  from  that' 
which  leads  to  Montague  house,  and  they  at  the 
same  time  perceived  lady  Douglas  walking  in  a 
direction  to  meet  him.     And  the  deponent,  Philip 
Krackeler,  then  desired  the  other  deponent  to  take 
notice  whether  lady  Douglas  and  Mr»  Bidgood 
would  speak  to  each  other ;    and  both  deponents 
observed,  that  wh^n  lady  Douglas  and  Mr.  Bid- 
good  met,  they  stopped,  and  conversed  together 
for  the  space  of  about  two  or  three  minutes,  whilst 
in  view  of  these  deponents ;  but  how  much  longer 
their  conversation  lasted  these  deponents  cannot 
say,  as  they  (these  deponents)  proceeded  on  their 
road,  which  took  them  out  of  i^ight  of  lady  Douglas 
and  Mr.  Bidgood. 

"  Sworn  at  Hatton  Garden,  September  27.'' 
Some  weeks  after  herxoysil  highness  sent  the  fbl-» 
lowing  letter  to  hi$  majesty : 
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•*  I  trust  your  majesty,  who  knows  my  constant 
iflfection,  loyalty,  and  duty,  and  the  sure  confidence, 
with  which  I  readily  repose  my  honour,  my  cha- 
racter, ray  happiness,  in  your  majesty's  hands,  will 
not  think  me  guilty  of  any  disrepectful  or  undute-» 
ous  impatience,  when  I  thus  again  address  myself 
to  your  royal  grace  and  justice. 
.  « It  is.  Sire,  nine  weeks  to-day  since  my  counsel 
presented  to  the  lord  high  chancellor  my  letter  to 
jTOur  majesty,  containing  my  observations,  in  vin- 
dication of  my  honour  and  innocence  upon  the  re- 
port, presented  to  your  majesty  by  the  commis- 
sioners  who  had  been  appointed  to  examine  into 
nfty  conduct.  The  lord  chancellor  informed  my. 
[counsel,  that  the  letter  should  be  conveyed  to  your 
majesty  on  that  very  day :  and  further,  was  pleased, 
in  about  a  week  or  ten  davs  afterwards,  to  com- 
muhicate  to  my  solicitor,  that  your  majesty  had 
read  my.  letter,  and  that  it  had  been  transmitted  ta 
his  lordship  with  directions  that  it  should  be  copied 
for  the  commissioners,  and  that  when  such  copy 
had  been  taken,  the  original  should  be  returned  to 
your  majesty. 

**  Your  majesty's  own  gracious  and  royal  mind 
will  easily  conceive  what  must  have  been  my  state 
of  anxiety  and  suspense,  whilst  I  have  been  fondly 
indulging  in  the  hope,  that  every  day,  as  it  passed, 
would  bring  me  the  happy  tidings  that  your  ma^esr 


c  390  :j 

ty  was  satisfied  of  my  innocence ;  and  convinced 
of  the  unfounded  •  malice  g£  my  enemies,  in  every 
part  of  their  charge. '  Nine  long  weeks  of  diuly 
expectation  and  suspense  have  now  elapsed;  and 
tliey  have  brought  me  nothing  but  disappointment: 
I  have  remained  in  total  ignorance  of  what  has  hesa 
done,  what  is  doing,  or  what  is  intended  upon  this 
subject.  Yodr  majesty's  goodness  will  therefore 
pardon  me,  if  in  tlie  step  which  I  now  take»  I  act 
upon  a  mistaken  conjecture  with  respect  to  the  fact. 
But  from  the  lord  chancellor's  communicatioR  to 
my  solicitor^  and  from  the  time  which  has  elapsed, 
I  am  led  to  conclude,  that  your  majesty  had  direct- 
ed the  copy  of  my  letter  to  be  laid  before  the  com-* 
missioners,  requiring  their  advice  upon  the  subject; 
and,  possibly,  their  official  occupations,  and  their 
other  duties  to  the  state,  may  not  have,  as  yet,  al-* 
lowed  them  the  opportunity  of  attending  to  it* 
But  your  majesty  will  permit  me  to  observe  that, 
however  excusabde  this  delay  may  be  on  their  parts^ 
yet  it  operates  most  injuriously  upon  me;  my 
feelings  are  severely  tortured  by  the  suspense,  while 
my  character  is  sinking  in  the  opinion  of  the  public. 
"  It  is  known  that  a  report,  though  acquitting 
me  of  crime,  yet  imputing  matters  highly  disre- 
putable to  my  honour,  has  been  made  to  your  ma- 
jesty;— that  that  report  h^s  been  communicated 
to  me; — that  1  have  endeavoured  to  atiswer  it; 
2ff\d  that  I  still  remain,  at  the  end  of  nine  weeks 


<6om  the  deliyery  of  my  answer^  ut)aoi}ttftinte4  with 
the  judgment  which  is  formed  upcm  iL  May  I  be 
permitted  to  observe  upon  the  extreme  prejudice 
which  this  delay,  however  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  numerous  important  occupations  of  the  com- 
mksioners,  produces  to  my  honour?  The  world  in 
total  ignorance  of  the  real  state  of  the  facts,  begin 
to  infer  my  guilt  from  it.  I  feel  myself  already 
sinking  in  the  estimation  of  your  majesty's  subjects, 
as  well  as  of  what  remains  to  me  of  my  own  family, 
into  (a  state  intolerable  to  a  mind  conscious  of  its 
purity  and  innocence)  a  state  in  which  my  honour 
appears  at  last  equivocal,  and  my  virtue  is  suspect^. 
ed.  From  this  state  I  humbly  ehtreat  your  majes* 
ty  to  perceive,  that  I  can  have  no  hope  of  being 
restored,  until  either  your  majesty's  favourable 
opinion  shall  be  grack)usly  notified  to  the  world,' 
by  receiving  me  again  into  the  royal  presence,  or 
until  the  full  disclosure  of  the  facts  shall  expose  the 
malice  of  my  accusers,  and  do  away  every  possible 
ground  for  unfavourable  inference  and  conjecture. 

*'  The  various  calamities  with  which  it  has  pleased 
God  of  late  to  afflict  me,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
hesLTp  and  trust  I  have  borne  with  humble  resigna* 
tion  to  the  Divine  will.  But  the  effect  of  this  in.^ 
&mous  charge,  and  the  delay  which  has  suspended 
its  final  termination  by  depriving  me  of  the  con- 
solation which  I  should  have  received  from  your 
majesty'^  presence  and  kindness^  have  given  a 


heavy  addition  to  them  all ;  and  surely  my  bitteref  t 
^enemies  could  hardly  wish  that  they  should  be  in- 
creased. But  on  this  topic,  as  possibly  not  much 
affecting  the  justice,  though  it  does  the  hardship, 
of  my  case,  I  forbear  to  dwell. 

'*  Your  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  re- 
collect, that  an  occasion  of  assembling  the  royal 
family  and  your  subjects,  in  dutiful  and.  happy 
commemoration  of  her  majesty's  birth-^ay,  is  now 
near  at  hand.  If  the  increased  occupations .  which 
the  approach  of  parliament  may  occasion,,  or  any 
other  cause,  should  prevent  the  commissioners  firom 
enabling  your  majesty  to  communicate  your  plea- 
aure  to  me  before  that  time,  the  world  will  infallibly 
conclude  (in  their  present  state  of  ignorance,)  that 
my  answer  must  have  proved  unsatisfactory,  and 
that  the  infamous  charges  have  been  thought  but 
too  true. 

"  These  considerations.  Sire,  will,  I  trust,  in  your 
majesty's  gracious  opinion,  rescue  this  address  from 
all  imputation  of  impatience.  For,  your  maje3ty's 
sense  of  honorable  feeling  will  naturally  suggest, 
how  utterly  impossible  it  is  that  I,  conscious  of  my 
own  innocence,  and  believing  that  the  malice  of 
my  enemies  has  been  completely  detected,:  can, 
without  abandoning  all  regard  to  my  interests^  my 
happiness,  and  my  iionour,  possibly  be  contented 
to  perceive  the  approach  of  such  utter  ruin  tQ,  my 
character,  and  yet  wait  with  patience,  and  in  jsi- 
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lenoe,  till  it  overwhelms  mi^.  I  tl^^refbre  takc^  thi^ 
liberty  of  throwing  myself  agsdn  at  your  majesty'it 
feet,  and  intreating  and  imploring  a£  your  majes- 
ty's  goodness  and  justice^  in  pity  for  my  miseries, 
which  this  delay  so  severely  aggravates,  and  in: 
justice  to  my  innocence  and  character,  to  urge  the. 
commissioners  to  an  early  communication  of  their 
advice. 

^*  To  save  your  majesty  and  the  commissioners; 
all  unnecessary  trouble,  as  well  as  to  obviate  all 
probability  of  further  delay,  I  have  directed  a  du- 
plicate of  this  letter  to  be  prepared,  and  have  sent' 
one  copy  of  it  through  the  lord  chancellor,  and  an- 
other through  colonel  Tayfor  to  your  majesty. 

I  am. 
Sire, 
With  every  sentiment  of  gratitude  and  loyalty 
Your  majesty's  most  affectionate, 
and  dutiful  daughter-in-law, 
servant  and  subject, 

Montague  Howe,  December  Bth,  1806.  "  C.  P.** 

About  six  weeks  after  her  royal  'highness  the 
princess  of  Wales  received  the  following  note  au4 
enclosure  from  the  lord  chancellor : 

'*  The  lord  chancellor  has  the  honour  to  present 

bis  most  humble  duty  to  the  princess  of  Walesa 

and  to  transmit  to  her  royal  highness  the  accom-^ 

pany ing  message  from  the  Idng ;  whiqbi  her  royal 
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bighnete  will  observe/  he  has  his  majesty's  com- 
mands  to  communicate  to  her  royal  highness. 

**  The  lorjd  chancellor  would  have  done  bin\self 
the  honour  to  have  waited  personally  upon  her 
royal  highness,  and  have  delivered  it  himself;  but 
he  considered  the  sending  it  sealed  as  more  respiect- 
ful  and  acceptable  to  her  royal  highness.  The  lord 
chancellor  received  the  original  paper  from  the 
king  yesterday,  and  made  the  copy  now  sent  in  his 
own  hand. 

•'January  28th,  1807. 

•*  To  her  Boyal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales.*" 

The  message  from  his  majesty. 

•*  The  king  having  referred  to  his  confidential 
servants  the  proceedings  and  papers  relative  to  the 
written  declarations^  which  had  been  before  his 
majesty^  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  princess  of 
Wales,  has  been  apprised  by  them,  that,  after  the 
fullest  consideration  of  the' examinations  taken  on 
that  subject,  and  of  the  observations  and  affidavits 
brought  forward  by  the  princess  of  Wales's  legal 
advisers,  they  agree  in  the  opinions  submitted  to 
his  majesty  in  the  original  report  of  the  four  lords, 
by  whom  his  majesty  directed  that  the  matter 
should  in  the  first  instance  be  inquired  into;  and 
that,  in  the  present  stage  of  the  business,  upon  4 
mature  and  deliberate  view  of  this  most  impc^tant 
subject  in  all  its  parts  and  bearings^  it  it  th^r 
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opinion^  that  the  fiicts  of  this  case  do  not  wanrflin«f 
their  adrising  that  any  further  step  should  be  tak6n 
in  the  boskiess  by  his  majesty's  government^  ott 
any  other  proceedings  instituted  upon  it»  Except 
tacki  only  as  his  majesty's  law  servants  may,  oo 
reference  to  them,  think  fit  to  recommend  for  the 
prosecution  of  lady  Douglas,  on  those  parts  of  her 
depositions  which  may  appear  to  them  to  be  justly 
fiaUe  thereto. 

''  In  this  situation,  his  majesty  is  advised,  that  it 
is  no  longer  necessary  for  him  to  decline  receiving 
the  princess  into  his  royal  presence. ' 

*'  The  king  sees,  with  great  satisfactiiHi,  the  agree* 
ment  of  his  confidential  servants,  in  the  dedded 
opinion  expressed  by  the  four  lords  upon  the  false- 
hood of  the  accusations  of  pregnancy  and  delivery, 
brought  forward  against  the  princess  bv  lady 
Douglas. 

*^  On  the  other  matters  produced  in  the  course  of 
the  inquiry,  the  king  is  advised  that  none  of  the 
facts  or  allegations  stated  in  preliminary  examina* 
tions,  carried  on  in  the  absence  of  the  parties  inter* 
ested,  can  be  considered  as  legaHy,  or  conclusively, 
established.  But  in  those  examinations,  and  even 
in  the  answer  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  princess 
by  her  legal  advisers,  there  have  appeared  circum* 
stances  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  princess, 
which  his  majesty  never  could  regard  but  with 
ierious  concern.     The  elevated  rank  which  the 


princess  [hol,ds  in  this  obuntry,  and  the  relation  in^ 
which  she  stands  to  his  majesty  and  the  royal 
family,  must  always  deeply  involve  both  the  iiiteN 
estsof/the  state,  and  the  personal  feelings 'of  his 
majesty,  in  the  propriety  and  correctness  of  .her 
conduct.  And  his  majesty  cannot  therefore  forb^r 
to  express,  in  the  conclusion  of  the^  business,  his 
desire  and  expectation,  that  such  a  oohduct  may  in 
future  be  observed  by  the  princess,  as  may  fdlly 
jtistify  those  marks  of  paternal  regard  tod  affection 
which  the  king  always  wishes  to  shew  to  every 
part  of  his  royal  Family. 

^'His  majesty  has  directed  that  thi^  message 
should  be  transmitted  to  the  princess  of  Wales^  by 
his  lord  chancellor,  and  that  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  had  taken  place  on  the  subject,  should 
also  be  communicated  to  his  dearly  beloved  son» 
the  prince  of  Wales." 

The  princess  of  Wales  immediately  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter  tq  the  king : 

"Sire,  Montague^how,}uxk\ixty^^h,\W$^ 

^*  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  tue  - 
paper,  which,  by  your  majesty's  direction,  was 
yesterday  transmitted  to  me  by  the  lord  Chancellor, 
and  to  express  the  unfeigned  happiness  which  I 
have  derived  from  one  part  of  it,  I  mean  that, 
which  informs  me  that  your  majesty's  confidential 
servants    have,    at    length,    thought    proper    tQ 
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cotaimuiiicate  to  your  majesty  their  advice^  "  that 
it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  your  majesty  to  decline 
receiving  me  into  your  royal  Jiresence,"  And  I 
therefore,  humbly  hope,  that  your  majesty  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  receive,  with  favour,  the 
communication  of  my  intention  to.  avail  myiself, 
with  your  majesty's  permission^  of  that  advice,  for 
the  purpose  of  waiting  upon  your  majesty  on 
Monday  next,  if  that  day  should  not  be  incoii^ 
venient ;  when  1  hop^  again  to  have  the  happiness 
of  throwing  myself,  in  filial  duty  tuid  affection,  at 
your  majesty's  feet. 

**  Your  majesty  will  easily  conceive^  that  I  re- 
luctantly name  so  distant  a  day  as  Monday,  but  I 
do  hot  feel  myself  sufficiently  recovered  from  the 
iifieasles  to  venture  upon  so  long  a  drive  at  an 
earlier  day.  Feeling,  however,  very  anxious  to 
receive  again,  as  soon  as  possible,  that  blessing  of 
which  I  have  been  so  long  deprived,  if  that  day 
should  happen  to  be,  in  any  degree,  inconvenient, 
I  humbly  entreat  and  implore  your  majesty's  most 
gracious  and  paternal  goodness  to  name  some  other 
day,  as  early  as  possible,  for.  that  piirpos*^ 

**  1  am,  ice. 

(Signed)        ••€.  P.'' 

«  To  the  Kingr 

On  the  same  day  her  royal  highness  received  the 
following  note  from  his  majesty : 
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••  Winiior  CaHie,  Jul  99,  1W7^ 

*^Tbe  king  has  this  moment  received  the  prin- 
cess of  Wales*s  letter^  in  which  she  intimates  her 
intention  of  coming  to  Windsor  on  Monday  next; 
and  his  majesty  wishing  not  to  put  the  princess  to 
the  inconvenience  of  coming  to  this  place,  so  im- 
mediately  after  her  illness,  hastens  to  acquaint  her, 
that  he  shall  prefer  tp  receive  her  in  London,  upon 
a  day  subsequent  to  the  ensuing  week,  which  nyiU 
also  better  suit  his  majesty,  and  of  which  he  will 
not  fail  to  apprise  the  princess* 

"GEORGE  nr 

*'  To  the  Frineess  of  Wales:' 

I 

4 

How  disappointed  was  her  royal  highness  on  re- 
ceiving the  following  painful  communication,  ex- 
cluding her  still  from  his  royal  presence : 

.  "  Windsor  Casilfi,  Feb.  10,  1807." 

**  As  the  princess  of  Wales  may  have  been  led 
to  expect,  from  the  king's  letter  to  her,  that  he 
would  fix  an  early  day  for  seeing  her,  his  majesty 
thinks  it  right  to  acquaint  her,  that  the  prince  of 
Wales,  upon  receiving  the  several  documents, 
which  the  king  directed  his  oabinet  to  transmit  to 
him,  made  a  formal  communication  to  him  of  his 
intention  to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  his  lawyers; 
acco^npanied  by  a  request,  that  his  majesty  would 
suspend  any  further  steps  in  the  business,  until  the 
prince  of  Wales  should  be  (Hiab/ed  to  submit  to 


Um  tiie  ttatement  which  he  proposed  to  ntke^ 
The  king)  therefore,  ooninders  it  incttmbent  upon 
him  to  defer  naming  a  day  to  the  princess  (tf  Wale% 
until  the  further  result  of  the  prince's  intention 
shall  have  been  made  known  to  him. 

*•  GEORGE  R.- 

""  To  the  Princess  of  Wales."* 

The  princess^  of  Wales  returned  the  following 
answer: 

**  Sire,  MoHtague-kouse,  FeK  IS,  1807- 

"I  receiveJ  yesterday,  and  with  inexpressible 
pain,  your  majesty's  last  communication.  The  4uty 
of  stating,  in  a  representation  to  your  majesty,  the 
Various  grounds  upon  which  I  feel  the  hardship  of 
my  case,  and  upon  which  I  confidently  think  tliat, 
upon  a  review  of  it,  your  majes^  will  be  disposed 
to  recal  your  last  determination,  is  a  duty  I  owe  to 
myself;  and  I  cannot  forbear,  at  the  moment  when 
I  acknowledge  your  majesty's  letter  to  announce 
to  your  majesty,  that  I  propose  to  execute  that 
duty  without  delay. 

**  After  having  suffered  the  punishment  of  banish- 
ment from  your  majesty's  presence  for  seven  months, 
pending  an  inquiry  which  your  majesty  had  di- 
rected into  my  conduct,  affecting  both. my  life  and 
my  honour ;-— after  that  inquiry  had,  at  length,  ter- 
minated in  the  advice  of  your  majesty's  confidential 
and  sworn  servants,  that  there  was  no  longer  any 
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i-eilfloii  fi>r  your,  mejesty^s  defining  to  i^^^  m^i 
•— 4^r  your  majesty's  gracious  coa)munication; 
which  &ed  me  to  r^st  assured  that  your  msgesfy 
mmld  appoint  an  early  day  to  receive  me  ;-»*ifj 
after  all  this,  by  a  rene.wed  application  on  the  part, 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  upon  whose  communication 
the  first  inquiry  had  been  directed,  I  now  find  that* 
that  punishment,  which  had  been  inflicted,  pending 
a  seven  month's  inquiry,  before  the  determination 
should,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  your  majesty's 
^rvants,,  be  continued  after  that  determination,  to 
await  the  result  of  some  new  proceeding,  to  be 
suggested  by -the  lawyers  of  the  prince  of  Wales ;. 
it  is  impossible  that  1  can  fail  to  assert  to  your 
majesty,  with  the  effect  due  to  truth,  that  I  am,  in 
the  consciousness  of  my  innocence,  and  with  a 
strong  sense  of  my  unmerited  sufferings, 

"  Your  majesty's  most  dutiful,  and  most 
affectionate,  but  much  injured  subject^ 
and  daughter-in-law, 

*'C.  P." 

«  To  the  King.:' 


it ' 


Sire, 
By  my  short  letter  to  your  majesty  of  the  12th 
instant,  in  answer  to  your  majesty's  communication 
of  the  loth,  I  notified^my  intention  of  representing 
to  your  majesty  the  various  grounds  on  which  I 
felt  the  hardship  of  my  ease ;  and  a  review  of  wfaioh^ 
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I  codSdently' hoped,  would  <]ispose  your  inajestj 
to  recal  your  determination  to  adjourn,  to  an  inde- 
finite period,  my  reception  into  your  royal  presence; 
a  detcomination  which,  in  addition  to  all  the  other 
pain  which  it  brought  along  with  it,  affected  me 
with  the  disappointment  of  hopes,  which'  I  had 
fondly  dierished,  with  the  most  perfect  confidence, 
because  they  rested  on  your  majesty's  gracious  as- 
surance. 

^  Independently,  however,  of  that  communication 
from  your  majesty,  I  should  have  felt  myself  bound 
to  have  troubled  your  majesty  with  much  of  the 
contents  of  the  present  letter. 

**  Upon  the  receipt  of  tlie  paper  which,  by  your 
majesty's  commands,  was  transmitted  to  me  by  the 
lord  chancellor  on  the  28fh  of  last  month,  and 
which  communicated  to  me  the  joyful  intelligence, 
that  your  majesty  was  ^*  advised,  that  it  was  no 
longer  necessary  for  you  to  decline  receiving  me ' 
into  your  rdyal  presence,"  I  conceived  myself  ne- 
cessarily called  upon  to  send  an  immediate  answer 
to  so  much  of  it  as  respected  that  intelligence.  I 
could  not  Wait  the  time  which  it  would  have  required 
to  state  those  observations,  which  it  was  impossible 
for  roe  to  refrain  from  making,  at  some  period,  upon 
the. pother  important  particulars  which  that  paper 
cootfiiiied.  Accordingly,  I  answered  it  immediate- 
ly :  atid^  as  your  majesty's  gracious  and  instant  re- 

plyor  kst  Thursday  fortnight  announced  to  me 

«  IP 


highness  the  prince  of  Wales,  upon  receiving  the 
several  documents  which  your  majesty  directed 
your  cabinet  to  transmit  td  him»  made  a  personal 
communication  to  your  majesty  of  his  intention  to 
put  them  into  the  hands  of  his  lawyers^  accocxipanied 
by  a  request,  that  your  majesty  would  suspend  any 
further  steps  in  the  business,  until  the  prince  of 
Wales  should  be  enabled  to  submit  to  your  majesty 
the  statement  whieh  he  proposed  to  make;  and- it 
also  announces  to  me  that  your  majesty  therefore, 
considered  it  incumbent  on  you  to  defer  naming  a 
day  to  me,  until  the  further  result  of  the  prince  of 
Wales's  intention  should  have  been  made  known  tQ 
your  majesty. 

"  This  determination  of  your  majesty,  on  this  re-, 
quest  made  by  his  royal  highness,  I  humbly  trust 
your  majesty  will  permit  me  to  entreat  you,  in  your 
most  gracious  justice  to  reconsider.  Your  majesty, 
I  am  convinced,  must  hav0  been  surprised  at  the 
time,  and  prevailed  upon  by  the  importunity  of 
the  prince  of  Wales,  to  think  this  determination  ne- 
cessary, or  your  majesty's  generosity  and  justice 
would  never  have  adopted  it.  And  if  I  can  satisfy 
your  majesty  of  the  unparalleled  injustice  and 
cruelty  of  this  interposition  of  the  prii^ce  of  Wales, 
at  such  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  I  feel 
the  most  perfect  confidence  that  your  majesty  will 
hasten  to  recal  it. 

*'  I  should  basely  be  wanting  to  my  own  interest 
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and  feelings,  if  I  did  not  plainly  state  my  sense  of 
that  injustice  and  cruelty;^  and  if  I  did  hot  most 
loudly  complain  of  it.  Your  majesty  wiljl  better 
perceive  the  just  grounds  of  my  complaint  tirheri  I 
retrace  the  course  ef  these  proceedings  from  their 
commencement. 

•'  The  four  noble  lords,  appointed  by  your  ma- 
jesty to  inquire  into  the  charges  brought  against 
liie,  in  their  report  of  the  14th  of  July  last,-  afler 
having  stated  that  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales  had  laid  before  him  the  charge  which  ivas 
made  against  me  by  lady  Douglas,  and  the  decla- 
rations in  support  of  it,  proceed  in  the  following 
manner : 

•*  In  the  painful  situation  in  which  his  royal 
highness  was  placed  by  these  communications,  we 
learnt  that  his  royal  highness  had  adopted  the  only 
course  which  could,  in  our  judgment,  with  pro- 
priety, be  followed.  When  informations  isuch  as 
these  had  been  thus  coniSdently  alleged,  and  parti- 
cularly detailed,  and  had  been  in  some  degree  sup- 
ported by  collateral  evidence,  applying  to  other  facts 
of  the  same  nature  (though  going  to  a  far  less  ex* 
tent,)  one  line  only  could  be  pursued. 
'  •*  Every  sentiment  of  duty  to  your  majesty,  and 
of  concern  for  the  public  welfare,  required  that 
these  particulars  should  not  be  withheld  from  your 
majesty  to  whom  more  particularly  belonged  the 
tognizance  of  a  matter  of  State,  so  nearly  touching 


the  honour  (^  your  majesty's  royal  Family,  aed, 
by  possibility,  affecting  the  succession  of  your  raa- 
jesty*8  crown. 

**  Your  majesty  had  been  pleased,  on  your  part, 
to  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  Considering 
it  as  a  matter  which,  on  every  account,  demanded 
the  most  immediate  investigation,  your  majesty 
had  thought  fit  to  commit  into  our  hands  the  duty 
of  ascertaining,  in  the  first  instance,  what  degree 
of  credit  .was  due  to  the  information,  and  thereby 
enabling  your  majesty  to  decide  what  further  con- 
duct to  adopt  respecting  them.** 

**  His  royal  highness  then,  pursuing,  as  the  four 
lords  say,  the  only  course  which  could,  in  their  judg- 
ment, with  propriety  be  pursued,  submitted  the 
matter  to  your  majesty. — Your  majesty  directed 
the  inquiry  by  the  four  noble  lords. — ^The  four  lords, 
in  their  report  upon  the  case,  justly  acquitted  me 
of  all  crime,  and  expressed  (I  will  not  wait  now  to 
say  how  unjustly)  the  credit  which  they  gave,  and 
the  consequence  they  ascribed  to  other  matters, 
which  they  did  not,  however,  characterize  as 
amounting  to  any  crime. — ^To  this  report  I  made 
my  answer. — That  answer,  together  with  the  whole 
proceedings,  was  referred  by  your  majesty  to  the 
same  four  noble  lords,  and  others  of  your  majesty's 
confidential  servants.  They  advised  your  majesty^ 
amongst  much  other  matter,  (which  must  be  the 
subject  of  further  observations)  that  there  was  no 
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longer  any  reason  why  you  should  dedine  reodv* 
txig  me. 

"  Your  majesty  will  necessarily  conceive  thai  I 
nave  always  looked  upon  my  banishment  fit>m 
your  royal  presence,  as,  in  fiict,  a  punishment,  knd 
a  severe  one  too.  I  thought  it  sufficiently  hard, 
that  I  should  have  been  suffering  that  pumshaseiit 
during  the  time  that  this  inquif}'  has  been  ^f  ndBiig, 
while  I  was  yet  only  under  accusation,  and,  upon 
the  principles  of  the  just  laws  of  your  majesty's 
kingdom,  entitled  to  be  presuthed  to  be  innocent 
till  I  was  proved  to  be  guilty.  But  I  find,  this 
does  not  appear  to  be  eiloiigh,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
prince  of  Wales.  -For  how,  when  after  this  long 
inquiry  into  matters  which  required  immediate  in- 
vestigation, I  have  been  acquitted  of  every  thing 
which  could  call  for  my  banishment  from  your 
royal  presence;  afler  your  majesty's  confidential 
servants  have  thus  expressly  advised  your  majesty 
that  they  see  no  reason  why  you  should  any  longer 
dedih^  to  receive  me  into  your  presence  :-^4fter 
your  majesty  had  graciously  notified  to  me  your 
determiniation  to  receive  Ine  at  an  eariy  day,  his 
royal  highness  interposes  the  demand  of  a  new  de« 
lay;  desires  your  majesty  hot  to  take  any  step; 
desires  you  not  to  act  upon  the  advice  which  your 
own  confidential  servants  have  given  you,  that  you 
need  no  longer  decline  seeing  me ;— *ndt  to  execute 
your  intention,  and  insurance,  that  yoii  wiU  receive 
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m6  at  an  early  day ; — ^becausie  lie  has  laid  the  do» 
cuipents  befbre  his  lawyers,  and  intends  to  prepare 
i  further  statement.  And  the  judgment  oJF  ypur 
majesty's  confidential  servants  is^  as  it  were/:  ap- 
f>ealed  from  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  (whom,  from 
this  time,  at  least;  I  miist  be  permitted  to  consider 
as  assuming,  the  character,  of  my  accuser ;)^-*the 
justice' due  to  me  is  to  be  suspended,  while  Hhe 
judgment  of  your  majesty's  sworn  servants  is  to  be 
submitted  to  the  revision  of  my  accuser^s  counsel ; 
and  I,  though  acquitted  in  the  opinion  of  your  ma- 
jesty's confidential  servants,  of  all  that  should  in^ 
duce  your  *  majesty  to  decline  seeing  me,  am  to 
have  that  punishment  which .  had  been  inflicted 
upon  me,  during  the  inquiry,  continued  after  that 
acquittal,  till  a  fresh  statement  is  prepared,  to  be 
again  submitted,,  for  ought  I  know,  to  another  in-t 
quiry,  of  as  extended  a  continuance  as  that  which 
has  just  terminated. 

^  Can  it  be  said  that  the  proceedings  of  the  four 
noble  lords,  or  of  your  majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants, have  been  so  lenient,  and  considerate  towards 
me  and  my  feelings,  as  to  induce  a  suspicion  that  I 
have  been  too  favourably  dealt  with  by  them  ?  and 
that  the  advice  which  has  been  given  to  your  ma- 
jesty, that  your  majesty  need  no  longer  decline  to 
receive  me,  was  hastily  and  partially  delivered  ?  I 
am  confident  that  your  majesty  must  see  the  very 
reverse  of  this  to  be  the  case— -that  I  have  every 
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reason  to  complain  of  the  inexplicable  delay  whidi 
so  long  withheld  th^t  advice.  And  the  whole  cha- 
racter of  the  observations  with  which  they  accom- 
panied it,  marks  the  reluctance  with  which  they 
yielded  to  the  necessity  of  giving  it. 

*'  For  your  majesty's  confidential  servants  advise 
your  majesty,  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for 
you  to  decline  receiving  me. into,  your  royal  pre- 
sence."   If  this  is  their  opinion  and  their  advice  now, 
why  was  it  not  their  opinion  and  their  advice  four 
months  ago,  from  the  date  of  my  answer  ?  Nay» 
why  was  it  not  their  opinion  and  advice  from  the 
date  ev^n  of  the  original  report  itself?  For  not  only 
had  they  been  in  possession  of  my  answer  for  above 
nxteen  weeks,  which  at  least  furnished  them  with 
all  the  materials  on  which  this  advice  was  at  length 
given  :  but  further,  your  majesty's  confidential  ser- 
vants are  forward  to  state,  that  after  having  read  my 
observations,  and  the  affidavits  which  were  annexed 
to  them,  they  agree  in  the  opinions  (not  in  any  single 
opinion  upon  any  particular  branch  of  the  case,  but 
in  the  opinions  generally) .  which  were  submitted 
to  your  majesty,  in  the  original  report  of  the  four 
lords.     If  therefore,  (notwithstanding  their  concur- 
rence in  all  the  opinions  contained  in  the  report) 
they  have  nevertheless  given  to  your  majesty  their 
advice, "  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  you  to  de- 
cline receiving  me;"  what  could, have  prevented 

their  offering  that  advice,  even  fr(Mp  the  14th  of 

3G 
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July,  the  date  of  the  original  report  itself  ?  Or  what 
could  have  warranted  the  withholding  of  it,  even 
for  a  single  moment  ?  Instead,  therefore,  of  any 
trace  being  observable,  of  hasty,  precipitate,  and 
.partial  determination  in  my  favour,  it  is  impossible 
to  interpret  their  conduct  and  theilr  realsons  together 
ih  any  other  sehi^  than  as  amounting  to  an  admis- 
sion  of  yoiir  teajesfcy*s  confidential  servants  them- 
selves, that  I  have.  In  conse<][uence  of  their  with- 
iioMitigthat  advice,  been  unnecessarily  and  cruelly 
banished  from  yoiir  royal  presence  from  that  14th 
of  Jiily,  to  the  28th  of  January,  including  a  space 
of  above  six  months ;  and  the  effect  of  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  pi'ince  is'to  prolong  my  sufferings,  and 
my  disgrace,  under  the  same  banishment,  to  a  pe- 
riod perfectly  indefinite. 

"  The  principle  which  will  admit  the  efifect  of  such 
interposition  now,  may  be  acted  Upon  again ;  and 
the  prince  may  require  a  further  prolongation  upon 
fresh  statements  and  fresh  charges,  kept  back  possi- 
bly for  the  purpose  of  being,  from  time  to  time,  con^- 
veniently  interposed,  to  prevent  for  ever  the  arrival 
of  that  hour,  which,  displaying  to  the  world  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  my  unmerited  sufferings  and  dis- 
grace, may,  at  the  same  time,  expose  the  true  mali- 
cious and  unjust  quality  of  the  proceedings  which 
have  been  so  long  carried  on  against  me. 

*•  This  unreasonable,  unjust,  and  cruel  interposi- 
tion of  his  royal  highneis,  as  I  must  ever  deem  it, 
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has  prevailed  upon  your  majesty  to  recal,  to  my 
prejudice,  your  gracious  purpose  of  receiving  me,  in 
pursuance  of  the  advice  of  your  servants.  Do  I 
then  flatter  myself  too  much,  when  I  feel  assured, 
that  my  jiist  entreaty,  founded  upon  the  I'easons 
which  I  urge  and  directed  to  counteract  only  the 
effect  of  that  vrnjiist  interposition,  will  induce  your 
majesty  to  return  to  your  original  determination  ? 

"  Restored,  however,  as  I  should  feel  myself,  to  a 
state  of  comparative  security,  as  well  as  credit,  by 
being  at  length  permitted,  upon  yoqr  majesty's  gra- 
cious re-consideration  of  jo\\x  last  determination,  to 
have  access  to. your  majesty ;  yet  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  I  should  now  receive  that 
mark  and  confirmation  of  yopr  majesty's  opinion 
of  my  innocence,  my  character  would  not,  I  fear, 
stand  cleared  in  the  public  opinipn,  by  the  mere  fact 
of  your  majesty's  reception  of  me.  This  revocation 
of  your  majesty's  gracious  purpose  has  flung  an  ad- 
ditional cloud  about  the  whole  proceeding,  and  the 
inferences  drawn  in  the  public  mind,  from  this  cir- 
cumstanee,  so  mysterious  and  so  perfectly  iiiexpli-^ 
cable,  upon  any  grounds  which  are  open  to  their 
knowledge,  has  made,  and  will  leave  so  deep  an  im- 
pression to  my  prejudice,  as  scarce  any  thin^,  short 
of  a  public  exposure  of  all  that  has  passed,  can  pos- 
sibly efface. 

"  The  publication  of  all  the$e  proceedings  to  the 
world,  then,  seems  to  me,  under  tho  present  circum- 
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stances,  (whatever  reluctance  I  feel  against  such  a 
measure,  and  however  I  regret  the  hard  necessity 
which  drives  me  to  it)  to  be  almost  the  only  remain- 
ing resource^  for  the  vindication  of  my  honour  and 
character.    The  falsehood  of  the  accusation  is,  by  no 
means,  all  that  will,  by  such  publication,  appear  to 
the  credit  and  clearance  of  my  character ;  but  the 
course  in  which  the  whole  proceedings  have  been 
carried  on»  or  rather  delayed,  by  those  to  whom  your 
majesty  referred  the  ooQsideration  of  them,  will  shew 
that,  whatever  measure  of  justice  I  may  have  ulti- 
mately received  at  their  hands^  it  ^s  not  to  be  sus- 
pected as  arising  from  any  merciful  and  ^indulgent 
consideration  of  me,  of  my  feelings,  or  of  my  case. 
-    **  It  will  be  seen  how  my  feelings  had  been  ha- 
rassed, and  my  character  and  honour  exposed,  by  the 
delays  which  have  taken  place  in  these  proceedings  i 
it  will  be  seen,  that  the  existence  of  the  charge 
against  me  had  avowedly  been  known  to  the  public 
from  the  7th  of  June  in  the  last  year.    I  ^ay  known 
to  the  public,  because  it  was  on  that  day  that  the 
commissioners,  acting,  as  I  am  to  suppose,  (for  so 
they  state  in  their  report)  under  the  anxious  wish 
that  their  trust  should  be  executed  ^with  as  little 
publicity  as  possible,  authorised  that  unnecessarv 
insult  and  outrage  upon  me,  as  I  must  always  con- 
sider it,  which,  however  intended,  gave  the  utmost 
publicity  and  exposure  to  the  existence  of  these 
charges— I  mean  the  sending  two  attornies,  armed 


with  their  lordships*  warrant,  to  my  house,  to  bring 
before  them,  at  once,  about  one  half  of  my  house- 
hold for  examination.  The  idea  of  privacy,  after 
an  act  so  much  calculated,  from  the  extraordinary 
nature,  of  it,  to  exdte  the  greatest  attention  and 
surprise,  your  majesty  must  feel  to  have  been  im-* 
possible  and  absurd ;  for  an  attemipt  at  secrecy,  mys^ 
tery,  and  concealment,  on  my  part,  could,  under 
such'^circumstances,  only  have  been'  o(»istraed  into 
the  fearfulness  of  guilt 

^  It  will  appear  also  that,  ftom  that  time,  I  heard 
nothing  authentically  upon  the  suligebtlill  the  II th 
of  August,  when  I  was  furnished,  by  your'majesty'a 
commands  with  the  report.  The  several  papers  he* 
cessary  to  my  understanding  the  whole  of  these 
charges,  in  the  authentic  state  in  which  your  ma^ 
jesty  thought  it  proper  graciously  to  direct  that  I 
should  have  them,  were  hot  delivered  to  me  tiU 
the  beginning  of  September.  My  answer  to  these 
various  charges,  though  the  whole  subject  of  th^ta 
was  new  to  those  whose  advice  I  had  recourse  to, 
long  as  that  answer  was  necessarily  obliged  to  be^ 
was  delivered  to  the  lord  chancellor,  to  be  io^ 
warded  to  your  majesty,  by  the  6th  of  October } 
and,  from  the  6th  of  October  t6  the  S8th  of  J4^ 
xiuary,  I  was  kept  in  total  ignorance  of  the  efBBctci 
that  answer.  Not  only  will  all  this  delay  be  appa^ 
rent,  but  it  will  be  generally  shewn  to  the  world 
how  your  majesty's  servants  had,  in  this  important 
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business,  treated  your  daughter-in-law,  the  princess 
of  Wales;  and  what  measure  of  justice  she,  a  fe- 
noaie,  and  a  stranger  in  your  land,  has  experienced 
at  their  hands. 

*'  Undoubtedly,  against  such  a  proceeding  I 
have  eveF  felt,  and  still  feel»  an  almost  invincible  re- 
pugnsmoe.  Every  sentiment  of  delicacy  with  which 
a  fembleinind  must  shrink  from  the  act  of  bringing 
before  the  public  such  charges,  however  conscious 
of  their  scandal  and  falsity,  and  however  clearly 
that  scandal  and  falsity  may  be  manifested  by  the 
answer  to  those  charges ;  the  respect  still  due  &oux 
me  ta  persons  employed  in  authority  under  your 
majesty,  however  little  respect  I  may  have  received 
from  them  :-*^My  duty  to  bis  royal  highness  the 
prince  of  Wales ;— ^my  regard  for  all  the  members 
of  your  august  family ; — my  esteem,  my  duty,  my 
gratitude  to  your  majesty,— my  aflfectionate  grati- 
tude for  all  the  paternal  kindness  which  I  have 
ever  experienced  from  you ;  my  anxiety,  not  only 
to  avoid  the  risk  of  giving  any  offence  or  displea- 
sure to  your  majesty,  but  also  to  fly  from  every  oc- 
casion of  creating  the  slightest  sentiment  of  uneasi- 
ness in  the  mind  of  your  majesty,  whose  happiness 
it  VQuld  be  the  pride  and  pleasure  of  my  life  to 
consult  and  to  promote;  all  these  various  senti- 
ments have  compelled  me  to  submit,  as  long  as  hu- 
man forbearance  could  endure,  to  all  the  unfavour"* 
aUe  inferences  which  were  through  this  delay  daily- 
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kicfeasing  in  the  public  mind.  What  tlw  itrrngtii 
and  efficacy  of  these  motives  have  been,  your  maii- 
jesty  will  do  me  justice  to  fbel,  when  you  are  pleas- 
ed  graciously  to  consider  how  long  I  have  been 
contented  to  sui9er  those  suspicions  to  exist  against 
my  innocence,  which  the  bringing  befor6  the  puUie 
of  my  accusation,  and  my  defence  lo  it,  would  80 
indisputably  and  immediately  have  dispelled. 

**  The  measure,  however,  of  making  these  pro^- 
ceedings  public,  whatever  mode  I  can  adopt  {caa* 
sidering  especially  the  absolute  impossibility  of  aiifr 
fering  any  partial  production  of  them,^  and  the  ne* 
cessity  that,  if  for  any  purpose  any  part  of  them 
should  ^  be  produced,  the  whole  must  be  brought  be- 
fore the  public)  remains  surrounded  with  all  the' 
objections  which  I  have  enumerated  :  and  nothing 
could  ever  have  prevailed  upon  me^  or  can  now 
even  prevail  upon  me  to  have  recourse  to  it,  but  an 
imperious  sense  of  indispensable  duty  to  my  future 
safety,  to  my  present  character  and  honour,  and  to 
the  feelings,  the  character,  and  the  interests  of  my 
child.  I  had  flattered  myself,  when  once  this  long 
proceeding  should  have  terminated  in  my  recepttoh 
into  your  majesty's ,  presence,  that  that  circum- 
stance alone  would  have  so  strongly  implied  my  iil«- 
nocence  of  all  Ihat  had  been  brought  against  me,  as 
to  have  been  perfectly  sufficient  for  my  honour  and 
my  security ;  but  accompanied,  as  it  now  must  be^ 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  your  majesty 
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&»  been  brought  to  hesitate  Ufkm  itr  propriety » and 
acoompanied  also  with  the  yerj  unjurtifiable  obser- 
vations, as  they  appear  to  me,  on  which  I  shall  pre- 
sently proceed  to  remark ;  and  which  were  n^ade 
by  3rour  majesty's  servants,  at  the  time  when  they 
^ave  you  their  advice  to  receive  me ;  I  feel  myself 
ifi  4  situation,  in  which  [  deeply  regret  that  I  can- 
not  reitt,  in  silence,  without  an  immediate  recep- 
tkMi  into  your  majesty's  presence ;. nor,  indeed,  with 
that  reception,  unless  it  be  attended  by  other  dr« 
cum  stances,  which  may  mark,  my  satisfactory  ac- 
quittal of  the  charges  which  have  been  brought 
against  me. 

*^  It  shall  at  no  time  be  said,  with  truth,  that  I 
shrunk  back  from  these  infamous  charges;  that  I 
crouched  before  my  enemies :  and  courted  them,  by 
my  submission  into  moderation !  No,  I  have  ever 
boldly  defied  them.  I  have  ever  felt^  and  still  feel, 
that,  if  they  should  think,  either  of  pursuing  these 
accusations,  or  of  bringing  forward  any  other  which 
the  wickedness  of  individuals  may  devise,  to  affect 
my  honour;  since  my  conscience  tells  me,  that 
they  must  be  as  base  and  groundless  as  those 
brought  by  lady  Douglas,  while  the  witnesses  to 
the  innocence  of  my  conduct  are  all  living,  I  should 
be  able  to  disprove  them  all ;  and,  whoever  may 
be  my  accusers,  to  triumph  over  their  wickedness 
wd  malice.  But  should  these  accusations  be  re- 
newed ;  or  any  other-be  brought  forward,  in  any 
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future  time,  death  ncay,  I  know  not  how  soon,  nt- 
move  frond  my  innocence  its  best  security,  and  de- 
prive  me  of  the  means  of  my  justification,  pnd  iby 
defence. 

"  There  are,  therefore,  other  measures,  which  I 
trust  your  majesty  will  think  indispensable  to  be 
taken,  for  my  honour,  and  for  niy  seeurity^ 
Amongst  these,  I  most  humbly  submit  to  your 
majesty  my  most  earnest  entreaties  that  the  pro- 
ceedings, including  not  only  my  first  imswer,  and 
my  lettejT  of  the  8th  of  December,  but  this  letter 
also,  may  be  directed  by  your  majesty  to  be  so  prer 
served  and  deposited,  as  that  they  may,  all  of  them; 
securely  remain  permanent  authentic  documents 
and  memorials  of  this  accusation,  and  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  met  it ;  of  my  defence,  as  well  as 
of  the  charge.  That  they  may  remain  capably  at 
any  time  of  being  resorted  to,  if  the  malice  which 
produced  the  charge  originally,  shall  ever  venture 
to  renew  it. 

"  Beyond  this,  I  am^ur^  your  majesty  will  think 
it  but  proper  and  just  that  1  should  be  restored^  in 
every  respect,  to  the  same  situation  from  whence 
the  proceedings,  under  these  false  charges,  have 
removed  me.  That,  besides  being  graciously  re- 
ceived again  into  the  bosom  of  your  majesty's  royal 
family,  restored  to  my  former  respect  and  station 
amongst  them,  your  majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased,  either  to  exert  your  influence  with  hi|jt 
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royal  highness  the  prince  of  Wales,  that  I  may  be 
restored  to  the  use  of  my  apartment  in  Carlton- 
house,  which  was  reserved  for  me,  except  while  the 
apaitments  were  undergoing  repair,  till  the  date  of 
these  proceedings ;  or  to  assign  to  me  some  apart- 
ment in  one  of  your  royal  palaces.  Some  apart- 
tnent  in  or  near  London  is  indispensably  necessary 
for  my  convenient  attendance  at  the  drawing-room. 
And  if  I  atn  not  restored  to  that  at  Carlton-house, 
I  trust  your  majesty  will  graciously  perceive  how 
reasonable  it  is  that  I  should  request,  that  some 
apartment  should  be  assigned  to  me  suited  to  my 
dignity  and  situation,  which  may  mark  my  recep- 
tion and  acknowledgment,  as  one  of  your  majesty^s 
fiimily,  and  from  which  my  attendance  at  the  draw- 
ing-room may  be  easy  and  convenient. 

"  If  these  measures  are  taken,  I  should  hope  that 
they  would  prove  satisfactory  to  the  public  mind, 
and  that  I  may*  feel  myself  fully  restored,  in  public 
estimation,  to  my  former  character.  And  should 
they  prove  so  satisfactory,  I  shall  indeed  be  delight- 
ed to  think,  that  no  further  step  may,  even  now, 
appear  to  be  necessary  to  my  peace  of  mind,  my  se- 
curity and  ^y  honour. 

**  But  your  majesty  will  permit  me  to  say,  that 
if  the  next  week,  which  will  make  more  than  a 
month  from  the  time  of  your  majesty's  informing 
me  that  you  would  receive  me,  should  pass  without 
my  being  received  into  your  presence,  and  without 


having  the  assunnoe  that  these  other  requests  of 
mine  shall  be  complied  with ;  I  shall  be  under  the 
painful  necessity  of  considering  them  as  refused.—- 
In  which  case,  I  shall  feel  myself  compelled,  how<^ 
ever  reluctantly,  to  give  the  whole  c^  these  proceed^ 
ings  to  the  world ;  unless  your  majesty  can  suggest 
other  adequate  means  of  securing  my  honour  and 
my  life  from  the  effect  of  the  continuance  or  re- 
newal of  these  proceedings,  for  the  future,  as  well 
as  the  present.  For  I  entreat  your  majesty  to  be« 
lieve,  that  it  is  only  in  the  absence  of  all  other  ade- 
quate means,  that  I  can  bare  resort  to  that  mea* 
sure.  That  I  consider  it  with  deep  regret ;  that  I 
regard  it  with  serious  apprehension,  by  no  means 
so  much  on  account  of  the  effect  it  may  have  upon 

r 

myself;  as  on  account  of  the  pain  which  it  may 
give  to  your  majesty,  your  august  family,  and  your 
loyal  subjects. 

*•  As  far  as  myself  am  cpncerned,  I  am  aware  of 
the  observations  to  which  this  publication  will  ex- 
pose me.  But  I  am  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
I  have  the  choice  only  of  two  most  unpleasant  alter- 
natives. And  I  am  perfectly  confident  that  the  im- 
putations and  the  loss  of  character  whi6h  must,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  follow  from  my  silence,  are 
most  injurious  and  unavoidable ;  that  my  silenee, 
under  such  circumstances,  must  lead  inevitably  to 
my  utter  infamy  and  ruin.  The  publication,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  expose  to  the  world  nothing,  which 
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ii  spoken  to  by  any  witness  (whoscf  infamy  and  dis* 
credit  is  not  unanswerably  exposed  and  established) 
which  can.  in  the  slightest  degree,  affect  my  cha- 
racter, for  honour,  virtue,  and  delicacy. 

**  Thiere  may  be  circumstances  disclosed,  mani* 
Testing  a  degree  of  condescension  and  familiarity  in 
my  behaviour  and  conduct,  which,  in  the  opinions 
of  msmy,  may  be  considered  as  not  sufficiently 
guarded,  dignified,  and  reserved:  drcumstances, 
however,  which  my  foreign  education,  and  foreign 
habits,  misled  me  to  think,  in  the  humble  and  re- 
tired situation  in  which  it  was  my  fate  to  live,  and 
where  I  had  no  relation,  no  equal,  no  fiiehd  to  ad^ 
vise  me,  were  wholly  free  from  offence.  But  when 
they  have  been  dragged  forward,  from  the  scenes 
of  private  life,  in  a  grave  proceeding  on  a  charge  of 
high  treason  and  adultery,  they  seem  to  derive  a 
colour  and  character  frojn  the  nature  of  the  charge 
which  they  are  brought  forward  to  support^  And 
I  cannot  but  bekeve,  that  they  have  been  used  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  afford  a  cover  to  screen 
from  view  the  injustice  of  that  charge;  that^they 
have  been  taken  advantage  of,,  to  let  down  my  ac- 
cusers more  gently ;  and  to  deprive  me  of  that  full 
acquittal  on  the  report  of  the  four  lords,  which  my 
innocence  of  aU  offence  most  justly  entitled  me  to 
receive. 

*•  Whatever  opinion,  however,  may  be  formed 
upon  any  part  of  my  conduct,  it  must,  in  justice, 
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be  formed,  with  reference  to  the  situation  in  which 
I  was  placed;  if  I  am  judged  of  as  Princess  of 
Wales,  with  reference  to  the  high  rank  of  that  sta- 
tion, I  must  be  judged  as  princess  of  Wales,  ba- 
nished from  the  prince,  unprotected  by  the  support 
and  the  countenance  which  belong  to  that  station ; 
and  if  I  am  judged  of  in  my  private  character,  as  a 
married  woman,  I  must  be  judged  of  as  a  wife 
banished  from  her  husband,  and  living  in  a  widow- 
ed seclusion  from  him,  and  retirement  from  the 
world.  This  last  consideration  leads  me  to  recur  to 
an  expression  in  Mrs.  Lisli^s  examination,  which 
describes  my  conduct,  in  the  frequency  and  the 
manner  of  my  receiving  the  visits  of  captain  Man^ 
by,  though  always  in  the  presence  of  my  ladies,  as 
unbecoming  a  married  woman.  Upon  the  extreme 
injustice  of  setting  up  the  opinion  of  one  woman,  as 
it  were,  in  judgment  upon  the  conduct  of  another ; 
as  well  as  of  estimating  the  conduct  of  a  person  in 
my  unfortunate  situation,  by  reference  to  that 
which  might,  in  geiieral,  be  expected  from  a  married 
woman,  living  happily  with  her  husband,  I  have 
before  generally  remarked.  But  beyond  these 
general  remarks,  in  forming  any  estimate  of  my  con- 
duct, your  majesty  will  never  forget  the  very  pecu- 
liar circumstances  and  misfortunes  of  my  situation. 
Your  majesty  will  remember  that  I  had  not  been 
much  above  a  year  in  this  country,  when  I  received 


the  following  letter  from  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  of  Wales. 

(Here  fiXUm  copies  of.  the  prince  of  Wale^i, 
letter,  and  the  princess  of  Wales's  answer  thereto^ 
Mo^ch  the  reader  wiUf/nd  in  Chapter  V.) 

*'  The  date  of  his  royal  highnesses  letter  is  the  30th 
of  Aprils  1796.  The  date  of  our  maitiage^  your 
majesty  will  recollect,  is  the  8tb  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  1795,  and  that  of  the  birth  of  our  only 
child  the  7th  January,  1796. 

^  Oq  the  lettw  of  his  royal  highness  I  oner  no 
comment  I  only  entreat  your  majesty  not  to 
understand  me  to  introduce  it,^  as  affording  any 
supposed  justifieation  or  excuse  for  the  least  de- 
parture from  the  strictest  line  of  virtue,  or  the 
slightest  deviation  from  the  most  refined  delicacy. 
The  crime  which  has  been  insinuated  against  me, 
would  be  equally  criminal  and  detestable ;  the  in- 
delicacy imputed  to  me  would  be  equally  odious 
and  abominable,  whatever  renunciation  of  conjugal 
authority  and  affection  the  above  letter  of  his  royal 
highness  might  in  any  construction  of  it  be  sup- 
posed to  have  conveyed.  Such  crimes  and  faults 
derive  not  their  guilt  from  the  consideration  of  the 
conjugal  virtues  of  the  individual  who  may  be  the 
most  injured  by  them,  however  much  such  virtues 

may  aggravate  their  enormity.      No  such  letter, 

* 

therefore,  in  any  construction  of  it,  no  renunciation 


of  conjugal  affection  or  duties,  could  ever  palliate 
them.  But  whether  conduct  free  from  all  crime, 
free  from  all  indelicacy,  (which  I  maintain  to  be 
the  character  of  the  conduct  to  which  Mrs.  Lisle 
observations  apply,)  yet  possibly  not  so  measured 
as  a  cautious  wife,  carefril  to  avoid  the  sligiiAest  ap- 
pearance of  not  preferring  her  husband  U^  sM  the 
world,  might  be  studious  to  observe.— i-Whather 
conduct  of  such  description,  and  possibly  ki  sudi 

s^nse,  not  becoming  a  inarried  woman,  oould  be 

< 

justly  deemed,  iti  my  situation,  an  dflfence  jn  me, 
I  must  leave  to  your  ms^esty  to  determine. 

^  In  making  that  determination,  however,  it  wiH 

« 

not  escape  your  majesty  to  consider  iimt  the  eon- 
duct  which  does  or  does  not  become  a  married  wo- 
man materially  depends  upon  what  isy  or  is  not 
known  by  her  to  be  agreeable  to  her  husband. — 
His  pleasure  and  happiness  ought  unquestionably 
to  be  her  law,  and  his  approbation  the  most  fa- 
vourite object  of  her  pursuit.  Different  characters 
of  men  require  different  modes  of  conduct  in  their 
wives ;  but  when  a  wife  can  no  longer  be  capable 
of  perceiving,  from  time  to  time,  what  is  agreeable 
or  offensive  to  her  husband,  when  her  conduct  can 
no  longer  contribute  to  his  happiness,  no  longer 
hope  to  be  rewarded  by  his  approbation,  surely  to 
examine  that  conduct  by  the  standard  of  what 
ought  in  general  to  be  the  conduct  of  a  married 
woman,  is  altogether  unreasonable  and  unjust 


r  What  thcai  is  my  caw?  Tour  tttjmltw  will^  do 
me  the  justice  to  remark,  tha^  in  the  above  letter 
of  the  prince  of  Wales,  there  is  not  the  most  dis- 
tant surmise,  that  crime,  that  vice^  that  indeBcagr 
of  any  description,  gave  oocasoon  to  his  determina- 
tion ;  and  all  the  tales  of  infiuny  and  discredit 
which  the  inventive  malice  of  my. enemies  has 
brought  fcMTward  on  these  charges,  have  their  date^ 
years,  and  years,  after  the  period  to  which  I  am 
now  alluding.  Whfit  then,  let  me  repeat  the  ques^ 
tion,  is  my  case? .  Aftor  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter, 
and  in  about  two  years  from  my  arrival  in  this 
eountry,  I  had  the  misfortune  entirely  to  lose  the 
support,  the  countenance,  the  protection  ^f  my  bus^ 
band-*I  was  banished,  as  it  were,  into  a  sort  of 
'humble  retirement,  at  a  distance  from  him,  and  air. 
most  estranged  from  the  whole  of  the  royal  fktnWy. 
I  had  no  means  of  having  recourse,  either  for  society 
or  advice,  to  those  from  whom  my  inexperience 
could  have  best  received  the  advantages  of  the  one,, 
and  with  whom  I  could  most  becomingly  have  en- 
joyed the  comforts  of  the  other';  and  if,  in  this  retir- 
ed, unassisted,  unprotected  state,  without  the  check 
of  a  husband's  authority,  without  the  benefit  of  his 
advice,  without  the  comfort  and  support  of  the  so- 
ciety of  his  family,  a  stranger  to  the  habits  and 
fashions  of  this  country,  1  should,  in  any  instance, 
under  the  influence  of  foreign  habits,  apd  foreign 
education,  have  observed  a  conduct  in  any  degree 


deviatuig  from  the  reserve  and  4B€^erit]^iof  British 
mannjers,  and  partaking  x>f .  a  conde$ceniioR  and 
familiarity  which  that  resarye  andl  severity  wouldt 
perhaps^  deem  beneath  the  dignity  of  my  exalted 
rank,  I  feel  confident^  (since  such  deviation  wiU  be 
seen  to  have  been  ever  opnsisfa»it  with  perfect  ia« 
nocence),  that  not  only  your  majesty's  candoiir  and 
indulgence,  but  the  candour  and  indulgence  whicht 
notwithstanding  the  reserve  and  severity  of  British 
manners,  always  belong  to  the  British  public,  will 
never  visit  it  with  severity  or  censure. 

^'  It  remains  for  me.  now  to  make  tome  remuici 
upon  the  further  contents  of  the  paper  whidi  waa 
transmitted  to  me  by.  the  lord  chancellor  oil  the 
SSth  ult  And  I  cannot,  in  passin^^  omit  to  remark, 
that  that  paper  has  neither  tide,  date,  signature, 
nor  attestation ;  and  unless  the  lord  Chancelk>r  had 
accompanied  it  with  a  note,  stating  that  it  was  co*j 
pied  in  his  own  hand  from  the  original,  which  hia 
lordship  had  received  from  your  majes*ty^  I  should 
have,  been  at  a  loss  to  have  perceived  any  single  j 
mark  of  authenticity  belon^ng  to  it;  and  as  it  is, 
I  am  wholly  unable  to  discover  what  is  the  true 
character  which  does  belong  to  it  It  contains,  in« 
deed,  the  advice  which  your  majesty's  servants > 
have  offered  to  your  majesty,  and  the  message 
which,  according  to  that  advice,  your  migesty  di- 
rected to  be  delivered  to  me. 

^  Considering  it,  therefore,  wholly  as  their  act^ 
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jreur  kha^sty  i^^ill  excuse  and  pMpdon  me,  i^  Steeply 
faijisred  M I  fed  myselif  t&  hate  beeh  by  them;  T 
fBlpresB  myself  with  freedom  upon  their  odnduet 
I  may  speak  peihaps  with  warmth,  because  I  am 
pibvoked  by  a  sense  of  gross  injustice ;  I  shall  speak 
certainly  with  firmness  and  with  courage^  because 
I  am  emboldened  by  a  sense  of  conscious  innb^ 
QdDoe. 

:  ^  Your  majesty's  confidentiled  servants  say, ''  they 
agree  in  the  opinions  of  the  four  lords^^  and  they 
jay  this,  *'  after  the  fuUest  consideration  of  my  ob- 
serrations,4ind  of  the  affidavits  which  were  annexed 
to  them^"*  Some  of  these  opinions  your  majesty 
will  TCcollect  are,  that  ''WHlIam  Cole,  Fanny 
Uoyd,  Robert  Bidgood,  and  Mrs.  Lisle  are  wit- 
nesses who  cannot,**  in  the  judgment  of  the  four 
iMds,  **be  suspected  of  any  unfavourable  bias;** 
and  •*  whose  veracity  in  this  respect  they  had  seen 
naground  to  question;'*  ahd  '^tliat  the  circumstances 
to  which  they  speak,  particularly  as  relating  .to 
dsptain  Manby,  must  be  credited  until  they  are  de* 
dsively  contradicted.**  Am  Itfaen  to  understand 
you  majesty^s  confidential  servants  to  mean,  that 
they  agree  with  the  four  noble  lords  in  these  opi- 
nions?- am  I  to  understand,  (hat  after  having  read, 
wilfi  the  fullest  consideration,  the  observations 
which  1  liiave  offered  to  your  majesty ;  after  having 
seen  William  Cole  there  proved  to  have  submitted 
himael^llve  times  at  leasts  to  private,  unauthorised, 


TdUuitary  examibiEition  by  sir  John  D^gWt  lolir 
citor»  for  the  expres$  purpose  of  confirming  tihe 
statement  of  lady  Douglas,  of  that  lady  Dougl^ 
whose  statement  aod  deposition  they  are 'convinoed 
to  be  so  malicious  and  fidse^  that  they  propose  to  in^ 
stitute  such  prosecution  against  herjr  asyour  njsf- 
jesty's  law  officers  Hiay  advise  itpon  a  referdncei 
now  at  length  after  six  months  fix>m  the  detection 
of  that  malice  and  falsehood  intended  to  be  made; 
—after  having  seen  this  Williank  Cole  Submittiiig 
to  such  repeated  voluntary  examinations  for  such 
a  purpose,  and  although  he  was  all  -that  tioaie  a 
servant  on  my  establishment^  and  eating  my  brea^ 
yet  never  once  commumciiiing  to  me  that  such  tiu- 
aminations  were  going  on — ^am  I  to  undetstaitdi 
that  your  majesty's  confidential  servants  agree  witb 
the  four  lords  in  thinking  that  be  cannot  uiider 
such  circumstances,  be  suspeded  qf  iiif^avaurabU 
bias  T  that  after  having  had  pointed  out  to  theift 
the  direct,  flab  contradiction  between  the  saoae 
William  Cole  and  Fanny  Llojrd,  th^  tievef tbele«i 
agree  to  think  them  botli  (thoi^h  in  4jteet  contra^ 
diction  to  each  othec^^both)  witsjesse^  11(^0  ver^ 
acity  they^  see  no gratmd td  q/tlestionh  after  h%ting 
seen  Fanny  lioyd  direetly  aAd  1^^!^^  w^fa^ 
dieted  in  an  assertion  oioist  injuiwiiS'lit^tBjF'bQl^^ 
by  Mr..  Mills  and  Mr.  Edmeadi^:  d«^tbfy:  agiree,  M 
opinion  with  the  four  noUe  lords,  *that  tiney  siee  ne 
ground  to  question  their  veracity  1  after 


vtB&  flic  obierfatfionii  on  Mr.  BMg^oodhi  cviamee: 
lller  having  feen  that  he  had  the  hardihood  to 
itWar,  that  he  bditfved  eaptaih  Manb]^  itept  io  my 
hoaie  at  Soiithind»  aod  tp-immiiate  that  he  dept 
mmy  bedpiooni ;  after  faairhig aeen  diat  he  firanded 
.  -hhnadf  on  this  mort  fUw  £ict  and  most  fmil  and 
:ld«dced  inmnaatioii^  ^V^  ^^  ciieaiiittanee  of  ob- 
ienring  a  baaon  and  aoane  towels  where  he  thought 
thef  ought  not  to  be  placsed;  after  having  ^aeen 
Hiafe  thk  Act,  and  thia  fa)8iniiation»  were  diaproyed 
hthnf^tfe  fixir  aoUe  lords  themselTes^  fay  two 
inrid*icrfsnt^  who  at  that  time  lived  :iii[ithcflM  at 
Soutiiea^  and  whose  dutiea  about  mj  peraoa  and 
my  qNurtmento'  must  have  made  them  acqiuunted, 
vrith  this  filet  as  asserted,  or  as-insiiiuated,  if  it  had 
'  hafipened ;  after  tiaving  observed^  too,  in  cpnfirma- 
(^  of  their  testimony,  that  <me  of  them  mentioned 
the  name  of  another  fennle  servant  (who  was  not 
examinied)  who  had,  fit>m  her  situation,   equd 
means   of  Imowledge   with    tbemselve8---I.  ask 
Whether,  after  all  thb  decisive  weight  of  contFodio- 
ikiik  to  Robert  Bidgoodfs  testimony,  I  am  to  undef- 
ataiid  your  majestjr'a  oonfidential  servants  to  agree 
with  die  fimr  ndUe  lords  in  thinking  that  JAt.  "Bid- 
good  is  a  witness  wlio  oofMO^  be  sutpeeUd  of  un« 
Avoimble  bias,  end  that  there  is^no  ground  to  ques- 
i^oh  hit'VerAdty  t'  I^  sire^  I  were  to  go  through  all 
Ilia  ■iniwiiiixif  t^  description,  which  occur  to  me 
to  make^  I  should  be  obliged  to  repeat  nearly  all 
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my  former  observations,  and  to  make  this  letter  as 
long  as  my  original  answer;  but  to  that  answer  J 
confidently  appeal,  and  I  will  ventiire^  to  challenge 
your  mqesty's  confidential  servants  to  find  a  single 
impartial  and  honourable  man,  unconnected  in  feeU 
ing  and  interest  with  the  parties  and  unconnected 
in  council,  with  those  who  have  already  pledged 
themselves  to  an  opinion  upon  this  subject,  who 
will  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  say  that  these 
three  witnesses,  on  whom  that  report  sO  -mainly  re- 
lies, are  not  to  be  suspected  of  the  grossest  par- 
tiality, and  that  their  veracity  is  not  most  funda- 
mentally'  impeached. 

•  "  Was  it  then  noble,  was  it  generous,  was  it 
manly,  was  it  just,  in  your  majesty's  confidential 
servants,  instead  of  fairly  admitting  the  injustice, 
which  had  been  inadvertently  and  unintentionally, 
ifo  doubt,  done  to  me  by  the  four  noble  Idrds  in 
their  report  upon  the  evidence  of  these  witnesses, 
to  state  to  your  majesty  that  they  agree  with  these 
noble  lords  in  their  opinion,  though  they  cannot,  it 
seems,  go  the  length  of  agreeing  any  .lon^r  to 
withhold  the  advice  which  restores  me  to  your  ma- 
j  esty's  presence  ?  And  with  respect  to  the  parti- 
culars to*  my  prgudice,  remarked  upon  in  there- 
port  as  those  ^  which  justly  deserve  the  most  se- 
rious consideration,  and  which  must  .be  credited 
till  decisively  cdntradicted,**  instead  of  fairly  avow- 
ing either  that  there  was  originally  na  pretence  fo^* 
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such  a  remark,  <»r  tEat,  if  there  had  been  (Hriginal^y» 
yet  that  my  answer  had  gkveTfi  that  decisive  contnir 
diction  Whtdi-was  sufficient  to  discredit  th^m;  in* 
stead,  I  say,  of  acting  thi$  just^^  honest,  and  opea 
piurt,  to  take  no  notice  wha;^o^ver  of  those  contra* 
dictions,  and  content  themselves  with  saying,  that 
^  none  of  tlie  facts  or  allegations  stated  in  prelimir 
nary  examinations  carried  on  in  the  absence  of  the 
parties  interested,  could  be  considered  as  legally  or 
condirnvdy  established  ?"      ' 

^  They  agree  in  the  opinion,  that  the  facts  or  al- 
legations, though  stated  in  preliminary  examina- 
tion, carried  on  in  the  absence  of  the  parties  inte* 
rested,  must  he  credited  till  decisively  cofitraekc&d, 
and  deserve  the  most  serious  consideration.  They 
read,  with  the  fullest  consideration,  the  contradic* 
tion  which  I  have  tendered  to  them ;  they  must 
have  known,  that  no  other  sort  of  contradiction 
could*  by  possibility,  from  the  nature  of  things, 
have  been  o£Pered  upon  such  subjects ;  they  do  not 
question  the  truth,  they  do  not  point  out  the  inaufr 
iiciency  of  the  contradiction,  but  in  loose,  general,, 
indefinite  terms,  referring  to  my  answer,  consisting 
as  it  does,  of  about  two  hundred  written  pages»  and 
coupling  it  with  those  examinations  (which  they 
admit  establish  nothing  against  an  absent  party) 
they  advise  your  majesty,  that  **  there  appear  many 
circumstances  of  conduct  which  could  not  be  re- 
garded  by  your  majesty  without  serious  concern  ;* 
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and  1^8t»  ai  to  all  the  ether  &cts  and  aUegttliM^  et« 
eept  those  relative  i6  my  pregnancy  and  delivery, 
*they  are  not  to  be  considered  as  **  legally  and  con^ 
clusively  established^'*  because  spoken  to  in  preliitii- 
nary  examinations,  not  carried  on  in  the  presence  of 
the  parties  concerned.  They  do  not,  indeed,  ex- 
pressly assert,  that  my  contradiction  was  not  deci- 
•siire  or  satis&ctory;  they  do  nc*  expressly  state 
that  they  think  the  fsicts  and  allegations  want  no- 
thing towards  thdr  legal  and  conclusive  establish- 
ment, but  a  re-examination  in  the  presence  of  the 
piirties  interested,  but  they  go  far  to  imply  jsuch 
opinions.  That  those  opinions  are  utterly  unt^n- 
i^le  against  the  observations  1  have  made,  upon 
the  credit  and  character  of  those  witnesses,  I  shall 
ever  most  confidently  maintain ;  but  that  those  ol>- 
Hervations  leave  their  credit  whoQy  unaffected,  and 
4id  not  deserve  the  least  notiee  ttam  your  majes- 
tj^H  slervant».  It  is  impossible  that  any ^  honourable 
Man  dGp  assert,  or  my  fair  and  v»vprejudiced  mind 
bi^c^ve. 

.  .'4<.i  j^^  proceed,  Sire^  to  observe^  very  shortly, 
upon  the  advice  further  giiven  to  your  ma^tftf,  as 
e^aln«»d  in  lAie  remidiinig  part  of  tbe  paper;  which 
&af  i^res^nted^  tbat,^both  in  the  examinartiionsj,  imd 
«venm  hiy  answer,  d»re  hare  appeared  manydr- 
Ctimstmcesof  conduct  whacfa  could  not  be  regai^ded 
butwilh  serious  coneeni^  and  which  harre  iu^ggested 
tfaei  mqmadoiv  of  a  desire  andr  eivpeatatioiH  th^ 
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a  conduct  may  in  future,  be  observed  by  me^  as  tmy 
fully  justify  these  marks  of  paternal  regard  and  af«. 
fection  which  your  majesty  wishes  to  shew  to  all 
your  royal  family. 

« 

*^  And  here,  Sire,  your  majesty  will  graciously  par^ 
mit  me  to  notice  the  hardship  of  the  advice  which 
has  suggested  to  your  majesty  to  convey  to  me  this 
reproof.  I  complain  not  so  much  for  what. it  doesi' 
as  for  what  it  does  not  contain ;  I  mean  the  absence 
of  all  particular  mention  of  what  it  is,  that  is  the 
olgect  of  their  blame.  The  circumstances  of  oon^ 
duct  which  appear  in  these  examinations,  and  in  my 
answer,  to  which  they  allude  as  those  which  xpay 
be  suppbsed  to  justify  the  advice  which  has  led  to 
this  reproof,  since  your  majesty's  servants  have  not 
particularly  mentioned  them,  I  cannot  be  certain 
that  I  know.  But  I  will  venture  confidently  to 
repeat  the  assertion  which  I  have  already  made^ 
that  there  are  no  circumstances  of  conduct  spoken 
to  by  any  witness,  (whose  infamy  and  discredit  are 
not  unanswerably  exposed  and  established,)  nor  any 
where  apparent  in  my  answer,  which  have  the  re- 
motest approach  either  to  crime  or  to  indelicacy<. 

**  For  my  future  conduct,  Sire,  impressed  with 
every  sense  of  gratitudb  for  all  former  kindness,  I 
shall  be  bound,  unquestionably,  by  sentiment,  as 
well  as  duty,  to  study  your  majesty's  pleasure.  Any 
advice  which  your  majesty  may  wish  to  give  to 
me  in  respect  of  any  particulars  in  my  conduct,  1 
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shall  be  bound  and  be  anxious  to  obey  as  my  law. 
But  I  must  trust  that  your  majesty  will  point  out 
to  me  the  particulars  which  may  happen  to  dis* 
please  you,  and  which  you  may  wish  to  have  alter- 
ed. I  shall  be  as  happy  in  thus  feeling  myself  safe 
from  blame  under  the  benefit  of  your  majesty's  ad- 
vice, as  I  am  now  in  finding  myself  secured  from 
danger  under  the  protection  of  your  justice. 

"  Your  majesty  will  permit  me  to  add  one  word 
more. 

•*  Your  majesty  has  seen  what  detriment  my  cha- 
racter has,  for  a  time,  sustained,  by  the  false  and 
malicious  statement  of  lady  Douglas,  and  by  the 
depositions  of  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  in 
support  of  her  statement.  Your  majesty  has  seen 
bow  many  enemies  1  have,  and  how  little  their  ma- 
lice has  been  restrained  by  any  regard  to  truth  in 
the  pursuit  of  my  ruin.  Few,  as  it  may  be  hoped, 
may  be  the  instances  of  such  determined  and  un- 
provoked malignity,  yet  I  cannot  flatter  myself,  that 
:he  world  does  not  produce  other  persons,  who  may 
)e  swayed  by  similar  motives  to  similar  wickedness. 
IVhether  the  statement  to  be  prepared  by  the  prince 
>f  Wales,  is  to  be  confined  to  the  old  charges,  or 
s  intended  to  bring  forward  new  circumstances,  I 
annot  tell ;  but  if  any  fresh  attempts  of  the  same 
mature  shall  be  made  by  my  accusers,  instructed,  as 

liey  will  have  been,  by  their  miscarriage  in  this  in- 

3  K 
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ftence^  I  can  hardly  hope  that  they  will  not  renew 
their  charge  with  an  improved  artifice,  more  skiK 
fully  directed,  and  with  a  malice  infljamed  rather 
than  abated,  by  their  previous  disappointment.  I 
therefore  can  only  appeal  to  your  majesty's  justice, 
in  which  I  confidently  trust,  that  whether  tliese 
charges  are  to  be  renewed  against  me  either  on  the 
old  or  on  fresh  evidence :  or  whether  new  accusa- 
tions>  as  well  as  new  witnesses,  are  to  be  brought 
forward,  your  majesty,  after  the  experience  of  these 
proceedings,  will  not  suffer  your  royal  mind  to  be 
prejudiced  by  ex  parte  secret  examinations,  nor  my 
character  to  be  whispered  away  by  insiiiuationior 
suggestions  which  I  have  no  opportunity  of  meeting. 
If  any  charge,  which  the  law  will  recognize,  should 
be  brought  against  me  in  an  open  and  legal  manner, 
I  should  have  no  right  to  complain,  nor  any  appre- 
hension to  meet  it.  But  till  I  may  have  a  full  op- 
portunity of  so  meeting  it,  I  trust  your  majesty 
will  not  suffer  it  to  excite  even  a  suspicion  to  ray 
prejudice.  I  must  claim  the  benefit  of  the  pre- 
sumption of  innocence  till  I  am  proved  to  be  guilty, 
for,  without  that  presumption,  against  the  effects 
of  secret  insinuations  and  ex  parte  examinations, 
the  purest  innocence  can  make  no  defence,  and 
can  have  no  security. 

"  Surrounded,  as  it  is  now  proved  that  I  have 
been»  for  years,  by  domestic  spies,  your  majesty 
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must,  I  trust,  feel  convinced,  thut  if  I  bad  been 
guilty,  there  could'  not  have  been  wanting  evidence 
to  have  proved  my  guilt.  And  that  these  spies 
have  been  obliged  to  have  resort  to  their  own  in^ 
vention,  for  the  support  of  the  charge,  is  the  strong- 
est demonstration  that  the  truth,  undisguised,  and 
correctly  represented,  could  furnish  them  with  no 
handle  against  me.  And  when  I  consider  the  na* 
lure  and  malignity  of  that  conspiracy,  which  I  feel 
confident  I  have  completely  detected  and  exposed, 
I  cannot  but  think  of  that  detection  with  the  live- 
liest gratitude,  as  the  special  blessing  of  providenoef 
who,  by  confounding  the  machinations  of  my 
enemies,  has  enabled  me  to  find,  in  the  very  excess 
and  extravagance  of  their  malice,  in  the  very 
weapons  which  they  fabricated  and  sharpened  for 
my  destruction,  the  sufficient  guard  to  my  inno- 
cence, and  the  effectual  means  of  my  justification 
md  defence. 

"  I  trust,  therefore,  sire,  that  I  may  now  close 
this  long  letter,  in  confidence  that  many  days  will 
not  elapse  before  I  shall  receive  from  your  majesty 
that  assurance  that  my  just  requests  may  be  so 
completely  granted,  as  may  render  it  possible 
for  me  (which  nothing  else  can)  to  avj^id  the 
painful  disclosure  to  the  world  of  all  the  circum- 
atances  of  that  injustice,  and  of  those  unmerited 
suffisringsi,  which  these  proceedings,  in  the  man- 
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ner  in   which  they   have  been   conducted,   have 
'    brought  upon  me. 

"  I  remain, 

••  Sire, 
"  With  every  sentiment  of  gratitude, 
"  Your  majesty's  most  dutiful, 

and  submissive  daughter-in-law, 
subject  and  servant, 

Montague  House,  February  l6th,  1807.  **  C.  P." 

"  As  these  observations  apply  not  only  to  the 
official  communication,  through  the  lord  chancellor, 
of  the  28th  ult. ;  but  also  to  the  private  letter  of 
your  majesty,  of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  though  it 
most  respectful  to  your  majesty  and  your  majesty's 
servants,  to  send  this  letter  in  duplicate,  one  part 
through  colonel  Taylor,  and  the  other  through  the 
lord  chancellor,  to  your  majesty. 

"  C.  P." 

'*  To  the  Kingr 

Having  waited  in  vain  three  weeks  for  an  answer, 
her  royal  highness  wrote  as  follows : 
"  Sire, 

"  When  I  last  troubled  your  majesty  upon  my 
unfortunate  business,  I  had  raised  my  mind  to  hope, 
that  I  should  have  the  happiness  of  hearing  from 
your  majesty,  and  receiving  your  gracious  com- 
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mands  to  pay  my  duty  in  your  royal  pn 
fore  the  expiration  of  the  last  week,  i 
that  hope  was  disappointed^  (eagerly  cl 
any  idea,  which  offered  me  a  prospect 
saved  from  the  necessity  of  having  rec 
the  vindication  of  my  character,  to  the  p 
of  the  proceedings  upon  the  inquiry  into 
duct,)  I  thought  it  just  possible,  that  t 
for  my  not  having  received  your  majes 
mands  to  that  effect,  might  have  been  c 
l>y  the  circumstance  of  your  majesty's  s 
"Windsor  through  the  whole  of  the  week, 
fore  determined  to  wait  a  few  days  longei 
took  a  step,  which,  when  once  taken,  cou 
recalled.  Having,  however,  now  assure 
that  your  majesty  was  in  town  yesterd 
have  received  no  command  to  wait  upon 
jesty,  and  no  intimation  of  your  pleasu 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  abandoning  all 
your  majesty  will  comply  with  my  hui 
earnest,  and  anxious  requests. 

'*  Your  majesty,  therefore,  will  not  be 
to  find,  that  the  publication  of  Che  pr 
alluded  to,  will  not  be  withheld  beyond 
next. 

'  ^  As  to  any  consequences  which  may  a 
such  publication,  unpleasant  or  hurtful  tc 
feelings  and  interests,  I  may,  perhaps,  be 
responsible ;  and,  in  any  event,  have  no  or 
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an  of  but  myself,  and  those  with  whose  advice  I 
kaVe  acted ;  and  whatever  those  consequences  may 
be»  I  am  fully  and  unalterably  convinced,  that  they 
must  be  incalculably  less  than  those  which  I  should 
be  exposed  to  from  my  silence :  but  as  to  any  other 
consequences,  unpleasant  or  hurtful  to  the  feelingi 
and  interest^  of  others,  or  of  the  public,  my  con- 
science will  certainly  acquit  me  of  them ; — I  am 
confident  that  I  have  not  acted  impatiently  or  pre- 
ctpitately«    To  avoid  coming  to  this  painful  extre- 
mity,  I  have  taken  every  step  in  my  power,  except 
that  which  would  be  abandoning  my  dbaracter  to 
utter  infamy,  and  my  station  and  life  to  no  uncer- 
tain danger,  and  possibly  to  no  very  distant  de«* 
struction. 

**  With  every  prayer,  for  the  lengthened  continu-- 
ance  of  your  majesty's  health  and  happiness ;  {(xr 
every  possible  blessing  which  a  gracious  God  caiB. 
bestow  upon  the  beloved  monarch  of  a  loyal  people^ 
and  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  your  dominions 
under  your  majesty's  propitious  reign, 

"  I  remain, 
•*  Your  majesty's 

**  Most  dutiful^  loyal,  and  affectionate, 

but  most  unhappy,  and  most  injured 
daughter-in4awj^  subject,  and  servant. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Suppression  of  t?ie  Publication  called  *'  The  Book.*" 
— Restoration  of  the  Princess  of  JP^ales  to  her 
situation  at  Court. — Conduct  of  Mr.  Perceval. 
— Visited  by  his  Majesty  at  Blackheath. — Ar- 
rival  of  the  Duchess  of  Brunswick. — Anecdote  (f 
the  Princess  of  Wales  when  15  years  of  age .-^ 
Mental  derangement  of  the  King. — The  Ptinteof 
Wales  made  Regent  of  the  tJnited  Kingdom  under 
restrictions. — Absence  of  the  Princess  of  Walesa 
from  Court  and  Entertainments  in  honour  of  tht 
Jubilee. — Generosity  of  the  Princess  of  Walek 
in  limiting  the  provision  made  for  her. — Murder 
of  Mr.  Perceval — The  Princess  ofWaks  denied 
admittance  to  her  Daughter  at  Augusta  Lodge-. 
— Her  consequent  determination, — Her  Lettet  to 
the  Prince  Regent. — Report  of  the  honourable 
the  Privy  Council. 

THE  publication,  or,  as  it  was  afterwards  called, 
•*  The  Book,"  signified  in  her  royal  highness's  threat 
of  "  An  Appeal  to  the  public,"  if  not  speedily  re- 
ceived at  court,  and  allowed  some  suitable  establish- 
xnent  in  one  of  the  royal  palaces,  did  not  appear; 
for  in  fifteen  days  from  that  time,  and  a  few  months 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Perceval  was  made 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  The  publication  being 


thus  for  a  time  effectually  checked,  the  whig  mini* 
stry,  including  the  friends  of  the  prince,  went  out 
of  office  and  there  was  no  longer  any  obstacle  to 
the  receiving  of  the  princess  at  court  The  details 
respecting  "The  Delicate  Investigation,"  vyhicb 
constituted  "  The  Book,**  were,  although  ready  for 
publication,  suddenly  withdrawn  from  the  public 
eye.  Three  copies  only,  it  is  supposed,  escaped  the 
vigilance  of  those  whose  interest  it  was  to  suppress 
them,  and  for  these  the  most  extravagant  prices 
were  offered.  Intense  curiosity  was  excited  only 
to  be  disappointed,  and  the  country  at  large  re- 
mained in  ignorance  of  the  charges  which  had  been, 
brought  against  the  princess,  and  which,  in  th 
absence  of  truth,  were  distorted  in  the  most  shame 
ful  manner. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Perceval,  u£^ 
to  this  time,  acted  in  the  most  honorable  manner^ 
toward  his  illustrious  client, — he  had  cleared  her  o 
every  imputation — he  had  restored  her  to  the  court 
— he  had  replaced  her  in  a  palace,  (for  she  obtained 
apartments  in  Kensington  palace,)  and  had  done 
all  that  her  most  sanguine  wishes  could  have  anti- 
cipated. 

Her  royal  highness  was  now  visited  by  his  ma- 
jesty at  Blackheath,  who  often  passed  a  whole  day 
with  his  royal  daughter-in-law  and  his  beloved 
grand-child.  Some  severe  misunderstandings  oc- 
curred between  the  king  and  the  prince  of  Wales 
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on  account  of  these  visits,  but  as  no  dreumstanoe 
had  taken  place  ta  warrant  his  majesty  in  with- 
drawing his  countenance  from  her  royal  highness, 
all  remonstrances  on  the  subject  were  in  rain.  In- 
deed^ it  was  evident  that  the  separation  of  the  prince 
and  princess  of  Wales  was  occasioned  by  some 
private  dislike  or  other  personal  motive,  and  not 
by  the  commission  of  any  criminal  act  which  could 
1)6  imputed  to  the  princess  of  Wales. 

In  1 807,  the  duchess  of  Brunswick,  her  royal 
liighness's  mother,  arrived  in  England,  and  was 
met  by  his  majesty  at  the  house  of  the  princess  of 

■  I 

^Wales.  The  meeting  was  exceedingly  affecting ; 
T>ut  the  king  abstained  from  domestic  subjects,  and 
endeavoured  to  amuse  his  sister  with  the  rapid  pro- 
gress which  her  grand-daughter,  the  princess  Char- 
lotte, had  made  in  literature  and  music. 

We  must  naturally  suppose  that  the  duchess  of 
Brunswick  was  very  unhappy  on  the  account  of 
the  separation  of  the  royal  pair ;  and  particularly 
more  so  in  consequence  of  the  un|ust  calumnies 
which  had  been  artfully  and  maliciously  propagated 
against  her  daughter's  character.     The  duchess,  of 

course^  dwelt,  in  conversation,  upon  the  attention 

*     ■  ■  ■  •  '■ 

which  had  been  paid  to  her  education,  and  by  these 

means  the  following  anecdote  obtained  publicity. 

When  the  princess  had  attained  her  fifleenth 

year,  an  Irish  gentleman,  of  prepossessing  manners 

and  elegant  appearance,  arrived  at  her  father's  court. 

9L 
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The  first  acquaintance  between  the  duke  of  Bruus^ 
wick  and  this  gentleman  was  formed  *after  a  hard 
fought  battle  on  the  French  frontier,  in  which  the 
allies  had  been  victorious.  The  personal  intrepidity 
of  the  young  officer  was  conspicuous^  and  was.,  ob- 
served by  the  duke  himself,  who  praised  his  con- 
duct on  the  field  with  the  frankness  of  a  soldier, 
raised  him  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  appointed 
him  one  of  his  own  aides-de-camp.  An  attach- 
ment is  said  to  have  sprung  up  between  this  gentle- 
man and  the  young  princess,  which  exdt^  the 
displeasure  of  her  father.  After  the  lapse  of  several 
years,  and  the  eve  of  the  princess  being  brought  to 
England  to  be  married  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  a 
wild  and  desperate  attempt  was  made  by  the  gentle- 
ttian  in  question,  aided  by  an  Irish  nobleman.  This 
was  defeated  by  the  vigilance  of  her  father :  and 
the  princess  was  rescued  from  the  danger  by  which 
she  was  threatened,  and  safely  conveyed  to  the 
English  shores.  The  authors  of  the  intended  out- 
rage were  for  some  time  confined  in  prison,  but 

# 

eventually  escaped.  The  one  was  subsequently 
reported  to  have  been  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hohen 
iiinden,  and  the  other  fell  a  victim  to  certain 
visionary  schemes  into  which  he  had  entered  with 
regard  to  his  own  country. 

His  majesty's  health,  at  this  time,  w^as  in  a  very 
delicate  state,  and  soon  after  the  death  of  his  be- 
loved daughter,  princess  Amelia,  his  malady  r^- 
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tamed.  A  sudden  meeting  of  parliament  conse- 
quently took  'place,  and  the  prince  of  Wales  was 
made  regent  of  the  united  kingdom,  under  certain 
restrictions. 

Though  the  princess  of  Wales  had  been  recon- 
ciled to  the  king  before  hit  mental  derangement, 
her  royal  highness  was  never  on  the  same  footing 
at  court :  she  was  also  absent  from  the  occasional 
entertainments,  and  particularly  the  fetes  given  in 
honour  of  the  jubilee,  October  25, 1809,  which  was 
celebrated  in  consequence  of  his  majesty's  reign  of 
half  a  century.  When  the  regency  came  to  be 
established  in  the  person  of  the  prince — ^when  the 
husband  came  to  be  exalted  to  the  rank,  the  splen- 
dour and  power  of  a  king,  the  princtsss  was  still 
left  in  her  former  comparatively  obscure  and  penu- 
rious state.  Mr.  PercevaFs  conduct  on  this  occa- 
sion excited  a  considerable  degree  of  animadversion. 
He  had  relieved  the  princess  from  the  consequences 
of  a  foul  calumny,  and  he  publicly  declared  in  bis 
place  in  the  house  of  commons,  that  he  knew  of 
nothing  against  the  character  of  the  consort  of  the 
prince  regent ;  yet  her  husband  being  now  exalted, 
her  non-exaltation  operated  with  regard  to  her 
character,  in  nearly  the  same  way  as  her  exclusion 
from  court  had  formerly  operated. 

The  generosity  with  which  the  princess  of  Wales 
refused  to  accept  the  allowance  of  £50,000  per 
annum,  proposed  to  be  granted  to  her  by  his  ma-* 
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jeity*0  ministers  under  the  regency,  added  consider- 
ably to  her  popularity :  she  limited  the  sum  pro- 
posed to  £85,000,  which  provision  she  has  since  en- 
joyed. 

^On  the  11th  of  May,  1811,  the  right  honorable 
Mn  Perceval  (who  had  been  her  royal  highneS^s 
able  advocate,)  was  shot  in  the  lobby  of  the  house 
of  commons,  for  which  the  assassin,  John  Belling- 
ham,  was  tried,  convicted  and  executed. 

Her  royal  highness  was  again  exposed  to  the 
malevolent  shafts  of  time-serving  malice ;  but  stiU 
she  reserved  a  dignified  silence,  and  would  probably 
hitve  remained  in  retirement  were  not  her  ma- 
ternal feelings  deeply  wounded  by  the  encreasing 
restraints  imposed  upon  her  intercourse  with  her 
dau'ghter.  On  the  4th  of  October  1812,  she  vis- 
ited Windsor  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  princess 
Charlotte.  Her  royal  highness  drove  to  Augusta 
Lodge,  where  she  supposed  her  daughter  was; 
and  on  being  denied  admittance  to  her  she  request- 
ed an  audience  of  the  queen,  which  immediately 
took  place,  but  the  result  was  by  no  means  satis- 
factory to  her  royal  highness,  who  expressed  hec 
determination  to  bring  the  matter  of  her  situa- 
tion to  an  immediate  question  by  an  application 
to  parliament.  Her  indignation  now  burst  forth, 
and  she  addressed  the  following  energetic  letter  to 
the  prinCe  regent : 


^  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  presufp^  tp 
obtrude  myself  upon  your  royal  highness,  ;and..to, 

■ 

solicit  your  attention  to  matters  which  may,  at, 
first,  appear  rather  of  a  personal  than  a  public  ^na- 
ture. If  I  Qould  think  them  so— if  they  rented, 
merely  ta  myself^I  should  abstain  from  a  prpce^di^, 
ing  which  might  give  uneasiness^  or  interrupt  tb% 
more  weighty  occupations  of  your  royal  highneKs's 
time.  I  should  continue,  in  silence  and  retirement^  to 
lead  the  life  which  has  been  prescribed  to  iQe,  and 
console  myself  for  the  loss  of  that  society,  and  thpj^ 
domestic  comforts  to  which  I  have  so  long  been  .^ 
stranger,  by  the  reflection  that  it  has  been  deejgaed, 
proper  I  should  be  afflicted  without  any  fault  of 
my  own — and  that  your  royal  highness  knows  it. 

^^But,  sir,  there  are  considerations  of.  a  higher 
nature  than  any  regard  to  my  own  happiness, . 
which  render  this  address  a  duty  both  to  myself, 
and  my  daughter.    May  I  venture  to  say — a  duty 
also  to  my  husband,  dnd  the  people  committed  to 
his  care  ?  There  is  a  point  beyond  which  a  guiltless, 
woman  cannot  with  safety  carry  her  forbearance^ 
If  her  honour  is  invaded,  the  defence  of  her  repu- 
tation is  no  longer  a  matter  of  choice ;  and  it  sig- 
nifies not  whether  the  attack  be  made  openly^ 
manfully,  and  directly— -or  by  secret  insinuation^^ 
and  by  holding  such  conduct  towards  her  as  coun 
tenances  all  the  suspicions  that  malice  can  suggest 


if  these  ought  to  be  the  feelings  of  every  woman 
in  England  who  is  conscious  that  she  deserves  do 
i^roacb,  your  royal  highness  has  too  sound  a 
jtidgment,  and  too  nice  a  sense  of  honour,  not  to 
perceive  how  much  more  justly  they  belong  to  the 
mother  of  your  daughter — ^the  mother  of  her  who 
is  destined,  I  trust  at  a  very  distant  period,  to  reign 
Oter  the  British  empire. 

'^  It  may  be  known  to  your  royal  highness,  that 
during  the  continuance  of  the  restrictions  upon  your 
royal  authority,  I  purposely  refrain  from  making 
any  representations  which  might  then  augment 
the  painful  difficulties  of  your  exalted  station.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  restrictions  I  still  was  inclined 
to  delay  taking  this  step,  in  the  hope  that  I  might 
owe  the  redress  I  sought  to  your  gracious  and  un- 
solicited condescension.  I  have  waited,  in  the  fond 
indulgence  of  this  expectation,  until,  to  my  inex- 
pressible mortification,  I  find  that  my  unwillingness 
to  complain  has  only  produced  fresh  grounds  bf 
complaint ;  and  I  am  at  length  compelled,  either 
to  abandon  all  regard  for  the  two  dearest  objects 
which  I  possess  on  earth,  mine  own  honour,  and 
my  beloved  child,  or  to  throw  myself  at  the  feet  of 
your  royal  highness,  the  natural  protector  of  both. 

**  I  presume,  sir,  to  represent  to  your  royal  high- 
ness, that  the  separation,  which  every  succeeding 
month  is  making  wider,  of  the  mother  and  the 
daughter,  is  equally  injurious  to  my  character  and 
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to  her  education.  I  say  nothing  of  the  deep 
wounds  which  so  cruel  an  arrangement  inflicts 
upon  my  feelings,  although  I  would  fain  hope  tha^ 
few  persons  will  be  found  of  a  disposition  to  think 
lightly  of  these.  To  see  myself  cut  off  from*  one 
of  the  very  few  domestic  enjoyments  left  me— r 
certainly  the  only  one  upon  which  I  set  any  valuer 
the  society  of  my  child — ^invplTes  me  in  such 
misery,  as  I  well  know  your  royal  highness  could 
never  inflict*upon  me  if  you  were  aware  of  its  bitter- 
ness. Our  intercouse  hafi  been  gradually  diminish- 
ed. A  single  interview  weekly  seemed  sufficiently 
hard  allowance  for  a  mother^s  affections.  That» 
however,  was  reduced  to  our  meeting  once  a  fort- 
night; and  I  now  learn  that  even  this  most  rigor- 
ous interdiction  is  to  be  still  more  rigidly  enforced. 
^*  But  while  I  do  not  venture  to  intrude  my  feel- 
ings as  a  mother  upon  yonr  royal  highnesses  notice, 
I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  in  the  eyes  of  ^n 
observing  and  jealous  world,  this  separation  of  a 
daughter  from  her  mother  will  only  admit  of  one 
construction — a  construction  fatal  to  the  mother's 
reputation.  Your  royal  highness  will  also  parjon 
me  for  adding,  that  there  is  no  less  incpnsisLtency 
than  injustice  in  this  treatment.  He  who  dares 
advise  your  royal  highness  to  overlook  the  evidence 
of  my  innocence,  and  disregard  the  sentence  of 
complete  acquittal  which  it  produced — or  is  wicked 
and  false  enough  still  to  whisper  suspicions  in  your 


eiu*,  betrays  hii  duty  to  you,  sir,  to  your  daughter, 
and  to  your  people,  if  he  counsels  you  to  permit  a 
day  to  pass  without  a  further  investigation  of  iny 
cenduct  I  know  that  no  such  calumniator  will 
venture  to  recommend  a  measure  which  must 
speedily  end  in  his  utter  confusion.  Then  let  tne 
implore  yoii  to  reflect  oh  the  situation  in  which  I 
am  placed ;  without  the  shadow  of  a  charge  against 
me — without  even  an  accuser — after  an  inquiry 
that  led  to  my  ample'  vindication — ^yet  treated  as  if 
I  were  still  more  culpalile  than  the  perjuries  of  nciy 
suborned  traducers  represented  me,  and  held  up  to 
the  world  as  a  mother  who  may  not  [enjoy  the 
society  of  her  only  child. 

**  The  feelings,  sir,  which  are  natural  to  my  un- 
exampled situation,  might  justify  me  in  the  graci- 
ous judgment  of  your  royal  highness,  had  I  no 
other  motives  for  addressing  you  but  such  as  relate 
to  myself.  But  I  will  not  disguise  from  your 
royal  highness  what  I  cannot  for  a  moment  conceal 
from  myself,  that  the  serious,  and  it  soon  may  be, 
the  irreparable  injury  which  my  daughter  sustains 
from  the  plan  at  present  pursued,  has  done  more  in 
overcoming  my  reluctance  to  intrude  upon  your 
royal  highness,  than  any  sufferings  of  my  own 
could  accomplish ;  and  if  for  her  sake  1  presume  to 
call  away  your  royal  highness's  attention  from  the 
other  cares  of  your  exalted  station,  I  feel  confident 
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1  am  not  claiming,  it  for  b  matter  of  inferior  im- 
portance either  to  yourself  or  your  people.      •    - '  ^ 

"The  powers  with  which  the  constitutiooiif 
these  realms  rests  your  royal  highness  in  the  regu- 
lation of  the  royal  family,  I  know»  because^  rl-  am 
so  advised,  are  ample  and  unquestionable.  My 
appeal,  sir,  is  made  to  your  e:|^cellent  sense  and  lir 
berality  of  mind  in  the  exercise,  of  those  powers ; 
and  I  willingly  hope  that  your  own  parental  Uek- 
ings  will  lead  you  to  excuse  the  anxiety  of  mine 
for  impelling  me  to  represent  the  unhappy  conae*. 
quences  which  the  present  system  must  ent|j^  upon 
our  beloved  child. 

"  Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  any  one  can  have  at- 
tempted to  persuade  your  royal  highness,  that  her 
character  will  not  be  injured  by  perpetual  violence 
offered  to  her  strongest  affections-^the  studied  cajre 
taken  to  estrange  her  from  my  society,  and  eyen 
to  interrupt  all  communication  between  us  ?  That 
her  love  for  me,  with  whom,  by  his  majesty's  wise- 
and  gracious  arrangements,  she  passed  the  years  of 
her  infancy  and  childhood,  never  can  be  extinguish*- 
ed,  I  well  know,  and  the  knowledge  of  it  forms  the 
greatest  blessing  of  my  existence. 

"  But  let  me  implore  your  royal  highness  to  re- . 
fleet  how  inevitably  all  attempts  to  abate  this  at- 
tachment, by  forcibly  separating  us,  if  they  succeed, 
must  injure  my  child's  principles — if  they  fail,  must 

destroy  her  happiness. 

9  M 
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^  Thf  plan  of  excluding  cny  daughter  nx>m  aH 
intercouiw  with  the  world,  appears  to  my  humble 
judgment  peculiarly  unfortunatet     She  who  is  de- 
stilled  to  be  the  sovereign  of  this  great  country, 
enjoys  none  of  (hose  advantages  of  society  which 
are  deemed  necessary  for  imparting  a  knowledge  of 
mankind  to  persons  who  have  infinitely  less  occa- 
sion to  learn  that  important  lesson  ;  and  it  may  so 
happen  by  a  chance  which  1  trust  is  very  remote, 
that  she  should  be  called  upon  to  exercise  the  powers 
of  the  crown,  with  an  experience  of  the  world  more 
c»on6nqd  than  that  of  th^  most  private  individual. 
To  the  extraordinary  talents  with  which  she  is  bless- 
ed, aF>d  which  accompany  a  disposition  as  singularly 
apoiable,   frank,    and   decided,    I   willingly   trust 
much  ;  but  beyond  a  certain  point  the  greatest  na- 
tural  endowments  cannot  struggle  against  the  dis- 
advantages of  circumstances  and  situation.     It  is 
my  earpest  prayer  for  her  own  sake,  as  well  as  her 
country's,  that  your  royal  highness  may  be  induced 
to  pause  before  this  point  be  reached. 

"  Those  who  have  advised  you.  Sir,  to  delay  so 
long  the  period  of  my  daughter's  commencing  her 
intercourse  with  the  world,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
make  Windsor  her  residence,  appear  not  to  have 
regarded  the  interruptions  to  her  education  which 
this  arrangement  occasions ;  both  by  the  impossi- 
bility of  obtaining  the  attendance  of  proper  teachers 
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and  the  time  unavoidably  consumed  in  the  frequent 
jouniies  to  town,  which  ahe  must  make,  unless  she 
is  to  be  secluded  from  all  intercourse,  even  with 
your  royal  highness  and  the  rest  of  the  royal^^ 
mily.  To  the  same  unfortunate  counsels  I  ascribe 
a  circumstance  in  every  ivay  so  distressing  both  to 
my  parental  and  religiousfeelings,  that  my  daughter 
has  never  yet  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  confirmation, 
although  above  a  year  older  than  the  age  at  which 
all  the  other  branches  of  the  royal  family  have  par 
taken  of  that  solemnity.  May  I  earnestly  conjure 
you.  Sir,  to  hear  my  intreaties  upon  this  serious 
matter,  even  if  you  should  listen  to  other  advisers 
on  things  of  less  neair  concernment  to  the  welfare 
of  our  child  ? 

*^  The  pain  with  which  I  have  at  length  formed 
the  resolution  of  addressing  myself  to  your  ro3ral 
highness  is  such  as  1  should  in  vain  attempt  to  ex- 
press. If  I  could  adequately  describe  it,  you  fnigfat 
be  enabled.  Sir,  to  estimate  the  strength  of  the  mo- 
tives which  have  made  me  submit  to  it.  They  ate 
the  most  powerful  feelings  of  affection,  and  the 
deepest  impressions  of  duty  towards  your  royal 
highness,  my  beloved  child,  and  the  country,  which 
I  devotedly  hope  she  may  be  preserved  to  govern, 
and  to  shew  by  a  new  example  the  liberal  affection 
of  a  free  and  generous  people  to  a  virtuous  and  oc»i* 
stitutional  monarch. 
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*'*I  »>,  Sir,^witl^»piK)fb«nd  respeet,  m^  an  at. 
tAdhment  which  nothing* can  alter, 
^  • '       **  Your  royal  highness's 
'  ^         '' Most  devoted  and  most  affectionate  1. 
■■"'  ^' Consort*  cousin,  and  subject, 

(Signed)  -CAROLINE  LOUJS,A," 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  honorable  the  privy 
ooUndl  having'  been  laid  before  the  prince  regei^i, 
wws  transmitted  to  her  royal  highness,  by  visQoiuit 
Sidmouth,  on  the  evening  of*theday  on  which  tl^^ 
above  letter  was  sent,  and  lord  Harrowby  replied, 
witliout  delay,  to  his  royal  highness. 

The  following  was  the  report :  "  To  his  rpyaj, 
highness  the  prince  regent,  the  members  of  his  ma- 
jesty's most  honorable  privy  council;  viz, — His 
grace  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  &c.  &c.  having 
been  summoned  by  command  of  your  royal  high- 
ness, on  the  19th  of  February,  to  meet  at  the  office 
of  viscount  Sidmouth,  secretary  of  state  for .  the 
home  department,  a  communication  was  made  by 
bis  lordship  to  the  lords  then  present,  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

"*  My  Lords, 

"  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  royal  highness 
the  prince  regent,  to  acquaint  your  lordships,  that 
a  <3opy  of  a  letter  from  the  princess  of  Whales  to  the 
prince  regent,  having  appeared  in  a  public  paper. 
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which  letter  refers  to»  the  j^ftpo^eMof;^  tio^t^  took 
place  in  an  inquiry  instituted  }^.CQnHn»ndi9J^,.)iiS 
majesty,  in  the  year  1806,  and; 0Qu(ttn^»l^ 
other  matters,  certain  animadversiorar  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  prince  regeixb  has  exercised  his 
undoubted  right  of  regulating* the  conduct  fqi^.edur 
cation  of  his  daughter  the  princess  Charlotte ;  and 
his  royal  highness  having  taken  into  his  coQsi^ef  a- 
tion  the  said  letter  so  published^  and  adverting'  to 
tH§  directions  heretofore  given  by  his  m^eaty>itbat 
the  documents  relating  to  the  said  inquiry  islioviUV 
be  sealed  up,  and  deposited  in  the  office  ofi  bis>ii}a^ 
jesty 's  principal  secretary  of  state^^  in  ordec  tl^nt.  I1I9 
majesty's  government  should  possess  the^  meai^  of 
resorting  to  them  if  necessary,  his  royal  highness  ha|& 
been  pleased  to  direct,  that  the  said  letter  of  th€f 
princess  of  Wales,  and  the  whole  of  the  said  doou-^ 
ments,  together  with  the  copies  of  other  letters  and 
paf»ers,  of  which  a  schedule  is  annexed^  should  be 

* 

refbrred  to  your  lordships,  being  members  Oif  hif 
majesty's  most  honorable  privy  council,  for  yom? 
consideration ;  and  that  you  should  report  to  \i^. 
royal  highness  your  opinion,  whether,  under  ftH 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  be  fit  and  proper 
that  the  intercourse  between  the  princess  of  Wales 
and  her  daughter,  the  princess  Charlqtte^  shpuld 
continue  to  be  subject  to  regulations  and  resbric- 
tiohs." 


■^  Their  loidflliip0  adjoiimed  their  xneetingt  to 
Taesday^  the  2Sd  of  Febraarj ;  and  the  interme- 
ifiate  days  having  been  employed  in  perosing  tlie 
documents  referred  to  theait  by  command  of  yoi^ 
royal  highness,  they  proceeded*  on  that  a,nd  ^ 
following  day  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  documents,  and  have  agreed  to  report  to  your 
royal  highness  as  foUowa :— - 

''  In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  your  royal 
highne^  we  have  taken  in  to  our  most  serious  cou: 
sideration  the  letter  from  her  royal  highness  the 
princess  of  Wales  to  your  royal  highness,  whiph  has 
appeared  in  the  public  papers,  and  has  been  referred 
to  us  by  your  royal  highness,  in  which  letter  the 
princess  of  Wales,  amongst  other  matters,  com- 
plains that  the  intercourse  between  her  royal  high- 
ness, and  her  royal  highness  the  princess  Charlotte, 
has  been  subjected  to  certain  restrictions. 

^  We  have  also  taken  into  our  most  serious  con* 
sideration,  together  with  the  other  papers  referred 
to  us  by  your  royal  highness,  all  the  documents  re- 
lative to  the  inquiry  instituted  in  1806,  by  com- 
mand of  his  majesty,  into  the  truth  of  certain  repre- 
sentations, respecting  the  conduct  of  her  royal 
highness  the  princess  of  Wales,  which  appear  to 
have  been  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  yoyr  royal 
highnsss,  in  consequence  of  the  advice  of  lord 
Th  urlow,  and  upon  grounds  of  public  duty,  by  whom 
they  were  transmitted  to  his  majesty's  considers- 
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tioh';  and  your  royal  highness  hbTitig  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  command  us  to  report  par  opi* 
nions  to  your  royal  highness,  whether,  undetw  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  be  fit  and  prop«^ 
that  the  intereourse  between  the  princesa  of  Walea 
and  her  daughter,  the  princess  Charlotte^  should 
continue  to  be  subject  to  regulation  and  restraint. 

"  We  beg  leave  humbly  to  report  to  your  royal 
highness,  that  after  a  full  examination  of  all  the  do- 
cuments before  us,  we  are  of  opinion,  that,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  it  is  highly  fit  and 
jproper,  with  a  view  to  the  welfare  of  her  royal 
highness  the  >  princess  Charlotte,^  in  which  are 
^ually  involved  the  happiness  of  your  royal  high- 
ness  in  your  parental  and  royal  character,  and  the 
most  important  interests  of  the  state,  that  the  in- 
tercourse between  her  royal,  highness  the  princess 
of  Wales,  and  her  royal  highness  the  princess  Char* 
lotte,  should  continue  to  be  subject  to  regulation 
and  restraint 

•'  We  humbly  trust,  that  we  may  be  permitted 
without  being  thought  to  exceed  the  limits  of  the 
duty  imposed  on  us,  respectfully  to  express  the  just 
sense  we  entertain  of  the  motives  by  which  your 
royal  highness  has  been  actuated  in  the  po^tpone- 
txient  of  the  confirmation  of  her  royal  highness  the 
princess  Charbtte,  as  it  appears,  by  a  sutement 
under  the  hand  of  her  majesty  the  queen,  that  your 
royal  highness  has  conformed  in  this  respect  to  the 
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declared  will  of  his  majesty  ;  who  had  been  pleased 
to  direct,  that  such  ceremony  should  not  take  place 
till  her  royal  highness  should  have  completed  her 
eighteenth  year. 

"  We  also  humbly  trust,  that  we  may  be  further 
permitted  to  notice  some  expressions  in  the  letter 
of  hfer  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales,  which 
may  possibly  be  construed  as  implying  a  charge  of 
too  serious  a  nature  to  be  passed  over  without  ob- 
servation. We  refer  to  the  words — *  suborned 
traducers.*  As  this  expression,  from  the  manner  it 
is  introduced,  may,  perhaps^  be  liable  to  miscon- 
struction (however  impossible  it  may  be  to  suppose 
that  it  can  have  been  so  intended)  to  have  reference 
to  some  part  of  the  conduct  of  your  royal  highness, 
we  feel  it  our  bounden  duty  not  to  omit  this  op- 
portunity of  declaring,  that  the  documents  laid  be- 
fore us  afford  the  most  ample  proof,  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  foundation  for  such  an  aspersion. 

(Signed) 

C.  CANTUAR.  SIDMOUTH, 

SLDON,  J.  LONDON, 

E.  EBOR.  KLLENBOROUGH, 

\V.  ARMAGH,  CHAS.  ABBOTT, 

HARROWBY,  P.  C  N,  VANSITTART, 

WESTMORLAND,  C.  V.  S.  C.  BATHURST, 

KUCKINGHAMSHIRK,  W.  GRANT, 

iiATHUR^T  A.  MACEONALE-, 

LIVEEPOOL,  W.  SCOTT, 

MULGRAVE,  X  KICIIOL. 
MELVILLE, 

A  tnie  copy,  SIDMOUTH. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  Princess  of  Wales's  Letter  to  the  House  of 
Covivioiis — Proceedings  thereon — Mr.  Cochrane 
Johvstoiie's  motion — The  Innocence  of  her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  completely  es- 
tablished— Remarks  on  the  disgusting  State- 
meitts  of  certain  Papers^  the  Herald  and  Post — 
Petition  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas — lit- 
ieresting  debate — Notice  of  a  motion  relative  to 
Sir  John  Douglas's  Petition— Mrs.  Lisle's  Evi- 
dence— Mr.  Whitbread^s  Letter  to  Mrs.  Lisle^ 
and  the  Answer — The  House's  approval  of  Mr. 
Whitbread's  Conduct — Mr.  C.  Johnstone's  mo- 
tion Inspecting  Sir  John  Douglases  Petition — 
Mr.  Whitbread's  Obsei^ations  on  a  Letter  sign- 
ed "  Moira'' — Correspondence  between  Lord 
Moira  and  Mr.  JVliitbread. 

IMMEDIATFXY  upon  the  meeting  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  March  2,  1813,  the  Speaks 
rose,  and  stated,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  in- 
form the  house,  that  he  had  received  yesterday, 
Avhile  seated  in  the  chair  of  that  house,  a  letter^ 
purporting  to  come  frofti  her  royal  highness  ■  the 
princess  of  Wales,  and  which  it  was  expressed  to 
be  her  wish  should  be  communicated  to  the  house. 
The  letter,  however,  being  without  date,  and  .hav- 
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ing  been  delivered  to  one  of  the  messengers  at  the 
door  of  the  house,  the  Speaker  did  not  think  that  it 
came  to  his  hands  in  such  an  authenticated  form  as 
warranted  him  in  laying  it  before  the  house.  This 
day  he  had  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  ascertain 
whether  the  letter  was  authentic  or  not,  and  from 
those  inquiries,  and  from  a  letter  which  he  had  this 
day  received  from  her  royal  highness  the  princess 
of  Wales,  acknowledging  that  the  letter  of  yester- 
day came  from  her,  and  enclosing  a  duplicate  of  it, 
he  had  now  no  longer  any  reason  to  doubt  the  let- 
tcr'f  being  authentic.  With  the  permission  of  the 
house,  therefore,  he  should  now,  if  it  was  their 
pleasure,  re^d  the  letter  he  had  received  this  day,' 
with  the  duplicate  of  the  letter  of  yesterday  en- 
closed in  it, — (Hear,  hear^  hear. ) 

The  letter  of  this  day,  and  its  enclosure,  wert 
then  read  and  were  as  follow : 

"  Montague  House,  March  2,  IS  1 3. 

**  The  princess  of  Wales,  by  her  own  desire,  as 
well  as  by  the  advice  of  her  counsel,  did  yesterday 
transmit  to  Mr.  Speaker  a  letter,  which  she  was 
anxious  should  be  read  without  delay  to  the  house 
of  commons,  and  the  princess  requests  that  the  said 
letter  may  be  read  this  very  day  to  the  house  of 
commons.  The  princess  encloses  Mr.  Speaker  a 
duplicate  of  the  letter  alluded  to.** 
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The  speaker  then  read  the  duplicate : — 

^Mcniague  House,  March  I ;i$i$. 

'*  The  princess  of  Wales  informs  Mn  Speaker^ 
that  she  has  received  from  lord  viscount  Sidmouth 
a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent,  by  a  certain  number  of  the  members 
of  the  privy  council,  to  whom  it  appears,  his  royal 
highness  had  been  advised  to  refer  the  consideration 
of  the  documents,  and  other  evidence  respecting 
her  character  and  conduct 

^*  The  report  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  her  royal 
highness  is  well  persuaded  that  no  person  can  read 
it  without  considering  that  it  conveys  most  unjust 
aspersions  against  her,  and  although  their  eagerness 
renders  it  impossible  to  discover  precisely  what  is 
meant,  or  even  what  she  has  been  charged  with ; 
yet,  as  the  princess  of  Wales  is  conscious  of  no  of- 
fence whatever,  she  thinks  it  due  to  herself,  and  to 
the  illustrious  house  with  which  she  is  connected 
by  blood  and  marriage,  and  to  the  people,  among 
whom  she  holds  so  distinguished  a  rank,  not  to  ac- 
quiesce for  a  moment  in  any  imputation  affecting 
her  honour. 

*•  The  princess  of  Wales  has  not  been  permitted 
to  know  upon  what  evidence  the  members  of  the 
privy  council  proceeded,  still  less  to  be  heard  in  her 
own  defence.  She  knew  only  by  common  rumour 
of  the  inquiries  which  had  been  carried  on  until 
the  result  was  communicated  to  her,  and  she  has  no 


c  460  a 

means  now  of  knowing  whether  the  members  of 
the  privy  council,  appointed  to  determine  on  her 
case,  acted  as  a  body  to  whom  siie  can  appeal  for 
redress,  or  only  in  their  individual  capacity,  as  per- 
sons selected  to  make  a  report  on  her  conduct. 

*^  The  princess  is  compelled^  therefore,  to  throw 
herself  lipon  the  house,  and  upon  the  justice  of  par- 
liament, and  to  require  that  the  fullest  investigation 
may  be  instituted  into  the  yi\io\e  of  her  conduct 
during  her  "residence  in  this,  jppuntry. 

"The  princess  of  Wales  fears  no  scrutiny,  how- 
ever strict,  provided  she  is  tried  by  impartial 
judges,  known  to  the  constitution,  and  in  the  fair 
and  open  manner  the  law  of  Ui^land  requires.  Her 
only  desire  is,  that  she  may  be  either  declared  to  be 
innocent,  or  proved  to  be  guilty. 

"  The  princess  desires  Mr.  Speaker  to  communi- 
cate this  letter  to  the  house  of  commons.''  ^ 

After  a  short  pause,  without  any  inclination  being 
evinced  on  the  part  of  any  other  member  to  ad- 
dress the  house, 

Mr.  Whithread  rose  and  said,  that  feeling  as  he 
did,  and  as  the  house  must  feel,  the  importance  of 
the  question  involved  in  the  letters  which  had  just 
been  read  to  them,  he  could  not  suffer  those  letters 
to  pass  with  no  other  notice  taken  of  them  than 
that  of  their  being  merely  read  from  the  chair ;  and 
the  more  especially  as  he  saw  opposite  to  him  a 
noble  lord  who  held  a  seat  in  his  majesty's  councils 
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during  the  period,  if  newspaper  report  fipoKci  true^ 
in  whicli  the  investigation  alluded  to,  in  the  letter 
last  read  took  place.  He  bad  ol^served  the  noUe 
lord  quit  his  place,  ahd  take  it  iigain,  during  the 
reading  of  the  letters*  but  withpjat  sbi^wing  an  in- 
clination to  address  the  house  on  thetfubject  of  their 
contents.  Conceiving,  as  he  did^  the  subject  to  b^ 
one  not  only  of  great  delicacy,  but  also  of  great  im- 
portance, his  object  in  now  rising  wais,  to  put  h 
question  to  the  noble  lord.  Did  he,  or  did  he  not, 
mean  to  submit  any  motion  on  the  subject  of  these 

letters  to  the  house? 

Lord  Castlereagh  said^  no  nian  could  be  more 

sensible  than  he  was  of  the  delicacy  and  importance 
of  the  subject  alluded  to  in  the  letters  which  had 
just  been  read  to  the  house ;  but  when  he  consi- 
dered that  a  motion  connected  with  the  same  sub- 

•         -    -     . 

iect  (the  motion  of  Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstone)  stood 
on  the  order  book  of  the  house  for  consideration 
on  a  day  at  no  greater  distance  than  the  day  after 
to-morrow,  he  did  not  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  an- 
ticipate the  question.  When  the  motion  alluded 
to  came  before  them,  he  should  feel  himself  obliged, 
however  delicate  the  subject  was,  to  give  all  the  ex- 
planations the  case  might  require. 

Mr.  Whilbrcad  said,  he  did  not  observe  in  his 
place  the  honorable  member  to  whom  the  noble 
lord  had  alluded.     He  was  not  aware,  at  least  th* 
honorable  gentleman  had  not  said,  that  he  acted  b; 
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nuthority  in  bringing  forward  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  On  that  fact  must  depend, 
in  a  great  measure,  the  course  to  be  pursued ;  and 
whether  the  matter  alluded  to  in  the  letters  read 
from  the  chair  should  not  be  treated  as.  an  inde- 
pendent question.  It  would,  therefore,  be  neces- 
sary that  the  subject  should  lie  over  till  such  tim? 
as  'the  honorable  member  should  come  into  the 
house,  and  be  made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
the  information  which  had  to-night  been  communi- 
cated to  them  from  the  chair. 

Mr  Cochrane  Johnstone  had  given  notice  of  a 
motion  relative  to  the  princess  of  Wales ;  but  de- 
clined proceeding,  on  account  of  the  gallery  being 
cleared.  On  the  12th  of  March  the  subject  was 
resumed,  and  Mr.  Lygon  again  moved  the  exclu- 
sion of  strangers.  Mr.  C.  Johnstone  observed,  that 
it  was  the  undoubted  right  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Lygon)  to  act  as  he  had  done,  in  clearing 
the  house  of  strangers  ;  if,  however,  this  precaution 
iiad  been  taken  under  the  impression  that  any  thing 
he  had  to  say  should  be  unbecoming  the  respect 
he  owed  to  that  house,  or  inconsistent  with  what 
w^iat  was  due  to  the  feelings  of  every  branch  of  the 
royal  family,  such  apprehensions  were  utterly  un- 
founded. He  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  princess  of  Wales,  to  declare, 
that  for  the  motion  he  was  about  to  submit,  he  had 
no  authority  from  her ;  that  he  had  had  no  conunu- 


nication  with  any  person  or  persons  whatspever, 
and  that  the  proceeding  originated  entirely  and  ex- 
clusively with  himself.  The  honorable  member 
proceeded  to  obserYe.  that  it  was  well  kno:wn  that 
a  commission  had  been  granted*  by  the  king  in 
1806^  to  four  noble  lords,  Gifenville^  Spenc^i 
Erskine»  and  EUenborough,  to  examine  into  cer- 
tain allegations  that  had  been  preferred  against  the 
princess  of  Wales.  He  then  read  the  whole  of  the 
report  made  by  the  qommissioiiers  above  stated, 
containing  the  most  unqualified  opinion^  that  the 
charge  produced  by  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas 
against  the  princess  of  Wales,  of  having  been  deli- 
vered of  a  child  in  the  year  180S;  was  utterly  de- 
stitute of  truth.  It  added,  that  the  birth  and  real 
mother  of  the  child,  said  to  have  been  born  of  the 
princess,  had  been  proved  beyond  ^  possibility  of 
doubt  The  report  oondudes  with  some  objections 
made  by  the  commissioners,  to  the  manners^  or  to 
levity  of  manner^,  upon  diiTerent  occasions,  in  the 
princess.  The  honorable  member  next  proceeded 
to  state,  that  the  paper  he  should  now  read  was  a 
document  which  he  was  ready  to  prove  at  the  bar 
qfthe  house,  tvas  dictated  by  lord  JEldon,  Mr.  JPtr- 
ceval,  and  sir  ITumas  Plomer,  though  isigned  by 
the  princess  of  Wales :  it  was  a  letter  written,  or 
purporting  to  be  written,  by  her  royal  highness  to 
the  king,  on  the  9th  October  1806,  as  a  protest 
ag^st  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  just  de- 


tailed ;  the  letter  being  read:  at  length  appeared:  td^ 
bea^nnal  and  elaborate  criticism. upon  the  nature 
of  the  eotnmiiaion  under  wMch  hdr  conduct  had 
been  review^ ;  it  asserted  in  the  most  unqualified 
terms  her  own  innocence,  and  called  the  chai^gea  of 
her  accusers,  aJbiU  mnd  Julie  eompiracy,  made  at 
parte,  and  affording  no  appeal.    Upon  this  letter- 
being  ^ead,  the  honorable  member  observed,  that 
he  fully  concurred  in  the  sentiments  it  expressed 
upon  the  sulgect  of  the  commission,  and  he  insist^' 
ed  that  the  charge  against  the  princess  before  that  -• 
tribunal,  by  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  was  n<>- 
thing  short  of  treason :  that  if  the  commissioners  - 
had  power  to  acquit  her  royal  highness  of  the  Crime  ^ 
charged,  they  had  ^equally  the  power  to  convict 
her :  what  was  the  state  of  that^country  in  which 
such  proceedings  were  even  possible  ?  Besides^  he 
enquired,  what  biecame  of  silr  John-  and  lady  Doug- 
las ?  If  be  were  rightly  infoirmed,  they  still  persist- 
ed in  the  saxrie  story ;  if  all  ttiejr  ittaintaihed  were 
so  riotdriouisly  fillse,  why  were  fhnif  not  prosecuted  f 
(£rear,  hear,  hear !)   The  honorable  member  w^ftf  ' 
on  to  rl&mark,' that  he  understood  no  proceedings' 
of  the  late  privy  couridl,  except  the  report  had  b^'en  ' 
transmitted  to  the  princess  of  Wales.     This  was 
the  case  in  1806,  biit  he  submitted  that  copies  ctf* 
all  these  examinations  should  be  given  to  her.  The 
honorable  member  then  concluded  by  moving,  ifirsf, 
a  very  long  resolution,  containing  nearly  the  whole 
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of  the  report  of  the  eommisfioners  in  1806,  with 
bis  own  reasoning  upon  the  illegality  of  such  a 
commission^  and  terminating  with  expressing  the 
expediency  of  a  new  and.  different  trial  of»  or  in- 
quiry into^  the  same  subject ;.  the  second  motiqn 
was,  for  a  variety  of  papers  connected  with  thiS: 
subject,  firom  1806  to  the  present  time« 

LfOrd  Coitlereagh  opposed  the  motion,  and  began 
by.  observing  upon  the  singular  line  of  conduct 
adopted  by  the  honorable  mover,  in  first  calling 
upon  the  house  to  agree  with  him  in  all  the  facta: 
stated  in  his  first  resolution,  and  then  asking  for  in* 
formation  on  the  same  subject  in  his  second  motion ;. 
at  all  events  th^  information  ought  to  have  pre-^ 
ceded  the  conclusions  fi'om  it.  His  lordship  could 
npt  conceive,  from  any  reasons  that  had  been  givea- 
by  the  honorable  member,  that  the  house  would  en- 
tertain any  serious  doubt  that  the  papers  called  for. 
by  the  honorable  mover  were  not  at  all  necessary  to 
remove  any  apprehension  as  to  the  successor  to  the. 
throne  of  these  kingdoms*  The  commissioners  of 
1806  had  not  been  commissioners  for  the  trial  c£ 
the  princess,  but  as  privy  councillors,  commissioners, 
of  inquiry,  and  the  appointment  of  such  privy 
councillors  for  such  purposes  was  the  constant 
practice  in  all  periods  of  the  history  of  this  country.. 
If^  however,  the  honorable  mover  was  serious  in. 
his  opinion,  that  the  commission  of  1806  was  an 

improper  tribunal  to  have  reviewed  the  conduct  of 

30 
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theprineets  of  Walet^  did  he  think  tb^JbiouBe  pi 
commons  a  proper  place  to  try  ^ther  the  pcinom 
6f  Walea  £>r  treason,  or  to  sit  in  judgment  uptm 
the  levity  of  her  manners  ?  It  waa  rather  extraor* 
dinary  in  the  honorable  member  to  call  upon  the 
house  of  commons  to  dear  up  the  doubts  on  a  sub- 
ject when  he  had  expressed  no. doubts  of  bis  ofwUp 
the  two  learned  judges  who  were  part  of  the  com- 
mission, lords  Erskine  and  Ellenborough^  bad  eor 
tertained  no  doubts:  they^  with  their  skill  and 
legal  habits,  had  been  able  to  trace  the  whole,  tranfr- 
action  to  its  source ;  it  was  not  a  judgment  upon 
credibility  of  witnesses  only,  not  upon  the  incon* 
sist^ncy  alone  of  lady  Douglas's  testimony,  but  the 
real  mother  of  this  child — Ann  Austin  was  adduced, 
and  its  birth,  with  every  circumstance  attending 
it,  had  been  clearly  proved  to  the  commission.  This 
report,  too,  of  the  commissioners,  with  all  the 
evidence  on  which  it  was  founded,  had  been  refer- 
red to  his  majesty's  then  minister^  and  they,  upon 
oath,  had  unanimously  confirmed  that  report.  This 
was  not  all — the  same  report  and  evidence  had  been 
referred  to  the  subsequent  administration,  and 
they  in  like  manner,  on  their  oaths,  had  unani- 
mously declared  the  innocence  of  her  royal  high- 
ness. His  lordship  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  if 
^my  great  doubt  could  be  entertained  by  his  ma- 
jesty's subjects  on  this  important  and  delicate 
question,  some  declaration  from  parliament,  as  to 
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the  tiMSceision,  might  not  become  hecesstoy^'  but 
when  siiteh  doubts  'have  been  sa  i^epMtedly?  H^pi- 
tived,  would  it  not,  he  asked;  be  giving' a  scfast  j^ 
weigfatand  authority  to  the  evidence  iofladjrDgug- 
bs  ?  If  the  affldavife  df  profligate  persona  wele 
tbus.'to-  be  sanctioned,  where  would  be  the  end- of 
siicb  ^attempts?  Fortunatdy  there  never.waii.'a 
case  that  could  excite  so  fittle  hesitation.  A  man 
monstrous  ^proposition,  than^fo  legiahite  oh  brfy 
Douglas's  evidence,  was  heveil  heard.  TheiiQiioi>- 
able  mover  had  oomptiihed  that  no  proceedings 
had  been  instituted  .  agJEunst  air-  John  ahd:  lady 
Douglas.  His  lordship  had  to  state^  that  the  first 
cabinet  distinctly  reoommended  a  reference  to-the 
then  law  officers  of  the  crown,  to  consider  of  such 
«  prosecuti<m ;  and  if  it  had  ndt  been  instituted,-  It 
did  not  arise  from  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  thoise 
liktr  officers  as  to  the  punishtneut  that  would  •  ik 
brought  down  upon  the  degraded  and  guilty  heads 
of  sir  John  and  lady  Douglas,  but  it  was  from-  k 
wish  to  avoid  bringing  such  subjects  before  'tihe 
public  The  noble  lord  added,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  push  the  subject  further;-  he  was  treading 
on  delicate  ground.  He  thought  the  only  lefibdt 
of  the  present  motion  would  be  to  make  the  hoaife 
of  commons  a  channel  for  poisoning  the  public 
ndnd.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  late  letter,  the 
noble  lord  declined  ikying  any  thing  at  present, 
that  not  being  before  the  house. 


•  Sir  Samuel  RomiUy  shortly  Tindicated  the  ^a- 
raeters  of  the  four  commissibnet^  in  1M6»  at  well 
as  the  legality  of  that  commission.  Many  meet- 
ings were  held^  and  many  witnesses  were  exaimned 
thoeupon ;  and  he  (sir  S.  RonoiiUy)  was  the  only 
othtt  person  present  besides  the  oommissionen  at 
these  examinations,  which  were  cbnducted  by  the 
four  noble  lords  mentioned,  and  he  took  down  aU 
the  depositions.  He  ^must  declare,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner^  that  no  inquiry  was  ever  conduct- 
ed  with  greater  impartiality,  nor  was  there  ever 
evinced  a  more  anxious  desire  to  discharge  justly  a 
great  public  duty. 

Mr.  Whitbread  went  at  great  length  into  the 
whole  subject,  in  a  speech  of  much  eloquence, 
point,  and  successful  animadversion— -with  great 
attention  from  the  house,  and  without  the  least 
interruption,  except  cheering.  He  appealed  to  the 
house,  whether  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  noble 
lord  to  have  met  this  most  important  subject  in  a 
widely  different  manner,  comparing  what  he '  had 
promised  with  what  he  had  performed.  He  then 
took  an  extensive  review  of  the  whole  subject,  as 
far  as  had  come  to  his  knowledge ;  he  had  before 
him  the  documents  read  by  tlie  honorable  mover^ 
the  last  report  of  which  appeared  yesterday,  the 
letter  of  the  princess  of  Wales  to  the  prince  regent, 
her  letter  to  the  speaker,  and  contrasted  the  Con- 
(3uct  of  the  speaker,  in  communicating  it  to  the 


hou8^  with  that  of  the  knd  chancellor  irithfaolding 
a  similar  communicatioii  to  the  house  of  lords.  He 
read  a  long  minute  of  council  on  the  subject^  and 
various  paragraphs  and  passages  from  the  dailj 
papers,  professedly  in  the  interest  of  ministers,  ap- 
parently written  by,  and  bearing  the  mark  <tf^, 
offidal  authority.    On  all  these  he  most  acutely 
and  successfully  animadverted.    He  contrasted  the 
vacillating  conduct  of  ministers  at  various  times, 
and  pointed  out  their  manifold  inconsistencies.  He 
shewed  clearly  to  the  house  that  the  princess  of 
Wales  had,  in  the  year  1806,  been  generally  ac- 
quitted, in  defiance  of  the  perjuries  against  her ;  in 
1807  she  had  been  entirely  acquitted;   and  that 
lord  Eldon,  Mr.  Perceval,  and  sir  T.  Plomer,  had 
been  her  protectors  and  advisers,  and  had  drawn  up 
a  narrative  of  the  whole  proceedings,  to  distribute 
to  all  the  world,  which  they  would  not  have  done 
if  the  least  vestige  of  criminality  attached  to  her ; 
that  Mr.  Perceval  had  so  acted,  and  so  advised 
when  he  was  not  a  minister ;   and  subsequent  to 
that  period  he  had  declared  her  innocence,  when 
he  was  a  minister ;  but,  for  reasons  of  his  own,  bad 
afterwards  suppressed  the  publication ;   that  since 
then  a  period  of  seven  years  had  elapsed,  since 
which  time  she  had  lived  as  a  recluse  in  retirement, 
and  no  additional  imputation  was  attempted  to  be 
laid  to  her  charge,  insomuch  that  it  was  seen  and 
before  the  public^  that  in  the  late  sittings  of  the 
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ffriVy  ionvcily  ar  eitlKlfitei  4ri  1^^ 
they,  luidbeeaobligdl  io  ffd  be^  tmd' Bin  tip  ;tbe 
oUrjyiUMih  (rf:  1806  tod  ISDTrJ Wither; ipo  fiikl.a 
justification  for  tfaeir  later  imposltipn  of  distr^9siH  w 
deprhrfalg  her  of  inte^iae'Mritbiltoer  ,tbild,  whidb 
ihe  fint  pvUciples  of  halme  didtafaBd« '  Thay  night 
veodoale  these  thingb  td':tb«k  dutjr^  iftr.any  .otfier 
moti^e^  but  the  unhappy  wonwD^vtbQ.pnnoasi  of 
Widc^  had  a  oomptefee :  tiaulipb^ ;  b  tShe ,  laoigjbt  i^ 
defed  bo  eOndemned  to  liyt  diisedurfon^ ibut.m 

ft 

point  of ^inmxsenoi  and  dignity  ^f.jEsh(M:9ctWi.)Mr 
triumph  was  unparalleled  Froni:  thik  hour  ihib 
princess  of  WaWs  character  is  deared  beyond 
suspicion.  It  js  done  by  the  house  of  coitimoaa. 
The  whole  world  will  adoiit  it^  and  reverence  her. 
He  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment^  that  the 
last  report  of  the  privy  council  should  be  laid  he^ 
fore  the  house. 

LfOrd  Castlereagh  replied  to  the  observaticnii  of 
Mr.  Whitbread  generally.  With  respect  to  tbe 
complaint  that  was  made  of  the  prince  having  re* 
fused  to  read  her  letter,  it  Was  not  for  the  bouse  to 
judge  of  the  merits  of  the  parties  uttdet  the  long 
and  settled  separation  which  existed*  This  wais  at 
matter  of  private  arrangemenl^  and  long  ago  the 
prince  had  determined  that,  no  ocMrespondmoe 
should  take  place,  and  he  could  acquaint-  the  boiiae 
that  this  was  not  the  first  letter  that  had  heens^nii 
badk.    But  this  complaint  was  founded  oti  a  stip^ 
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position  that  some  puniihtneDt  had  heetth 
on  the  princess  hy  the  restraints  that  were  placed 
on  the  intercourse  between  her  and  her  daughter. 
He  would  state  to  the  house  bow  the  case  was,  «id 
then  it  would  see  that  no  such  punishment  was 
intended.  When  the  princess  Charlotte  went  to 
Windsor,  the  prince  altered  the  arrangeofient  under 
ihrhidi  the  princess  bad  been  accustom^  to  see  her^ 
from  once  a  week  to  once  a  fbrtni^ti  that  less-  in^ 
terruption  to  her  studies  might  bftppiefn  hy^  frequent 
joumies  to  London,  and  it  was  not  intended  tore^ 
quire  the  alteration  to  continoe  kmger  than  during 
the  princess's  residence  at  Windsor.  This  was  the 
whole  of  what  was  magnified  into  a  great  infliction 
of  punishment  and  inference  of  guilt,  and  he  wa0 
sure  the  house  would  see  it  as  he  did,  to  be  a  mat- 
ter in  no  ways  6u£Scient  to  justify  the  letter  of  hev 
royal  bighness. 

Sir  Thomas  PUmer  replied  to  some  allusions 
made  to  him  by  Mr.  Whitbread ;  and  with  respect 
to  the  princess,  all  he  should  say  was,  that  he  never 
discovered  any  just  foundation  foor  the  charges  made 
against  her. 

The  honorable  Mr.  JBrand  admitted  the  com- 
petency of  the  privy  council  in  the  case  they,  had 
before  them ;  but  contended,  tbat  their  report  ex- 
posed the  a£Patrs  of  the  country  to  much  difficulty 
and  danger.  He-  made  various  animadvenuons  on 
the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  and  concluded  by  ob- 
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serving,  that  if  they  refused  to  entertain  the  appli- 
cation of  the  princess,  they  refused  justice  to  the 
first  subject  in  the  country* 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  saidj  he  felt  warmly  on  the 
subject  as  a  man  of  honor.  He  could  not  Tote 
either  for  the  ori^^naL  motion^  or  for  the  amend- 
ment ;  but  yet  he  did  not  think  that  the  noble 
lord  had  given  a  satisfactory  answer  to  either  of 
them.  He  was  extremely  averse  to  seeing  the 
royal  family  dragged,  year  after  year«  before,  thp 
house  of  commons.  He  thought  the  noble  lords, 
the  .con)missioners^  went  further^  in  th^  first  in- 
stance, than  the  case  seemed  to  require ;  and  that, 
they  should  have  confined  themselves  to  the  qri- 
minal  charge  alone,  with  a  view  to  the  possible 
proceedings  on  which  their  advice  was  taken.  The 
first  report  of  some  of  the  present  ministers  ad- 
vised the  king  to  receive  the  princess ;  and  now. 
this  last  report  raked  up  old  documents,  on  w:hich 
they  had  acquitted  her  royal  highness  before.  If 
the  prince  regent  had  said,  ^'  As  your  husband,  and 
as  the  father  of  your  child,  I  choose  to  restrict  ypa 
to  visit  her  once  in  a  week,"  the  public  might  have 
been  satisfied  with  an  arrangement  which  it  was 
his  right  to  make,  if  he  thought  fit  The  hpnorr 
able  member  said,  he  had  as  high  feelings  for  royalty 
as  any  man ;  but  he  must  say  all  proceedings  like 
these  contribute  to  pull  it  down.  He  was  very 
sorry  we  had  a  family  who  do  not  take  warnmg 


C   m   3 

from  ivhat  is  said  or  thought  conoerning  them. 
They  seemed  to  be  the  only  persons  in  the  country 
who  were  wholly  regardless  of  their  own  wel&re 
and  respectability.  He  would  not  have  the  regent 
lay  the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul»  and  think 
his  conduct  will  bear  him  hatniless  through  all 
these  transactions.  He  said  this  with  no  disrespect 
to  him,  or  his.  family ;  no  man  was  more  attached 
to  the  house  of  Brunswick  than  he  was ;  but  if  he 
had  a  sister  in  the  same  situation,  he  would  say  she 
was  exceedingly  ill-treated. 

Sir  Samtkcl  Somitty  said,  the  honorable  member 
was  mistaken  as  to  the  nature  of  the  powers  given 
to  the  commissioners  in  1806.  They  went  to  di- 
rect the  four  noble  lords  to  inquire  into  the  facts 
contained  in  the  statement  of  the  princess  of  Wales* 
which  had  been  submitted  to  his  majesty,  among 
which  there  were  other  matters,  besides  those 
forming  the  grounds  of  the  principal  chai^  against 
her  royal  highness. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  fully  participated  in  what  fell 
from  the  honorable  member  who  spoke  last  but 
one ;  if  his  sister  had  been  treated  as  the  princess 
had  been,  he  should  feel  extremely  sore.  He  re- 
gretted he  could  not  see  his  way  clear  how  justice 
could  be  done  to  the  princess,  and,  therefore,  he 
wished  his  honorable  friend  would  explain  what 
further  proceedings  he  had  in  contemplation.^ 

Mr.  WTiitbread  said,  it  certainly  was  his  inten- 
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tion,  in  the  event  of  saccess  to  his  first  motion^  to 
have  followed  it  up  by  motions  for  such  paper»  as 
might  appear  necessary  for  the  further  elacidation 
of  the  business,  and  for  the  justification,  or  convic* 
lion  of  the  person  who  had  thrown  herself^  as  ai  last 
resource,  upon  the  justice  and  mercy  of  the  house; 
but'  so  conipletely  did  she  now  appear  acquitted  of 
all  possible  imputafioh  of  blame,  even  by  the  per-^ 
sorts  from  whom  the  aspersions  were,  by  the  world, 

m 

supposed,  in  the  last  report,  to  have  been  thrownfi 
upon  her,  that  it  was  in  ^is  miiiti  untieoessary  to' 
press  tlie  matter  to  a  divisiott.  \  Hef'intiociftnoe-Wfcs 
acknowledged  entire; — compleWe.  v  T<>  such  restric* 

•  •  •        . 

tions' as  ihe  prince  regertt,  in  hfe'cft^city  of  ^f^er 
to  tire  princess  Charlotte,  or  by  theNidvice  of  his 
ministers,  might  think  proper  to  impose  upon  her 
intercourse  with  her  daughter,  she  must  submit 
It  was  her  lot.  But  she  had*  the  satisfaction  oiF 
knowing,'  that  her  reputation  henceforward  was,  by 
the  confessions  of  all,  without  imputation  or  re- 

•  I  ,  ■  1  »  ' 

proach.  From  these  considerations;  he  shoaldnot 
press  a  division. 

'  Mt.  Canning  said,  he  was  prepared  to  assert  and 
maiht&in  that  the  words  and  meahing  of  the  cabinet 
report  in  1807,  conveyed  a  complete,  satisfactory^ 
and  unlimited  acquittal. 

Mr.  JSathurst,  and  sir  W.  Gar?vtv  spoke  on  the 
question,  and  were  followed  fey  Mr.  YorkCy  who 
requested  Mr.  C  Johnstone  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
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Mr.  C.  Johngtone  refused  so  to  do»  adding,  that  it 
was  a  proud  day  for  him,  because  it  had  completely 
eatablished  the  tnaocence  qf  her  royal  higl^ness  the 
princeas  of  Wales. 

The  question  was  put>  and  Mr.  C^  Joknstm^i 
motion  was  negatived  without  a  division^ 

On  the  15th  of  March,  Mr.  Whiihread  spoke 
with  indignation  of  the  disgusting  stateYi^ents  put 
forth  in  certain  papers  respecting  her  royal  higbneis^, 
which  he  thought  called  loudly  for  the  interference 
of  the  house* '  He  tberefioorQ  wished  to  .^^  the 
noble  lord  ^Castlecftligb)  .whether  instrucitipn«.  had 
been  giren  by  his  royal,  highness  the.  prince  regent 
to  his  law  officers  for  the  prosecution  of  lady  Doug- 
las for  perjury  ?  The  second  question  to  which  he 
desired  the  noble  lord's  answer  was,  whetiier  lady 
Douglas  had  been  examined  in  the  presence  of  sir 
John  Douglas,  in  the  interval  between  the  13th  of 
February  last,  and  the  5th  of  March,  the.  dsiy  in 
which  discussions  respecting  the  princess  of  Wales 
took  place  in  that  house,  with  closed  doors ;  and 
he  had  also  to  ask  the  noUe  lord,  whether  these  ex- 
aminations had  been>  since  resumed  and  ccmtinuii^? 
The  answers  which  the  noble  lord  might  be  pliaa^ 
to  give,  would  point-  out  and  direct  the  na^ture  t{ 
the  proceedings  which  be  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
propose  to.  the  house. 

Lord    CMtlereagh  declared   him/ielf  altogether 
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unable  to  give  any  answers  to  the  questions  of  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  de- 
livering it  as  his  decided  opinion,  ^  That  either  the 
princess  of  Wales  must  be  brought-  to  trial,  or  lady 
Doi^las  be  prosecuted  for  perjury/*  The  princess 
of  Wales  had  come  to  the  houses  and  thrown  her^ 
self  upon  its  interposition  for  the  vindication  of  her 
innocence,  or  the  establishment  of  her  criminality ; 
and  such  were  the  strange,  the  unaccountable^  and 
disgusting  circumstances  and  publications  inrhidi 
had  recaitly  occurred,  that  it  became  the  bouiiden 
duty  of  the  house  to  interfere.  He  would,  as  a 
member  of  that  house,  discharge  the  duty  he  owed 
to  his  country  and  to  himself  He  would  stat^ 
that  sir  John  Douglas  had  come  to  him,  as  he  also 
had  to  the  noble  lord,  and  complained,  in  vindi* 
cation  of  lady  JDouglas  and  himself,  that  they  had 
been  treated  with  great  severity  and  hardship ;  for 
he  maintained,  that  lady  Douglas  was  considered 
as  entitled  to  credit,  while  the  charge  of  perjury 
had  been  preferred  against  her  by  the  noble  lord. 
— Sir  John  Douglas  told  him,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  approach  this  house ;  and  he,  on  having 
that  intention  so  communicated,  observed,  as  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  member  of  parliament,  that  the 
house  would  not  shut  their  doors  against  the  peti- 
tion of  any  party  or  person  who  conceived  himself 
aggrieved.     He  should  once  more  ask  the  noble 


iard,  whether  the  prineie  regent,  tinder  tiiie  advice 
of^his  ministers,  had  ordered  directions  to  be  givMi 
to  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  to  institute  a  pro- 
secution for  perjury  against  hdy  Douglas  ?  (Hear, 
hear,  hear.)   It  was  the  more  material  that  this  in- 
formation  should  be  obtained,  and  that  the  noble 
lord  should  be  open  and  explicit,  as  it  could  not 
be  forgotten,  that  after  all  idea  of  the  guilt  imputed 
to  the  princess  of  Wales  had  vanished,— after  the 
complete  establishment  of  her  innocence, — after  the 
deep  impression  made  upon  the  public  mind,  in  her 
favour,  new  modes  were  resorted  to  for  traducing 
and  vilifying  her  character.     They  were  resorted 
to  in  a  way  equally  base;  f<xr  testimony  which  had 
been  considered  as  altogether  unworthy  of  notice^ 
and  which  led  to  the  assertion  and  declaration  of 
her  innocence,  was  now  revived  and  published  in 
the  newspapers,  for  the  degrading  and  scandalous 
purpose  of  giving  a  false  bias  to  the  public  feeling, 
while  attempts  were  infamously  made  to  augment 
that  bias  by  the  grossest  and  most  calumnious  ru- 
mours.   His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  was, 
above  all  others,  involved  in  the  consequences  re- 
sulting from  such  a  system.    Exclusively  of  other 
important  considerations,  his  royal  highness  was 
the  rightful  and  natural  protector  of  his  wife,  and 
it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  take  a  decided  part 
in  the  question.    (Hear,  hear.)  He  should  persist 
in  the  declaration  he  had  made,  and  would  brini: 
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ibvwsEd  A  n(K>tion  for  an  address  to  the  pripoe  r^g^t, 
tp^irect  the  officer^  of  the  crown  to  coipmenfi^  a 
proseotion  for  perjwry  ag^iin^t  Ifidy  PpugliW,  for 
auch  part  of  her  testimony  as  might  0^pear  to  the 
legal  advisers  of  his  roy^l  high^e^  liable  (9^  that 

charge. 

Lford  CasUereagh  could  not,  however  urgent  the 
honorable  member  was  in  pressing  his  qu^tiona^ 
Moondle  it  to  his  duty  imd  hia  feelings^  to  give  any 
answer- 
Mr.  WTiitbread  merely  wished  answers;  as  to 
matters  of  &ct.  His  questions  were  plain  and  short 
They  could  not  be  misunderstood.      He  should 
repeat  them.    The  questions  he  had  put  tci.the 
noble  lord,  he  certainly  did  expect  to  have  answer- 
ed ;  but  if  the  noble  lord  persisted  in  withholding 
his  answers  to  them,  he  should  think  himself  jmti- 
fied  in  putting  the  same  questions  to  any  other 
inember  of  the.  house,  as  competent  to  answer  tln^i 
as  the  noblie  lord;  and  he  should  again  ask,  wluether 
any  examination  o£  lady  DouglaS'  had  taken  p}aoe 
during  the  period  which  he  had  mentioned?   if 
neither  the  noble  lord,  nor  any  oth^  member  should 
think  fit  to  answer  the  question,  he  would  tnO'Ve 
next  Wednesday   foi:.  an  address .  to.  the  prince 
regent. 

Lord  CasUereagh  said,  he  was  not  to  be. diverted 
from  his  determination  not  to  give  the  answers  re- 
quired of  him,  by  any  of  the  taunts  which  the  ho 
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itdrable  member  had  thfcr^fi  ouf.  TRm^  whVlJEid 
oommenced  the  iftqiiiry,  and  cohdticfed  it,  ^i#e,  tW 
feet,  the  persons  to  whoDi  respdn^bilify  atta<iteed( 

Mr.  Whitbredd  e^id,  that  WHae  be  had  cohtiri^a 
himself  to  an  av^thenffic  docanftent,  th^ininuU$  i df 
council,  MJy  atttf  unequivocalljr  ai^ijuitting  tb^'priff- 
cerfs  of  Wates  oP  criirtiinHlIfy,  the  newspaperls  known 
to  be  under  the  conirbl-  of  govern  Aietft,  th^  Ilef^ald 
and  the  Po*if,  fe^med  with  teluttiftibut  widenofe 
against  her,  the  Mse}]r^ekf  of  i^Mefh  tuad  beeiy  pM^d. 
VlTas  it  \\m'i^y^ii^mViW^^i^'\i6iiOisi^^^ 
that  the  ^di««i^df'«heljl^^^iV«li<^ld>^bd  allowed ' 
to  sit  in  judgnf)6'ntbi¥  «hf6'^rifidess'^6f  W^lesy  and 
assume,  as-tHe  tttialks  off^^thef^iffidc^ings,  the  testi- 
mony whfefif  hgJ'B^A'^a«ed^Widi'  di^^ce  arid 
cbrjtenlpt  by  the'tfflritlfe  '^^cdtfflttl,  signed  as  thttt 
minute  was  by'thfe  ifo^fe'lofJlit^  b^^t^' 

otheip  members  of  tlie  gdVknineWf?  The  end  t"^^  - 
posed  by  these  puWifetffitth^ibtifd^fldt  b^hiirtftken: 

The*  ertd  Vfes^tdMUf^'aiSd  degmd^'buFthefbb- 
ject  cduld  ndt  Be- aftftitted',  vdrile  tiAysetfse  of  puK- ' 
lie  virtue,  and  ai*iy  fedirtg  of  honest  indignation 
prevailed.  Thi*  proprietor  of  otte  of  these  ^^apers 
(sir  H;  B.  Dudlej'^better  knbivn  as  parson  Bate) 
had  been  lately  distinguislied  by  titles  and  honors^ 
and  was  at  all  times  well  received  at  CarltonJioufee. 
What  could  have  produced  these  attacks?  What! 
but  the  interference  of  some  person  well  acquainted 
with  the  gdvernmeift  of  the  counfry. 
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Jjori  Canti^eagk  hegjgsA  Icare  to  sagr,  thatil 
was  unparliamentery  to  charge  governm^it  witk 
transactions  of  which  they  were  not  kdown  to  hsiw 
any  knowledge ;  and  infer/  because  certain  pubtv 
cations  appeared  in  different  newspapers,  that  thc^i 
wera  implicated  in  them.  The  honocable  member 
oBght  nottohave  read  one  minute  <tf  council  without 
leading  the  other;  and  he  should  haye <x>9sideii^ 
the  minute  of  the  duke  of  Portland's  cabinet  s» 
arising  out  of  the  measures  adopted  by  lord  Greor 
▼iUe^s  calHAet-  If  the  honorable  g«itleman:did4Mfc 
mean  that  the  whole  should  come  out,  he  ougb^ 
not  to  hate  read  that  minute  to  wluch  be  edied 
the  attention  of  the  house,  tie  could  not  but  perrr 
sist  in  saying,  that  the  letter  was  the  cause  of.  all 
which  had  since  been  the  subject  of  complaint:; 
and  the  responsibility  would  rest  upon  the  heads 
of  those  who  advised  the  letter.  It  would  al^Ck 
rest  upon  the  head  of  the  honorable  memben*   .     , 

Mr.  Whithread  was  willing  that  the  responsi- 
Ulity  should  rest  upon  his  head,,.wh^  he  under- 
took to  vindicate  the  innocence  of  the  princess  roC 
Wales :  but  he  trusted  that  responsibility  would 
also  rest  upon  the  heads  of  those,  who^r^  after  in* 
quiry  and  acquittal,  combined  to  revive  obloquy, 
and  slander.  The  house  and  the  countiy  were  in 
possession  of  the  declaration  of  Mr,  Perceval,  as- 
serting the  innocence  of  the  princess  of  Wales,  and 
delivered  when  the  noble  lord  was  sitting  close  to 
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iim ;  they  were  also  in  poissession  of  tbe  a14»Nriiey- 
general's  sentiments ; .  yet  with  these  &ctSp  carrying 
with  them  all  the  force  of  truth,  and  conviction, 
were  the  publications  he  had  noticed  suffered  to 
proceed,  and  to  d^rade,  and  to  contaminate. 

Lord  Castiereagh  said,  he  bad  not  made  any  as- 
sertion of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  princess  of 
Wales.  He  had  distinctly  stated,  that  it  appeared 
fit>m  the  minute  of  the  duke  of  Portland's  cabinet, 
that  her  innocence  was  asserted ,  and  he  had  to 
complain,  that  the  honorable  member  had  given  a 
false  impression  the  other  night         . 

Mr.  Whitbread  contended,  that  he  had  given  np 
false  impi'ession,  but  had  only  said  what  he  was 
bound  to  say— -*what  Mr^  Perceval  had  said— •what 
the  noble  lord  near  him  had  said,  **  what  you,  sir," 
exdaimed  Mr.  Whitbread,  addressing  himself  to 
the  Speaker^  **  would  now  say,  but  whidi  I  am 
aorry  you  cannot,  consistently  with  your  presept 
situation.** 

liord  Castbcreagh  considered  the  charge  made  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  against  government,  with 
regard  to  any  knowledge  of  tiie  publications  in 
question,  as  highly  inproperi  and  in  &ct  a  &lse  im* 
pression. 

Mr.  Whitbread  maintained,  that  he  had  made 
no  charge  but  what  he  felt  bimsdf  justified  in  ad* 
vancing. 

The  Speaker  intimated  his  opinion,  that  it  was 


not  very  rq^ular  to  enter  into  discussion  Hkexi,  upra 
gViotice  given  upon  the  subject  for  Wednesday  next  ' 

Lord  Palfnerston  rose  to  move  a  committee  oa 
the  mutiny  bill. 

Lord  Milton  observed,  that  the  noble  viscount 
(Cast(ereagh),  if  he  did  not  say  different  things  on 
different  days,  he  had  at  least  the  knack  of  saying 
the  same  things  on  different  days,  in  s  uch  a  way « 
as  to  render  the  effects  of  what  he  said,  completely 
different  on  the'^ininds  of  those  who  heard  him, 

Mr.  Buiikes  spoke  to  order. 

Lord  Milton  stated,  that  it  was  of  little  conse* 
quenoe  who  had  commenced  the  strange  disclo- 
sures ricc^tly  made ;  but.  sure  he  was,  that  there 
was  no  man  of  proper  principles  and  a  right  judg- 
ment, who  was  not  shocked  and  disgusted  at  the 
papers  which  had  lately  made  their  appearance  in 
the  public  press ;  papers,  similar  to  which  he,  and 
many  others,  much  older  than  he  was,  had  Imown 
nothing  brought  before  the  public.  '^  He  should 
advise  persons  in  high  stations  to  be  aware  how 
ihey  trifled  with,  the  feelings  of  the  publia  Let 
them  reflect  seriously  upon  what  they  were,  doing* 
Let  them  take  care  not  to  be  suspected ;  since  it 
was  known  through  what  publications  it  was,  thaf; 
such  matters ,  of  information  were  ushered  to  th^ 
world.-^(^  JZiriir,  liear.) — It  must  be  suspected  that 
these  tMngs  were  not  brought  under  the  pubUc 
eye,  tlirough  sucli  channels^  contrary  to  the  wishes 


and  will  of  persons  in  high  places  (Hear}.    He 
charged'  upon  the  publishers,  the  adviseiv  of  the 
publication,  and  the  consenters  thereto,  the  oiSence 
of  instilling  into  the  public  mind  poison  of  the 
rankest  description.    Could  they  be  called  docu- 
ments fit  for  the  public  at  large  to  peruse  ?  Wiere 
they  4t  to  be  laid  before  our  ivives  and  daughters  ?" 
He  spoke  on  this  subject  firom  warm  feeling;  he 
spoke  upon  it  as  an  Englishman  i—Y^Trar^ — He 
had  never,  he  repeated,  seen  any  thing  so  shameful 
and  disgusting ;  and  was  convinced,  that  there  was 
no  man  of  a  well  constituted  mind^  who  did  not 
feel  in  the  same  manner  respecting  them.    Be  the 
responsibility  on  the  heads  of  those  who  published 
them ;— of  thos^  who  advised  them  so  to  do;  and 
of  those  who  did  not  take  the  means  to  prevent  their 
publication! 

After  some  usual  busmess  on  the  17th  of  Marchi 
Mr.  Whitbread  informed  the  house,  that  sir  John 
Douglas  had  just  put  into  his  hand  a  petition,  the 
reading  of  which  he  should  move  for. 

Consent  being  given,  the  derk  read  the  petition, 
the  substance  of  which  was — •*  That  sir  John  Doug- 
las and  bis  wife,  having  been  advised  that  the  de- 
positions they  had  made  on  oath  before  the  eom* 
mi:ssi(niers  were  not  so  made  as  to  support  a  prose-* 
cation  for  peijury— feeling  the  fullest  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  their  cause, ofier  to  re-swear  to  the 
trnHi  of  such  depositions--«nd  pray  that  the  hoi^e 
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would  adopt  the  necessary  measured,  as  they  were 
anxious  not  to  deliver  themselves  thtoughahy  want 
of  legal  form  s.*" 

Upon  this,  Mr.   tVhithread  again  called  upon 
lord  Castlereagh  to  answer,  whether  those  persons 
(sir  J.  and  lady  Douglas)  whom  he  had  on  a  former 
night  stigmatised  as  degraded  and  perjured;  had 
not  been  again  examined  ?  Sir  J.  Douglas,  he  said, 
had  told  him,  that  from  February,  down  to' the 
late  debate  in  which  the  noble  lord  had  so  stigtna- 
tized  him,  lady  Douglas  had  been  examined  as  a 
credible  witness,  by  Mr.  Lichfield,  the  treasury  so- 
licitor, in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Conant.     When  sir 
John  Douglas  waited  on  his  lordship,  the  noble 
lord  denied  all  knowledge  of  s"uch  proceeding ;  and 
sir  John  Douglas  tlrcn  said,  "  If  your  lordship 
knows  it  not,  the  lord  chancellor  does."-— /^^^ar, 
hear,)    "  Gracious  heaven  !"  exclaimed  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  **  is  it  come  to  this  ?  Does  the  lord  chancel- 
lor  lend  himself  to  these  sinister  and  obscure  pro- 
ceedings ?  Are  persons  united  in  office  in  times  of 
peril  separately  carrying  on  secret  investigationis  ? 
Is  this  the  mode  state  affairs  are  now  conducted  ? 
Is  this  false  or  true  ?"     Sir  John  Douglas  says  he 
will  have  redress — **  He  knew  more,"  he  said,  **  and 
Lis  lady  knew  more  than  she  had  disclosed ;  and 
the  people  should  be  acquainted  with  all,  since 
they  were  so  wronged.*'     He  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had 
advised  a  conciliating  approach  by  her  royal  high- 
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nes8  to  the  prince^  but  these  proc^e^ingfi^li^car^ 
such  advice  unavailing, .  Emissaries  had  bi^a  4i|- 
patched,  to  pry  into  every  petty  circumstance  of 
private  life,  in  every  dirty  corner^-to  jmiquire  of 
every  human  being  who  would  swear  to  circjum^ 
stanch  he  neither  saw  nor  knew^  The  nobl^  lord 
knows  nothing  of  a]l  this ;  it  is  the  lord  high  chan- 
oellor  who  undertakes  to  provide  a  case !  to  be  art 
and  part  in  this  offence  against  decency,  justice, 
and  morality !  (JSear^  hear,  hear,/rom  all  sides. J-^ 
Are  there  any  individuds  conducting  these  pro- 
ceedings concealed  from  the  cabinet  ministers  ?  If 
SO,  had  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  any  option  but 
to  decline  serving  a  master  who  was  secretly  seryod 
by  others?  \( Hear, 'hear.)  In  tl^e  Herald  ^nA 
Post  of  Saturday  last  appeared  the  deposition  jbf 
lady  Douglas,  whose  evidence  had  been  by  tl\e 
noble  lord  pronounced  perjured.    The  sentiments 

of  the  Herald,  (from  its  display  of  the  royal  fea- 

■  •  *  ' .'  ',-1 

thers — whose  reverend  editor  had  recently  been 

•• " '  Jt 

:  distinguished  in  an  extraordinary  manner  by  church 
preferment  and  other  honours  J,  he  mu^t  suppose 
were  well  accommodated  to  the  peesonage  hi 
.whose  patronage  it  boasts.  Through  this  channel, 
those  disgusting  and  contaminating  documents  had 
been  given  to  the  public.  When.  Mr.  Perceval 
prepared  them  for  pubUcation^  he  did  it  with  a 
yiew  to. the  vindication  of  her  royal  highness ;  and 
he  had  prepared  a.  corpment^  to  prove  ^e  utter 
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fkltehood  of  the  detailsi.  Now,  'hovrerer,  when  Het^ 
royal  fai^hne<3s'8  former  advisers  had  abandoned  h& 
-«*  when  she  bad  been 


t 


*^  Deserted  at  her  utmost  need 

'*  By  those  her  former  bounty  fed,*— 

when  she  had  been  unanimously  dedared  guiltless 
by  two  cabinets— then  the  puUie  mind  is  polluted 
by  the  iniUication  of  these  veiy  docum^t^  ifor  di^^ 
reetly  the  reverse  purpose^  that  of  calumniatiiig  the" 
very  woman  whose  innocence  they  were  designed 
to  prove !  Be  (Mn  W.)  was  an  advocate  for  Jtm^- 
TICE  only :  he  claimed  it  for  the  princess  of  W^sdes^ 
fyt  it  ioigfat  be  the  case  of  any  man's  wife  or 
daughter,  Hier  royal  highness  demanded  justice. 
No,  say  ministers ;  you  shall  be  tried  in  every  ale* 
house  in  the  land,  by  the  ignorant  and  the  vil&«-we 
will  expose  you  shameless,  degraded^  naked,  un- 
protected, to  the  wondering,  multitude*  Good 
Qod !  Is  this  the  way  justice  is  administered  in- 
England  ?  Mr.  W»  said,  he  had  thought  diat  « 
prosecution  should  be  commenced  against  lady 
Douglas ;  but  he  was  informed^  that  this  was  not 
l^ally  possible.  But  something  should  be  done-^ 
both  the  prince  of  Wales  and  the  monarchy  wem 
interested  in  the  determination.  Her  royal  highr. 
ness  in  1795  married  Uie  prince— ^in  a  year  she  was 
the  mother  of  the  heir^pparent ;  but  fifteen  montlts 
had  hardly  expire^*  when  she  was  separated  ffiom 


I 

her  l;lu$band  without  ^  .Tv;liifl|^ jhavUig  ;lx|9^ 

against  her  conciuct.  Xlui»,  j$lie  was  radd^^$t^ 

ped  of  the  trappings  of  royalty^  a^^  mttiout  firiends 

to  render  seclusion  tolerable,  she  was  sent  into  pri-* 

vacy.     She  bore  her  lot  with  fortitude  till  1808^ 

when  the  voice  of  calumny  was  heard.    But  sup* 

posing  she  had  been  guilty  ^  improj^ctiii^  wh^t 

would  be  the  dedsSkm  of  the  law  in  a  private  cale'?^ 

A  foreigner  had  been  exposed  and  de$irted  by  her 

natural  prcteetor^'^her  Aiidkmi&'Mnid  the  c^uit^' 

^ouldsay»  ^'  That  faui^band  had  negleoted  IwguittCv 

dian  care,  and  ^t  waa  not  leas ^hisdSKilt  than  hen^^^if 

her  ocmduct  was  irregulac'*.  The  paincesa  of  WatHll^ 

case  was  most  sev«re-«i)i>she  bad  been  torsied  xipatt^' 

society  without  the  wdinary  means  of  amusemetit'*' 

-^without  parents  to  solace  her  for  the  loss  <^  h^'^ 

husband^ ''  who  had  perhaps  taken  an  unfoundi^  ^ 

disgust,  or  might  have  other  objects  in  proeiirii^ j^  * 

a  separation.''  Lady  Douglas  had  sworn  pdsifttely  ^  I 

that  her  royal  highness  had  been  detivercd  ol^  iT^ 

male  tiiild.  If  true,  diiscbild^  uhkss^the  bffii|4^j^l 

of«adultery,  was  the  lieir  to  the  throne.    Did'^'tMH( ' 

this  require  investigation  ?  Here  Mr.  W.  spdkei  OF'^ 

the  other  evidence  adduced,  and  of  Mrs.  Iid(f(i>1ii'^ 

partieukr,  a  woman.of  high  rank  and  respectabSiifijK't  I 

But  he  would  ask,  bow  «he  came  to  stay  witk  h^>  ^ 

royal  highness,  if  her  conduct  had  been  as  she  idi^*'^ 

scribed  ?'  Various  imprc^er  questions  had  beb»^|fut^  > 

in  the  e^scamimtion'of  this  kdy^and  Mr*  W^^tboiigl* 
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that  lords  EUenborough  and  Ersldne  bad  made  ifi* 
quiries  not  becoming  the  character  of  grave  lawyeK 
Mr.  W.  called  the  house  to  the  reooUectien  of  the 
crud  firte  (rf*  the  king's  sister,  the  late  queen  of  Den* 
mark,  who  had  been  unjustly  imprisoned  on  a  si- 
milar charge,  and  bad  died  of  grief  at  the  eailjr  age 
ci  twenty-foun    Whst  protection  had  the  princess 
of  Wales  ?  Her  father  was  dead— her  husband  bad 
withdrawn  his  protection — she  had  therefore  only 
the  people  of  England  to  call  upon ;  and .  Mr.  W.- 
now  called  upon  them,  to  protect  an  innocent,  tm- 
duced«  and  defenceless  stranger,  the  mother  of  their 
future  queen.     Mr.  W»  concluded  an  animated 
speech,  by  putting  in  copies  of  the  Morning  M^ 
raid  of  Saturday  and  Monday  last,  the  parts  of 
which  alluded  to  were  entered  as  read,  and  then 
moTed  an  humble  address  to  the  prince  regent,  ex- 
pressive of  the  deep  concern  and  indignation  whidi 
tbe  house  felt  at  publications  of  so  gross  and  scan-* 
dalous  a  nature,  so  painful  to  the  feelings  of  his 
royal  highness,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  his 
illustrious  family,  and  praying  that  his  royal  high* 
ness  would  be  pleased  to  order  proper  measures  to 
be  taken  for  bringing  to  justice  all  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  so  scandalous  a  business,  and  par  ticularly 
for  preventing  the  continuance  or  repetition  of  so 
high  an  o£fence. 

Lord  Castlereagh  agreed,  that  the  monarchy  it- 
self was  concerned  in  the  course  now  to  be  pur« 


sued,  and  thut  it  was  neTarmore  oonoemed  in  any 
thing  than  in  the  measure  now  to  be  taken  by  par-^ 
Itament.  Much  injury,  in  his  opinion,  was  to^  be 
apprehended  firom  such  speeches  as  that  which  they 
had  heard  to-night  from  the  honorable  gentleman. 
He  did  not  wish  to  interrupt  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, though  he  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  it  ap 
peared  to  him  that^the  honorable  gentleman,  under 
the  pretext  of  vindicating  the  princess  of  Wales, 
^*  had  indulged  an  illiberal,  unfair,  and,  as  he  {lord 
Castlereagh)  thought,  unparliamentary  observations^ 
on  the  conduct  of  the  prince  of  Wales  himself.'^ 

[Here  Mr.  W.  demanded  that  the  noble  lord's 
words  should  be  taken  down.  Lord  C.repeated 
them,  saying  that  Mr.  W.  had  gone  the  length  of 
stating,  that  if  the  conduct  of  the  princess  of  Wales 
was  at  all  criminal,  bar's  was  a'  crime  arising  out  of 
the  conduct  of  the  prince  of  Wales*  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  denied  what  had  now  fallen  from  the  noUe 
lord.  If  any  thing  which  had  diH>pt  from  him 
could  warrant  the  chsu^ge  made,  he  could  only  say, 
that  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention.  Lord  C 
said  that  was  quite  satisfactbify.] 

Lord  Ccutlereagh  vrent  on  to  state,  that  no  man 
regretted  the  publication  of  the  documents  more 
than  he ;  but  the  evidence  was  not  confined  to  go- 
vernment, and  those  who  had  provoked  the  disclo- 
sure were  alone  to  blame.     He  could  hardly  deal 

gravely  with  such  a  motion :  the  house  had  no  right 

9  li 


to  discuss  such  qu^tions.  H^  hdd  never  pt^ 
Aounced  a  verdict  of  acquittid  <m  her  royal  h^^ 
liess ;  he  had  given  no  opinion ;  as  a  t^rivy  coUiicil- 
Ibr  he  had  only  said,  that  there  was  ino  proof  of 
criminality  on  the  part  of  the  princess,  for  that 
the  evidence  against  her  was  either  whoRy  coiitia- 
dieted,  or  not  entitled  to  any  credit  Every  sob- 
ject  had  a  right  to  be  debmed  innocent  till  declared 
gtiilty  by  the  law.  As  to  the  question  of  inquiry 
being  now  pending,  he  should  say  nothmg,'  nor 
would  he  consent  to  be  thus  catechised. 

Mr.  Ponsofiby  would  vote  for  the  motion;  but 
would  have  ctU  the  printers  prosecuted  who  had 
published  those  scandalous  documents. 
'  Mr  SathurH  was  of  a  very  different  opinii»i. 
The  printers  were  not  the  authors  of  the  calumny ; 
let  that  be  remembered. 

Mr.  Stephen  rose  to  protect  the  memory  of  his 
deal"  friend  Mr.  Percevial,  whose  morality  had  been 
impeached  for  preparing  such  documents  for  the 
public  ey^.  He  maintained  that  Mr.  P.  co4Id 
not  do  otherwise  than  give  them  entire,  for  the  put- 
pose  of  vindicating  the  innocence  of  her  royal  high- 
ness. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  having  entered  the  house, 
observed,  that  he  had  not  been  present  at  the  exa- 
mination of  Mrs.  Lisle ;  but  from  all  he  had  wit- 
nessed  during  the  examinations,  they  were  eon- 
ducted  by  the  noble  lords,  as  he  thought,  with  the 
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Mr,  t/l  i£?wif/&  ^pok^  with  jujst  ind^gnatipq  of  .tl)p 
disgusting  4ej»4]s ;  ^d  said,  that  somehow  prothi^ 
it  so  happened^  that  the  learoed  gentleman'^  oicv 
rality,  (]^|n  Stephen's)  always  cbiiqed  JA^with  %kf 
directions  of  ministers  I     .  ,-   .     . 

i:  Sir  Tlumas  Plomer  s^j^  that  in ;  poncert  with 
his  deceased  fiiend.atid  lo4rd,]£ldQD^hehac(  advised 
the  letter  of  the  princa^  to  the  l^in^  m  )^Sp7,  ,as 
he  conceived- some  step  was  necpasaiy^fx),  h^ivj^^. 
cation,  after  charge  had  bej^n  jpa^^^  sjil^ee^ 
life  and  honor.       ,,  ,  ,     .  ,  5,  ;  ,  ,^^^  ^,^^, 

Mr.  21(erfii?y  wish^  tQ  i?Wi.  ^l>y  spr^^.^j^ 
were  not  as  necessary  nowias  ofi  that  pGq^^n,^/:H^ 
wished  to  know  i)f  wliat  autfhorityMr^  fjoi;^ 
had  called  for  the  evidence  gf  ^pypeyrspp  |7|:j  J^^ 
^subject  ? .  Why  the  privy  council^  hei^g.still  i^/;fuil 
•  wigoiuc,  if  not  aboyndipg.  in  wwdoui,  he  i[I^*  (^i^t) 
^ahpidd  undwtake  to  |iiedd)e.wit;h.niatters/^r$^^ 
iHedid  not  sp^ak:  frptp  bis  own  knovirledge|.?hiit 
•there  were  straBgexu^oi^s  a^oat  ^i^is  itoya]^  higpr 
jtesiE^ !he  su^peetedt  bad  ^bpd ^adv*^!?^,^^^^ 
suppose  that  he  knew  the  person  who  advise^,  the 
,  fitubUcatPipa  ir>  questipn»  ^a^  ^^at  -  tl^e  hwf^e^  teiew 
iiia)^  trould  i)>eiie  be  »  doi^Jt, :tb^,thf^^  .wpiili^^jpn- 
■jdwxm.Jhiro,  that  .tbfyiWuld^^S-ti^pf  ii^y^i^iQyjjc^n- 
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spiracies,  of  a  conspiracy  between  the  Douglisari 
bak  therc  imight    be  conspiracues  and  ^cblli^n 
ekeiwhere.  i .  if  the  ministers  wiei^  aoceflHoiy  to  idiif 
ast,  tbere^^ere  tio  ter^ms^  of  teecration  ^trolig^ndiighf 
ta  es^press  iiia  abhorrence  of  ^  their  conduet.^v.l(E£ 
they  will  publisK  their  own  case,  let  ikutm  puliilisii^ 
a  ^mse^  nrhicb  tfaey  beliey^»  not  one  which  4)kky  iUve 
awwsttA  aver  again  declared  4;o  be  false,  maKcioaflt* 
and  unfounded;   if  they  will  appeal  tcr  erridttitoi^i 
let!  thfoi  ^ot  appeal  to  that  which  they  tbelnsel^es 
deblar&to.be  perjured  ilnd  degraded  evidenue^^hnoni 
QC>nsidjelr>  this^  as  a  necessary  set-off  against  the  TQDf> 
diet  of  >acquittal  pronounced  by  the  privyicouw^ 
With  these  floating  rumours,  with  these  oontsat^i 
dietory  opinions^  with  all  these  whisperings  ^  and 
conspiracies  and  .  secret  examinations,  the  csa^i 

BACTBB  OE  THE  WHOLE  Oi^  THE  KOYAL  F^MttT^- 

i?Uk»  FAixiNG  Into  contempt,  and  nobody  eould: 
teU  whe^  it  Would  end.  Mr.  Tiemey  was  notibn- 
prosecuting  the  printers  of  the  papers,  l»it  thoixgfake. 
that  tbey  ought  to  be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  hcMisey^ 
tb:  e»i8wer  by:  ivhose  auUK)rity  they  had  pubU^hedb 
the  depo^tions:  before  the  privy  council,  ano:  frmii)! 
whom  they  had  receiyed  them.  He  shouldi'mmftt. 
this  as j  an  amendment:  to  his  honorable  fri^iid'a. 
notion.  (A  C9^'<)fm»>^  move!/  .  .  .^^^^.y,; 
'/Mti'  WMtbread,  saidp.  he  ^hduld  iv^t  objeota^^ 


»/■  ■ 


E  m  3 

MrilHeme^  then  =  xipoved/Jthat  ibm  ainil 

publishea*  of  the  Inning' <Skrcddi  lakid  AtefbfiBaiQ 
y^^rds  added^  o£ '  iiK  Mornirij^i  I^st^- *dwi^  .bm 
<;dlled  to  the  bac  o£  the  house  to^orroiir^^to  apswcilf 
t^:&em  questions.  •  ■•■■  -^  ■:••  '■•.  •  '•-^."'  *  ..^-JN-ii^j  Wj-^^  v^ri^t 
'  <Mr.  Ryder  -declared^  that  Ithe^  pi»|)OGiod(iimeiid^ 
vaent  was  more  prepostero^  .tiimi /rtbe  jfisr^^iib 
iiwtion  itself.        .'  ■  ■  -^     ij  Ivriioiiw-lnitx 

*  >•  Mr.  CtMning'  had  always^;  disappioVed^riiifrfthei 
publication  of  the  l^qok^  ^  •  iWliendie  ;£jrstJ  reteiiisdda£ 
copy  fr6m-Mn.'F^it!ey^K  he^seiifciiaiiitbatfbik^^ 
note :  5' I  have  received ymir  book pJjBxifi.sdnytdib 
halt  appeared ;  it;  will  certainly  eome  dut^soriie  Hvtikf 
or:  other  ;^  and  that  you  may  know  ijaiat  tit  isrciterfe 
from  my  copy,  I  return  you  the^onbiyourfajn^iasait) 
mei^'y  He '  thought  it  a  vain  e»deavoiH;t>fi»iriai]H|n[ 
liiinister  to  thixik  of  removing  dishk^;  Dr;>douigr 
swky  personal*  prejudibfes ;  }bi!i4;che''4Ailn:^tivtUiti 
fMii^^sxieh  arrangea^ais  might. have) hfe^Drtiafecasi 
wcfoMthave  preserrt^d  the  public  fedhotgis  afid  {Inbh^ 
deeenidy  frond' beimg  gkock^d;  smdr/he^conceivcdt 
thalntnmistem'Xnu^  have  befeii'  higiilyfooflpalfl^  3i^ 
aUterth^^e^trictidns  wer^^  taken^  off,  Ib^y/^had  raader 
itDbfiuch  efiftift'  '  Miu' Carim^'i^noludedr<  hf  tkH 
pressing  his  hope  tbat>#  sp^S)gd]^^^n$'  laiisfflcddDjin 
t^mfTn^n^'^bvild^b^  pdti!  to»llie  di^^nilioHil  oif  iftis 
subject — discussions  which  overwhelmed  the  public 
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in  agitation,  whioh  weve  tainting  the  mindt  i(od 
morals  of  the  present  generation,  and  conveyed*^ 
legacy  of-impurity/to  posterity. 

Mr.  Whitbread  defended  his  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  calculated  to  obtain  that  very 
information  which  the  amendment  proposed  to  ar*- 
rive  at  in  a  more  direct  way.  He,  however,  agreed 
to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  amendment,  which 
was  put»  and  negatived  without  a  division.^^Adf 
joumed. 

On  March  18th,  the  honorable  C  Johnstone  said, 
that  he  should,  on  Wednesday  nei^t,  (March  9Sd«) 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  a  motion 
on  the  subject  of  the  petition  of  sir  J.  Douglas.-*— 

On  the  S2dj  Mr.  Wfiilhread  to^e,  and  observed, 
that  he  had  read  part  of  a  paper  to  tlie  house  the 
other  night,  on  the  subject  of  the  examination  into 
the  conduct  of  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of 
Wales :  he  had  then  stated,  that,  if  he  should  £nd 
that  any  imposition  had  been  practised  upon  him, 
lie  would  readily  and  publicly  acknowledge  it  in 
his  place.  He  had  just  learned,  from  a  short  report, 
that  a  high  authority  in  another  place  had,  in  a 
very  temperate  way,  declared  that  paper  to  .he  a 
fabrication  from  beginning  to  end,— ^an  entitle  &lse- 
hood,— and  had  imputed  weakness  to  him  for  bar^ 
ing  used  it.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  discovered  no  adf- 
ditional  reasons  for  supposing  that  the  questions 
stated  in  the  paper  in  question  were  not  put,  ex- 


eept  inthax  ditelaitiiterof  tlMii^  4Bd:ihi«r4$e)cte^i<HI 
df- the  falsdidod  ci^iitMMlmi^ntitm^^V^  t^^iWUm 
to  which  it  would  not  1^  qttiter;tfgu)9i^.:f^^^ 
more  particalariy  1;o  tlludeii  He  fdt*  ther^lisre, 
tinder  these  dtcuttsteiitie^;  that  it  would  kfi}  b^t 
justice  in  him  to  apprise  th^  witom  (Mr8«  J^i^o) 
bfibe  noistter;  and  if  sheako  ditekim^^  i|y  thjS^ 
ti^e  disavowal  would  be  cosafiete ;  ;and  he  j^au|4 
lie' very  ready  to  aeknowled{(e  that  i»  hvdhsm^ 
imposed  Upon.  Bujfc  until  ilhe  had  seeii^jU^gi^ 
questions  md  amWHB,  wUdi  weti^:  s|a^  1fft>be 
impositions  upon  him,  a^Ml  unti}-)iehad  rec^iiB^ 
her  answer  respecting  theiUr  ho-must  «Ufl^|i4i#iAd 
declaration  of  h£S  belief  in  tb^  laipostw^*  ,  .^u  ^,y 
/.■  Mr,  Tierney  and  Mr.  BathurH  expressed  Ibeir 
opinions  that  as  the  paper  in  question  had  b^ii 
declared  to  be  a  fabticatipn  from  $uc^  high  aqt^ 
iities»  Mn  Whitbre^  should  not  prpoeed  %tl}fr; 
in  the" business.  .'..••  :..•.= ^.  :  -  ; ..; .  :•  ..,*  ..  .-o/^,  j^ 
-  ,3!his^  however,  Mr.  Whitjbcead^if/^ld^ 
W,  but r4eelar^  his  intmtion  of  ^pplyiingjW^, Jjlx^ 

lisle.'     .   •■■  -  -  ..  :     .  ^  ::rJ  -.R-    .-^H.prii 

-  On  the  aJdf  Mjr.  J^iWi&rejflM^  r^g^^ 
begged  permission  to  men^ti&n  Mrbat  had,  pa«ie4, jfjH^ 
eofnM^qumeepf  the  step  h^  had  |ali;w^  p^jr^i^^^j^ 
wb^t  he  st^ed  ia  the, house  Uu^t.nigJ^^lsJ^^^  ^^l^j^ 
tSon  wlfttive  to  «  ccirtain  pap^;  from[  wl^h  h^  ^^ 
jreaiA'parts  a  few  nighf^  agQf.apucerpii^g  t^^^ 
tMjnsioto  the  Oi^ndutl^  pf  the  p^iKe$^  of  Wiijlj^ 


He  had  stated  that  copies  of  the  depositions  had 
been  published ;  and  Uiat  he  understood  that  tnanj 
of  those  copies  published  in  the  newspapers  were 
incorrect  He  had  also  stated  farther,  that  H  was 
his  opinion,  '*  That  if  the  questions  which  were  put 
to  Mrs.  Lisle,  according  to  the  paper  he  had  read, 
had  been  published  along  with  the  deposition,^  the 
unfavorable  impressions  against  the  princess  -  of 
Wales  conveyed  by  the  deposition,  would  be  greatly^ 
relieved.  But  it  certainly  was  in  the  recollection 
of  the  house,  thafhe  had  never  said  of  the  four  noble 
lords  commissioners,  that  they  had  fabricatedy  or 
&dsified,  or  withheld  evidence  given  before  them. 
What  he  had  said   was  this:    that  if  the  paper 

• 

put  into  his  hand  was  correct  in  that  point,  respect- 
ing  the  question  put  to  Mrs.  Lisle,  as  to  her  opin- 
ion whether  the  princess  of  Wales  conducted  her- 
self as  a  married  woman  ought  to  conduct  herself, 
contrasting  her  supposed  conduct  with  that  which 
became  a  married  woman,  then,  unquestionably 
he  found  that  there  was  no  answer  given  to  that 
question.  He  never  said  that  the  commissioners 
kept  back  any  part  of  the  statements.  He  had 
not  read  all,  but  only  a  part  of  the  questions  said 
to  have  been  put ;  and  he  had,  in  observation, 
added  his  opinion,  (the  opinion,  of  course,  of  an 
ignorant  person)  "That  certain  questions  ought 
not  to  have  been  put  to  Mrs.  I-.isle." — ^He  had  cer- 
tainly supposed  and  believed,  tli&t  the  questions 
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had  been  put  down  as  well  as  the  answers.  If  he 
could  pot  state  the  autBentidty  of  the  paper,  still 
he  did  not  think  himself  imposed  upon.  Respect- 
ing lus  idea  of  the  questions  being  put  down,  he 
could  say,  that  he  knew  that  in  commissions  insti- 
tuted either  by  act  of  parliament,  or  by  the  crowii, 
on  which  reports  were  made,  the  questions  put 
were  always  taken  down  and  recorded.  Such  was  ' 
also  the  case  in  similar  matters  in  the  court  of 
chancery.  He  was,  therefore,  misled  by  those 
considerations,  in  the  belief  that  a  similar  practice 
had  obtained  in  this  instance.  He  was  extremely 
sorry  that  his  honorable  and  learned  friend  (sir  S. 
Komilly )  was  not  now  in  his  place ;  but  he  never- 
theless felt  it  expedient  to  give  the  house  the  re- 
sult of  his  inquiries  into  the  subject.  He  was  con- 
vinced, that  the  paper  could  not  be  received  as  an 
authentic  document,  after  what  had  fallen  from  his 
learned  friend :  but  he  was  still  impressed  with  the 
beKef,  that  the  witness  considered  it  as  correct.  In 
introducing  it  he  stated  it  as  an  illustration  of  his 
argument,  and  had  said,  that  if  the  examinations 
had  gone  forth  along  with  the  depositions,  the  sting 
would  have  been  taken  out  of  the  deposition  of 
Mrs.  Lisle.  He  had,  pursuant  to  what  he  stated  ^ 
in  the  house  last  night,  written  a  letter  to  Mrs. 
Lisle,  which  he  should  trouble  the  house  by  readinjr. 

3S 
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f  •  (copy.) 

LETTER  TO  MRS.  LISLE 

^  H&iutcfCmnnuma,  Mareh  9St,  1  811. ' 

'' Deau  Madam, 

*'  I  dm  exceedingly  sorry  to  be  troublesome  to 
you,  and  espedatly  on  such  an  occasicm :  bat  when 
T  have  stated  the  cause  to  you,  I  have  ito  doubt 
you  Veil!  acknowledge  the  necessity  I  dm  under  <^ 
addressing  you.  * ' 

**  On  Wedn^day  last,  before  I  went  to  the  house 
of  (ibtntiibn^  a  piaper  Was  put  into  my  hand^  dT 
which  I  send  you  a  copy  enclosed. 

/*  I  was  assured  it  contained  an  authentic  account 
pf  your  examination  before  the  lords  commissioners, 
on  the  conduct  of  the  princess  of  Wales. 

.  *'  Believing  in  the  integrity  of  the  person  who 
made  the  communication  to  me,  I  used  (as  I  was 
told  I  .might  truly  do)  the  paper  in  the  house  of 
comrnons^  and  as  I  thought  that  justice  demaqd^ 
Xjibquld. 

;  ■      .y  \  > 

ii^^,**  Juprd  EUenborough  has  this  evening, declared, 

.  ■  ■  '"■■''■"*■•■..■■■.■■  - 

in  the.housetpf  lords,  that  the  p^iper  is  a  fa}^se  f^bri* 
cation,  as  I  understood  from  those  who  heard  him ; 
and  that  the  other  commissioners  have  expressed 
their  opinions,  althbugh  mdrfe  mildly,  to  the  same 

^  -■       ii    >'  I,  t/'        :■      -u     '•     ■*  ■      *■' 

effect. 

•■*'  ■  «    ■'  ■■ 

^iin  **^^  WPj^^stancj^d,  I  am  compelled  to  ask  you^ 
>?v'hether  you  agree  in  the  character  ascribed  to  the 
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paper  by  the  noble  lords.  If  you  do,  I  shall  only 
hare  to  lament,  that  I  have  been  imposed  upon^ 
and  to  admowledge  the  ipqij^itioii  practised  upon 
me. 

**  If  the  paper  should  ever  before  have  b^u  seen 
by  you,  I  shall  be  extremely  glad  to  repeiye  all 
suidi  i&formattpa .  jss  you  may  jbave  it  in  your 
power  to  give  respecting  it;,  that  I  may  trace  (he 
fabrieation  to  its  author*  I  hftve  the  honor  to  be, 
dear  madam. 


''  Your  faitibful  servwt. 


■t..  -.1? 


J  /  - 


n 


sAMimh  yfi^'^Bj^^A)^,  ,^ 


Mr.  Whithread  said,  be  teleefed  **  tM  sbftCM 

words''  used  by  the  leidrn^d  '  Ibrd;  Thire '  vrtre 
"  other  words*'  used,  which  were  banished  ttatcL  the 
communications  of  the  intermediate  ranks  of  so- 
ciety :  words  which  were  not  considered  for  per- 
sonal justification,  or  even  for  ofibnce.  In  the  hwM 
ranks f  indeed,  they  had  sunk  into  disregard ;  and 
if  they  could  find  a  plaoe  in  the  higher  ranks/;  it 
must  be  only  in  the  sacred  person  of  the  lord  lihifef 
j  ustice  of  England.  Toi;his  letteir  %e  had  received 
an  ihSW^i- from  Mrs.  Lisle,  whichheabo  read;*  ^  ' 

."'.'•■;     i  '  •       ■  , 

.,;     ..  ,,.    .  ANSWER.     ■.     .    .   .  ,:^„,. 


''  Dear  I^ib, 


Canbuiy,  Marcb  23,  l$\S. 


,  **  I  received  your  lettqr^  witn  the  dtfcdtopanying 
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toeount  of  my  examination  ^h^n  before  the  lords 
tommitsioners  in  the  year  1806 ;  atid  haring  com- 
pared it  with  the  original  document,  I  find  them 
exactly  isimilar. 

^<  On  my  return  firom  the  lords  commissioners,  I, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  committed  to  paper 
the  questions  which  had  been  put  to  me^  and  ray 
answers ;  and  I  transmitted  a  copy  to  the  prinoejut 
of  Wales,  haying  previously  received  her  loyal 
highness*s  commands  so  to  do. 

^'  It  has  never  been  my  intention  to  set  up  these 
recollections  against  my  deposition ;  and  as  little 
has  it  been  my  wish  that  they  should  be  made 
public.  Indeed,  so  scrupulous  have  I  been  in  this 
respect,  that,  with  the  exqeption  of  the  copy  sent 
to  the  princess,  immediately  after  my  examination, 
the  paper  now  in  question  was  not,  till  very  re- 
cently, seen  by  my  nearest  connections ;  even  now 
it  would  not  have  been  seen  by  them,  had  not  er- 
roneous  statements,  and  garbled  extracts  from  my 
deposition,  appeared  in  some  of  the  public  papers. 

"  How  the  paper  has  found  its  way  into  yofur 
hands,  I  guess  not  As  I  have  Already  stated,  it 
lias  not  been  any  act  or  intention  of  mine ;  but  cer- 
tainly  the  paper  which  you  have  sent  me,  is  a  cor- 
rect copy  of  the  one  that  I  had  written.  I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

*•  Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

•^HESTER  LISLE.* 
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•    Now,  (Mn  Wr*iihsenr€d),:bcf^^4^^ 
the  house  iK)r  the  pal^ciivoiUd^yth^Ji^^j^^ 
imposed  uponl'-^fSeaVji  hearf/or  that  thei^^.vp^ 
any  intermediate  fabrication  by  the  pe^soii ,  who 
gave  him  the  paper^or  by  Mrs.  Lisl^h^^lf.  Y^a> 
The  paper  contained  the  quentii^ns.and  anslvejra  p^t 
dcrwn  by  Mrs.  L,  on  her  xetui:ii .;from  the  mvesti- 
gation  :  but  Mrs.  L.  obseryedi,  that  shi^di^i^pt  set 
up  her  recollections  against  the  depp^on  ^  n? jitl^r 
did  he.     It  was  fitting  to  remark  a  ^ix]tgpla^  WW^ 
dence:    Mrs.  Lisle  wrote  from;  he;r  ret^pUof  tibn ; 
but  there  was  no  difference  in. thfiui^ 
down,  and  those  stated  in  tli/f  d&pq^Uyfi^  .^xwp^%% 
vne  instance.    ^The  answ^s  followed  in  ^^ff}^^ 
exactly- the  same  order,  in  the  account  of  the^^xa- 
mination  and  in  the  deposition.    He  mu^t  r^u:^ 
to  his  original  intention,  and  say,  ths^t  he  i^hQVlM 
have  thought  it  unfortunate  for  the  qausp  piT^  JJUIS- 
lice,— and  that  he^hpuld  have  cppsidered  h^im^ 
^extremely  blameablep  if  he ,  had  not,  ,undp^,  ^l^the 
c}rourastance$i  endeavoured  to  take ,  the  st^g  out 
of  the  depc^ition.    Tbere^  then«  the  house  ^|id>  s^n 
acoount^of  the  way  in  ifirhich  the  e^mination^^as 
taken.    If  t\i^  questions  were  strongly  st^ed|^.  ari^ 
the  commissiQuers  could  contradict  the  acgp^qit^  U 
HvaSfSo  fay  weJJ.    Kor  hispwp  pairt^  h<^  coul^.not 
throw  any  such  imputation  upon  Mrs.  Lisle^  as  ^ 
imagineihat  sl^e  ha^  ^f:^  ^.^^ighte&t  ^ttempt  at 
fabric^tioT^    ^]fifw  ^as»  indeed,  in  another  part  of 


the  paper  itself,  internal  evidence  of  its  [authentic 
dty ;  for  in  taxing  her  memory »  'Urs.  Lisle  ha4^ 
in  one  instance,  said,  that  she  could  not  put  down 
an  answer  to  one  question,  having  forgotten  the 
precise  answer  which  she  made  to  it. 

He  felt  very  sorry,  in  these  unfortunate  drcum- 
stancei^  to  have  done  any  thing  which  could  give 
pain  to  noble  lords,  and  friends  for  whom  he  enter- 
tained a  high  respect ;  or  to  any  magistrate,  such 
partieulajrly  as  the  lord  chief  justice  of  the  King's 
Bench ;  but  he  had  felt  the  paramount  importanoQ 
of  a  sense  of  justice  to  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the 
business,  and  which  occasioned  his  comments.  On 
that  feeling  he  relied,  and  was  upheld  by  itLnow.--- 
He  thought  it  his  duty  to  take  some  course  for  set* 
ting  himself  right ;  and  he  placed  himself  on  the 
justice  of  the  house. 

After  a  few  words  in  observation  from  lord 
Castlereagh,  and  from  sir  Francis  JSurdett,  in  high 
approval  of  the  Conduct  of  Mr.  Whithread,  the  con- 
versation dropt. 

]Mr.  Cochrane  Johnstone^  after  a  short  speech, 

moved  a  resolution  to  the  following  effect ; — 

"  That  the  petition  of  sir  John  Douglas  on  be- 
half of  himself  and  lady  Charlotte,  his  wife,  is  re- 
garded by  this  house  as  an  audacious  attempt  to 
give  a  colour  of  truth  to  the  most  atrocious  false- 
hoods against  the  honour  and  life,  peace  and  happi- 
ness, of  the  princess  of  Wales.** 


\ 
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Mr.  Herhett  objected  to  that  house'  prejuflguig  a 
question,  which  might  afterwaidr  dome  befoce  it 
in  a  bill  of  attainder.  .         .    ^ 

There  was  a  loud  cry  of  queHidn,  when 

Mr.  Whithread  rose  dnd  sdid^  there  was  an  rA^ 
vious  reason  why  the  house  could  not  concur  in  the 
fnotion  of  the  honorable  member,  for  they  bad  no 
ground  on  which  to  proceed,  baring  no  minutes  <tf 
the  evidence,  nor  any  of  the  procee<fings  before 
them,  on  which  if  was  pttyposed  to  pass  the  resolii* 
tion,  which  declared  that  Ar  Johii  Douglas  bad  at- 
tempted, by  his  petition,  to  set  up  evidence  whidh 
bad  been  proved  to  be  fidse.  It  was  still  his  opl^ 
hion,  from  every  step  that  was  taken  in  the  disAis^ 
sion  of  this  unfortunate  business,  that  the  evidence 
was  false  and  malicious,  and  that  a  wicked  conspi- 
racy had  existed  against  the  life  and  h<»ior  of  the 
princess ;  yet,  he  thought  it  better  for  the  house  not 
to  take  this  into  their  consideration;  but  to  get  rid 
of  it,  either  by  moving  the  previbus  question,  oif  tb* 
order  of  the  day.  -     i 

Sir  F,  Burdett  said,  that  though  it  was  apparent 
that  the  question  could  not  be  pressed,  the  "Bou^e 
was  in  an  awkward  predicament ;  that  the  petition 
lying  on  the  table,  the  house  would  app^r  to  0^^ 
countenance  to  those  falsehoods  and  calumnies.^ '  i^ir 

John  Douglas  must  have  known  that  his  petition 

".''■"-.-  I.  ■  ■ '  ■         ■ . .  ■    •  ■       ■ ' . 

cduld  not  be  acceded  to ;  and  were  it  not  bis  prin- 
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dpie  that  all  petitions  ought  to  b#  rt»Atedi  he 
should  have  opposed  its  reception. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Hemeyf  Mt 
the  proper  method  of  getting  rid  of  the  resolatioB^ 
a  inotion  of  adjournment  was  proposed  by  the. se& 
,  citor-general,  and  aeoeded  to. 

On  the  81st  'M.t.  Whitbread  said,  it  was  wd^L 
great  pain  and  reluctance  he  rose  to  call  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  house  to  a  subject  which  he  had  hqped^ 
was  at  rest  for  ever.    The  public  mind  was  quiet 
under  the  conviction  of  the  innotence  of  her  royd. 
highness  the  princess  of  Wales,  and  all  secret  ex-^ 
aminations,  with  respect  to  her  conduct,  had,  ashe^ 
was    informed,  ceased.      This  circumstanoe  waa 
strengthened  by  the  visit  which  the  princess  Chan- 
lotte  of  Wales  was  allowed  to  make  to  her  mothei^ 
and  the  general  sensation  upon  that  permission 
was  such  as  to  predict  a  future  pleasing  consequence 
from  the  termination  of  those  distressing  transactions. 
He  was  however  checked  in  his  expectations  that 
the  subject  was  at  rest  for  ever,  upon  seeing  a  letter 
in  a  newspaper,  signed  ''Moira,"  addressed  by  his 
lordship  to  a  brother  mason,  in  which,  allbding  to 
his  examination  of  the  servants  of  lord  Kardley,  in 
1805,  the  noble  lord  remarks  as  follows  :*— 

•*  When  the  prince  did  me  the  honor  of  relating 
to  me  this  representation  of  lord  Eardley's,  expres- 
sing great  uneasiness  that  the  asserted  notoriety  of 
the  interviews  at  Belvidere,  and  the  comments  of 
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the  ntighfaaurs^ahoald  fiirae  bim  to  i^  any  puliKe 
ftteps»  I  luggerted  tbe  poniUUty:  j|tMit!:ihfwiKU|^ 
farnuMppneheiiaion'of  the  drenvitaBMCB  (  and  I 
entmted  that;  before  any  .otbet:  prwedore  ahooU 
be  determintd  upon,  J  mighfc  flmdibvfcbe  Btewaid 
(Kauiy)  and  the  porter  (^Jonathan  Pattridge)  td 
examine  them.  Tliia  was  permitted.'  I  HOi  £» 
the  lervantB  and  questioned  them.  My  report  to 
the.prinoe  was^  that  the  matter: had: oocavmied 
veiy  £ttle  chsemtiM  in  thai  houses  none:  at  aU  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  that,  it  fwi  entirely  lUW 
necessary  forhis  royal  h^^faneis  t^  notice,  it  in  anjf 
shape.  T%e  servants,  had  been  49fl«ed >  by  i loe 
never  t&  talk upoiii the/ inbjeot^  lofd  ]Sf||»H^ -wqi 
infi»rmed  that  his  oonoeption  of  what  had  bee& 
stated  fay  the  servants  was  found  to.  be  uiaeeurater} 
no  mention  was  ever,  niade  1^  any  onei  not  even  to 
the  lords  who  conducted  the  inquiry  three  years 
aftenrardsp  of  the  partaeulars  related  l^.  the  servantd^ 
and  the  circumstance  never  would  bavp,  :beeii 
known  at  all,  bad  not  the  legal  advi«eKi»  of  jtbe  pfinr 
cess,  for  the  sake  of  putting  a  false  cqImv  on  that 
investigation,  indiscreetly  brought  it  forward* 
The  death  of  Kenny,  in  the  interval,  tempted  them 
to  risk  this  procedure*  Jonathan  Partridge  having 
been  l^own,  at  the  time  when  h^  was  questioned, 
to.  be  devoted  to  the  princess,  from  his  own  declara- 
tion to  the  steward,,  no  one  cian  doubt,  but  that  h^r 
rayal.highnesa  would  tl)e.nes;t  day  be  inibrmed  b^ 
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him  Qf  hk  having  been  examined.  The  measm 
was  most  offensive^  if  not  justified  bjr  some  iin- 
oommon  peculiarity  of  cdrcumstauce.  Yet  absoIu<^ 
silenoe  is  preserved  upon  it  for  so  long  a  period  l^ 
her  royalfaighness*s  advisers ;  a  forbearance  only  to 
be  solved  by  their  being  too  cautious  to  touch  uppn 
the  point  while  Kenny  was  alive."  . 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  this  passage  eyidentkr 
implied  that  Kenny's  evidence  was  un&vourable  to 
the  character  o£  her  royal  highness,  and  as  it  was 
hijt;tily  necessary  lord  Moira  should  explain  ibe 
business  before  he  departed  for  India,  he  moved, 
'' That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  lords,  to  desii;e 

m 

their  lordships  to  grant:  leave  that  the  earl  of  Moira 
should  be  called  before  this  house,  to  give  an  ex- 
planation at  the  bar,  touching  certain  matters  with- 
in his  knowledge  relating  to  her  royal  highness  the 
princess  of  Wales." 

'^'  Tlie  Speaker  su^ested,  that  the  motion  was  ir- 
regular, there  being  no  inquiry  before  the  house; 
and  Mn  Ponsonby  opposed  it  upon  the  same 
ground  as  being  unprecedented. — ^The  motion  was 
therefore  negatived. 

i.  The  following  correspondence  took  place  between 
lord  Moira  and  Mr.  Whitbread : — 

'  V  Dear  Sie,  Jpril  2(1,  1813. 

"The  first  report  of  what  had  passed  in  the 

house  of  commons  made  me  conceive  that  your 

piotediiire.hiad  been  hostile,  and  the  matter  was  the 


^&ibre  inexplicatile  to  incf,  fr6m  my  "thinkuig  'that 
your  access  to  cfocmnenti^  as  weH  as  the  cony tesa- 
tions  you  had  held  with  me,  ought  to  have  seeuved 
me  frotn  any  minipprehension  dn'th^  pcnnts  agi- 
tated.     From  that  impression  I  i  fimnd  myself 
strangely  embarrassed,  about  an  explanation^  whieh 
I  was  at  the  same  time  highly  solicitous  to  gim^ 
I  felt  invincible '  repugnance  to.  answering  ybtA  in 
ah  assembly  where  you  could  not  reply^  and  to 
direct  an  address  to  yourself  was  precluded  Ivji  W^M 
I  had  understood  as  the  tone  taken  by  you.'^ltie 
correct  statement  of  your  speech  in  Tke  Morning 
Chronicle,  which  I  must  consider  ar  the  trtie^  ver- 
sion, has  done  away  all  difficulty;  and  I  am  truly 
indebted  to  you  for  having  now  the  meafts  of  oor- 
recting  an  ambiguity,  if  any  thing  of  the  aovt^be 
Supposed  to  exist  in  my  statement^    Loannot  lay, 
that  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  any  iBfxprefl»(m;ic|f 
mine  is  equivocal,  but  if  there  be  rooto  ^fi^r  a  d6«ble 
construction,  even  fi*om'  a  want  of  ^adventwreHn 
persons  to  the  context, '  I  must  thmk  myself  tfor^ 
tuhate  in  an  opportunity  of  rendering  the  pointB 
distinct.  ■  >     r  ..o, 

"Your  remarks  attatek  upon  twd  passages;  that 
which  represents  Jonathan  Partridge  as  i/eM/^  t6 
the  princess  of  Wales ;  and  that  which  surmises 
the  existdnce  6f  Kenny  t6  hiaf^e  been  a  chec^^  on 
the^  adviseriS  of  her  royal  highni^.  ••  *  cmn. 
•^  T?he  word  ifftyofetf 'presented  itself  to  i»e,^'fiom 
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uMiywtA'it^iti^M  other  MnierkbiB;tiiiit'iirfakdD  it 
i«M¥iltt«iid«d  ttf  beM  birMtflk  lilf  %iite  sAppoMi 
mpaAt<4  tmi^iyingi  tluvk  Jbnattian Ptatrtdge  1^ 
Ifi'thd  ptf^  i>f  the  piftMM^  ^  m  conniiated  asio/be 
4hi6  IfistroiMiit  iff  any '  friaiis,  I  totailyi;  disarrotvr^ay 
tmh  MnettniAg^*«4t  tteaningf  isidseil^  not  necottcUe- 
abto>  «>  the  detuils;  3^  p«rtieiikia^?Mttted[l% 
Keim^  ctfiifly  ihdicated  faiavcoiiceptioft^te 
tlHit  Piirtyidge:  was  won  into  admintloiKiiiif  tiieieon* 
^ideTunon  wild  Mbefality  a£  th&.prineesv^aiildri(as 
tbMise^  iesd«^tis  to  teatify  attachflaegftt.  To  idn^e 
ibat  a^irmiH- tiftcier  the  ianflmnoe  4>f  that  scb^attt, 
wocddnot  barten^  to  loake a  merit  oC^ iiti|mvtiiig 
that  ^he  bad  been  examtn^d  respoeting  bet  niyal 
bighness^  wmM  bid  to  know  nofhijig  of  bitia^im 
uttute;-  ^fais  diaposttkni  led  bim  kitoa  aopfata* 
MIdw  wbiprii  yeur  stafeEoent  (^iges  me  ik»w  4o 
ikftio^  thdugb-  it  Ww  not  lieoes^ary  tbat^I^iboiild 
iUQifiradvelrt^ti]^n  it  in  th«  lettei;  t€  miisie^  whteh 
w^s  the  gYouMt  of  yofur'  motion;  The  omianMato 
whiob  I  am  pointtog  will  defipe  tbe  seoond  pdyuage; 
yet  I  must  say,  I  do  not  comprehend  b»w 'any 
maa,  who^tefleeib^  ibr  a  moment,  CMildlmdefatahd 
thak  "paasageaa  pointing  at  thij  priooeflt*  Wbat 
ccmaaiquence  to  lier  royal  highneM  could  attMd  the 
bringing  forward  the  discuMioQ  while  Keni^  ^as 
alive^  when  the  whdie  matter-  <(a»Tdated(  tocher) 
WM^dtsmiiMed  in  1803»^wben  iKeniiy  i^  fovttlDOfn- 
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'dare  houi^,  'With  three '  ladi^  md;  a  ^  gentiegpM. 

.Xhi»  !r«preMiitgtion  s«  eortieetf.   HadiA  sM^tti.;^ 

t<»  hav^  takew'place  >4mji  Sunday /i  Bub^lierjfifiilui 

the  &ct^  of  bift'  barifig  meDtiaiied^  at-  ihe^  a^m^  ti$ie^ 

that  the  prinicesibad  abo  hten  Ujemrvkhlaiply 

\  Mm  Fkzgerald  andci^in  MjEinfaFf,  oa  thetTUiijiri* 

Sday  preceding  thai;  'Sunday^    \Bbit  wm.  th^f^^yliit 

?virhich  had  been  particularly  pointed' 'Oitt'|a.l<Hrd 

^Eardley^and  whieb  had  oixaaolil4,hU  ]ar#fitli|>'s 

^  pyocedinie.    With:  any  ;refeiaR08.  tc^^&>f>riiK>eai{dt 

i ia* absolutely  indifierent^  and. wac^ Insated «by  ip^crju 

9tteb  at  the  time,    ihfoiao  withiifgardrto  tj^oae'^at 

.  whom  my  observation  was  pointed.'  The  ai6ertil9)> 

that  the  long  fbrbearanoe  of  the  plinQess'a  adviseors 

€&M  only  b^  solved  by  their  being  too  cautt^us,  ^  to 

iomdkon  the  points  when  Kenny  was  ilive,  aljbu4es 

:  to  the  knowledge  ef  the.  meeting  oil  tbe^ThuJffiday 

'  rr^  fact  which,  represehted  as  it  Ipad :  beeb»  iidade 

Am^ixy  into  -  the  ctreottistaneeij.  unavoidable.  -  iThe 

:  existence  c£  Kenny  banned/  tbe..  uowQilhy  shipUta- 

V  tion.wfaii^  those  i^tleixienii^^  9ffi^; 

t){b6(;auie:  Kenny  wwAA  have  expcoed: aucb  a  yfj3£al 

::  jM{i]pressioii  in  i  BartridgiePa  dapositiQiv^ W'  wafrjiOe* 

:  bBtaary^^to  gWe  a  eahmr  to  ,tiie»  purpose;  ila^hat 

i;ptirpose4;he pfinoMi>a)uld  havtf  no/Qoii9Wiii^y..iof 

i.iiita!ns$la.rjt.ivas  simplyiailiidttUMcfnpdUit^rdn* 

iitligue,:    With  iJc^ard' to:the:  visit raiy.Bc^videre 
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house  oil  the  Thursday,  though  Ketiny  be  dea^ 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald  could  easily  be  questioned  whether 
it  took  place  or  not.  The  substaintiation  of  it  in^ 
r6tve&  no  kihd  of  charge  agadnst^the  princess.  It 
only  rebuts  the  management  of  those^  who^  by 
attempting  to  make  it  be  conceived  that  there  w^ 
but  one  visit  (a  visit  so  circumstanced  as  Co  be  in* 
capabfe  of  any  possible  misinterpretation)/ wouM 
ikih  establish  their  position,  that  the  inquiry  wa^ 
wanton  6r  designing. 

^'  I  trust  I  have  been  explicit  on  these  points ; 
and  I  must  feel  myself  entitled  to  hope/ that  this 
answer  of  mine  to  your  call  upon  me,  may  haVi^ 
a^  much  publicity  as  the  doubts  which  you  thouj(|;ht 
it  expedient  to  urge. 

**  I  have  the  honour,  dear  Sir,  to  be 

**  Your  Very  obedient  servant, 

"MOIRA/^ 

** Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq'* 


*^  Dover  Street,  April  3,  1813. 
"  My  Deab  Lord, 
*'  I  had  thie  honour  to  receive  your  lordship's 
letter  in  the  afternoon  of  yesterday ;  and  I  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  in  my  power  of  expressing  to 
your  lordship  my  perfect  satisfaction  at  the  expla-i 
nation  you  have  thus  been  pleased  to  give  of  the 
passages  in  your  published  letter  to  a  member  of 
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the  lodge  of  freemaspm^  whieh  had  been  w  genei^l  j 
niisocMistrued.  , 

^'  Your  lordship  has  most  emphatically  ft9ked, 
with  respect  to  Kenny^  *^  What  consequence  tp  her 
royal  highness  could  attend  the  bringing  forward, 
the  discussicm  whilst  Kenny  was  alive,  when  tjiie 
whole  matter  (as  related  to  her)  was  dismissed,  jn 
1803,  when  Kenny  was  forthcoming  ?**  Your  Iprd^ 
ship's  answer  to  this  question  is  implied,  ^md  mw^t 
meet  with  immediate^and  universal  jpopcurrence^-f* 
No  consequence  whatever.** 
Respecting  Partridge,  the  word  '^  devoted'^  4' 
stated  by  your  lordship  to  have  been  used  by  ypii, 
from  the  recollection  of  its  having  been  the  phras^ 
of  Kenny,  when  examined  by  your  lordship,  and 
not  intended  by  him  to  convey  the  slight^t  im- 
putation upon  the  princess  of  Wales.  Your  lord- 
ship has  thus  disarmed  the  word  of  all  imaginable 
offence.  -  ,  ,,,  ' 

^  As  to  the  alleged  additional  visit  to  Belvidere, 
not  mentioned  in  the  deposition  of  Partridge,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  make  much  comment,  as  your  lord- 
ship has  said  *'  that  with  any  reference  to  the  prin- 
cess of  Wales,  it  is  absolutely  indifferent,  .anid  wii^ 
treated  as  such  by  you  at  the  time.*^  Besides,  t|ie 
parties  are  alive;  and  if  a  suspicion  of  impropri^tjjr 
could  exist,  they  might  and  would  have  been  ^x- 
amined«  Your  lordship's  judgment  on  this  matter, 
after  investigation,  is  most  satisfactorily  decisive. 


when  you  further  »j,  '^  the  substantiation  of  It" 
(the  Additional  visit  to  Belvidere)  ^,iovelm»  so 
kind  of  dbarge  against  the  ptusceis  of. Wal^a:^  -^ 

^  I  am  cixic^roed  th*t  «ny  report  of  my*  speech 
in  the  house  of  eottimons  -diottUl  have  led  grow 
loidsfcip  to  think,  fiir  a  nuMnent»  I  bad  proceeded 
hpstilely  towards  yourself;;  nild  I  was  sorry  to  see 
bow  very  indeeumtely  what  I  bad  said  .^n  the 
hQuse  of  oQbtunoiM  on  Wednesday  was  i^^ortei  on 
some  of  ibe:psp6rs!^  the  Mieceedi&g  day.  The  re- 
pwt  to  which  your  lordship  adverts^  as  oontauiiiig 
the  true  v^on  c{  my  speeeb^  bad  been  sem  hy 
me  kte-oift  WedniEfsday  plight^  and  was  intended  &c 
insertion  in  the  paper  of  Tbursday  momingr  I 
was  Ml<^wards  inforaied  it  had  arrived  too  late  to 
find  a  plaoe  in  the  paper  of  Thursday.  I  was  glad 
t6  perceive  it  in  The  Morning  Chtwucle  of  y^ester- 
day.  Having  seen  it  before  it  was  sent  to  the{>ress, 
I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  to  the  best 
of  my  recoUectlc^,  it  contains  the  substance  of  what 
I  said  in  my  |)lace.  Some  verbal  inaccuracies  are 
quite  immaterial. 

^  I  am  bound  to  fulfil  your  lordships  hope,  by 
making  your  letter  to  me  public  In  «ndemvour« 
ing  to  obtain  Hie  explanation  of  passages  so  geoer* 
ally  misunderstood,  I  know  not  how  to  proceed  ef- 
fectually, but  by  motion  in  the  house  of  commons : 
and  the  motion  having  been  calculated  to  obtain 
your  lordship's  attendance  in  the  house  ^rf'cominons^ 


phoe  yfhmt  fto)f>ilv:4M^  ii|kei)  fili^4^  I»  ntmjr  ktA 
any  doubt)«B  ttoiir  hKmowbhr  aad  Mi^^ 

I)Mk^  iWHi*  ]^«et)r  iLrapiM^'^  I  sinoerely  hope 
n«»^F  ag»bi<  to  to  iVviveA>)  l  wiUl  aOn^fom  Itftter 
and  my  answer  directly  to  the  public  jounialt. 

''  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge,  by  the 
same  means,  much  personal  dvility  received  at 
various  times  from  your  lordship ;  ai)d  particularly 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  requested,  and  the 
urbanity  with  which  I  was  received,  to  peruse  the 
documents  to  which  your  lordship  has  referred  in 
the  early  part  of  the  present  year.  In  the  discus- 
sions which  afterwards  arose,  I  did  not  use  the 
knowledge  I  had  so  acquired  of  any  one  of  them, 
until  after  it  had  appeared  in  print 

^'  I  regret  that  in  the  course  of  these  discussions 

I  have  given  momentary  pain  to  your  lordship^  or 

cause  of  dissatisfaction  to  any  persons,  of  whose. 

friendship  and  esteem  I  was  pleased  in  thinking  I 

possessed  a  share.    Tlie  loss,  if  lost,  is  entirely  my 

own-»4t  is  painful  to  me.    But  justice  has  been 

the  ol^ect  of  my  pursuit — ^that  pursuit  has  been 

conscientiously  conducted  hy^  me,  and  must,  there* 

£bre,  of  necessity,  have  been  free  from  all  selfish 

conssdevations. 

^  With  the  addition  of  these  explanations  from 
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your  lotdship^jo  honorable  to  the  princeu  of  Wale^ 
and  so  just  to  yourself,  the  public  will  be  satisfied 
t|iat  justice  has  been  oompletely  obtained. ; 
**  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  my  dear  lord,     ^ 
**  Your  lordship's  obliged  land  d[>edieiit  servant,  ■- 

•^SAMUEL  WHITBREAD/ 
"^  7b  Me  Bifi^ht  Htm.  Sari  ofMoira.  Jt  G.  ^c  ^c." 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Death  of  the  Duchess  of  Brunswick.^-^The  l¥w>- 
cess  Charlotte  xnsits  her  MotJier  on  this  occasioti 
by  permission  of  her  Father. — CongrattUory  Ad- 
dress of  the  City  of  London  to  the  Princess  of 
Wales  on  her  acquittal. — Her  Rayai  Highnes^s 
Note  to  the  Sheriffs. — Her  Answer  to  the  Ad- 
dress.— Alderman  Wood's  attention  to  her  Royal 
Highness. — Address  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  City  qf  London  on  the  same  occasion. — Her 
Royal  Highncsis  Ansvoer. — Similar  Addresses 
and  Resolutions  from  Westminster,  Middlesex, 
Sji/c.^c. 

ON  the  Sdd  of  March  IBIS,  the  duchess  of  Brims- 
wick^  the  mother  of  the  princess  <^  Wales  died 
The  prince  regent  and  the  queen  being  desirous 
that  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  Uie  duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, her  son,  should  be  consulted  on  the  occasion, 
the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  lord  chamberlain, 
and  those  who  had  the  iarrangement  of  the  funeral, 
waited  on  his  serene  highness  at  his  residence  at 
Vauxhall.  His  highness  signified  his  intention  to 
be  the  chief  mourner.  As  her  royal  highness  was 
only  a  visitor  in  this  country,  and  had  no  royal 
establishment,  the  funeral  was  of  a  private  nature. 
On  this  occasion  the  princess  Charlotte  had  the 
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Toluntary  permission  of  the  prince  regent  to  visit 
her  mother,  when  the  two  Ulustrious  females  pas- 
sed two  hours  AhQVE,  a  pileasure  which  they  had 
BPt  fnjsiyed  ^  Ipjjg  ti«^  before. 

Qn  tbe  «2qHJ,tt«a  iff  l^er  rpygl  highupss  Jthe  prin- 
qe!»  of  yr^Jsj  JgrgiHji  tligse  h«ivyr  ^d  serious  charjjes 
Vjiifib  lff4  hsffi  bpo^ght  4ffunst  hfr,  addresses 
of  con^gr^ul^UfW  ppured  in  frPP?  all  parts  pf,  ^be 
WWPtryp 

XJied^^n^.c^  J^.ndpn  n^^ere  the  fipst  who  ^x« 
pflpss^  4  de(errQ)P9tioni  to  raeel:  for  the  pui*po{^  oC 
tajdfig  ijptQ  jc;pj)L3i4pr?tig«  the  propriety  of  pj^nt. 
ing  a  loy,^l  and  aPectionate  address  to  h^ r  royal 
highn^$s  on  thp  sjobject  of  the  lately  ^xpos^  wick- 
ed and  cruel  attempts  against  her  royal  highn^ss's 
character  and  life.  A  requisition  was  delivered,  to 
the  lord  mayor»  requesting  him  to  hold  a  common 
hall,  for  the  consideration  of  tiis  piGpofiiiion>  wbish 
was  accordingly  held  on  Friday,  April  8.  i!^lder- 
man  Wood  brought  forward  the  iubjeet  pf  the  day,, 
and  after  commenting  on  the  oruel  jsland^rs  Jby 
which  the  princess  had  been  assailed,  and  the  fom-r 
plete  and  irrefragable  establishment  of  her  jinnor. 
cence,  he  moved  an  address  to  her  royal  hi^infjBSr 
which,  after  some  discussion,  was  carried  with  yeiy 
few  opponents. 

In  consequence  of  this  note  of  the  common  h^lL 
the  city  remembrancer  waited  upon  t^e  priqoens  pf 
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**  The  lord  mayjor,  aUendea^  mdr  Itverjr,  $f  Ihnfc 
city  of  London^  in  oommon  hall  assembled,  hatftig 
ycyterday'  voted  en  «ddta»  to  hit  toy  A  liigbMestf 
the  prineesB  of  Wale^  aiid'bidened  the  sfaeriiKi^Mi 
tetided  hf  Aip  remeOibciiQeer^'to  wmit'  on  her  royal 
highness  to  know  when  she  would  neoeive  the^iarote; 
the  remembrancer  now  aitmds  to-  ^know  ber-^Kyal 
highnesses  pleasure  in  respect  Usfitie  tltnfe  wh&Mtei 
fltieiift  mc^  wttitonherfortMsfoit^pose.^'   j^m^/:1 

76  this  notehc^  r^d  hij^hh^'in'  the  oout^e';A4^ 
a  few  minutes  deliver^  jtlie  fiiBowiiig  answer,  iiy 
writing: —  "     '    '  -'"■' 

^TdoHt^^ue^emM,  Blatkhialk,  April  9/lS1A'*^ 

"^Impressed  with  the  deepest  sense  of  gratttadef 
for  the  unexpected  honor  the  lord  mayor  and  lihe 
noble  city  of  London  intend  to  tenftfr  wpon  in^^^hf 
presenting  an  address  of  congraliilatioiiVm  the  haj^y^ 
annihilation  of  a  conspiracy  against  my  honor -^a^ff 
my  Mfe,  I  feel  myself  unable  to  dor  Justice  to  i*f 
feelings,  in  expressing  my  grateful  acknbwleffg*^ 
ihi?hts  for  the  Sincere  interest  the  lord  maydt 
and  the  city  of  London  have  evinced  fcr  'iny  vf^i 
fere  and  happiness.  The  hieiancholy  dveht  of  the 
duchess  of  Brunswick,  my  mother's  demise;  iri- 
volves  me  at  this  moment  in  tlie  deepest  affliction : 
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I  shall  not  fail,  however,  to  send  on  Monday  next 
an  answer  to  the  lord  xxMjx,t  anA  the  flkeriffii^  te 
express  more  fully  my  sentiments  on  the  honor  in- 
tended to  be  conferred  upon  me.** 


■■.-•it    V  'J  .  I 


.  K- 


'\  .  .■ ' 


■.'  V 


'iTf 


t3n:  Monday  the  sherifiSi^waitedr  on  hiar  voytl 
higbiieBB,  said  recmvedctheffollowing  «nsweit>^ . .  i. 

^  i^   ^  -t  l\  ^^MoKiagmfHmu,  eiaMeidh,  April  6^  A&I4^. 

<^f vWhen  4;hevOeaiembrancer  fwaited  (upon  vi^.uAr 
expcctedly  oaSatuirday  last»  to  give  me  theifirst  iiin 
tmmttoiivof  th^^bigh  bouor  oonfevred  upon  me.bjr, 
the  d(izeM  of  J^^wdw  in  commoq  ,b^l  a^iieinjble^} 
th^  answer  which  I  made  will  have  conveyed  SQpie 
esqj^ref^ipn  of  my  feeUiig  on  an  loccasipn  so  iAt^;e9t- 
ing»  important)  and  gratifying,  to  me- 

**  I  am  sure  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood,,  whea 
I  sty,  that  my  affliction  from  the  recent  loss  of  my 
beloved  i[nother,  and  the  peculiar  circumstance,  of 
n^y  situation  in  other  respects,  may  render  it  ^&£r 
ficidyt  for  me  to  give  a  due  reception  to  the  lord 
naA];or,  aldermen^  recorder,  ^heriiis,  and  the^d^piu 
ta|;ioni  of  the,  livery  of  London*  I  also  feel  di^, 
d^t.pf  giving  them  the  trouble  <)f  a  public  attend,*, 
agcft.upon  me. 

hffff  shall. be  at  my  apartments  in  Kensi^gtQii 
pj^^  ffn  Monday  next>  at  twp  o'clpck,  for  th^  pfu^ 
pflSe-ofr^eiving  the  address."  .    .         / 


f .  ■  ■*  ■ 


.  » 


»\j;v. 


•.  '*// 
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CONGRATULART  ADDRESSES. 


.Jy 


The  congratulatory  address  of  the  liyeiy  of  the 
city  of  London  was  accordingly  presented  to  the 
princes^  of  Wales  on  Monday,  April  13,  at  Kien*;' 
sington  palace.  The  procession  consisted  of  the 
two  city  marshals  in  their  state  uniforms,  on  horse- 
hack  ;  the  state  carriage  and  six  bays,  in  which  > 
were  the  lord  mayor,  the  mace  bearer^  the  swoMc^ 
state,  and  his  lordship's  chaplain;  aldermen  CSoitnbi^ 
Wood,  and  Goodbehere ;  sheriff  Blades^  and  th^ 

city  remembrancer,  Mr.  sheriff  Hoy  and  his  fScm^ 

» 

lain ;  the  chamberlain^  the  comptroller,  the  soKdtor, 
the  town  clerk,  Mr.  Waithman,  and  about  150  of 
the  livery  in  their  gowns.    The  procession^  to  the 
disappointment  of  many  thousands  of  persons,  who 
had  assembled  in  the  Strand,  Pali  Mall,  &c.  took 
a  contrary  route,  and  proceeded  through  Newgate*  - 
street,  Holbom,  Oxford-road,  and  into  Kensingtdii 
gardens  by  the  gate  at  Bayswater.    The  princHsss; 
accompanied  by  lady  Charlotte  Lindsey  and  t!toip^ 
bell,  arrived,  at  the  palace  from  Blackheath,  at  a' 
quartnr  past  13,  at  which  time  the  populace  had 
assembled  in  great  numbers.     The  lord  mayo^, 
with  the  grand  cavalcade,  arrived  ten  minutes  past- 
two.     The  crowd  that  accompanied  it  overpowered 
the  police  and  the  military,  and  burst  open  the 


gates.  The  lord  mayor  and  the  livery  having 
alighted,  were  ^ewn  info  a  private  tixSta.  It 
bong  announced  to  ths  princess  that  the  whde 
were  arrived*  her  royal  highness  entered  frcmi  a 
back  an£i-room  into  the  graifid  diiking^t^xftnt,  and 
took  her  station  tft  the  upper  end  of  the  foicSm,  Mrkh 
her  back;  to  a  stxtsXl  fxnirble  slab,  before  a  Ihtgi  Ibok-^ 
ing*gliu5s;  tadies  Charlotte  Lindsi^y,  Chaathtte 
Campbell,  and  lady  Anne  Hamilton,  her  royal 
highness's  ladles  in  waitirfg,  stood  on  her  ri|^ 
habd^  and  Mr.  Si.  Leger,  her  vice  cfia'Oibeiittin;  Off 
her  left.  The  town  defk  in  the  absiende'  <^  the*  r^ 
corder,  approached  the  princess,  and  read  the  fol- 

m 

lowing  address  -ji^ 

**To  her  Koyal  Highness  the  princess  of  Wale& 
*'  The  humble  address  of  the  lord  mayor,,  aldermefirr, 

and  Cvery  of  the  city  of  London^  in  common^ 
.  hall  assembled. 

May  it  pliease  your  royal  highness. 
We,  his  majesty's  loyal  subjects,  the  Idrf 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of  the  city  of  London; 
in  common^hall  assembled,  bearing  in  mind'  tlitiMi' 
sentiments  of  profound  veneration  and  ardient  in- 
fection, with  which  we  hailed  the  arrival  of^  ydW 
royal  highness  in  this  country,  humbly  besrtcn 
your  royal  highness  to  receive  our  assuraUfces:,  tfiit' 
in  the  hearts  of  the  citizens  of  London,  tho^e  sen- 
timents  have  never  experienced  diminution  df' 
change. 


^'Deeply  interested  in  every  event  connected 
wiA  the  stability  of  the  throne  of  this  kingde^^ 
under  the  sway  of  the  bouse  of  Brunswick**— 
tendef  ly  alive  to  every  eircumstance  affecting  the 
personal  welfiure  'Of  every  branch  of  that  iUus^ 
trious  house**— we  have  felt  indignation  and  abhor-r 
renee*  inexpiessiUet*  upon  the  disclosure  of  that 
foul  and  detestable  conspiracy  which»  by  perjured 
and  suborned  tmducers*  has  been  carried  on  against 
ydur  royal  highnesses  honor  and  life.  ; 

^  The  veneration  for  the  laws,  the  moderation* 
the  forbearance*  the  frankness*  the  magnaniouty*^ 
which  your  royal  highness  has  so  enlinently -diSfi^' 
played  under  drcumstanoes  so  trying*  and  durhag 
a  prosecution  of  so  long  a  duration — ^these,  while 
they  demand  an  expression  of  our  unbounded  ap- 
plause* cannot  fail  to  excite  in  us  a  conlBdent  hope 
thkt  under  the  sway  of  your  illustrious  and  beloved 
daughter*  our  children  will  enjoy  all  the  benefits 
of  so  bright  an  example ;  and  w6  humbly  beg  per- 
mission  most  unfeignedly  to  assure  your  toyal 
highness*  that,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  our  country 
as  from  a  sense  of  justice  and  of  duty*  we  shall  al- 
ways feel*  and  be  ready  to  give  proof*  of  the  most 
anxious  solicitude  for  your  royal  highnesses  health* 
prosperity*  and  happiness.** 

ilie  address  was  then  presented  to  her  royal 

highness*  who.  read  the  following  answer  :-~ 

8  JT 


n  *2«  :] 

*' I  thank  you  fov  your  loyal  and  afifectionate 
address.  .     .  .     i       .  ,  ^- 

<'  It  is  to  me  the  greatest  consohtioii  to  leam» 
that  during  so  many  years  of  unmerited  persecu* 
tion,  notwithstaiiding  the  actire  and  persevering 
disseminati6n  of  the  most  deliberate  ealuomies 
against  me,  the  kind  and  favourable  sentiments 
with  which  they  did  me  the  honour  to  approach 
me  on  my  arrival  in  this  country,  have  undei^c^ 
neither  diminution  nor  change  in  the  hearts  of  the 
citizens  of  London. 

'  ^  The  sense  of  indignation  and  abhorrence  you 
express  against  the  foul  and  detestable  conspiracy; 
which  by  perjured  and  suborned  traducens  has 
been  carried  on  against  my  life  and  honor,  is  worthy 
of  you,  and  most  gratifying  tome.     It  muistvbe 

* 

duly  appreciated  by  ev6ry  branch  of  that  illustrious 
house,  with  which  I  am  so  closely  connected  by 
blood  and  marriage,  the  personal  welfare  <rf  eyeiy 
one  of  whom  must  have  been  affected  by  the  suc- 
cess of  such  atrocious  machinations.  t  ^ . 

"  The  consciousness  of  my  innocence  haa  sup- 
ported me  through  my  long  severe  and  unmerited 
trials;  your  approbation  of  my  conduct  Uiider 
them,  is  a  reward  for  all  ray  sufferings.    *    ;.:   :  . 

"  I  shall  not  lose  any  opportunity  1  may  be^  per- 
niltted  to  enjoy,  of  encouraging  the  ^  talents  and 
virtues  of  my  diear  daughter,  the  princess  Chadiolte, 
and  I  shall  impress  upon  her  mind,  my  full  sense 


[     533     ] 

of  the  obKgation  conferred  upoii  me  by  this  apon 
taneous  act  of  jrour  justice  and  generosity.    . .  *    ., 
^'  She  will  therein  clearly  p^rcmve  the  yalue  of 
that  free  constitution,  which,  in  the  liatucalcourse 

9 

of  events,  it  will  be  her  high  <lestuiy  to  preside 
over,  and  her  sacred  duly  to  maintain^  which  allows 
"no  one  to  sink  under  oppression ;  and  she  wiU  ever 
be  bound  to  the  city  of  Lmidon,  in  ties  proportion- 
ed to  the  strength  of  that  filial  attachment  I  have 
liad  the  happiness  luuformly  to  experience, irom 
hen  .  , . 

V    <<Be  assufred  that  the  cordial  and  convincing 
proof  you' have'  thus  given  of  your  soliqitii^^  for 
tny  prosperity  and  happiness,  will  be.  cherish^d<  in 
^grateful  remembrance  by  me  to  the.  latest  moment 
of  my  life;    and  the  distinguished    proceeding 
*  adopted  by  the  first  city  of  this  great  empire,.. ^)11 
"  he  considered  by  posterity  as  a  proud  memorial  of 
"my  vindicated  honor.**.  ,     c, 

-.        ■      :  / 

•  '  '  ■ 

Her  royal  highness  read  the  anuswec  with  great 
propriety,  feeling,  and  dignity.  Mr.  alde];man 
'Wood  remained- ia  conversation  with  hex  jroyal 

-  highness  for  a  considerable,  time,  and  pointed,  out 
the  most  prominent  characters  who  were  present; 
'  afii  they  '^d vHnoed  U^  ki^s^  her  hand.       ■  ■        ,  . . 

oMr  The  example  tJb^Uii;  .set  Jjy, the  city  of  ^ondon, 
'^ir^  followed  by  tha  cojnp^tpn:  council  of  Xfondpn  in 

^«tlie  fbllowing  mannpi^f 


''To  faer  'ELojbI  Higfaneit  the  Princess  of  Waks. 
^  The  loyal  aad  dutiful  address  of  the  lord  mayor, 

aldermen,  and  commons  cf  the  dtj  of  IxmdoD, 

in  common  council  assembled : 

''•Alay  it  please  your  royal  highness^ 

^  We,  his  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects, the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of 
the  dty  of  Londcm  in  common  council  assembled, 
deeply  interested  in  whatever  concerns  the  honpr 
and  happiness  <^  your  royal  highness,  and  theil* 
lustrious  family  with  whom  you  are  so  intimately 
allied,  approach  your  royal  highness  to  ofier  our 
sincere  congratulations  on  the  agnal  and  dedsive 
triumph  your  royal  highness  has  recently  obtained. 

^  We  have  witnessed  with  horror  and  indigna- 
tion the  odious  and  wicked  conspiracy  which,  by 
malice  the  most  inveterate,  has  for  so  many  years 
been  directed  against  your  life  and  honour ;  and 
we  beg  to  assure  your  royal  highness,  that  while 
we  bold  in  the  utmost  abhorrence  acts  so  base  and 
atrodous,  v/e  cannot  suffidently  express  our  ad- 
miration of  the  dignified  forbearance  and  magnani- 
mity which  your  royal  highness  has  manifested 
under  a  persecution  of  such  duration,  and  aggra- 
vated by  circumstances  so  trying  and  afflicting. , 

^'  During  the  whole  of  this  most  arduous  con- 
flict we  have  never  ceased  to  regard  the  dangerous 
situation  of  your  royal  highness  with  feeling/si  of 
the  most  lively  sympathy ;  and  we  have  beheld  in 


C  *i6   3 

Teeti  tude  of  your  cdndu^,  mh^W  'ho%  tn^  ^iSred^ 
but  courted  the  ftost  llf gM  lii^ 
greatly  as  wer'lknj€i&t^  f£ai  yodr'  i^yttl'liighness 
ilibuld  hare- beeh  c6mpeHedr.  %^^ 
'of  events,  to  daim  M be i»>n8idei^  2li  inlhK^benf^ 
'^Itjved  to  be  guilty,  y«t  WB  fed  with  fdftif^^  tefhl 
'tiighness,  that  the  |)trl(M(  had  at  leli^  jisTived 
Hrhen  foHbeanmt^  il^Ald  haV^  eeaied  1]»^^  bem 

^^  ""  We  tennot,  therefere;  sufficiently <a|fiaOd^Uhe 
"wisdom  and  ^itanesft  di^^k^jr^  %^  ^ur 
YieiB  in  di^nmnding'^  for  tjie  more  ^Uk^  titi^iutfoh 
ifi^ymtr  owii  honor^that  of  you^iliustiiciu^di&^ortp 
•and  the  safety^  peao^  and  happinessiof  these  ttsalms, 
an  open  inquiry  into  the  base  ohterges  of  tyoul^oa- 
'luinniatoiiB,  or^an  unqualified  admisskm  of  yon]34ri- 
^'hdbencei-    ^r.*-i.-\^r  .■./:...  •<  ^.,:  ■     -yt  w 

'  ^  We  sincerely  offer  to  your  royal^  highness  our 
fatertfelt  eongratulatkma  <>n  your  oonnplete»jaiid 
lilip{iy  trimnpb  ^o^v^  and  detestable  4i.v«Qn- 

^ispiiMcy,  "suppfort^d  air  ■-  it  w6s  by  ^hci^ttuttAoryJind 
fJ^Jjary ;  and  ive  ^^  most  grateful  4xryo«r:iiioyal 
higiMi^  fi>r^'i^^pirOd&'^fi«  ^^iiYtr^^  in'^so 
fii*ify^^der€»ndihg  yc«tf  «rn  ^horiOtj'bf  the'  ffdxlety 
yott^feel  for  fihe^Wel&r^^^d  ihappiMSs  of  theoe 
-ldiigd<»n»i:  this  er^Hii^  afitods  to^ur  the^l^ 
)^ll^eM6f'thebI^iiiigs  iMrii^jixtti^  expiect  your 
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royal  highness,  when  it  shall  please  providence  to 
place  your  royal  highness  with  your  royal  consort 
on  the  British  throne ;  and  we  most  ardently  hope 
that  the  painful  recollection  of  your  past  sufferings 
may  be  lost  in  the  pleasing  enjoyment  of  an  unie* 
stricted  intercourse  with  your  illustrious  daughter 
the  princess  Charlotte ;  and  that  she,  without  the 
same  painful  occasion  to  exercise  them,  may  in- 
herit all  the  virtues  of  her  royal  mother,  and  afford 
us  the  consoling  hope,  that,  taught  to  venerate  the 
free  principles  of  the  British  constitution  as  the 
best  protection  for  innocence  and  security  against 
oppression,  she  may,  should  the  period  ever  arrive 
when  she  may  be  called  to  preside  over  the  destinies 
of  this  empire,  uphold  and  maintain  our  liberties, 
and  reign  in  the  hearts  of  a  free,  happy,  and  united 
people. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  court, 

"  HENRY  WOODTHORPE.** 

Thte  lord  mayor  then  presented  a  copy  of  the 
address  to  her  royal  highness,  who,  having  given 
it  to  her  vice  chamberlain,  read  the  following 
answer: 

•*  I  receive  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  the  con- 
gratulations  of  the  city  of  London.  No  branch  of 
the  house  of  Brunswick  can  ever  forget  to  whose 
exertions  chiefly  it  owes  the  throne  of  these  realms; 
and. I  have  now  peculiar  reason  to  know  the  vtsdu^^ 
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of  the  £onstitutk)n  which  those  exertions  pjorchasedi, 
because  I  have  found  it  a  sure  projection  when  ,1 
had.  no  other  defence. 

*'The  extraordinary  situatipn  in  which  I  wa^ 
placed  compelled  me  to  come  forward  in  behalf  of 
my  honor  and  my  life.  I  have  been  rewarded^  i\Qt 
only  by  the  univeral  acknowledgment  of  my  inno? 
cence,  but  by  testimonies  of  affection  from  a  loyal 
and  high-spirited  people,  which  I  shall  gratefully 
remember  as  long  as  I  live. 
.  ^^  At  the  present  moment,  I  am  rather  dispose^ 
to  dwell  upon  this  fdeasing  circumstai^ce,  than^upoi^ 
any  recollection  of  a  less  agreeable  kind.  The  trials^ 
however^  wMch  I  have  ui^dergone,  will,  I  am,  coig^;: 
fident,  produce  one  good  effect :  they  will  cot^rm 
in.  my  daughter's  mind  that  attachment  to  the 
constitution  which  she  already  cherishes,  and  im- 
press  her  more  and  more  with  the  conviction,  that 
as  no  station  can  be  secure  except  in  a  free  country, 
it  is  both  the  interest  and  the  most  sacred  duty  of 
an  English  monarch,  to  w;atch  ov^r  the  Ji^)erties  of 

the  people.-  ,    .     :  >;. 

A  numerous  meeting  was  h^d  in  Palace  Yar^, 
Westminster,  on  Thursday,  April  15th,^  X^!^?^ 
Mr*  Wishart  came  forward  with,  Mr  Jftnes 
Burdett,  Major  Gaj;twright,  Mr.  jJde^^^ 
and  other  gentlemen,  and  ^ddrefsed  the  jpiee^- 
ing  on  the  subject  ibr  whiph ,  they  lyere  ^ssjem- 
Ued,    that   ^  . congratulating    the.  princess    of 
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Wales  on  the  triuinph  she  had  obtamed  of?er  malke 
and  persecution,  and  the  attempt  which  had.  btca 
made  against  her  life  and  hoooi^ 

Mr.  Wisfaart  then  proposed  an  address  to  that 
effect;  and  concluded  by  moving  the  two  following, 
resolutions: 

"  Besolved,  1st.  That  it  is  the  undoubted  right 
of  every  British  subject  to  retain  the  reputation, 
rights,  and  immunities  of  innocence,  until  convict* 
ed  of  guilt  before  a  tribunal  recognised  by  the  law^- 
known  to  the  people  and  possessing  that  glorious, 
aikd  indispensible  attribute  of  freedom  and  justice^ 
a^ trial  by  peers;  and  that  this  meeting  view  with^ 
deep  regret  any  attempts  to  introduce  tribunals 
unknown  to  the  constitution,  unauthorised  by  the 
IdW  of  the  land,  and  therefore  possessing  no  consti^ 
tutional  power  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  wit* 
nesses,  no  power  to  punish  persons  giving  fidse 
evidence,  or  no  requisite  of  a  court  of  justice. 

^'  2d.  That  this  meeting  feel  the  greatest  horror 
at  the  late  nefarious  conspiracy  against  the  honor 
and  the  Ufe  of  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of 
Wales ;  and  fully  convinced,  from  every  document 
before  the  public^  of  her  royal  highness's  innoc^ic^ 
do  resolve  that  a  loyal  and  humble  address  be  pre^ 
sented  to  her  royal  highness,  expressive  of  their 

happiness  at  her  complete  triumph  over  her  ene- 
mies.'* 


repi^kted  bUrfttt  6f  'S^pplfttiie;  und  Udtoiahqusly 
agreed  to.  The  fonin«r,  on  being  presented  to  her 
royal  highne^  was  tnost  .gitkcioualy  received ;  and 
M  attw^r  tb  the  t^ame  effect  a^  the  one  preaented  to 
the  comiyion  council  was  returned. 

Also  at  a  full  coiitity  meeting  of  the  iireeholders 
of  Middlesex,  duly  convened  and  held  at  the  Merr-^ 
maid  tavernjin  Hackney;  on  Friday;  the*  14th'day 
of  May  it  was  moved  by  Thomas  Northmore,  Esq; 
and  seconded  by  John  Bentley,  Esq.  "  That  an  af- 
fectionate and  congratuktory  address  bdpi«^s«tited 
to  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales,  o)f)  her 
complete  triumph  over  her  enemies."  Aiui  the' 
above  resolution,  having  been  put  from  the  efaair/ 
was  carried  unanimously.  ,/ 

^'llesolved.  That  this  address  be  signed  by  the 
sherilT  of  Middlesex,  on  behalf  of  this  meeting;  ^ . 

^^Kesolved,  That  this  address  be  presented  to 
her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales  by  the 
sheriff  of  Middlesex,  accompanied  by  George  Byn^ 
tfnd  William  Mellish, .  Esqrs. .  members  of  partttt^ 
ment  for  this  county,  and  by  the  mover  and  secesMksr 
of  this  address.        :   ;     •      ^,  .    ;  ^ 

'*  Resolved,  That  thke'a>ld  and  repulsive  nrmnntf 
in  which  her  royal  bighuess's  letter  was  received 
by  the  commons  house  of  parliament^  imposesi  ft 

3  r 
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on  the  people  of  England  to  declare  thdr 
full  con viction  of  her  royal  highnesses  innocbnlbe.  " 
*.  -.^  Resolved,^  That  courts,  and  investigations'  mi* 
j^own  to  the  laws  of  England,  courts  arid  in^efstr* 
lotions  which  screen  the  guilty  mstead  of  prdtect^ 
ing  the  inliocent,  are  abhorrent  to  the  jpebpl^'dt 
Eng1an<L\;-  *  /     .  '    "'  '  *'"■  '^•''^^• 

*"  Re^Tied^  That  the  thanks  bf  this  tt^^t£ig''&il 
given  to  the  honorable  Cochrane  Johnstone,  Samuel 
Whitbreadf  Esq.  and  m  Francis  Burdett,  Bart  for 
their  exertions  in  the  cause  of  the  princess  of 
Wales. 

^  Resolved,  That  this  address,  and  the  answer 
of  the  princess  of  Wales,  be  published  by  the  sheriff 
of  Middlesex  in  the  daily  papers. 

••  Resolved,  That  William  Mellish,  Esq.  by  re- 
fusing  to  comply  with  the  instructions  of  his  con- 
stituents in  presenting  the  address,  has  betrayed 
the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  is  thereby  unworthy 
their  future  confidence. 

.    ^  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 

.  given  to  George  Byng,  Esq.  for  complying  with 

the  wish  of  the  County  in  presenting  this  address. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
given  to  John  Blades,  Esq.  and  Michael  Hoy,  Esq. 
sheriffs  of  Middlesex,  for  their  impartial  conduct 
this  day." 

The  freemen  and  burgesses  of  Bristol,  and  of 


othctr^  populous  places,  also  ad^esseq  Ij^r  rbyal 
high ness  on  this  occasion ;  afibrd  }^g  a;mpfe  probfi 
of  the  general  and  decided  sense  ot  the  pubnc."  In 
di.ort».  nq  acquittal  could  be  more  complete  ;-^it 
iiva?,the  prpud  triumpn  bf  truth  arid  justice,  over 
one  of  the  most  foul  and  wicked'  conspiracfes'ttlat 
walice  cpuld  invent  or  falsehpod  pi;opaga]fe/'^. ;; 


^ ■'  '-'^ ■  ^••^'^■- •■;:  ^^  -'  - )'i;f  '^/  ■l>  ^BT^^/^f-ta  !?>di  "lo 
I- 

/{fib  erdi 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 
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jntmied  Marriage  oftkf  Prmc^ss  Charlotte  xtitk 
the  Prince  of:Or€mge^----VUit.qf  the  Viotorjiou^, 
Allies  to  Xiondon. — Eo^^usicm  of  the  Princess  of 
Wales  from  the  JDrawing-rooni, — Corr/^spcmx^ 
dence  between  her  Majesty  a/nd  the  Prince^, qf[,^ 
'  Wales  on  the  Subject. — Her  Royal  Highnes^s^ 
JLeiter  to  the  Prince  Regent. — Mr.  Methuen's 
Motion  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  consequence 

'  of  the  Correspondence. — Newspaper  Scandal.^ 
^JJie  PHncess  of  Wales's  Letter  to  the  Speaker p 
— Debate. — Rupture  of  the  Matrimonial  nego- 
tiation between  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the 
Princess  Charlotte. — Departure  of  the  Princess 
of  Wales  for  the  Continent. 

.'  REPORTS  having  been  spread  respecting  tlie 
intended  marriage  of  tiie  princess  Charlotte  with 
tbfe  prince  of  Orange  on  the  21st  of  April  1814,  a 
member  of  the  house  of  commons  wished  to  know 
whether  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had  any 
edmmunication  to  make  to  the  house  on  this  im- 
portant business.  Mr.  Vansittart  said  that  ^'it 
would  be  jimproper  for  him  to  say  any  thing  on 
this  delicate  subject,  as  lie  had  no  command  to 
make  any  communication  respecting  it.     The  com- 


I 


munio^tion  would«  of  course,  be  made  wi|thout  de- 
lay  as  soon  as  such  a  step  becaoae  proper.** 

This  marriage  ^vtra^  exp^ed^^  Ijje  celebrated  in 
the  ensuing  month  of  July. 

The  defeat  of  Bonaparte,  and  the  rcfjrtol^tioB^QJI 
monarchy  to  France,  rendered  London  at  this  titne 
the  scene  of  gaiety  and  bustle,  owing  (o  4|'>#it 
from  our  victorious  allies,  the  soYei^igq^of  {ItiRi^ia 
and  Prussia.  On  this  account  two  dinwii^  rqq^s 
were  advertised,  <me  for  the  avowed  )^rpo^#<|fi|n- 
trodiicing  the  princeja  Charlotte.  How  mc^liy* 
ing  must  it  be  to  the  pHrteefldi  Qf.jWTales  tabe^e* 
vented  from  seeing  her  daiigbter  af;'  Bifcfi:a  qri%al 
juncture  and  the  ilhisCrioua  victors !  her  >tc||Y^^ 
fVom  court  was  thus  signified  to  b^  by  th«^  q^een  : 

"  The  queen  considers  it  to  be  b«r  duty  to^/l^se 

• 

no  time  in  acquainting  the  pritioess  of  Wal^'^at 
8l>e  had  received  a  con^munication  from  her  son, 
the  prince  regent,  in  which  he  «tate$,  tbai^Kerf  Ma- 
jesty's intentiotrof  holding  two  drowifi|r.ft)iitit9lin 
the  ensuing  month  having  been  tiotlfied  M  ^^ 
publie,  he  must  declare,  tliat  he  considers  tliMihia 
own  pve^eiice  at  her  court'  cannot  be  dis^ix^ebd 
with;  and  that  he  de^iri&s  it  to  hfe  uiiderstooid/nfiar 
reasons  of  which  he  alqne  can  be  the  judg^i^i^Tichp, 
hivS  fixed  and  unMterabte  deteriiriftiatimi^  ndt  idmeet 
the  princess  of  Wdle^  ^^pon  cM!i/  Oi^ifhfQieitiieiiHn 
pubtic  or primtc:  '''^•^      '''-"■■  ■^'■•^••■^'^-^-vo  v;;:^.  <^An.jif 
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^  The  queen  is  thus  placed  under  the 
necessity  of  intimating  to  the  princeiss  of  Wales,  the 
impossibility  of  her  majesty's  receiving  her  royaT 
highness  at  the  drawing-rooms. 

«  CHARLOTTE  R/* 


J  * 


The  answer  of  the  princess  of  Wales  to  her  ibai«  \ 
jesly  was  at  follows : 

^  Madam, 

*    ■.,••.•. 

''  I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  majesty 
has  done  me .  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  prohibit- 
ing  my  appearance  at  the  public  drawing-roomi^. 
which  will  be  held  by  your  majesty  in  the  ensuing 
month,  with  great  surprise  and  regret 

•*  I  will  not  presume  to  discuss  with  your  tna-, 
jesty,  topics  which  must  be  as  painful  to  your  ma- 
jesty, as  to  myself. 

••Your  majesty  is  well  acquainted  with  the  af- 
fectionate regard,  with  which  the  king  was  so  kind 
.,      ■•■,-.  ■  ^        ■■,'■''■ 

as  to  honor  me  up  to  the  period  of  his  majesty's  iii-  " 
disposition ;  which  no  one  of  his  majesty's  subjjects  / 
has  so  much  cause  to  lament  as  myself  ;*— and  that 
his  majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  bestow  upon    . 
me  the  most  unequivocal  and  gratifying  proof  of 
his  attachment  and  approbation,  by  his  public  re-"" 
cc^ption  of  me  at  his  court,  at  a  season  of  severe 
and  unmerited  affliction,  when  his  protection  was 
most  necessary  to  me.     There  1  have  since,  uhih-    ' 
terruptedly,  paid  my  respects  to  your  majesty.    ^I  ' 


1 
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mm  now  without  appeal,  or  protector;  but  I^aonot 
so  far  forget  my  duty  to  the  king^  and  to  n^y^ 
i^  to  surrender  my  right  to  appear  at  wy.  public 
drawing-room,  to  be  held  by  your  majesty. 

**^That  I  ii^ay  not,  however,  add  to  the  difficulty 
and  uneasiness  of  your  majesty's  situation,  I  yield,* 
in  the  present  instance, ,  to  the  will  of  his  iovjA 
highness  the  prince  regent,  announced  to  me  by 
your  majesty,  and  shall  not  present. myself  at  the' 
dr^wing-rooms  of  next  month,    . 

'"**  It  would  be  pre&umptuous  in  me  to  atleptipt 
to  inquire  of  your  majesty,  the  reasons  of  his  rdyal 

highness  the  prince  regent:  for  this  har^h  ptQceeding,- 

^  ' '.  ■'■-■■  _ '  V  ■.    ■  '    ■    ',    '  .•■■■■■■■■'  h'  '."•■'?  *•  ."    u'</  {iri^''^ 
orwhich  his  royal  highness  can. alone  be. the  luage. 

I  am  unconscious  of  offence ;  and  in  that  refl.ection. 


i     ..  t.   % 


I  must  endeavour  to  find  consolation  for  all  the  . 
mortifications  I  experience ;  even  .fpr  this,  i^ie  Istst,^ ' 
the  most  unexpected,  and  the  most  severe  ;-:rOTe^ 
prohibition  given  to  nie  alone  td  appear  Wtore^ 
your  majesty,  to  offer  my  congratulations  upon  the 
happy  termination  of  those  calamities  with  which, .. 
Europe  has  been  so  long  afflicted,  m  the  presence  - 
of  the  illustrious  personages,  who  will,  m.  all  pro*.  , 
babinty,  be  assembled  at  your  majellty's  court,'with 
whom  I  am  so  closely  connected  by  birth  and  . 
marriage*. 

"I  beseech  your,  majesty  to  do  ipe  an  act  of 
justice^  to  which,  in  th^  present  circumstances, 
your  majesty  is  the  only  person  compet^t,— by 
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mmtm  >¥»?.  %fc»m  ;?A»'*^  Sl!\rj,ft* 

qg^ji^t  f  Judi.alpnp  induce  )\i|je  59. j|Jiittain..|roni 
thj^,exe];ci«e  of  my  right,  tp  ^pe^r  ja^fore  Ywajpfo^- 
jetiy :  and  that  I .  do  now,  as  I  have  done  at  all 
tim^^  defy  the  malice  of  my  enemies  to  fix  u|>on 
me  the  shadow  of  any  one  imputation*  which,  could 
reader  me  unworthy  of  their  society  and  regard* 
.V  >  Your  mjgesty  will,  I  am  sure,  not  be  displ^- 
ed  that  I,  should  relieve  myself  from  a  suspicion  of 

'  ■  ■       1 

disreispect  towards  your  majesty,  by  making  public 
th^  cause  of  my  absence  from  court,  at  a,  time 
when  the  duties  of  my  station  would  otherwise 

peculiarly  demand  my  attendance. 

■  ■        ■  .  "    .     ■         ■      .  • •# 

"  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  majesty's 

"  Most  obedient  daughter-in-law  and  servant, 

-  CAROLINE  P.- 

^  ^^^annttugkt-houif.  May  24,  18 J  4." 

To  this  her  majesty  made  the  following  reply  r  ' 

^^^-  "  Wfiwtor  C«<fc  May  85,  1W4. 

ic**The  queen  has  received,  this  afternoon^- t^ct 
pitiheess  of  Wales'^  letter  of  yestejfday,  in.  i:e|>ly,  J^. 
tlve  cbminunication  which  she  was  desired  Jby-tkMi: 
prince  regent  to:  make  to  her;  and  she  is  aeottblff 
of  the  disposition  expressed  by  her  roy^l  h%hmiE;|^ 
not)  to>  discuss  with  her  topics  which  must  be  paiiw 
ful  to  both.     .;  .•  ;  .    ^   -r: 

'The  queen  jcomlfders  it  incumbent  upon  her  to 

send  a  copy  of  the  princess  of  Wale^s  letter  to  the 

1^ 


.  k"  :l. 
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prince  regent ;  and  her  majesty  could  have  felt  no 
hesitaticxi  in  ootntbuliicating  to  the  illustrious 
sfrangera,  wlio  miiy  po^i61y  be  present  at  hei"  cdutt; 
tife  mcumstanc^s  which  Will  prevent  the  princess 
oi*  Wales  from,  appearliij^  th^,  if  her  royal  highh- 
ni^ss'had  not  rehdd*ed  a  compliance  tvith  lier  wisb,^ 
to  ^s  efifect,  linnetes^y,  by  intimating  her  inten-- 
^on  of  making  publie  the  cause  of  her  absence. 

"^  CHARLOTTE  K^ 

Her  majesty^s  letter  was  thus  answered  by  the 
princess  of  Wales :  .  ,..:  r>. 

'"The  princess  of  Wiales  has  the  honor  te: te^^ 
Knowledge  the  receipt  of  a  nbte  from  the  iqfueeti; 
dated  yesterday;  and  begs  pefrmissfpn  to'^ritcttA 
her  best  thanks  to  her  majesty/ for  her  gradcMiif 
condescension,  in  the  willingness  expresseA'hy  lier 
niajesty,  to  liaye  communicated  to  the  iHtis^ribiia 
strangers,  who  will,  in  all  probability » be  present  at 
her  majesty's  courts  the  reasons  whidi  have  indtlbed 
her  loyil  highness  iiot  to  be  presentk  :       >^:   /r 

^  Sudi  cotnmumcatioi^  as  it  appears  to  her  royal 
i^hiies^  osmiot  be  leas  neoeMtfy^  on  aceoQlit  of 
aii&y  pBblteity  whidi  it  msy  %t  kk  the  "power  oi  ber 
lif^li^hhess  to  gireto  h»  motives;  and  tte 
fiSMNfis  of  Wiki,  tberdbre^  entitati  the  aetim 

* 

IJSctcf «lffiees  9f  h«r  tm^es^,  t/paa  an  aeaman  «lii<A 
tlM>-'prittoiM«  of  W«Ie»  fe«fe  ik  ao  emtaulad;  ta  'km, 
that  she  should  not  hi  mbandentood.    ■■■  ».'  o) 

'•^'  '•■        .-■.-•  '  :■.  ... ';.-.f.«5Aaoijii«p.". 


[    538    ] 
Her  miijestjr^  atiiiwvr : — 


r.     •      ■      •      ' 


^     ■  '         •  .  .  .  ■    .        .  ■  .    ■■••\  ■  >         */ » 

''  The  queen  cannot  oxnit  to  acknowledge  the  r^ 


*\i; 


ceipt  of  the  princess  of  WdWs  note  of  ye%t€fdiy, 
although  \%  does  not  appear  to  her  majesty  to  re- 
quire any  other  reply  than  that  conveyed  to  h^ 
royal  highnesses  preceding  letter. 

•^  CHARLOTTE  it^ 

■  ■    •     .   J 

« 

^ .  On  the  same  day,  on  which  tlie  princess  of  \^ales 
wrote  for  the  last  time  to  her  inaj^ty,  siie  also 
transmitted  the  following  letter  to    the    prince 
negcnt,  with  enclosures  of  the  correspondence  :— 
••- .  ■  ••■Sib,  .  .      ■  .  .   ■      ■      '   ,   '"''■ 

.  ^  I  am  once  more  reluctantly  compelled  to  address 
your  royal  highness;  and  I  enclose,  for  your  in- 
spection, copies  of  a  note  whicli  I  liave  had  th^ 
honor  to  receive  from  the  queen,  and  of  the  answer 
ffhich  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  return  to  her 
majesty.  It  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  inquire 
into  thc:re9spns  of  the  alarming  declaration  made 
by  your  royal  highness^  tliat  you  have  taken  th^ 
fixed  aiid  unalterable  determination,  never  to  meet 
me  upon  any  occasion^  either  in  public  or  private. 
Of  these  your  royal  highness  is  pleased  to  state 
yourself  to  be  the  only  judge.     You  will  perceive^ 

« 

by  my  answer  to  her  majesty ,  that  I  have  only 
been  restrained,  by  motives  of  personal  considera- 
tion towaidalier  majesty,  from  exercising  my  right 


,  ■  I 


It?.**;    »■■  T  •»   ■ 


-  '.■x^m-.^ 

of  aabeM$h  thinesty  at  the  public  draw 

ing^-robri^^'ta  be  held  in  f Ke  enaiiin^  mcmth* " 

*•  Bii^  ISir^  lest ,  it  should  be,  by  pasdbillty/  iwtf- 
posed  that;  the  words  of  your  ro^-lil  highnbs  ii$$t 
convey  any  insinuation  from  "which  I  shrink.  I  k& 
,|i)^r)4 19  demand  of  your  foyal  highn^ss,^vfeat'  i^li^- 
cumsiahces  can  justify  the  proceedings  you  have 
tbu$^|l^oi]ght  tit  to  adopt 

"  "  I  owe  it  to  myself,  to  my  daughter,  and  t0  thie 
natic^,  to  which  1  ana  deeply  indebted  for  the  vit\* 

olcation  of  rny  honor,  tb  remind  your  royal  higl}- 

_,...  -•-■',,■■,      .  •  ■  ■  ..,.-,     _     ....  .^ 

ness  of  what  you  know,— that,  after  open  per^ti- 
tiot},  and  mysterious  inquiries  up<H)  tiitdefined 
cfiafges,  the  malice  of  my  enemies. fell  ^entirely 
upoii  themselves;  and  that  I  was  i:estored  by  tite 
Icing,  with  the  advice  of  bis  ministers,  to  the  fli|l 
enjoy  then  t  of  my  rank  in  his  court,  upon  my  concr- 
plet)^  aci}uitta].     Since  his  majesty's  lamented  il|* 


fiess^  1  have  deh)anded,  ib  the  fkcH  of 

merit  aiid  the  country,  to  be' proved  ginlty,  6r  to 

TO  treated  as  innooent    I  have  been  oeclkred  Kif- 

**^''"\'»        '^\  ■■■'■■■■■     •  •  '  ^r-^S 

lioceiit  I  will  not  submit  to  be  treated  as  guinV;. 
"^'Sii*,  your  royal  highness  may  posably  rifiise 
to  read  ibis  letter;  but  the  world  must  knoW  thm 
t'fraW  written  it,  and '  they  will  see  my  real  irio- 
nves  for  foregoing,  in  this  inistance,  the  rq^hts^ 
"iny  rank.    6ccask)ns,ifoWifeVir^^  fettf^t'^t 

^i&^  iij  distiani)  ^^li  ti^  .tipp^i^p^^ 

*  ■        • 

and  your  rc^al  highness  must  b^  preset  also.  Ca^ 


.tvV-. 


.rybwri|C9rit^iighn0ssfaiire«ont^  fitJNh^- 

tent  of  ymir  declaration?  Has  yohr  royal  highiMst 

forgotten  the  approadiing  tnmrnkg&iti[  ont  daughter, 

.^t4fd*titd*pctt|ibJlit^of  ^^  I  wave  my 

'  )kgHi4  ^  *a  case  Mrhere  I  am  not  absolutely  bound 

to  assert  them ;  in  order  to  rdieve  ih^  tj^^am,  as 

far  as  I  can,  from  the  painful  situation  in  which  she 

"^  fe^^l&b^'by  your  ibyal  bighnasps,  not  fi'09ai:&iiq^^>0on- 

^'^dd^Het» 'dt hVBim^i  nd^om' any  ^dottbt>bf^e  fcoc- 

^^t^K^^^fhbse  rights,  or  of  my  %)wit  woitinaemAo 

/tfu^lSitpih^^ltne  you  have  selected  for^Hrir fffo- 
-^(ilGfdlii^Us  taldulnfted  tQ  makc^  it  peeid3ailyc|raiiitig. 
'^^^fth^-'itluttiitos^  Mrafigers  are  already  armmtyin 
'^"i^j^l^hdi  atn<lngst  Whom,  as  I  am  informed  ?the 

illustrious  heir  of  the  house  of  Orange,  who^.nbbs 
^SA6buheei)  himself  to  me  as  my  future  sdn-]d4aw ; 
^Hfr^'fhfeir  society  I  am  unjustly  excluded.  Others 
iire^i^Lp^te^i  6f  eqtial  tnnk  to  your  owit/ to*  rejoice 
^^Withybiir  f6y§lf  hlghtt^bss  on  the  peacerc£  Bwope. 
^^)F^da\ig«tef,  will;  fcir  the^st  tim^  appcwr  iir>lfae 
^-ii^ehiidur  ^nd  pul]%city  beeoming  the  apprd^ehing 
'Hti^aril  brthe  presumptive  heireln  bf:this.iempire. 
^ Yftfs  ^ifeasOfi  youv  ■'  royal  hij^ness  his  rcho8eBr;£>r 

treating  me  with  fresh  ttnd-unp)^0(vpksd> indignity; 
^^to,  - oF^  aH^Ss  ttt«j^st^^*>.^u]^«rtsi^  lOxAe  aril^:  pre- 
^9/t^Udlt^'fi96^  ioy^  fafghw^is  fr6m  appearihgt  in 
^fe^^'-plati^;  t*  iMrtel^  of  it^  aitd;TOi 

^'^^e^v^a^  of  ^Che  ftidttlgt^oe  ^n  i  tliose  feeiihgs^  Jof 


iMi  9tb^liciri$e/bf  vccminalisfe  )K)Mf  aWi^ 

public,  to  ask  the  right  honorable  gen^^afi^i^r, 

-o]^tiaal#st^cwIiidir  of :  hk  Biajej|y'#ftfi|}i^if Jer^ff^»*was, 

Sttlib;M*  ^fl<*vi««d  bkvriioyfJt  iiRghDgg;  et^Smf^ 

^fdjgmtto  taJkethosemea»ui?e«5f  whiefelli^yb^ 

^4:t>  .{knsfGntthe  princess  of  Wal^S;^  l%KD  appi§fjlfil>^t 

-^^Ifeiolllajaity'a.drawing-ropni;?:'  >,j  Ks.-f  a/onJauIft 

-  '^fiMr,  dRsiiAarW  said,  bfr  T»«&«W9ferf>C  ^ifffdNS9^- 

"^^fiWtttt  means  4hff;ineoe«s^d^£{  «i^iftfcflp9lJP»». 


e 
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pnritk^' regent/ to  inqtrii^  triikQi  trig  the  peiqR>n  tlttt 
fi'^viised  his  royal  highness  to  adopt  the  mesl^mrek 
wT>icn  had  been  taken  to  prevsfit  het  royal  hignP* 
li^ss  t  fie"  princess  ot!  Wales  ftoxn  appearing  at  Wt 
majesty's  drdwing-rbom. 

Mr.  Pohsonby  rose  to  say  a  few  iroisSs  ofi  a  atib-^ 
ject  connected  with  that  respecting  which  liotic^" 
0^  a  molbn  Had  lieen  giVen.  fie  was  a  fHiwtd,^  aS*^^ 
muth  as  any  man  to  the  liberty  of  lh6  j^l'esi,' Wtf ' 
wa/iidi;  at  kll  ittcHned,  for  persbnal  or  private' iiofl^* 
siaetktions,  to  interfere  with  this  liberty  V  bu^^fi^ " 
sHould  read,  for  the  purpose  of  cohtfaldlcfiiig  It;  i^ 
sfitetnent  wliich  had  been  recently  ptiWishfed;.  "^jriii 
the  paper  called  I%e  MoimiHg  Herald,  of  Friday; '^ 
Mky  27,  the  following  paragraph  had  appeiai^ed. : ' 

*•  Several  opposition  councils  have  been  assembled 
on  a  ttoeiif^mfwifarf  variance  between  her  maj&ty 
arid"  the  princess  of  Wales,  respecting  the  well  ad^  ' 
rffed  non-appearance  of  thie  latter  at  the  ticJct-^ 
drawing-room  jRt  Buckingham  hottise.    The  Kst  'df - 
these  oduncSls  was  holderi  yesterday  aftetrtooii; ' 
when  Mr,  Brougham,  as  her  royal  highnessi's''ad-  ^ 
vdciate  general,  laid  befbre  it  copies  of  tbe  borres- 
pohclencie  which  had  recently  pa^^sed^  between  tlie 
illu^'trrobs  parties  on  this  tin^rtuiiate  subject     A 
debate  Immediately  took  place  on  the  expediency  "^ 
of' giving  irntri^diiite  publicity  thlEtt^to:    The  ftiW^^ 
Y^'^mtm^  th^  it  wte  t66  gi^t  a^  f^¥'' 
CAUB  to  be  shuffled  away  at  so  critical  a  moment 


/ 
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tmplaffed.     It  was  6ppoMd»  howtirer^  by  the  more 
^EVm^  ^y^^"^  imprqpei:  4il^al  $^  .U^  ^v^lfl^ 

^J^epe^  ]P?r^^^  delicacy.  TWs  .^jTBitlbfi;^)^^  pijgy- 
nriej^t^^weyeiv  was  seoo  over-mi^led.  l|X^w.;/»p{^9l. 
to  numbers;  for/ on  a  divi8iQK|L  taking  plfc9f^.?y||^ 
o^^^ir^tood  they  istood  thus  -rr'* .  A^ter  ^hif»  ^^* 
t|qi^<^  M^PonscMiby^  there  mtes  9  Jwt  .^  Min^l 
s^^prii^ted  that  they  could  not^  be  ix^i^t^kel?^,  t^^ 
l^^jrf^Tvbich  was  his  own.  He  <»kuld  :V(^u^^^ 
hi^.j^Qnprable  friend  near  hioi  e6uUf;yc^(dv,tfc|||^ 
t^^jiever  was  a  more  unfourided  folsehoo^  i^tf^«^ 

^  ^^^^^  PH^P^  ^f  ^^«  P^l'WJd  ov  %^H|fti^, 
p^^lic,^  a  ijiore  impudent  U|9  was  .n^Vfr  ^  .tf?14^flW^ 
pi;injt|^^  It  was  untrue«  that  he,»  or  any  Qf4l^5fj4 
witb,  ^liQm  he  was  in  the  habit  of  coAsqUi^gr  l)|4/l 
eyer,  l^e|d  Any  ^  **  cmnfiiU*'  01:  commHoi<»|ifm^  9^^^® 
si^jijlje^t*  There  was  no  one  wjip  regretted  |pgr||^ 
tbiKi  ^  ^id^the  sqmdal  which  im-qsc ^^m  4llipn^ 
p|i)^|cati9ps^ .  birt  np  ittooceht  PfniP.W  ,^I^B^^;|R 
involyedii^f^lie,  disgrace  of  tbeuv  W*  H^^  M^f^?y?f 
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though  he  had  spoken,  be  virtually  silent  on  the 
suhjei^,  rieispectittg  which  a  question  had  been  |miiU 
(Hear!  Hear!)  He  (Mr.  W.)  could  cniy  infi^ 
from  fhM  silence  a  disat^owal  of  the  toime^iMli  or 
diaithl^  abt  being  done,  he  or  his  coUeagml  9v«re 
als'bam^  of  the  advice  they  had  |^ve»*>c  YiSTcdfTYi 
Hear!)  If  the  house  did  what  it  wis  its iSoAy^i^ 
do;>it  would  extort  that  answer  wMeh  bad  iKflii 
ileftrsed.  As  it  was  a  matter  of  sudi  ui|^n^:|^ 
portance,  he  thought  to-morrow  shduM  te  pfeGiKr 
i^'as'^he  "day  for  the  discussion  of  the  quc^tijMp 
not  only  because  it  was  the  nearest  day»  but  )^- 
cittse  it  wiij)  that  on  which  the  insult  was  intended 
¥6^- pfaotised,  not  only  on  her  royal  highness  tjiie 
^Mc^s  of  Wales,  but  on  the  king  in  his  infirjQfUl^. 
(Hear  i  Hem^ !)  He  hoped»  therefore,  the  honpi:- 
'^te  l^entleman  would  bring  forward  his  mptim  to- 

^  '  Mr.  Methuen  said,  that  he  had  fixed  his  motion 
fer  ^Friday  on  account  of  the  drawingrroom  to  mor- 


r.„  r. 


Mr.  Whithread—r**  That  is  the  very  reason  wjiy 
it  should  be  brought  forward." 
'^^  On  the  3d  df  June,  the  speaker  said  be  had  to 
acquaint  the  house,  that  since  the  house  had  Q>^t, 
his  had  received  a  letter  from  her  royal  bigbnK^ 
the  princess  of  Wales,,  which  he  was  desired. by  her 
I  -royal  highness  to  communicate  to  the  house.  With 


I  -■  1 
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-mlkumk  zpnaot  jfegeftt  ^<$i  bejstti  k#^i^  i]^^k|t 
^JWrti'Jllia  itt  dediW.  Jtw  |oy4,  bigjlpess% Jas4 

I>3iii|!|ife  |a'»e6tetljii^  of  1806  «)(}i,J807»,a(i»4Jj5g^ 

344rf,^iM«i>^  tiie «ecol]ection;  of  t^  ^f)^s|s„^:f^^ 

^    VH^'i'^py  atid  onqii&Hfied  vin^calk^a  of  ^  jyr^r 

conceal  from  hcfrtelf  the  intefhtibn  of  the/|i4lM0 

Wt  ^e'^bAJKTty  that  -thetsr  lBa^^'uttilii«%  «j^' 
jectij  m  view,  pregnant  >^ith  danger  to  the  se<mtil^ 

realm,  '  '-••■•r'----^vi  j-;';^-,...'-,-^  ■:;c'  bJuoife  ii   ' 


0!  lS)&*iSLi-i  ijjUa.sn.-J 


'^edtuOn^tjMttei,  'tarioiiijAtt^tiii- 


eommons. 

"  The  princess  of  Wales  enclcMses  a  copy  of  th»' 

'  4  ^ 
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I 

correspondence  which  has  passed,  and  requests  Mi^- 
Speaker  to  communicate  it  to  the  house  of  commoriflP- 

ft 

'*  Connaught'hause,  June  S,lSl4h' 

The  Speaker  then  asked  whether  it  was  the^ 
pleasure  of  the  house  that  he  sliould  hand  the  in- 
closed documents  to  the  clerk,  and  there  being  aa 
uhivelrsal  cry  of  "Hear !  Hear !  Hear  T  the  docu- 
irients  were  presented  to  the  clerk.      Upon  the' 
Sjpeaker*s  proposing  the  question  that  they  should- 
be  read,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to.     The  cJerk 
then  read  the  several  lette!rs ;  upon  which, 

•Mr.  Met hue7i  rose;  but  Mr.  Lygon  (member 
for  Worcestershire^)  proposed  the  exclusion  of 
strangers,  and  the  gallery  accordingly  remained 
closed  until  the  discussion  terminated.  The  fol- 
lowing was  published  as  a  sketch  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  Methuen  commented  on  various  passages  of 
the  correspondence  between  the  princess  of  Wales 
and  the  queen,  as  also  on  the  minute  of  council 
of- the  lOth  of  April  1807,  in  which  the  cabinet 
expressed  their  concurrence  in  that  part  of  the  re- 
port which  acquitted  her  royal  highness  the  prin- 
cess of  Wales  from  all  criminality.  The  honorable 
gentleman  then  moved  "  That  an  Inimble  address 
be  presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent, 
to  pray  his  royal  highness  that  he  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  acquaint  the  house  by  whose  advice  hia 
royal  highness  was  induced  to  form  the  **  fixed  and 


Ui^Iterable  determination  never  to  meet  her  royal 

''-,.■     '    •  ,      ....  .      ...        ■        . 

highness  the  princess  of  Wales  upoii  any  occasion, 

•     '*■■«.       •  •  ".  . 

either  in  private  or  public,*'  as  coipmunicated  by 

*        •  — 

his  royal  highness  to  her  m^'esty,  together  with 
thie  reasons  submitted  to  his  royal  highnels  upon 
which  such  advice  was  founded.*' 
,  ^Mr.  Martin  seconded,  the  motion. 
,  Mr.  Bathurst  paid  a  tribute  to  the  motive  df 
ihe.  mover,  but  he  had  used:^o  ^rgumenti^  to  ior^ 
duce  the  house  to  agree  to  the  motion.    .O^it  ofalk 
the  papers  that  are  now  before  the  house  he  .ba4r 
used  only  the  letter  from  the  princess  of  Wales  toh: 
the  regent.     Surely  it  was  not  for 'the  letter^^^n 
<|aestiony  that  the  ministers  w^e  to  be  respoivsible.^ 
The  main  object  of  the  motion  was  to  know  wjbyf 
the  princess  was  prevented  from  being-  at^  court. 
Will  parliament  call  upon  the  regent  tp  d^lari? 
^ho  advised  him  not  to  see  the  princess  ?  ^^6' 
honorable  gentleman  indulged  himself  in  sp^he$(^ 
^bout  liberty,  as  if  it  was  a  question  MThere  Ubertj^ . 
i^a»  cpimected.     As  for  the ;  charges  pf  guiU;.  t|^}|; 
were  irresistibly  refuted  at  a  former  period*;:  X^'; 
Dt;ber  periods  of  oiB*  history,  discussions  yvex^yCfjf^^ 
ri0d  on  between  different  members,  of  thQ  Tpy«L^ 

'  '  '  . 

fqk^ily  to  a  greaifer.  ex^ss  than  at  present;  and  y^rv 

pipr^iapaen^, was  not  called  on  to*  interf^r^  ^//vPf^Sd 
>  -.  .  .   *    _  .  ^ 

b9f^cMrab|e  gentleman  had  talked  of  a  '^'gMt^  9ft>^9^4 
Plifl<¥W  .to  attend  tjje  dt^wU^g-rwao, .,  NqW: jf^t , 


i. 


[  «*«  ] 

the  Qoiidtffoti^  ftd>1^rf  pf  .t;he  prown  on  9t»te  lif- 
ers, req^oa^Ue  for  proj^itntions  to  be  present  at 
CQort  ?  The  objept  pf  thp  motion^  the  substance  qf 

the  things  w«s  the  princess'^  admission  to  ccuict: 

« 

ivUL  they  wy  that  she  ought  to  be  there  and  t^ie 
jrvgent  not?  Thos^  prohibitioBs  to  be  present  jit 
court  might  p]:ocefK}  from  different  clauses :  these 
questions  of  guilt  ^  if^nocence  from  ^9*^  ^^ 
fidvolaas  as  those  mentionec],  for  the  first  tiii\e»  in 
that  house*  by  the  honorable  gentl?m<en  for  differ- 
<inee  of.  tast?.  H^e  the  right  honorable  gentloiQan 

mad(^  some  historical  observationst  and  added*,  th^t 
tbe  duphess,  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberland  were 
forbidden  thp  courts  but  there  was  no  imputation 
of.  guilt — no  question  or  guilt  of  innocence  there, 
and  yet  they  were  never  received  at  court :  but;  if 
1^0  \^q\k(Xf^h\^  gentleman  prided  himself  upon  the 
opinion  of  the  king  as  to  the  path  of  the  princess's 
€)Qi)duct|,  a^  a^uded  to  in  the  report  of  tb^  council, 
he  Qiight  find  himself  on  inves^tigation  most  mis- 
taken :  but  the  wore  this  unfortunate  question  was 
discussed  the  niore  irritation  was  produced.  He 
did  not  wish  to  withdraw  himself  from  responsi- 
bility^ but  the  question  the  hom^  was  called  upon 
to  interfere  in  was  a  question  of  etiquette.  Will 
the  houi^e  call  upon  the  regent  to  rescind  his  re- 
solution ?  This  house  might  as  well  be  called  upon 
to  interpose  on  account  of  the  separation.  The 
present  case  is  one  of  mere  court  etiquette  arising 


if  om  drcutnfifanees  /o^a%  distinct  jtom  giiitt,  :Ko 
^gulfif'  M  bhdi^ed ;  for  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
^thf(h1^aid  is  true;  if  it  were  so  jshe  would  n<>1t  tfe 
p£hMitted  to  lee  her  daughter.  The  parliitim^m 
%aiirtdt  with  propriety  interfere ;  he  calls  uphri  the 
laioii^r  to  sto{^  it  in  the  beginnings  he  dd^^lk 
Itl^nn^^  it  is  so.    The  main  question  ii^x^A 

%e  house  interfere  without  the  greatest  mischief 
%  an  the  parties  eoncerhed  ?  He  d>ncluded  by  op- 
jicSing  ike  riiotion.    - 

^:MtyWMtbread—'''Xhe  speech  of  the  right  Ikt^ 
iiR^ble' gentleman  in  defence  of  the  advice  he  hkii 
giVen,  has  been    like  the  advice    itsel^-Hspeciid 
ibiiiiute  wavering,  assuming  a  rigbti  a  right  tote^'- 
c3ttde,  and  acting  as  it  weire  consdouis'thie  parly  ad- 
Vised  had  no  such  right.    Sir,  I  m^ntain,  that  ^  ^ 
^reat  indignity,  a  harsh  disgrace^  a  cruel  and  dft- 
«Eximt^  punishment  has  been  iniBfoted  on  dti'in-' 
^dtiiiik  person,  oti  a  subject  of  the  cr6wn*-^whd  w^ 
l^'\:fa)CKt  droWn  jwotected  as  long  as  it  h^d  moral 
^hSa  mental -life  and  energy  to  protect.    At  otfi? 
WiAe  the  right  ;honorable  gentleman,  shrunk  fi^ih' 
^fae'  tontest^llb  diveisted  himself  of  aU  responsi^^ 
IttHty,'  he  was  ashamed  of  his  pwa  act  s^nd  deed--- 
4ll  the  advice  t^t  he  had  given.    The  sovereign 
arid  crowh  was  left  by  hun  to  trample  i^p^any 
raMect-^to  gtaitify  its  own  utadyisea  and  uncon- 
ftbrited  vindictive  resentment  yet  at  tbe  end  df 
his  speech  he  lets  us  know  that  the  sovereign 


} 


power  did  not  act  for  itself. '  That  there  were  ad- 
visers^  that  he  could  name  them^  could  give  them 
up  if  the  house  should  call  upon  him  so*  to  do. 
Let  them  come  forth !  He  has  treated  this  as'  only 
an  exclusion  from  dn  assembly,  from  a  fete,  but  a^ 
positive  exclusion  the  advisers  dared  not  warrant;' 
that  was  a  proceeding  too  manly.  It  was  an  affront 
ta  be  operated  through  the  iqueeri,  consort  of  thitf^ 
moharch,  who,  when  the  king  had  the  use  of  His' 
faculties,  had  commanded  her  to  receive  the  prin^ 
cess  of  Wales  at  her  court,  as  the  symbol  of  her 
entire  innocence,  of  her  complete  acquittal.  This 
reception  continued  till  the  king^s  indisposition, 
and  then  the  regent  was  advised  to  employ  the 
queen,  his  mother,  to  banish  the  princess  of  Wales 
from  court.  Could  this  advice  have  been  risked 
had  the  king  mentally  existed  ? — Oh  no!  he  should 
have  thought  that  gentleman  and  his  colleagues 
would  have  been  eager  in  their  advice  to  conciliate 
and  to  calm  :  to  proclaim  the  innocence  they  had 
so  often  declared,  but  the  reverse  is  the  case.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman,  as  he  knows  the  king 
cannot  contradict  him,  has  ventured  to  throw  but 
an  insinuation,  as  if,  in  the  assertion  made  of  the 
complete  approbation,  the  affectionate  attachment 
of  the  king  was  not  well  grounded.  The  king 
cannot  speak,  and  he  quotes  the  king,  to  wound, 
through  his  sid^,  tjie  princess  of  Wales.'  This  h 
of  a  piece  with  the  whole  of  their  proceedings.     I 
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wiU  not  'repeat  wh^t  a  noble  lor4  who^  be  it  i^ 
membered,  is  not  a. party  to  this  advice,  said  chi^ 
former  debate  on  this  subject,  ncHr  the  testiiQQny:; 
giv^n  by  all  erf  the  princess's  entire :  innocenqe.     1 
maintain  the  king  thought  her  so,  and  the.pri^oess 
is  so  convinced.     He  proved  he  thought  so  by  his 
kindness  and  cordial  reception.     When  the  king, 
-was.  well  no  man  would  have  dared  to  deny  it.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  durst  not /have  done  it;  r 
but  if. he  questions  the  right  pf  the  princess  of 
Wales  to  appear  where  the  king  placed  her,  it  iij . 
to  be.  hoped  that  she  will,  notwithstanding,  j;ht. 
moderation  she  has  evinced,  accept  the  advioe  to:^ 
appear  at  cdurt,  and  then  let. us  see  who  will  nd^:. 
viae  that  admittance  be  refused  to  her.      As  to.  ■ 
stirring  the  question,  I  ask  who  has  stirred  it  ? ,  Iss.  ?  I 
it  the  person  who  vindicates  her  own.  innooencevii 
from^ unjust  and  foul  aspersions;  who  follows,  tk^'/ 
example  set  her  by  the  prince  regent  himself  ;iti,'f/> 
publishing  to  the  world  that  afiected  honor  ai)4:/< 
character;    oris  it  those  who  directed  this  duelji 
outrage,  this  unprovoked  indignity^  that  has;|5i^r;j> 
casiohed  this  affront  ?  Has  she  complained  that  t^r  ^^ 
near,  r^ations  have  been  prevented  from  visitij^gi,  , 
her^  that  it  has  been  intimated  tq  alj,  that  to  vA^f^  1  <> 
her  waif;  to  exclude  them  fepni  the  court?  To^^afl^^  ., 
injuries  she  has^ patiently  bcarne,  she  has  submijl^(^,:i; 
in  silence.  Where  does  the  burden  pfagit^tii^g^ thc^; /, 
question  rest?  Upon  those  who  have  planned  and. 


••    •        ■     .•..•■*9  •  ■       T     .-.**■.      s  , 

advised'  this  foul  indignity  and^ihjustijoe. ;  ;;T|i€ 
', fight  honorable  gentlemari  has  quoted  proccadf^it 
.  'from  history  most  erroneonsly :  he  has  taU^i4.^of 
,  queen  Anne  having  been  forbidden  the  €o\xsLjay 
.  queen  Mary,  the  fact  i»  not  ao:  Jdng,  Wa^IIji^ 
nettled  at  some  {^tep  taken  about  the  Bettlemi^Jlf  of 
her  revenue,  forbad  tjbe  countess  of  Marllmrci|i^h 
i(who  was  supposed  to  be  her 'advjser)>  to^iifQff^f^  to 
court  There  was  here  no  imputatioD  on  qhncac^er, 
no  charge  of  crime,  no  insinuation  of  thrice  ^^ted 
guilt;  but  the  princess  Anne,  resenrtmg.lier  fa^ 
vorite  being  forbidden  the  court,  declined  appearing 
there  herself  too.  Next  as  to  the  cases  of  George 
1.  and  II,  in  both  cases  the  charges  were  speoific: 
lord  Hardwicke  has  left  an  aecount  of  the  latter 
case,  and  also  what  the  advisers  of  the  crown  then 
did,  and  what  was  the  opinion  of  each.  He  said  him-^ 
self,  whilie  advising  concitiatory  measureSii  ail  thit 
maybe  brought  before  parliam^it;  but.  now  the 
ministers  will  tell  nothing.  Lord  Hardwieke;  says^ 
parliament  may  call  for  these  papers;  h^p  the 
right  .honorable  gentleman  says,  that  /pac^iam^it 
shall  not  hear  one  word,,  y oit  shall  hear  Dothifig 
from  us.  George  II.  directed  the  publicsition  of 
all  the  papers  that  had  passed  between  hi|i  soci  and 
himself,  ahd  circulated  them,  among  tiis,  &reigu 
ministers,  that  all  th^^  world  m\^  i^W  ^^^ 
grounds  on  whith"  he  had  acted»<  3q.  di%JC!^t  ttom 
the  unmanly  ministers  of  the  present  day,  who 


devise  schemes  to  attack  a  woman  a  thouttind  ways, 
''ihd  ccNitri ve  ten  thousand  obstacles  to  her  defence. 
/'Bbttlile  right  honorable  gentleman  talks  of  this 
^  as-behig  only  an  exclusion  from  a  common  assembly. 
^  Is  it  then  nothing  that  her  nephews,  that  her  future 
'  i^<^in-law  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  has  so  ftn-^ 
^^'j&ilhced  himself  to  her,  her  near  relation  ^he  kiiig 
'  '-m  Prussia,  the  emperor  of  Russia,  the  immortal 
Bittieher,  the  companion  of  her  father  in  arms,  is  it 
^/ii6thing  that  they  should  remark  the  absence  of 
^  thd  princess  of  Wales,  and  to  be  toldJt  is  for  reasons 
dridefined,  and  of  which  the  regent  aloAe  continue*' 
the  jiidge?  Sir,  under  these  circumstances,  such  in- 
' '   fliction  is  worse  than  loss  of  life,  it;  is  loss  of  repu- 
*Waoii,  blasting  to  her  character,  fatal  to  her  fame. 
But  this  thing  we  hear,  to  day,  no  man  now  dares 
'/  td'i^y'  that  she  is  guilty.    All  the  charges,  says 
thi^'  h6riorable  getleman,  were  .irresistibly/ upset 
..    ,,*    It  is  our  duty  to  extend  our  view  to  the.  whole 
dbject,  to  look  at  it  in  all  points  of  view  to  which 
V    ftreafches.     1  ask,  would  the  king  have  consented 
^  thkt  the  marriage  ofthe  princess  Charlotte  of  Wales 

,.    ,_/  ihbiild  have  taken  place  in  private,  toha,ve  been 
Afnuggled  in  a  corner  ?  No,  the  parliament  .will,  and 
r        '  di  thie  nation  will  call  that  this  marriage  s^all  be 
'-.  '  bublic,  and  that  the  princess  of  Wales  shall  be  there, 

.  ,^7* '    the  state  hecoming  her  rank  and  station.    Now,  a; 

**  i?  ■  —^. ,. .  '  ■  .        , 

1^  an  event  which  sooner  oi:  later  must  happen, 
miini  tile  demise  of  the  crown,  is  the  princess  c 
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Wales  to  be  crowned?  She  must  be  crowned,  w)ip, 
doubts  it?  One  hears  it  whispered  abroad,  a  corona-, 
tion  vt  not  necessary.  1  believe  it  \t  Will  the  hor 
norable^gentleman  say  it  is  not?  He  dares  not  say 

9 

so,  crowned  she  must  be,  unless  ther^  be  some  dark 
base  plot  at  work^  some  black  act  yet  to  do ;  unless 
the  parliament  consent  hereafter  to  be  made  a  party 
to  some  nefarious  transaction.  If  it  is  their  inten- 
tion to  try  the  question  of  divorce  let  them  speak 
out,  if  such  their  meaning  be. 

**  Let  better  counsel  be  given  to  the  regent,  and 
undo  what  has  passed:  people  do  this  every  day: 
it  is  the  tribute  paid  by  fiery  passions  to  conviction 
and  returning  reason.  Sir  R.  Walpole  prided  him- 
self in  the  reconciliation  he  effected  between  George 
I.  and  the  then  prince  of  Wales;  it  was  a  concili-' 
ating  minister  did  this ;  happy  would  it  be  if  our 
ministers  would  follow  his  example.     One  would 
have  thought  if  ever  there  was  a  period  when  it 
was  an   object  to  represent  the   royal  family   as. 
united,  this  was  now  that  period.      The  people 
maintain  that  family  not  only  for  state  and  show, 
but  for  their  examples  of  moral  and  domestic  vir- 
tues:   what  the  king  so  uniformly  shewed,  and 
what  have  endeared  him  to  his  people,  more  th^n 
any  other  circumstances  of  his  reign.     Let  it  not 
then  be  said  that  the  emperor  of  Russia  finds  no 
person  whom  the  law  does  not  protect,  who  is  ex- 
posed to  outrage  and  insult ;  apd  that  person  the 
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Wife  Iff  the  prince  regent  Noav,  sir,  if  the  righl 
faon6rable  gentleman  hai  not  a  doubt  of  the  print 
o^s^  of  Wales  having  a  right  to  appear  at  pQurt;« 
the  use  of  which  she  has  consented,  at  present  tp 
wave,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  if  she  ^nd  ho  pro- 
.  teibtion  in  this  hous^^  the  last  refhge  of  the  destitMte 
and  oppress^^  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  will  be  advised 
to;  assert  het  right,  and^ .  however  reluctantly,  to 
date  the  adviiiersi  of  the  regent  directly  to  exieicut^ 
their  intentions*" 

Mr,  Tiemey  wished  the  ^ubj^ct  ndt  to  be  pressed 
now,  in  the  hope  that  by  the  next  drawing-room 
thc^  prince  regent  would  be  advised  to  phang^  his, 
resolution  with  respect  to  the  princess.  On  tbit 
suggestion  Mr.  Methuen  withdrew  his  nootioh. 

There  is  something  refnark^bly^  prophetic  in 
Mr.  Whitbread's  speech;  but  that  gentlemiin 
erred,  when  he  said**  she  In^st  be  cErowned:^  the. 
(Soronatioh  of  a  que^n  dependl  an  the  w>U  of  the 
iittg.  

At  4the  very  tim^  wh^n  ther  flupti^S'  of  the 
hekress  of  the  English  throned  with  the^  hereditii'jt 
pripce  of  Orange  were  intended  to-  be  solemnizfedp. 
the  zfitelligence  of  its  rupttire  created,  universal 

attt«H)ishment.    The  cause  was  stated  to  bav.6  b^ea 

•  ■■■■.  ' '  ■  '' 

to  arcArsion  6f  the  princess^  to  quit  hei^.native  land* 
Theprinefeof  Orange,j  in  order  to  parry .  the  royal 
ftti*  oti^'s  objection,  engag/ed  only  to  take  her  bvef 
for  a  shaft  time  to  Holland,  with  a  View  bo  sh^w 
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her  t6^th^  iSateb/piedging^hil  vrctdoShAao^t^n&Ji 
prinM^iiid  If  gmtien»h  that  hei  wouklcj^idciself  iti»jbl 
turiikwitih^'blfr  in  aibrtntght,  add  never  ask 'Jberia?:! 
go  again. :    In  thU  the  princess  appeared  at  ^  fiat  a 
to  aAquieitofer  ^Ad  th^  marriage  settitaMnts  wsxa  ^i^ 
nearly^  dt^ii;  -  A  large  sum  of  money  was  oirttoo.17 
way  from  Holland  in  order  to  purchase  Jewekr  -v. 
the  pwri^e/».aJso  were  ordered,  and  the  day  fixed  ..^ 
for  the  1st  qf  August      Suddenly,  howevefj^  the 
princess  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  security  ten- 
dered  to  her  that  she  should  not  be  obliged  to  "^ie- 
sidei^g^sr^than  she  wished  in  Hedland,  and  de- 
manAied>^hM-a  clause  ^should  be  inserted  in  the 
marriage  contract,  prohibiting  her  ever  quitting  i 
this*  Icihgdom  bn  any  account,  or  for  any  time, 
how^'fner  short.     To  this  condition  the  princely 
suitoirlia^-n^the  power  to  consent,  as  he  was  al- 
ready engaged  to  the  Dutch  to  take  the  princessv 
amotig  'i^km  lot  a  short  time ;   but  still  pledged 
himk^lf  ^ais  a  man  of  honor  to  return  to  England 
with'4i€fr  irfltbr  her  first  introduction  to  his  nation^; 
Thik  nfi>t  being  thought  sufficient^  the  contract  was 
broteM]ft)ff:         - 

Tite  indignity  of  being  >excluded  firom  court; 
Bjidhtlhd^  all,  her  separation  from  her  beloved 
dauglrteri  induced  the  pidncess  of  Wales  to  beconie 
a  voluntary  exile ;  though  her  departure  from 
Engli^nd;  at  such  a  crisis,  was  deemed  impolitic  by 
somoe/a^  it  aflPoi^ed  opportunities  of  doubting  her 


/ 

ktten  mbicb  passer  between  herioyw^i  twglMiowh-ih': 
iord^Livdrpool  and  Mr,  Whitbread*  iouojpdldjMiy  lo.^ 
prenjous  toher  rojal  highness'^  embarklitioii^  fiN^  -.^ 
the  «i»ykiMnt»  and  which  will  aiSord  a  elue  tathe 
motivtS;  in  which  her  royal  highness  was  inflvenofd;  -  ^^ 
in  het  departure  from  this  coiintiyv  vi     ,  >^ 

LMtrfrom  lierHoyal  Highness  to  iLordLvmrpool^    '^ 
first  Minister  tojthe  Prince  Regent,  dated  V&d-^    ' 
iwt^Aif'i^^  26^  J^k  1814.  ^^^^'^'J  ^^'v.£rwr. 

^'  Ufae prihcesft  <^  Wales  requests  lordXiyerpo^l     -: 
to  hrpi before  the  Prince,  llegent  the  eontSBtf^^^^  .  r^ 

thi8:riettn.-.  ;     •     '  .'/  ':.":'::.'.  ^;  :v..;-     '-^[yr-.-f^ 

^lAotuated  b}r  the  most  urgen^t  niptive5:that  pf   -,> 
restoriog  tnancjuillity  to  the:  prince  regent^  as  w^  r 
IS  tor^eeure  the  -peace  of  mind,  of  whi<^  sb#  ,him     ;. 
beeif'ffiir  so  many  years  deprivedtthe  prii^a%  of  ^: 
WaM&:after  matmre  reflection,  has  I'e^y^  to  jrcr    ^^ 
tunt>te:tbe  ^Continent    This  rasoliitkifVrO^ght  n^t . 
lb  surpiise  the  ministers'of  the  prince  regeij^t^  eoiv  ,,v 
ndei^g  the  trouble  and  disagreeable  jQxperienfHE^vo(i .  r 
the  princessjfor  so  long  a  time ;  and  still  mor^^.afltei;  vJ 
the  jiidignity  jtfid  mortification:  ta  wbioh  s}ie  Im 
beeif  ^  exposed,  by  being  withheld  from  receiytngi     . 
her  tfeatest  relations,  and  the  most  intirna^ /dends    ^ 
of  tbi^  late  duke  c^  Bnms wick  her  iUustrioii|&  f^tl^i^r, 

''^Elie 'princess  is  extremely  anxious  that  t^,  ^* 
princxf'  r^etit  ehoidd  be  informed  oi:  tl^.  ^nptiyeiw vv^;^ 
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and  ^dearly  comprehend  b^r  pUt  condiicfc  «s  i^d^ 
cally  exhibited.  In  exactiiig,a  ju$tiftcMioi>  frMi 
tfai^  noble  nation,  her  sole  prot^ctioa  »iQce  the !  nAr. 
fortunate  indisposition  of  theking»  she  isvto  be 
understood  as  solicitous  only  to  maintain  her  righ^ 
and  her  honor,  which  are  dearcfr  to  ber  tbpui  l^i 
itself.  »  .:r'. 

"The  princess  of  Wales  would  have  undertaken ' 
lier  projecjted  tour  long  before,  if  she  hadt  not  been  f 
prevented  by  the  breaking  off  the  projected  mar^  . 
riage  of  the  princess  Charlotte  with  the  prmoe  6t(\ 
Oruige.  She  could  not  resolve  to  leave  her  daughter  - 
without  protection,  at  a  period  so  cntioaL    Tfafe '^ 
prince  regent  having  planned  to  establish  the:  neir  ' 
married  couple  at  the  Haguey  the  priifeess  Charge 
lotte,   on  that  account  principally,  dectined  the  ^ 
match.    Unwilling  to  prove  any  obstacle  to  future 
arrangement  favourable  to  the  happiness  of  bef 
daughter,  the  princess  of  Waleft  has  at  length  re^ 
solved  to  return  to  Brunswick,  her  native  country. . ' 
She  may  afterwards  travel  into  Italy  and  Greeci^ 
where  she  may  probably  be  able  to  select  an  agree** 
able  abode,  and  live  in  it  for  some  years.      Tbfe 
princess  flatters  herself  that  the  prince  regent  Will  , 
have  no  objection  to  this  design. 

**  The  princess  of  Wales  requests  lord  Liverpool 
to  represent  to  the  prince  regent,  tliat  she  resigns 
Montague-house,  and  the?  title  of  the  ranger  of 
Greenwich  park,  in  favour  of  bee  daught^i  jk  akp 


^M^  tidute  bequeathed  to  her  by  her  mother.  The 
^WtiM!es9  of  Wales  hopes  the  prince  regent  will 
Ki^iiit  this^  favour,  the  last  she  will  solicit. 

y'^  The  princess  embraces  this  opportunity  to  ex-r 
jstatb  the  motives  which  have  induceid  her  to  de* 
clitic  the  grant  of  £50,000  voted  to  her  by  the 
nation  in  parliament.  She  expresses  her  most 
]iud3;(  acknowledgment  to  this  liberal  and  generous 
nation  for  its  willingness  to  grant  her  such  a  p^n^ 
nam  during  life;  but  she  has  only  taken  £3'5^00O,  /: 
'because  as  the  gift  was  intended  to  support  her  iri 
^er^prpper  rank,  anci  to  enable  her  to  hold  a  cduft 
asiiiecame  the  wife  of  the  prince  regent,  the  receipt'' 
efit^woiu}d  'interfere  with  her  views  of  tratellmg; ' 
and « her  purpose  to  quit  England  for  a  seasdTi: 
Suck'is^be  substance  of  her  present  communica- 
tipir^  lord  Liverpool,  which  the  prim:6ss' woiihl 
liav«  mttde  befbi>e,  but  for  the  fear  of  prbdttch^jijf:^^^' 
aew/)d€lbiites  in  parliament.  She  liaise 'thereffoi^''*'^ 
waited  tii€Mri$ihg' of  parliament,  and  is  now  Jlboift  7" 
to  4qttnfoir  Worthing,  to  embark,  not  ^-^^'^^^-^■-''^ 


-*■ 


•.;'i^ 
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to  retorn  previously  to  London. 

••-fill*  prinee^s  of  Wales  is  happy  to  Aissure  lord  ' " 
lAv^tipoAtkit  she  will  ever  be  ar(ieMfy'sbMt&tt*  '^''^ 
Ibr  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  this  generouisrnation,   '^  *' 

,  Letter  from  the  princess  qfWaks  te  Mr.  W 

\    hredd  and  to  his  friends^  dated  25th  ♦^t%,.|Sl4-.     . 

V  "  ^\ 

J  •* ^kt  ^mem ^  Walds  has  the  pleasdw  tqrm<' ^'^ 
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furm,  and  frankly  to  avow  to  Mr.  Whitbre«d,  that 
the  is  about  to  take  the  most  important  .step  injfa 
life*  She.  has  embraced  the  resolution  of  :quittiog 
this  country  for  a  time;  and  has  written  to; lord 
Liverpool  to  immediately  inform  the  prince  rj^nt 
,of  hex  intention.  The  princess  incloses  a  copy  of 
this  Jetter  to  Mr.  Whitbread^  to  infinrm  biiosdf 
tmd  friends  of  the  plan^of  conduct  which  shejutt 
adc^ted. 

V  f^  The  princess  is  so  persuaded  of  the  well  known 
kitegrity  of  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Brougham, 
that  she  cannot  doubt  but  they  would  have  pro- 
posed such  a  step»  if  motives  of  delicacy  had  ^t 
prevented  them.     The  princess  .is  deeply  pene-  | 
trated  with  gratitude  for  A  he  attentions  which  tbey  s 
'  have  shewn  her»  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions:  j 
This  kindness  on  their  part  has  withheld  her  from  I 
asking  their  advice  on  the  present  occasion;  in 
every  other  instance,  she  assures  them  she  has 
always  followed  the  suggestions  of  her.advisejr^  and  j 
iHends,  and  conformed,  to  their  superior .  intelli-'  ! 
gence. 

^Her  conscience  tells  her,  that  her. conduct  is  i 
worthy  of  her  character  and  of  her  sentiments^  and 
will  always  remain  so.  She  has  had  sufficient 
Insure  to  reflect  niaturely  before  she  adopted  her 
present  resolution.  People  who  know  not  the 
charaeter  of  the  princess  may  be  disposed  to  be- 
fieve,  that  ihe  has  been  induced  to,. adiip^j'''^ 


^^'g  to  tiavcS  eVw  since  1^06;  iQtlitiiitglf  retiMAis, 

^  &1)6  "ifegnaed  beidk  fiei*  ¥(ink  inf  tkis^  kii^doai, 
^^^tia^lte'oF  Wt^,  or  et^^ »«  siitifEdtf>ilidivid6aI, 

barred  from  his  presence  both  in  public* '^iHrfit  in 
""^^1^:  '  The  ipriheess  of  Wale^  kii&«r«  »bt1i6w  to 
'"^MpiUbrt  «o  nrneb  debasetnait  -iNid'  Inottifieitibn. 
'^%ie'6ahhot  tSyw  liers^  to  be  tw>a«ed:  a»%  tasipnt 
'^%jr  the  prince  and  his  family,  wh^n  hat'  iiinooapoe 
'^^  Kit  WM)i  acknowledged  bjr^inisten  and'bjrpH^ia- 
-^  itk^htf^fker  an  investigatloviF  whioh  has  done miray 

the  ticcusati^mi  df  traitors  and  enettiie». : 


■     :   f  ,  %  i 


^  Th^'  -piincess  fiaVing  obtaintNl  f^m  pidblic  siirtis- 

■•■■•■.- 

fkdtibti,  canitoft  in  consdittiae  'remiiittia'btntliiai  to 
"'W  "firkttdls  any  tbng^.  SveMis  wtt^^ioomtiifailly 
*^ 'bdscCtfft^^ieh  cMigfe  Ik*  'aefttow  -atid  ggaitoom 
'  i^ocites  tb  9itep'fbrW8h!1fi^ft<)r4dfeBci^Jaad>tfait 

deviQlion  has  even  proved  a  source  of  <liBagNeiJMiit 

^  IS^iM^  'Mr:^vrhi%f}te«l#teid  fi  iM#r«f-^Mt  l^mUy. 

^^'iffl  ^ttiAbtrtnlf 'i^theftA^  Oftt  f  6e  pikfweM  luwilideik 

' '  M^^di^  t>f  <%his'^efehee;  4dMI  it- ii(>«rilii H^ ««««7 

"^"fKefipifintaBSi  of  Wal^^'is '  4eiiplyiipeiMlta*ed 
'^'^^Wigert^dsi^of  1!hi^  bMfve4filti<»tiiwbiciuifter 
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ijqvmg  taken, so  lively  an  interest  in  her  misfer'- 

Jt^^e§,,andJn  her  sufferings,  as  cruel  as  theyare 

^if nju&t,  so  willingly  aflFords  her  the  meahs  of  living 

rp^pe^hly  in  future.    She  hopes  that  her  graiitdfh^, 

•'•which  will  only  cease  with  her  existence, 'ii«riH'  lie 

oiie  dtry  renewed  in  the  princess  Charlotte,  sM 

that  her  daughter  will  give  proofs  of  it  by  her  zte^l 

for  the  glpry  and  happiness  of  this  kingdom;  % 

defpAding  the  rights  of  her  people;   and  ptoVirtg 

^Jtiy.hec  cod:)duct5  that  great  and  powerftil  aS  ihe 

ja^y  be,  she  will  not  tyrannize  over  any  one,  tniei^t- 

ly  because  they  have  not  the  good  fortune  to  pleai^e 

--"The  princess  of  Wales  would  probably  have 
not  departed  so  soon,  had  not  the  marriage  of  the 
princess  Charlotte  with  the  prince  of  Orange  been 
hipken   off  at   her  own  instance.      Dear  as  her 
daughter  is  to  her,  she  could  not  resolve  td  leave 
her  without  protection  in  a  situation  so  critical. 
v^jf^i^  princess,  aware  that  the  noatch  was  arderttl3r 
4^;sired  hy  the  people,  wished  neither  to  imped 
the  happiness  of  the  nation  nor  that  of  her  daughter 
.Oa  this  account  she  is  solicitous  to  depart  at  6nee 
{^t  it  is  pitiable  to  see  a  child  rendered  on-  dl  oc 
casions  a  source  of  dispute  between  her  parents 
il^e  princess  of  Wales  is  assuredt  that  in  fbtur^^ 
the  princess  Charlotte  will  be  more' happy  iiihc^S 
tranqni];  and  she  is  led  to  make  this  sacrifice,  tha       t 
if  she  remains  some  time  longer  unmarried,  titer     -< 
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f^^l^  fewer  obstacles  to  her  appearance  in  public, 
.er^ father  the  prince  regent  nia)'^  tHui^  tfliiisfc '^thig' 
ost  suitable  of  her  nearest  relations  to  itttrioSlkJ^ 
jr  into  society,  that  she  may  enjoy  th^  pleasili^s 
ilpnging  to  her  age,  and  become  dcqiiaiiitcfd  with 
J?  character  of  the  most  distinguished  p^oris  '6f 
,e  nation;  of  whiqh  knowledge,  she  hasihkherto 
en  deprived  by  means  which  T  proceed  f 6  detifil. 
he  princess  Charlotte  will  the  le^^  fed  th^^rfVa- 
)n^of  her  mother's  society,  as  she  hasr^bfeiri'  fl6- 
|ved  of  it  for  the  last  two  years.     tJlrrit^glliat 
pe,  five  or  six  months  in  succession  haVe*  pasifed 
ray  without  the  mother  being  allowed  tdrsefe  H^r 
lighter.     She  has  even  been  refused  the  coiifetb- 
ion  of  receiving  any  of  her  lettersi,  "^tid  thiis  her 
jret  at  paving  her  is  lessened ;'  f6r  althoii^^liV- 
g,in  the  same  capital,  they  y^re  riot  kll6W^^lo 
?alf,  even  when  they  met  in  their  airing^.' ^' ^Hfer 
ughter's  coachman  was  forbidden  to  'st<^^/Shd 
wted  to  act,  as  if  he  knew  not ^  th^ "^frta^fe^tf 
j^^ncesi  !pf  1^        Thus  t^  tliifeh^^ivill'be 
Iti  Jj]|^.  grief  of  a,  day,  wl^ilst  to  reiiiaiii'ls  W^^liht 
jfgers  in  the. bosom  ]botboifmoth^i''SiM^^^^ 

|a^|prj  berseljP,  anq.so  ,uneasy't'6'6'tlheifs,^<J'is 
;ctea  (by  these  considerati^s :  xMiTnett 


ntsj, 1^)11.  a^'(?prd, with  her  pwrn,  andrtnac.  tHey  Will' 
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Tbe  pciace&s^  befoce  she  enda  this  loBg.  leti^ 
iMt  soljaitpus  to  explaiii  ta  her.  ^visers  the  nxont 
Hii;gc^t  reasons  6)i:  her  quitting  England,  and  l^o 
9aew  th^m  that  delicacy  has  obliged  her  to  put 
Ipi^delf  under  the  protection  of  thk  gKjeat  and  gene* 
li^ui  nation,,  having  no  other  refuge  since  the  indish 
yiosition  of  the, Icing. 

/'That  which  renders  her  situation  still  mprc 
eB»barr^n(^  is,  that  this  generous  nation  ba^ 
aIu3W9  more  devotion  towards  herself  than  to  its 
T^lei;,  who  ought  to  be  the  blessing,  and  glory  pf 
^H- 9^f^^*>  Xb^  piwcess  hopes,,  that  when  shf^ 
has  quitted  JSngland*  the  prince  regent  will  make 
publib  bis  conviction  that  her  conduct  and  eba^ 
racter  have  not  merited  reproach ;  and  thereby  re- 
gain that  popularity,  which  is  due  to  him  on  the 
part  of  this  noble  nation. 

**  The  princess  cannot  end  this  letter  without  as* 
suring  Mr.  Whitbread  and  his  friends  of  the  un- 
alterable sentiments  of  lively  gratitude  and  perfect 
^eem,  that  can  end  only  with  her  life.'* 

Letter  of  Mr.  Whitbread  to  the  Primess  of  Wahs. 
>  dated  the  1st  of  August,  1814. 

*'Mr.  Whitbread  assiu'es  her  royal  highness  the, 
princess  of  Wales,  that  he  has  not*  been  at  all  sur- 
prised at  the  resolution  with  which  she  has  been 
pleased  to  acquaint  him ;  it  cannot  but  give  him 
much  pain  to  think  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  en- 


%  -, 


c. 
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j4iJ%e  aMHibk .  society  of  the  piihcess  fcrrt  l&xoEKt   ^ 
tiijdie.     In  her  absence,  hi&  iitni<>st;;  Mai  shaU  lie  ex- 
efWd'  for  lier  future*  happiness ;  aod  tus^iinallwirsrb^ 


ettohineiit  shaU  be  evinced  bjr  his  effisMrfui  tQ  proK 
iplMF  ibe  we&-being  of  the  prihcew  GfaarlpUc^  the 
lA^fflnir  of  whose  character  woiti^vbf  Iftaellr  sij^^ce 

?"'*i*^ft  condudihg  this  lettet^  Mr.  l/niithread  oply 
iHSishes  to  reiterate  his  sentioieiitd  of  devotion  t^' 
mr  roylA  highness,  and  of  zeal  for  ikr  re-eatabU^- 
n»ni'  in  all  the  rights  of  the  emp^t^  ovp  ^t^^cL 
Jih^  one  day  to  reign.  S./WBXTBW^I^^^^^ 

Iffiitfiniof  Lord  I^verpoolkriheyPrincess^^ 

dated  the  S^h  of  July ^  I9l4i.  v   ::n 

^'  XjQtA.  ijiv^rpool  has:  had  the  honoi;  to  receive 

the  letter  of  her  royal  liighnesis.     ELaving  comn^u- 

ni^tMd  it  to  tlie  prince  regent,  he  has  ordered  him 
ai'-tt^-     «  11.1'  i       '.;  ^"     •»/    fjf'nrjB 

to»  iiuortn  her  Foyal  higlmess  that  he  can  hav6  no 

c^i^c^'^n  to  the  intentions  of  her  roval  hicrhness 


•*' 


»yal  highness 
to  effect  the  design  which  she  announces  to  the 
pcij^^fe^pmt^  oC  returning  tQ  her  ttatiVe  0(9uimI)k^ 
to  visit  her.  brother^  the  dukfi  of  BrotiBwick,  as- 
suring her*  that  the  prince  regent  will  neyj^r  Uyaw 
^y  obntacle  in  the  way  of  hei;  present  or  future 
intenticmfl  as.  to  the  place  where,  she  may  wish  to 

Ine  prince  regent  leaves*  her  royal  hi(rhness  at 
hD^ty  to  exercise  her  own  discretion  as  to  her 


{     Mi6     ) 

Hfoodein  this  counfary  or  on  ifclM^,:fC|6^ti^ 

Hiay  be  convenient  to  her.     »       ji  >,  o-^fnr  n  »'r 

**  Lord  Liverpool  i^  also  commanded  (uiJ^^ 

part  of  the  prince  regent,  tq  inform  h^.^roy^ 

lflg]|ines8,   that  be   will  not  throw  aay  {p^^(^ 

ill  the  way  of  the  arrangements  of  her  ray^If/lj^^ 

ness,  whatever  they  may  be,  respectingc  the  4)qi^^ 

alf  Blackhe^th,  which  belonged  to  the  I^fr^V^^^^' 

of  Branswiek,^*  the  rest  of  the  priv^^  prppj^Jty^^f 

lieoc^HlJbighness.  But  that  for  reasoi^il  r^her  too 

hihg  itoi  explain^  the  prince  regent  wUl  ^H9t  vp^ermi| 

tbe«;princes3  Gli^rlotte  to  be  ranger  of^Qr^^^wiflh 

ffifO'ky'nor  >  to  occupy  any  of  the  hou^eg  jrti  JBi^c|^ 

heath, '  which  her  royal  highness  has,  hitherto  oc^ 

Copied.  ,     .   .  ^ 

-[Kf*^L6rd  Liverpool  has  also  been  enjoined,  on  the 

part  of  the  prince  regent,  before  he  closes  the  lett^ 

which  he  has  the  honor  to  send  to  her  royal  high- 

tttds,  to  tell  her,  in  relation  to  the  two  articjie^ 

^rllichlrer  royal  highness  has  put  in  her  letter:  cap- 

tfi^miiig  the  rupture  of  the  marriage  of  tlie  prinpe^is 

^itdotte  with  the  hereditary  prince  of  jQj-ange^  ais 

^ft^H^fiis  to  the'  reasons  for  which  the  ttllied  savi^ 

i^igik  ^M  not,^  previously  to  theiif  depaAcptefpoaii 

l^la^dvpAy^their  visit  to  her  ixDiyal  highjie^^s,  |^t, 

xijs  td  the  first  article,  lord  Livetpool  isodthsnasiftdieid 

by  the  prince  regent  to  inform  Iter  royal  highnesis, 

%libt  the  priitce  regent  is  not  pdrsnaded  tliat  iJbe 

j^M  v^te  eomideriitions  of  the  eircu  tils  tan  cefe  inM'bit^h 


the. marriage  of  the  princess  6hdii4dtC^JnQ%^4b^4ii0 

^  "    .■    ' 

IStforiff'ailide;  I6i»d  Liverpool  is  ako  ehjdinefl,  pn 

.1 

tfeife  ^art  of  the  prince  regent,  to  signify  to  ;beij 
royiJ  highriess,  that  the  prince  regent  nev»:opposi4 
eifchiinself  te  the  allied  sovereigns  makiiig^  a  rvisiH 
to  lif€t  royal  highness  during  their  stay  in>  Londena 

"**  Loird  Liverpool  has  the  honor  to  be  with  aii 
Isteern  aiid  the  highest  consideration.  '  ;.  d  ti^ 
^  **P.  S.  The  prince  regent  can  make  no- difficu)l4 
tiW  on  the  subject  of  the  directions  ?wliich;:ithri 
princess  has  the  intention  of  giving  as  tOitheifoueid 
at  Bkckheath ;  neither  will  the.prince^  regenfeiopf 
p»se  hier  royal  highnesses  retaining  the  apartmei^ 
in  the  palace  of  Kensington,  in  the  same  noanifief 
'-tB  she^  pbssessed  them  while  in  London^  for  the  con- 
venience of  herself  «ind  suite,"    ^   />    ;.'-.    ,jr   4   iinq 

c0n  the  9th  of  August  the  princdss  dof  fWateside^ 

|)att^  in  the  Jason  frigate  for  the  qdntriteali  ,JSi» 

ierrtved  at  the  Stein  hotel  at  half  jlas^r  ^/t'vrhcbitbe 

-^hffiior^le  taptain  King,  nbt'bei»^iieady!tox]nejQei¥$ 

^her  :on  h^r  arrival^  she  drove.off:  with/ lady  QH(£^ 

fa>ttejbii^say^  another  lady^  and  ma^te^  Au^til^y 

tiielhoy  she  had  so  long  protected^  %&  .SoM.t^  ^T^ 

^Id^  cn^iob.  is  about  2  miles  from  Wortliingi;iap4jt 

I^ldy  wishing  to  ^hide  the  people  who  were?  WfUiti- 

lttg^<^0.  see  hev  embark.    It  is  exceedingly  a'ertiai^lgk 

^le^4iiildltiiideed  occasioned  rnucli^./surprjl^i  jth^ 

<ith^''4iea^8  of  the  Bow4street  offiee,  were  ^atvtb^ 


Stein  hotel  on  this  occasion.  After  her  rojral  high- 
ness had  left  Worthing,  captain  King  appeared  on 
the  beach,  got  inti^a  5fcaSft^^liGSt^  SfJ  about  half 

own  barge,  whiph  prpcee^e^  tp^Xajic^pig,  |^^«lll& 
princess^  herieinali^  domestics  wero^akjen^^n  bopfd. 

suite^verexjonveyedLto  the  barge  in  iirfnAaJl^^^ltif^^ 
cart,  driven  by  her  own  coacho^an.  .  All  tha  eatH-v 
riages  and  hori^ihen  whifi^  had  been  i^nd  ^n  :^:^^|^ 
beacK  aVWorttiing,  and  as  many  pe^stna)^ 
could,^  follojved  her  royal  highness  Jtp  Wf^j^gf^g^ 
When  on.  board  the  barge  she  Xissed  .bet  ban()9t^tQi^ 
the  tS?nciales  who  waved  their  handjyLaFGhiefs.- ^TJm^^ 
farewel  was  a  sijent  one,  seemingly  f^s  if  }t  weKS^f§mt- 
ed  that'shouts  nught  be  misconstrue^,  i  Tbj^;«m»^ 
cess  had  one  conspicuous  articl&auiongJb^r.baggaffier. 
VIZ.  a  large  tin  case  on  which  w^s  painted 4n  5yJi!f!i^>!u  -^ 
letterS--:^*^ Iter,  Moyal  Highness  the  iVi«c^ ..;jg/?f^^,^ 
(^  Walesy  to  be  always  with  her"  Her  royal  bigl^,^*^^^ 
ness  |iad  on  a  dark  cloth  pellise^  with  large  ^gpld^^;;;: 

daspsj,  and  a  cap  of  yiplet  and  gi?een ;  sajti^,  .0^  ^tJ|$^ 

Prussljjh  hussar  costum^,  with  ajTreeii  featb^Frt'  ^,; 

'.*♦-•  -.  -■,-■•»... 

-'■'*■  -  ■        -4-   <^'■ '*-■■* ^  •' t;.- ■'■*■'!•:■  -=1       ^4£2(£1(^£'^ 
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CHAPTEBL  XVIL 

JBig&A  coAo  composed  it  gradually  dUdppear. 
-^Sir  Xoyal  Highnesfs  Court  at  NapU$  in 
lWHif.-^€btm<  Madronos  remarks  on  the  ap- 
pSarmee  of  Mr.  Quentin  in  Naples. — Conduct 
^^OielRing  of  Naples  on  Jicaring  ef  this  n&m 
AriioiuL'^JRer  Royal  Highness s  Court  of 
M^diofis.'^Mimtorious  services  of  M.  Le  JSdrom 
Miur^detny  JPergami. — Her  Royal  Highness 
fiitdtasesa  ViBa  near  Coma. — Qreaily  affect^ 
0ftkenttosqfMr.  Whithreais  premature  death, 
"^^infamous  Plot  formed  against  the  Princess 
^Weiis^  who  is  surrounded  with  Spies.-^Lord 
Ckirta  Stuart  sent  from  London  to  Jifilan.^^ 
VSBUhy  of  Baron  DOmpteda.-^Confession  qf 
mStiuHee  CredCr^Buron  ITOmpteda  Vanished , 


f  .- 


by  Mr.  HannanL-^Afi  att&npit 
t9  ^Wtiirdsr  the  Prihicess.^Remarks  on  a  L&eL   '^  ' 


-^IKiipiilfl  JEl^tf  her  Royal  Highness  was  about  fi> 
IvHt  Mmik  Cktofic,  in  cdnseguencd  of  iXe 
J^p^s  attention  to  her. — She  visits  Genoa^ 
&«•%»  PidesHne,  Jerusalem^  ^.  ^. — Her 
mkend  Acts  qf  Generosity. 

BBR  ngn^  l^q^meN  luinng  visited  her  bratbaf 

Mumtmitk,  tm^ti  at  Sffilni  Oetober  8^  wd  hi 

4l> 


c  ^  ^ 
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the  evening  went  to  the  great  theatre  DeflDi  BoA, 
/acconopanied  by  several  persons  of  distinction;  -Ih  f^ 
1815 «  she  fixed  her  residence  at  Naples.  Tfie  |' 
Ei^lish  pftson^  who  eornposed  the  suite' of  liih  y 
royal  highness,  during  her  travels  gradualtj^^  f^ 
appeared.  -:  -ti^     i 

Lady  Charlotte  J^indsey,  and  lady  EKsaaMk  ^ 
Forbes^  were  her  maid«  of  honor.  Mr  St.'L^i^  '" 
was  her  dliamberlain ;  and  she  had  also  ftir'dMthi-  ^ 
t)erlains,  Mr.  William  Gell  and  Mr.  Craveri'f^t  ^ 

m 

equery  wa$  captain  Hesse;  her  physidart;  TJr.  ^ 
JHoIIandi  Mr.  Sicard,  a  German^  was  Her  ttiajdr*  H 
4Qnio;  ISlx.Jeronivms,  a  German,  her  xnesBer^k\  H 
Philip  Craimlf.  a  German,  her  page ;  his  vnfe'  tin  t 
EngUsli  woman,  was  a  domestic ;  and  there  were  ; 
two  cliambermaids,  also  Germans.  There  was  no  & 
^iglish,  man-servant,  except  a  young  postiHion, 
Hcalled  CharTes  Hartop,  who  at  Naples  wi^  made  ■ 
her  coachman.  Mr.  St.  Leger,  being  prevented  by 

■ "  •  C  '■■■ 

family  affairs,  and  an  ill  3tate  of  health,  from  joiirney- 
iiig  further,  only  accompanied  her  rpyarhighrresrto 
Brunswick.    Lady  Charlotte  Lindsey  ^efiaii*!^  to 
the  Spa,  either  to  join  her  sister,  lady  GftCrjitirrvie^  ^ 
<?r  on  account  of  her  health.      She  r^joirilfd*thef' 
princess  at  Naples,,  who  after  four  months" kb<Si5e  iitf* 
that  town,  quitted  it,  on  accovint  of  llie' )e^jp^^ 
and  the  approaching  political  changes^  ahd\^l%^«r 
towards  the  end  of  :Marc^^^ 
zabeth  Forbes^  desiring  to  see  heir  sistei^  ih 


lll|«irQ«|A.i^«^  Ia4y  (^harlottc  Lindtey 

r:iritH7M^:Driixe6i3..   Mr.  Craven  was  obliged  to  r^p 

olpsinri;  to  i(^ma^y  on  family  a(f«rs^  and  in  order  to 

^UniMJt !»«;  XQOther,  the  Margravine  of  Aaspach.  Mr. 

Jfpltilfm  ^eik  l)ei|yg  attached  by  the  gout,  coiitd 

not  remaunl  with  the  princess  any  longer ;  and  iuik* 

i^.y^  JL  f^  months  l^ave  of  absence.    Captain 

>y^^f!ISf$  y(9A  abliged  to  rfjoin  his  re^iment^  in  con* 

iMiH^we  of  war  being  resumed.     The  princeitf 

^^pdij^g  l^e^self  without  an  English  chamberlain^ 

-lirQmQ  Mr.  St^  JjCger  to  join  her  at  Genoa,  with 

,4(lf(  f9Q)i^ ;  4t  thesatne  time  offering  the  post  of 

.  jJCk^d  of  honor  to  his  daughter.  Her  royal  highness 

fl4MR^^^^  ip^ny  letters  to  press  this  arrangement, 

9)|mthj|@,  declined,  siUeging  his  ill  health  as  the  reason, 

o.7hiP  pnnqe^s  then  offered  a  place  to  sir  Humphry 

j Ijj^  )gdy  I>at;j/,  who  were  at  Naples;   but  they 

5,tfl)S9  l^fitsedy  pleading  the  different  purpose  of  their 

.^.travelling.    From  the  same  motives  of  health,  Mn 

J/^HU^m  JSose,  the  brother  of  the  English  minister 

Q.«t  Berlip,  refused  to  join  her  royal  highness.    Mr. 

1^.  ^Vfnj^ari  also  relbsed,^  saying  that  he  must  re* 

^  tulta.toiC^ngland.    In  th^  same  way,  Mr.  Hartop^ 

\pmi}^  to  Mr.  J^fwfgham^  set  out  for  England,-  to 

|{ f^'^l*  fN^i^y*  ^^  Naples  her  royal  highness  was 
^ff)|^i|^ed J;p  part  with  Dr.  Holland ;  vfith  Mr.  Norths 
f  pf  lady  Charlotte  Lindsey\  and  with  Mr^^ 
Lj^4||p^<;  the  ijirifb.  of  her  banker,  who  wished  to 
L^nB^        children  in  Switzerland.    Mr.  Ncrth  mj} 
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to  return^  t<>  their  pacmte  in  MingUf^y  AtHSttRoib 

^«  the  priDoeM:£wnd  UAy  6leribenMi^.i.^,ifm^ 

^.^.lady  of  honor,  with'  her  Iqvdt  who  Monmeikwith 

.the  princess  seven  weeks.    The  priiK«s^V«MK[ibr 

j,,^  paptain  Mannam  from  England^  to^he  fair  fifytAe 

^.  secretary,  who  joined  her  at  Giepos^   Th^^Ofinda 

,.   fiigate    brought   lady    Charlotte    CamgAi^iriV^A 

&.mily^  fK)nsisting  of  six  young  ladie«»  ^^j^jaS^M 

.frqmKlce.    The  princess  engaged  a  l^dgU^jfor 

them  and  their  governess,  at  her  own  expfftse, 

while  lady  Charlotte  remained  w;ith .  herj  ^fittxh^ 

.  palace.  :•  r.? 

..       When  the  princess  departed  far  MiUnv  the  id^re 

&inily  acoompanied  hex,  her  royal  highness  pacing 

.  the  expenoes  of  their  journey  and  taUe^  :  fiatne 

^  ^^^ks  passed  away^  when  lady  Charlotfa^  recftved 

, .  a  letter  from  her  cousin,  Mrs.  JDaimer ;  md  deps^- 

^,  ed  to  join  her  at  Lausanne.  —     itv 

Lady  Charlotte  CampbeU,  hoping  to  bepoifievlhe 
J  lti€iT]o£  her  cou^  to  whom  she  was  moreover 
under  many  obli^tions,  and  leaving  the  pnpeesi 
suddenly,  her  royal  highness  offered  to  takiet^^er 
eldest  daughter  as  a  maid  of  honor  ;•— she  refused, 
which  was  accounted  for  by  the  young  lady's  mar- 
riage a  few  months  afterwards,  to  sir  JPtlU^w 
Cumming.  The  princess  was  then  in  a  new,  efn- 
.,  baiTiiisament  to  obtain  an  iBng^sh  lady,  always , so- 
licitous to  have  English  about  her.     She  therefore- 
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yiepitt  iait)f4t^  ttiitl'^tlil^,  'li'^««l[fti|i'  iiksiiya^as 
tE>fWldiai^%loifg  tln^  Stild^^'Ob&jt^'  if  <^^itf}^ 

50(BB^h<IMlt^niiifl»^tKe^  met'  a^rica^'ti^^it^  to 

(9(bnilie!ldtIf*^Mss(»^,ind  that  lie'A^i^  i^  slM^on 
or  other  in  the  household  of  the  prince"9@^ht.> 
»v^^b^^litli^^4t^^drfii)f  Ifi^'ai'^'t^  the 
afl^^f^%^otitiif^]i^lMk^i^^;i*t^%a^^^. 
aolfiarasa^iilft  illMitfti^  #u  feiit^^ 

bm^t  laiJKiisv.-^  ]^«i^^hdi^M6i£  '  lE^%@i<iSon 

vfiypkce  in  Europ^,^^all!^^Iia{)if^&fj^li?to 

uid^l^cfiiy^t^f^!  ^»t@ti€b^£rl>hiittfhay^afed 
■i^4efiM  sdii^St^fnti^i^^fXfseve^  oEM^3§^iin», 
.^|ett^ffieirte^I{Sftt»^ritl^^!^d^dig^^^ 

««sS^efnftbe8» <^  Wafe,  ¥hdi  Ho#e^e^,  fij^fibd 
^loiaisiri.)  "3ff8  '    tail  tej.xi*  d'iib"^!  ?i/fttt  ot  e,walK>^ 
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drcumstance  is  rebted)  haatieNBied  to  aec^mi^fe'tlw 
king  of  Naples  of  tint  new  arrival,'  tc^a^etber  witb  % 
the  opinions  eiitortained  oti  the  subject.    Hii^ 
intjeaty  immediate^  cbrrioDanded  tht  minister  tif 
police  tb  ascertain  whether  atiy  horses  tvefe  I^Qiig H  ^^ 
or  even  kK>ked  at  by  Mr.  Quentin;  md  ht  fUM^^^'^k 
over  commanded  the  duke  dl  Roecaromaiia^  lilt  % 
master  of  the  horse  to  send  m  equeity  f o  M#/ .-\ 
Qiientin,  who  should  take  him  through  tlii^  'tojfit  -  • 
stables.    It  resulted  from   the  researches  of -AifV' 
JK>lice  that  Mr.  Quentin  did  not  purchas6/er.a|K  •' 
pear  to  dream  of  purchasing  any  thing  like  a  borad:)^ .  '■ 
and  although  the  equerr}%  who»  the  count  bdievea^^ 
was  the  cavalier  Carafia»  showed  him  a  stud  dS  - 
beautiful  horses,  which  he  purposely  informed  htm 
would  be  either  a6Id  or  given  to  him  to  fkeilifeate 
the  execution  of  his  edmmissionj  he  could  not  her 
made  to  give  the  least  sign  of  a  propensity  fisr 
horse  flesh.     The  king  of  Naplea  then  commanded 
count  Macirone  to  signify  in  his  name  to  the  prih^ 
cess  of  Wales  that  should  the  presence  of  Mr^ 
Quentin  or  any  other  supposed  agent  of  ker  per^. 
secutors  occasion  to  her  royal  highness  the  knt 
umbrage  or  displeasure,  he  would  imm^iatdy 
order  their  being  escorted  beyond  the  NeapOiitili 
frontier. 

On  a  subject  which  entiriely  referred  to  her  soyiii 
highness's  personal  gnd  private  feelings,  Q0U9% 
Macirone  thought  it  most  proper  for  him  to  cott-^ 
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A  Mr.  CharlM  Qumtiii,  the  oufy  l»Mtlikr  of 
edonel  Quentin  vaho  holds  a  situation  in^  tkt  ro^ 
household^  h«8,  in  the  public  prints  asserted,  thit^ 
he  never  went  to  Naples  as  a  spy  upon  tliie  theb 
princess  of  Wales,  and  Chat  he  was  in  England  iH 
December  1810.  This  gentleman  hoi^evefr  bitf- 
not  stated  whether  any  brother  of  his  and'  tlfe 
colonel's  not  belonging  to  the  rogal  kousehoid  was 
at  Naples  at  the  time  alluded  to. 

After  so  many  assertions  and  refusals  on  the 
part  oi  the  Englishp  her  royal  highness  was  unde^ 
the  necessity  of  fbrming  a  court  of  Italians.  The 
countess  Oldi,  of  Cremona,  a  lady  respectable  Air 
her  qualities  and  misfortunei^  was  for  a  loiig  tiaNi 
through  the  recommendation  of  the  maiquls 
Gbisglieri,  lady  of  honor  to  her  royal  highness. 

Dr.  Mochettif  of  Como,  formerly  professor  of 
botany,  agriculture,  and  natural  history,  the  author 
of  maiiy  esteemed  productions,  forming  part  of  the 
records  of  various  academies,  of  which  he  is  si 
member,  had  the  honor  to  be  her  physician.  This 
gentleman  is  well  known  to  the  republic  of  lettel% 
fay  his  skill  as  a  physician ;  and  his  name^  which  ii 
celebrated  in  Italy,  is  not  unknown  to  fortign^fs^ 
He  attended  her  royal  highness  on  a  part  of  htt 
travels. 

We  have  afaready  observed  that  Mr.  Mobert 
Hannam,  knight  of  the  order  of  Caroling  Md  a 
fieutenant  in  the  Navy,  came  from  England  at  tk« 
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irArit^timt  ^  tm  royid  highness,'  md  attend^  her 
agvpFtfBtAswretai^'/^'He  is  k  brave  man,  of  an  ex- 
cdlefyt  tihdnieter,  and  elevated  principles. 

fSbe  dle^ier  Ckiavini,  of  a  noble  and  opulc^nt 
faMily-of  Cremona,  was  first  equerry  to  her  rojral'^ 
higfaAess.  He  is  as  estimable  for  his*  integrity  of  ^ 
chartetbr  and  cultivation  of  mind,  as  for  hfs  noblcf 
maofiner'.^  /Hie  young  M.  GuiUaume,  knight  of 
Jerusalem,  and  of  Saint  Caroline,  was  also  her 
equdrry. 

Mv.  Louis  Pergami  presided  ov^t  het  household:  >^ 
Mr.i^J^allotti  Pergami,  formerly  undtt  prefect  isit '  ^ 
Crmhona/ was  comptroller  of  disbursement 

IVie  chevalier  Tomassia,  prefect  bf  adepartiiMiit  * 
undeiT  the  late'  government  of  Italy,  was  honored'' 
with  her  royal  highness's  particular  confidence. 
Hiil'  intimate  knowledge  of  the  belles-lettres,  of 
philosophy,  of  politics,  statistics,  and  public  eco- 
nomy; 'Are  well  known  in  Italy,  by  various  usilful 
woffks^  which  have  given  him  a  distinguished  place 
among  learned  men.    Also  the  distinguished  pro- 
fessors^' count   Fb/to,  and  M.   Cofifigliaehi,  M.    v 
CaMil^i;  formeriy  equerry  to  the  emperor  ^Vo- 
pole&ki  ttid'ttiex^hevalier  Farjva/Jif,  persons  of  con-' 
aidentioti,  had  frequently  the  honor  to  attend  the  ' 
court  of  her  royal  highness.  ' 

'E^Mytvocate,  Mi- Joseph  Mdm>tck  of  Milaii, 
wellfrkiiowir  in  his  'ptofeitsion,  'was 'her  Tdy^  bigih-  -  '-- 

ness^ifaiMiiUti^aev.^-  -"  -■:'^-  '•■'■^■^'>  ■■■  ■-"''  ' '  '■•^■'■-  '*'^- 
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M  the  ctievftUer  (of  Malta)  jBarthdwy  iVr^oiai, 
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was  her  royal  higbness's  first  chambwlaiii.    The     |  ^^ 
meritorious  lervieea  of  this  gentlemai>  have  excited 
so  much  envy»  that  the  tongue  of  malice  has  uttered 
many  injurious  fabrications :    because  bis  aetions 
have  been  brilliant,  it  baa  been  indus^triously  re- 
ported that  his  birth  waa  f$ean ;  but  it  is  notjroi^ 
the  mir^t  as  tnaixy  bw^  ^nd  ignorant  people  pre- 
tend, that  her  royiit  highness  ^x^aUed  M.  BartAeUmyr 
Pergami;  his  family  was  respectable  and  foypaeri^j^ 
T)^    Tbd  bPiiofaUe  marriages  cf  bis  three  siatera^ 
P50V4?  thi?  tjruUft,     The  first  is  iiftariied  to  coim 
Oldi,  thQ  airo(io4  to  M.  &wrgrimi  of  an  i^nckn 
fajQiuly  at  Cremona^  and  the  third,  with  M^  Martinet 
ck  JU^k  btotU^r  of  tbe  ex-secretary-ge«eral  of  tb 
<^ptainqy  of  Padua^  when  commanided  by  bis  ex 
cellenoy  the  Won  d€  Ooez.    Great  domestic  mis 
fortunes  had  reduced  this  respectable  family  t 
parity*    Tbe  person  under  consideration,  soairin 
b^ond  \m  bed  fortune^  and  recollecting  tbe  past 
houiorable  condition  of  bis  family,,  embi^Kied  a  mi- 
Iititf*y  eareer,  and  ww  attached  to  the  eta>t-mi^or  oi 
th?  troops    congonanded   by   his    excellency   tbe 
geftjeral  count  Pino^  in  the  campaigns  of  181:8, 
191$^  18.14,  as  attested  by  the  following  declaration 
of  general-major  Galimberti : — 
.  "  I  declarei.tbat  ML  le  baron  Bwtheiemy  Pe^iami 
of  Cremona^  knight  of  Malta,  has  served  in  the 
etat*major  of  the  troops  commanded  by  his  excel* 
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Iwcy  count  ?ltto,  lieutenafit^gendral,  to  whom  T 
wa^  chief  of  the  etat-major  in  the  Ute  campaigns 
6f  1819,  1813,  and  1814. 

**  Le  genet al-^major  Gdimberti. 

"  Dated  Milan,  Nov.  1,  1816.       . 
.1    "  Seen  ahd  certified  by  me,  Ueutenant-feneral  Count  Pino.** 

}/l.  Pergami^  it  is  well  known»  reoeived  an  offer 
of  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  from  the  unfortunate 
Joachim,  king  of  Naples,  which  he  refused,  in 
order  to  remain  in  the  service  of  her  royal  high- 
ness ;  whom,  in  recompence  of  his  tried  fidelity, 
she  raised  from  a  courier  to  the  rank  of  equerry, 
^nce  to  tUat  of  chamberlain,  and  procured  him  a 
barony  in  Sicily.  She  *ilso  decorated  him  ^irfth 
leveral  orders  of'knighthood,  proportioning  all  thdris 
benefits  and  honors  to  repeated  marks  of  atta^fi- 
oaent  to  her  person. 

,  At  this  time  (1816)  her  royal  highness  took  up 
her  residence  at  an  agreeable  villa  on  the  shore  of 
lake  Como,  at  a  small  distance  from  that  town. 

^f 

The  situation  of  this  house,  which  she  purchased 
9f  the  countess  Pino,  was  particularly  beaulifdl, 
Btirrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  most  enciianting 
ind  romantic  scenery :  she  had  an  avenue  of  treib, 
planted  at  her  own  expeme,  of  nearly  two  miles  in 
i»ngtb^  reaching  from  Comq  to  her  hbifse.  * 'H^ 
royal  highness  here  sovghf;  amusement  rather^  in  the 
ri^soiirc^s  ef>  her  own  mind  and  among  a  limited 
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number  of  friends,  than  from  an  indiscriminate  ia« , 

a 

tercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  Como;  but  stiff/ 
she  was  always  hospitable  as  well  as  affable  to. 
those  by  whom  she  was  visited.     Her  hours  were 
passed  in  a  series  of  innocent  pleasures :  prindflalfy 
derived  from  conversations  with  learned  persons; 
music;  private  plays,  in  a  small  theatre  built  under 
her  own  direction ;  excursions  on  horseback,  in  her 
carriage,  or  in  her  gondola  on  the  bosom  of  the*  * 
lake.     To  these  were  added  the  repeated  exerdse 
of  her  charitable  disposition,  in  supplying  the  wants ; « 
and  alleviating  the  misfortunes  of  the  poor  per**^-); 
sons  in  her  neighbourhood.     One  act  of  thia  sortrf ; 
will  suffice  as  a  sample  of  the  many  of  a  simifaff  ■ 
kind  which  could  be  mentioned. .  A  fire  broke  but 
at  Como,  by  which  several  persons  in  an  humble''^ 
situation  of  life  were  greatly  distressed.     The  mo^ 
ment  the  circumstance  was  mentioned  to  her  royal 
highness,  she  sent  1800  livres  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers. 

Many  persons  were  astonished  that  her  royal 
highness  did  not  receive  the  nobility  of  the  neigh- 
bouring town ;  but  our  royal  heroine,  who  by 
principle  does  not  love  etiquette,  but  wishes  to 
be  at  liberty,  and  whose  mode  of  life  is  simple. 
never  sought  the  society  of  any  noble ;  at  the 
same  time,  those  who  were  presented  to  bef 
were  never  ill  received.  She  wa?  accessible  to 
all;  she  was  affable;  there  was  no  affectation  or 
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caprice;  she  was  mild  towards  every  body;  she 
knew  tiot  how  to  be  a  great  princess  except  in 
doing  good.  Who  would  believe  nevertheless,  that 
even  at  Corao,  "where  a  part  of  her  m6ney  was  cir- 
culated, and  where,  more  than  in  any  other  place, 
her  beneficience  and  generosity  were  exerted—- who 
would  beiichre,  that  even  in  this  town  unworthy 
stories  of  her  were  handed  about,  whence  they 
made  their  way  more  extensively;   and  t^at  as 
much  ill  was  spoken  of  her  as  she  absolutely  did 
good  to  the  inhabitants  ?  Yet  the  princess  of  Wales 
was  in  Italy  what  she  was  in  London  and  at  the 
court.     Some  princes  indeed  are  extolled  for  their 
goodness  and  popularity ;  but  in  them  it  is  rather 
the  effect  of  policy  than  a  natural  quality,  since, 
according  to  them  this  might  derogate  from « their 
dignity.    Her  royal  highness  waa  always  the  same 
at  all  times  and  in  all  circumstances ;  the  idea  of 
her  greatiiess  never  betrayed  her;  she  was  in  prin- 
ciple, in  her  heart,  what  perhaps  many  others  are 
only  upon  calculation  and  reflection.    The  honest 
class  of  the  Italians  acknowledged  her  worth ;  they 
remarked  in  the  princess  of  Wales  a  cultivated 
mind,  a  ready  and  sure  judgment,  a  brilliant  ima- 
gination, an  unvaried  gaiety  in  all  her  movements 
and  in  conversation ;  for  her  greatness  detracted 
nothing  from  the  lively  interest  which  her  conver- 
^tion  inspired. 
l*<fotwithstanding  her  royal  highness  had  been » 
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if^rf ed  by  the  English  who  had  aeoompanied'  fa^ 
on  her  travels,  she  was  not  forgotten  by  those  whoth 
Aie  had  left  in  London.  She  had  received  seVeral 
kind  letters  from  Mr.  Whitbread ;  and  when  the 
fnteUigence  of  that  gentleman's  premature  death 
had  been  communicated  to  her  royal  highness,  she 
etdaimed,  with  much  sorrow, ''  I  have  lost  one  of 
my  best  aiid  most  aealous  friends  V* 

A.  most  infamous  plot  was  now  formed  against 
her  royal  highness  during  her  exile.  Mr.  William 
BUrr^n,  the  son  of  a  person  of  great  distinction  in 
England,  was  at  Milan  at  the  same  time  with  the 
prinMss.  Always  disposed  to  have  English  aborit 
her,  she  proposed  his  remaining  with  her  some 
mdnths ;  he  consequently  accompanied  her  royal 
highness  in  her  journey  to  Mantua,  Bologna,  Fer- 
rara  and  Venice,  but  not  being  disposed,  on  account 
of  his  health,  to  undertake  a  long  voyage  by  sea, 
lie  lefl  the  princess  at  Como  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, at  the  house  of  the  niarchioness  Villani,  in  the 
Borgo  Vico.  One  of  his  servants,  named  White, 
began  to  circulate  ridiculous  and  idle  stories  of 
what  passed  in  the  house  of  her  royal  highness. 
Mr.  Burrell  went  to  Brussels ;  and  it  was  at  the 
great  inn  in  tliat  city  that  White  told  these  stories 
of  the  princess,  in  the  most  scandalous  and  indecent 
manner,  to  the  servants  €f  the  duke  and  duchess  of 
Cumberland,  who  were  there  in  their  way  to  Eng- 
land*   These  tales  of  the  servant  found  their  way 
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t(x  Mii/^  coiut  of  London,  and  lovd  Chadet  ^Stuaiif, 
Ji^c^fa^.to  Icucd  Ctstlereagb^  wap  iinmediately  s^pt 
tot  Milan.  X4ord  Charles,  according  to  hi$  du^^ 
9^yex,  made  himself  known  to  her  royal  highness, 
liu  t^fi^rmed  a  strict  friendship  with  the  barond'QmpK 
t^da,  a  chevalier  of  Hanover,  and  fbrnberiy  ambiiih 
^udor  from  Jearome  Napoleon,  king  of  Westphalia* 
to  the  court  c^  Vienna.  The  baron  carried  a^|i( 
^th  him  in  Italy  a  mortal  diagrin  froin  Jlius^i». 
grace ;  led  on  hf  promises  he  degrackd  him^f  (j^ 
^he  infamoua  trade  of  a  spy,  and  set  about  ]Wa|c|^ 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  princess  very  j^arrQw^^TfrHP 
At  this  time  her  royal  highness  was  ready  to  set  p^t 
upon  the  journey  she  had  undertaken.  ^r,.{ 

The  princess  of  Wales  shuddered  when,,  at  Ijef 
return  to  Milsn^  she  learned  from  the  policy,  ^ttnif 
she  was  surrounded  by  spi^  in  her  own  hip|>$yei 
The  bu-on  dt)mptedd»,^hawas  at  their  1^^,.  hia^^ 
during  the  absence  of  the  princess^  ^deavqiufed  id 
corrupt  some  of  the  people  in  her  service^:  '^^% 
bpwenrer,  all  rejected  witfh  h<>rrQV  thd  propokab^ai!Al 
promisea  which  Jie  made  them,  with  tendenvof 
mone)^  to  engage  .tbei»  >n  his  enterprise^  which  falul 
for  its  object  te  outrage  th0  hpnour  arH)  refiitttaftM 
of  the  princess..  Not  4me  of  the  ItaHeins  wf^baq^ 
or  treacheroiis  enough  to  lye  seduc^^^lb^y  )hirtli{ 
Mawitce  Qrede^  a  German,  alone  yielded^. 4cr{:Hie 
temptatioi^  Ste  tindertook  to  intradueeithe^haiDoQ 
d-Ompteda  into  the  princess's  apartment  ^b|^  mjbaxU 


of  false  keys,  and  it  was  by  a  very  fortunate  con- 
currence  of  circumstances  that  the  plot  was  dp- 
covered.  Her  royal  highness  took  the  precaution 
of  dismissing  Crede/  under  the  veil  of  an  amorous 
intrigue  in  which  he  had  been  detected  with  An- 
nette, a  German,  one  of  her  waiting  women.  In 
hopes  of  regaining  his  place  be  revealed  the  whole 
affair.  The  following  is  the  declaration  whicli  he 
made  in  writing,  and  which  he  sent  in  the  form  of 
a  letter'  to  the  Chevalier  Tamassia,  to  whose  good 
offices  he  recommended  hiihself  to  be  re-admitted 
into  the  princess's  favour  : 

*^  MONSUUE  LE  CHCVALISm, 

•'  I  address  myself  to  you.  Sir,  to  obtain  the 
greatest  of  favours,  for  which  I  shall  be  eternally 
grateful.  I  was  yesterday  dismissed  from  the  ser- 
vice of  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales, 
for  having  intrigued  with  her  waiting-woman.  An- 
nette.  This  event,  which  has  thrown  me  into  the 
utmost  consemation,  has  awakened  in  my  heart  a 
remorse  which  had  agitated  me  for  some  time,  and 
which  I  feel  a  necessity  of  imparting  to  you,  in  the 
hope  that  you  may  interest  yourself  for  me,  and 
get  me  to  be  received  again  into  her  royal  high- 
ness's  service. 

"  I  must  then  confess  that  I  merit  my  disgrace, 
since  I  suflbred  myself  to  be  seduced  by  a  certain 
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\,'  M.  d'Ompteda,  to  betray  the  best  of  mis- 
tresiies/  and  the  most  generous  of  princesses. 

'  **  It  is  about  a  year  ago,  or  about  a  month  before 
the  departure  of  the  princess,  that  this  baron  was 
to  fake  all  possible  steps,  through  the  intervention 
of  a  certain  Ambrose  Cesati,  who  came  to  Como 
to  discover  the  place  where  my  mistress  slept,  and 
to  endeavour  to  procure  false'  keys  of  her  apart- 
ment I  persisted  for  some  time  in  refusing  to 
have  any  xroncern  in  th^  plot,  but  at  length  the 
baron's  threats,  v/ho  told  me  I  was  a  ruined  man  if 
I  did  not  listen  to  him,  together  with  the  money 
he  offered  me  from  time  to  time,  corrupted  me, 
and  X  was  weak  enough  to  accept  the  commission, 
although  fully  persuaded  that  there  was  no  foundft- 
tion  whatever  for  the  baron's  infamous  suspicions. 

'^  1  must  say  nevertheless,  with  the  utmost  sin- 
%rity,  that  the  guilt  of  my  conduct  went  no  &r* 
ther  than  answering  the  questions  put  to  me  by 
I'Ompteda  in  the  conferences  I  had  with  him,  in 
which  he  interrogated  me  closely  upon  the  situa- 
tion pf  the  different  apartments  in  the  palace,  as 
w^  as  concerning  the  persons  who  were  abou^ 
the  princess. 

'*  This,  sir,  is  my  confession :  in  making  it  my 
heart  is  eased  of  a  weight  by  which  it  was  oppres- 
sed.  I  address  myself  to  a  man  already  estimable 
for  his  virtues,  and  who  ought  to  feel  commisera^- 
tion  for  human  weakness ;  whom  I  therefore  sup« 


plicate  to  obtain  my  pardon  from  th6  princess,  and 
not  to  forsake  me  at  this  moment  of  calamity. 

**  Have  pity,  sir,  upon  an  unfortunate  man^  who, 
knowing  his  fault,  seeks  to  repair  it  by  repentance, 
hoping  thus  to  be  enabled,  through  ydur  aid,  t^ 
return  to  the  path  of  honor.    On  you,  sir,  I  pla^:^ 
toy  whole  reliance. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant^ 

'•  MAURICE  CREDE.^ 

*'  Como,  November  3d,  ISlfi." 

Her  royal  highness  judged  it  proper  to  iiifbtrcv 
the  governor,  count  Saurau,  of  what  had  passe^j 
who  immediately  banished  the  baron  d'Om{)ted^ 
from  the  states  of  his  majesty  the  emperor.     Th^ 
brave  English  officer,  Mr.  Hannam,  private  secre- 
tary to  the  princess,  shocked  at  the  baron's  base- 
ness, challenged  him  to  a  duel ;  but  the  latter  by 
different   pretences,    and   delays,   like   a   coward, 
evaded  the  challenge,  and  could  never  be  found. 

This  sad  event  justified  but  too  much  the  system 
of  circumspection  which  her  royal  highness  thought 
proper  to  adopt  with  respect  to  the  English,  the 
Germans,  and  others  who  might  be  about  her. 
Under  such  circumstances,  prudence  demanded 
that  she  did  not  allow  any  English  or  foreigners, 
but  those  who  were  known  to  her,  access  to  her 
house.  Was  it  not,  besides,  a  great  indignity  that 
they  should  seek  thus  to  watch  the  actions  of  a 


iffmpii$$^  thnrngh  tbe  base  medium  of  the  most  iik 
famouf  spyism  ?  Her  oonduct,  frank  and  wjlthout 
n^si&ry,  was  aboTe  aU  reproach ;  of  this  those  who- 
ha^  the  honor  of  being  about  her  were  the  faithfuL 

,.  witnesses. 

After  such  danger,  her  royal  highness  could  not 
but  suspect  every  one  who  was  unknown  to  her  of 
being  a  traitor^  and  her  mind,  naturally  so  frank 
and  loonfiding,  suffered  extremely  by  such  circum- 
spection ;  she  did  not,  however,  deny  access  to  any 
body,  but  she  avoided  being  the  object  of  those 
-scandalous  stories,  [of  that  calumny,  and  of  the 
spyistn,  of  which  she  had  already  been  the  victim. 
The  ev^its  which  had  taken  place  gave  her  reason 
to  apprehend  even  darker  conduct  towards  her  than 
being  surrounded  by  spies.  The  eagerness  of  the 
baron  Ompteda  to  know  the  situation  of  her  cham- 
ber, and  to  procure  false  keys,  furnished  ground 
for  suspicions  yet  more  terrible.  A  fact  which 
took  place  at  Genoa  bears  all  the  impression  of  an 
;  .intent  to  murder  rather  than  merely  to.rob.  §ome 

;.  individuals  armed  introduced  themselves  during 

,  the  night  into  the  princess's  bouse,  and  even  pene- 

■■■■*■■-  '      ^'  i 

.tjpated  so  far  as  to  her  bedchamber.     The  noise 

■■■■■■  ■  .:      .-'  •  :  ^,\ 

: ,  they  made  awoke  her  faithful  servant  Theodore 
; .  MajoQchi*  whQ  fired  at  and  endeavoured  to  seize 
.  them ;  it  remains  still  unknown  who  these  people 
^ .  might  be,  or  what  might  be  their  inteJation. 
:-  ^  At  this  tio^^  a  pamphlet  intitl^  "  ]Uetters  of  the 
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'MnoMB  of  Wdei^*  vAndi  had  bees  pnblidbedLin 
^London  uomeyean  before^  found  its  xtay  to  Italy « 
'Tbia  was  an  impudent  libel  on  herjcoyal  highiie»^ 
fabriostted  by  a  needy  and  malignant  acribbleiv  wbc=: 
liad  been  confined  in  the  king's  bench  for  a«libe  ^ 
■which  he  pubUsbed  i^nst  the  marquia.ef  L<ans — 
down.  Upon  the  Continent  the  title  pf  a  wqtIs^ 
'gives  it  currency ;  when  an  aUthor!s  name  appear^s 
to  it  they  believe  that  he  is  really  the  author. — 
ThuSi  because  these  letters  were  stated  to  havt 
been  written  by  the  princess,  it  was  considered 
thiB  truth;  " 

Her  royal  highness  had  been  hitherto  the  sportzS 
*Df  the  most  absurd  rumours ;  indifferent,  however, 
as  to  all  that  could  be  put  forth  with  regard  to  her, 
she  scarcely  ever  bestowed  a  thought  upon  them. 
To  be  convinced  to  what  a  point  malignity  and 
inconsistency  can  be  carried,  we  shall  here  mention 
that  in  Italy  it  was  reported  she  was  about  to  turn 
Roman  catholic.  The  attentions  shewn  her  by 
the  pope,  and  those  which  she  paid  him  in  return, 
with  the  wish  she  expressed  of  remaining  some 
•time  at  Rome,  w;iis  a  sufficient  foundation  on  which 
to  graft  such  an  absurdity,  and  make  it  pass  as  a 
trutb.  Perhaps  the  authors  of  the  tale  had  the  in- 
tention of  preventing  her  going  to  Rome,  the 
reason  for  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  dii^ver. 
The  late  duke  of  Gloucester,  brother  to  the  late 
king  of  England^  resided  for  several  years  at  Rome, 
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^*akA^iS^ififEMti/t  duskkfimw  IkmlQiei'fe:  lliQrMQie 
ftblAg  W«i  tbardbre  tfiid  of  iiim»  anditbe  trnM^  .has 
"^iBctttiEiiiy  been  md  of  ptinoe  Augostus^.tha  dukefof 
>^8Mt;  dxth  ma  to  the^kte  king  erf*  lEAglradr^ei 
^  ^(^i '  {W^hMm  Ihe.fuinoess  of  Wides.  understood  tfiaidUler 
-^a^4I  iiattglvtinvtirss  tabe  married  to  prinedi  IbeofMild 
-^T'Ceburg,  tnd>^^at  ber  presence  whs  Jiotd«M)«ed 
"Wt  the  nuptials,  she  declared  her  intentioia  toidiriNsrt 
^btt#  mind  1)y  a  visitto  the  Greek  isles,  in  the  Arcfai 
^p^go,  Mrlf  in  the  «l>ring  of  1816. >  Hev/cfifist 
l^etfaetty,  the  obevalier  Schiavini  kept  a  Tety  aanpae 
journal  of  her  royal  highness's  travels,  froini;:iMdiith 
^1di€MfbIk>wing  extracts  have  faeen  niaderi   '  r^  vl 
t^  in  December  the  princess  of  Wales  paid:>dtvidit 
.  to  tlie^x-emprass  Maria  Louisa  at  Farfnai^  And^ae- 
^mained  some  weeks  at  Milan.  x;  -  .^da 

'^^Cki'ibelBthof  February  ISlTf  sheapaidiH  viiit 
^to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  at  Turin*      /:jy.f^iu<\-ji>m 
•  x;The  unexpected  arrival  of  the  princess  lof^Wates 
^  Vienna  on  the  9th  of  April  prQdiiced  aigradibl 
MtUMtion,  and  einban*assed'^gi««t  nu]«)ber6i>.| 
*put  up  at  theliotd  oi^ed  the  Eiinpi^s3^< 
liirvlng  found  nobody  at  home  at  the^^hoitel)io&ilo#d 
'^Slttaar^  ivhec^  she  t^shed  to  alight.   '  ly^rd  >  Scoai«t, 
Ih^ihoment  heheard  of  the  intended  tiriival^^e 
^nec^,'8et<>fi;  with  alt  his' YaicKiiy,  tQ  the  odWIti^ ; 
ttcktoidtact'TVhieh  the  princesis  as  H^^' as<  «the'^tt%- 
^>l«ian  public,  took  in  ver^riltpartl^   9^b^  ministdribf 
-^  ^kingdom  df^E{imov^^l&]exated^4C;aunt:^ii^ 
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denbei^)  followed  hit  example.  The  oourfc  sent  to 
her  a  chamberlain  to  wait  upon  her;  and  although 
she  observed  the  strictest  incognito,  the  princess 
paid  a  visit  to  the  empress.  The  princess  oon^ 
plained  openly  at  her  table,  in  very  strong  terms 
lord  Stuart ;  and  declared  **  that  she  would  inform 
her  daughter  of  it,  and  would  herself  never  forgive 
him  for  this  behaviour.'* 

The  princess  of  Wales  went  from  Genoa  to  the 
island  of  Elba,  and  thence  to  Sicily,  where  she 
visited  the  prindpal  towns;  From  Sicily  she  pro*- 
oeeded  to  Barbary,  then  to  Palestine  and  Jerusa- 
lem ;  she  saw  Carthage,  Utica,  Athens ;  she  went 
td' Malta;  she  admired  the  beautiful  womoi  of 
Milo  in  the  Archipelago ;  she  admired  the  Temple 
of  Theseus  at  Athens,  still  almost  entire ;  she  mount- 
ed the  tribune  of  Demosthenes  and  ofEschines; 
she  examined  all  the  famous  ruins  of  the  cherished 
city  of  Minerva ;  contemplated  the  tombs  of  Pe- 
rides  and  of  Thrasibulus;  regarded  with  a  timid 
eye  the  Temple  of  the  Furies  where  (Edipus  died : 
she  visited  the  tomb  of  the  celebrated  Antiope  the 
Amazon,  wife  to  Theseus,  and  passing  on  to  Corinth, 
examined  the  temple  of  Neptune ;  from  thence  she 
proceeded  to  Constantinople.  She  stopped  at  Pera 
ten  days.  Her  royal  highness  received  from  the 
Grand  Seignor  presents  valued  at  45,000  piastres. 

After  passing  the  islands  of  Zia,  Andres,  Negro- 
p<5nt,  and  the  famous  Tenedos,  she  landed  at  Troy 
rb  exannine  its  last  vealWe«ii  ^ftfe  cttsies^  vVfe  ^rtjs-^ 
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ppn^  i^fiMed-  tin  to  Mit}rleiije,(  4nd  thisnc^i  tp  .^dgoi 
nrfaere^  :sb^  ^sa«r  >the  place  that  Homer  4x$ftui4fl4 
mith  lih^  sehool.  She  jiext  passed  oei  to  SaQpioi^  jto 
fipfacKite^  /to  Cypims,  io  St.  Jean  d'Acre^  tcf  Jti(a^ 
ittii'/tafter  having  seen  Mount  Garm^l  ^  to  Jei:ut 
saferift  wbem  she  admired  the  Holy  Sepulchre  i^nd 
the  Temple  of  Solomon,  no^v  converted  4^ta:ia 
■otdsque; '  afterwards  she  visited  BetUabeop^;  ^the 

Mount  iof  QByes,  the  river  Jordan,!^ .Fi^aj^tT^^ 
tl»snoe'  proceeded  by  Rhodes  md  Symcip^M^tp 
Haplei:  from  tiience  to  the  now  famous  ;tQw%^ 
Pizzo^io  Terracina,  and  to  Rome;  JJChe  Pfi^ac^^gf 
Sr^eati  at  Rbme,  was  said  to  have  been  pufsc^sf d 
for  hei^' royal  highness^  who  bad  a  loy^g  ooi^feranoe 
with  the  pope.  On  the  2d  of  July,  l&XT^  jt^t? 
princess  of  Wales  left  Rome  for  Bologpa,^  bet(Dre^Q 
iyrliiob  place  and  the  villa  of  the  h^r^A^^og^ 
ber  ix>yal  highness  continued  to  reside^  !?'  ;,  wu^- 
'.Her  reception  on  the  part  of  the  Bfrl^ary^gcv 
verhments  every  wh^re  corresponded .  ^ii^  Jf^ 
devated  nank,  but  she  atdract^  the;getne^4  .JM^ 
rbage  much  more  by  her  pergonal  quaJitie9^.tb^ 
the  eminence,  of  her  statin.  W^ith  the  jjij^i^faince 
of  seveiy.  learned  antiquarians,;  she ^qiad« ,a<f^9^'- 
tion  of  precious  remains  of  qatiqui^yi  spai?p^  f^ 
thing  in  <tbe, pursuit  pf  ^^  ^!^  sc>>np^^  9^4 "^ 
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with  her  own  hands,  and  through  the  hands  ^f 
others,  sums  of  money  among  the  poor ;  at  Tunis 
she  obtained  the  liberty  of  several  slaves,  and  paid 
the  debts  of  one  of  them.  She  gave  to  the  new 
academy  at  Athens  five  hundred  of  the  pieces 
called  colonnates,  and  she  allows  two  hundred 
annually  to  the  same  academy,  paid  through  the 
hands  of  the  banker  Scaramanzo,  at  Constantinople; 
all  those  who  M'ere  in  prison  for  debt  at  Athens 
were  liberated  by  her,  for  which  she  paid  seven 
hundred  pieces  into  the  hands  of  the  governor, 
and  she  gave  two  hundred  pieces  to  a  poor  and 
numerous  Roman  family  resident  in  that  city.  At 
Constantinople,  she  gave  a  poor  Frenchman  two 
hundred  colonnates,  and  distributed  her  benefits 
almost  in  every  corner  of  that  city.  To  the  con- 
ventual fathers  of  Jerusalem,  she  gave  five  hundred 
pieces,  and  settled  on  them  two  hundred  annually, 
to  be  received  from  the  banker  above-named. 
Finally  she  distributed  at  Rome  two  himdred 
pieces  to  the  poor  of  that  city. 

Such  acts  of  generosity  in  distant  countries  could 
not  proceed  from  motives  of  ostentation;  they 
must  be  the  pure  effiisions  of  a  benevolent  hearty 
which  has  no  other  object  but  to  satisfy  itself;  the 
persons,  the  places,  and  the  time,  sufliciently  provje 
that  those  benefactions  were  given  from  those 
laudable  motives  by  which  the  late  philanthropist, 
Mr.  Howard,  was  swayed ;  and  we  may  still  say- 
that — "  Such  things  are/* 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Marriage  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to  Prince  Jjech 
•  pold  of  Sgujce-Cohurg — Her  affection  for  and 
correspondence  with  her  royal  Mother — Lament- 
ed Death  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  and  her 
ififant  Son-^IU^natured  remark  of  a  Writer  of 
the  day — Distress  of  the  Roycd  Mother  when  ap^ 
prised  of  the  mournful  intelligence — Death  of 
her  Mcgesty — Observations. 

EARLY  in  the  year  of  1816  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  marriage  of  the  princess  Charlotte  to 
a  prince  of  Saxe-Coburg,  a  captain  in  the  Austrian 
service,  and  about  26  years  of  age.  The  royal  nup- 
tials took  place  on  the  2d  of  May/ and  excited  uni- 
versal interest.  The  altar  for  the  celebration  of  the 
ceremony  w^s  placed?  near  one  of  the  ISre  places  in 
the  crimson  state-room.  When  every  thing  was 
ready,  the  lord  Chamberlain  gave  notice  to  prince 
Leopold,  who  took  his  station  in  front  of  the  altar 
to  which  the  princess  Charlotte  was  then  led  by  the 
duke  of  Clarence.  The  prince  regent  took  his 
place  by  the  side  of  the  illustrious  pair.  On  the 
'  other  side  of  the  altar  was  the  queen,  for  whom  a 
chair  of  state  was  placed.  On  her  right  hand  )vere 
the  princesses  Augusta,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary,  the 
duchess  of  York  and  princess  Sophia  of  Glocester. 
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On  the  left  of  the  altar  stood*  the  dukes  of  York, 
Clarence,  and  Kent:  the  dukes  of  Cumberland, 
Sussex^  and  Glocesjter,  were  not  present.  The  ce- 
remony was  performed  hj  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, assisted  by  the  bishop  of  London. 

As  soon  as  the  ceremony  was  conclude,  the 
princess  Charlotte  embraced  her  royal  father^  and 
went  up  to  the  queen,  whose  hand  she  kissed  with 
respectful  affection.  Her  royal  highness  also  kissed, 
each  of  the  princesses,  and  then  shook  hands  with 
her  illustrious  uncles. 

The  queen  had  ordered  of  Mr.  Barker,  her  con- 
fectioner, a  great  nutnber  of  weddfng-cakes  to  be 
distributed  on  the  day  of  the  royal  nuptials,  to  about 
five  hundreds  persons  in  Windsor,  Frogmore,  and 
Kew.  The  wedding-clothes,  and  most  of  the  jewels, 
which  the  princesji  Charlotte  of  Wales  wore  on  this 
occasion,  were  presents  from  her  royal  grand- 
mother. 

The  appointment  of  prince  Licopold  as  a  general 
in  the  British  army,  was  soon  afterwards  announced 
in  the  Gazette.  The  royal  party  spent  a  few  days 
at  Oatlands,  but  Claremont  (which  is  about  17  miles 
from  London,  and  about  the  same  distance  fix)in 
Windsor)  became  th&r  chief  residence.  Claremont 
is  a  noble  house,  with  a  park  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  well  wooded.  The  price  of  this 
estate  war.  66,200/  The  prince  regent  received  a 
congratulatory   address   on   the    marriage  of  his 
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daughter  from  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  of  marriage  having  been  laid  before 
parliament,  the  royal  pair  were  granted  jointly, 
while  living,  GOftOOL  per  annum,  10,000/.  of  which 
went  to  her  royal  highness^  independent  of  her  hus- 
band's control* 

Notwithstanding  the  separation  of  the  princess 
Charlotte  and  her  royal  mother,  the  a£fection  of 
both  for  each  other  stillr  remained  unabated.  The 
princess  Charlotte  being  now  under  no  control,  ex^ 
cept  that  of  n  husband  whose  indulgence  gave  way 
to  every  desire,  made  no  secret  of  her  filial  attach- 
ment. She  openly  received  letters  from  her  loving 
mother,  which  were  regularly  answered  in  strains 
of  filial  fondness.  The  following  is  said  to  be  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  -by  the  princess  Charlotte 
to  her  royal  highness  the  princess  of  Wales,  a  short 
time  before  the  accouchement  of  the  former,  by  the 
fatal  termination  of  which  the  fond  hopes  of  Great 
Britain  were  blasted ! 

"  MY  DEAREST  MOTHER, 

"  A  rery  few  days  will  elapse  before  I  may  claim  to  be  addressed  by 
the  endearing  appellation  with  which  I  have  commenced  this  letter ; 
when  Providence  may  develop  to  mt  new  duties^  which  may  in  some 
measure  temper,  but  can  never  supersede,  those  moral  and  pious  obliga- 
tions which  have  been  heretofore  imposed  upon  me;  Vere  I  to  disguise 
my  true  sentiments,  or  to  af^t  feelings  other  than  those  which  occupy 
my  bosom  in  the  prospect  of  becoming  a  mother,  I  should  feel  myself 
unworthy  of  that  parental  affection  which  constitutes  at  least  the  second 
bliss  of  life. 

"  United  to  a  man  whose  whole  attentions  are  directed  to  the  promo- 
tion of  my  happiness,  I  cannot  but  feel  a  pleasure  in  the  anticipation  of 
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that  hour  of  perilous  hope  which  shall  enable  me  to  present  to  him  a 
new  tie  of  connubial  love,  and  to  the  nation  a  new  and  abundant  source 
of  future  promise  and  consolation.  .  Political  considerations^  in  this  in- 
stance, stand  in  competition  with  the  more  near  and  natu*'al  feelings  of 
the  heart.  Whilcj  as  a  wife,  I  am  alive  to  all  those  anxious  suscepti- 
bilities which  accompany  my  peculiar  situation,  I  am  compelled  hj  cur- 
cijimstanees  to  extend  my  views  to  contemplations  widely  different  in 
theur  kind  as  in  their  latitude  ;-»contemp]ations  involvinfp  the  nearest 
and  most  durable  interests  of  a  people  to  whom  I  owe  a  debt  scarcely  to 
be  liquidated, — gratitude  for  unbounded  affection. 

"  To  reliere,  in  some  degree,  this  weight  of  obligation,  and  to  justify 
the  universal  confidence  in  the  strength  and  consistency  of  my  character, 
I. have  determined,  should  it  please  Providence  to  bless  me  with  off- 
spring, so  to  regulate  its  ekrly  reason  and  to  direct  its  infant  energies, 
that  the  lessons  I  have  received  from  you,  and  the  wisdom  which  time 
and  observation  have  confirmed,  may  be  handed  down  to  my  child  with 
a  view  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  great  principle,  that  the  legitimate  end 
of  all  governments  is  the  welfare  of  society,  and  that  political  and  private 
virtue  is  the  surest  foundation  and  the  best  bulwark  of  a  throne. 

'*  But,  O  my  mother !  when  my  timid  imagination  revolves  upon  the 
yncertainty  which  veils  futurity, — when  I  look  to  the  dark  possibilities 
which  may  put  a  period  to  the  dreams  of  hope,  even  shadows  shake  m  j 
courage,  and  I  feel  myself  the  victim  of  terrors  which  reason  would  al- 
vaost  demonstrate  absurd.  At  such  a  trying  moment,  why  am  I  de- 
barred from  the  consoling  voice  of  maternal  affection  ?  Why  is  not  my 
mother  allowed  to  pour  cheerfulness  into  the  sinking  soul  of  her  inexpe- 
rienced and  trembling  child  ?  I  have  no  friend,  no  relation  near  aie, 
whose  advice  may  guide,  or  whose  admonitions  may  check  my  conduct. 
Surrounded  by  strangers,  with  a  single  exception,  my  heart  feels  itself 
alone;  and  should  the  protection  of  Heaven  for  a  moment  leave  me,  and 
I  fall,  the  presence  of  a  mother  would  assuredly  impart  a  serenity  and 
resignation  to  my  mind  which  would  smooth  thf,  pillow  for  my  dying 
head,  and  prevent  my  distracted  bopl  from  erring  in  the  hour  of  her 
severest  trial. 

*'  Secluded  from  the  giiidy  world,  I-  have  learned  to  set  a  true  value 
on  that  retirement  which  has  taught  me  a  more  perfect  knowledge,  not 
only  of  myself,  but  of  the  society  over  which  I  may  one  day  be  called  to 
rule.  Folly  and  pride  no  longer  wear  to  me  the  imposing  blazonry 
which  they  exhibited  to  my  early  years.  I  have  read,  reflected  and 
conversed,— and  I  trust  the  evidence  of  a  future  day  will  rescue  me  from 
the  imputation  of  having  read,  reflected  and  conversed  in  vain. 

"  The  sufferings  of  my  early  years,  acute  as  they  were  in  their  opera- 
tion, have  not  been  unproductive  of  histruetion.  Their  effect  has  been 
to  correct  that  sanguinencss  of  disposition  which  was  too  commonly  a 
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source  of.  serere  disappointmenty  tnd  which  imifbrmly  led  me  to  riew 
things  through  a  pnjudiocd  medium  t  a  tort  of  premature  experience 
has  given  me  that  bright  into  human  life  and  human  character  which 
in  ordinary  oases  and  circumstances  is  the  result  of  the  study  and  ol^- 
senration  of  years. 

*'  Your  virtues^  my  dearest  mother^  and  your  afRictions  added  strengtii 
to  the  affections  which  nature  had  entwined  about  my^  heart,  and  urged 
me  to  cling  to  you>  in  all  changes  and  under  all  shades  of  persecution, 
with  a  constancy  which  those  who  hated  you  termed  obstinacy,  but 
which  those  who  Wed  you  elerated  by  the  luune  of  honorable  perseTe- 
ranee,— I  felt  that  I  was  not  merely  acquiescing  in  the  first  of  my  moral 
duties. 

"  In  proportion,  however,  as  I  have  loved  you,  do  I  now  feel  the  bit« 
terness  of  your  absence.  You  have  no  substitute  in  this  heart :  there  is 
none  to  occupy  yonr  place  to  my  seeking  eyes.  Even  the  affectionate 
attentions  of  an  amiable  consort  are  insuffident  to  supply  the  cha&m  in 
my  bosom,  but  leave  it  unsatisfied.  I  have  illustrious  relatives,  it  is 
true,- but  they  oi&r  me  no  kindness ;  and  if  they  did^  there  are  certais 
slumbering  recolliections  which  would  awake  in  my  brain  and  check  my 
ardour  to  receive  them.  I  have  but  one  mother,  and  no  variations  of 
place  or  circumstances  can  remove  her  firom  my  sight  Heaven  impress- 
ed her  image  en  my  soul,  and  time  has  established  it  there  as  its  native 
and  Ijcgitimate  sphere. 

''  By  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  indeed,  we  may  be  separated  on  earth ; 
and  I,  as  well  as  yourself,  may  be  doomed  the  victim  of  an  ui)just  and 
malignant  spirit  of  persecutien.  But  in  a  better  world  our  congenial 
spurits  will  rush  to  meet  each  other,  where  no  envious  or  hating  fiends 
can  intervene,  or  impede  the  pleasures  which  flow  firom  the  pure  foun- 
tain of  filial  and  maternal  love* 

''  Such  sentiments  as  these  natural^  arise  out  of  the  contemplation  of 
my  situation  at  this  moment.  Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  Providence 
that  I  survive  the  hour  of  approaching  danger,  I  may  at  some  fiiture 
period  be  endued  with  power  to  restore  you  to  that  situation  which  you 
were  formed  to  emliellish ;  but  if  an  all-wise  decree  should  summon  me 
from  this  sphere  of  anxious  apprehension,  not  for  myself,  but  for  my 
mother,  a  pang  of  terror  shoots  across  my  wildered  brain :  even  tlien, 
however,  my  last  prayer  would  be  to  Heaven  to  gift  you  with  that  sub* 
lime  feeling  of  pious  resignation  which  would  teach  you  to  bow  sub- 
missive to  the  chastening  stroke  of  our  common  Father,  and  to  console 
your  afflicted  heart  with  the  anticipation  of  our  reunion  in  a. world  where 
felicity  is  unimpaired,  and  to  which  malice  is  inadmissible. 

**  Believe  me>  my  adored  mother,  I  fear  less  to  die  than  to  live.  The 
prospect  of  protracted  existence  is  so  blended  with  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties, so  shadowed  with  clouds  and  uncertainties,  so  replete  with  anxieties 
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and  apprehensions,  that  I  must  shrink  from  the  contemplation  of  it.  and 
fly  for  refuge  even  to  the  probability  of  my  removal  from  so  joyless  an 
inheritance.  The  page  of  history  has  determined  that  happiness  is  not 
the  possession  of  those  who  more  in  the  lofty  drcles  to  which  my  birth 
entitles  me  to  look.  I  cannot  hope  for  an  exception  in  my  favour.  All 
the  joys  of  Hfeare  centered  m  my  present  retirement;  and  they  are  even 
poor,  because  you  are  not  a  pardctpator  in  them.  Bttt  even  this  unqua- 
lified er\jo7ment  of  them  must  be  brief;  and  I  must  emerge  into  a  situa- 
tion uncongenial  to  my  soul^  and  destnietive  t#  all  my  hopes  of  felicity 
on  earth.  What  cause  then  have  I  to  shun  that  issue  which  others  may 
behold  with  horror  ?  What  cause  have  I  to  covet  that  existence  which 
ethers  so  highly  prize  ?  Death  would  obliterate  no  image  of  delight 
from  my  heart,  save  that  which,  in  the  portrait  of  a  beloved  mother, 
nature  has  stiD  left  to  the  hoping,  doubting,  yet  fearing 

«  CHARLOTTE." 

"  Claremont,  OcioBer  10.  1817." 

Scarcely  a  month  afterthe  date  of  this  letter,  at 
half-past  two  in  the  morning  of  November  6,  the 
princess  Charlotte,  who  had  been  delivered  at  nine 
in  the  evening  of  a  still-born  male  child,  expired 
at  Claremont,  to  the  great  sorrow,  not  only  of  prince 
Leopold  but  of  the  public  in  general.  The  prince 
remained  disconsolate  at  the  time,  after  viewing  a 
miniature  picture  of  his  beloved  wife.  The  queen 
was  at  Bath  at  the  tirne^  But  on  receiving  the  melan- 
choly intelligence,  her  majesty  quitted  Bath,  and 
arrived  at  Windsor  on  the  8th.  The  duke  and 
duchess  of  Glocester  arrived  at  Carlton-house,  from 
Weymouth,  on  the  lOth,  and  the  feelings  of  the 
duchess  were  so  overpowered  upon  seeing  the 
prince  regent,  that  the  effect  of  her  sensibility, 
added  to  the  fatigues  of  her  journey,  rendered  it 
expedient  for  her  royal  highness  to  take  repose ;  an 
apartment  at  Carlton-house  was  immediately  pre- 
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pared,  and  her  loyil  highnets  was  preTuled  upon  to 
retire  to  rest.  The  prince  regent  repaired  to  Wind- 
sor to  pay  her  majesty  and  the  prinoessea  a  visit  of 
condolence. 

The  fungal  of  thp  princess  Charlotte  and  her  in- 
fant son  took  place  on  the  18th.  The  queen  and 
the  princesses  kept  themselves  closely  confined  t  o 
their  chambers  during  the  day. 

The  absence  of  her  majesty  from  Claremont 
Lodge,  and  of  others  of  the  royal  &mily,  who  were 
married,  during  the  time  of  princess  Charlotte's 
accouchement,  became  the  subject  of  much  cen- 
sure. The  queen,  however,  was  at  this  time  much 
indisposed,  and  her  then  advanced  age  of  life  ren- 
dered her  incapable  of  rendering  any  assistance,  and 
consequently  her  presence  would  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient :  add  to  which,  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  never  expressed  a  wish  to  see  her 
royal  grandmother:  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  her 
royal  highness  would  -have  preferred  the  company 
^  of  her  own  mother  on  this  occasion  ! 

The  author  of  '^  Memoirs  of  her  Itoyal  Highness 
Charlotte  Augusta,  Princess  of  Wales,  &c."  has 
noticed,  that  at  the  tim^  of  the  royal  sufferer's  dis 
jiolution,  her  mother,  the  princess  of  Wales,  was 
engaged  in  all  the  festivities  of  Warsaw !  How,  let 
us  ask  this  ingenious  writer,  could  the  princess 
of  Wales  anticipate  the  situation  of  her  royal 
daughter  ?  It  was  natural  for  her  to  suppose  that 
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at  this  critical  time  the  princess  Charlotte  would 
meet  with  every  due  attention.  No  mother  could 
be  more  distressed  or  distracted  than  the  princess 
of  Wales  was  when  the  unexpected  melancboly 
intelligence  of  her  royal  daughter's  death  was  com- 
municated to  her.  She  now  regretted  the  distance 
which  had  preveMted  her  from  administering  a 
mother^s  assistance,  and  from  giving  her  a  mother's 
Uesdng!  She  now  rqpretted  that  she  had  ever 
quitted  England ;  though  her  departure  had  been 
(as  the  preceding  chapter  has  proved)  for  the  laud- 
able purpose  of  promoting  a  daughter's  happiness. 

It  is  remakahle  that  her  majesty  the  queen  of 
England  did  not  long  survive  the  princess  Char<» 
k>tte«  having  died  on  the  17th  of  November  1818. 

Other  changes  rapidly  succeeded,  when  the  royal 
suk^^t  of  these  memoirs  was  doomed  to  experience 
fimber  persecution.  Her  consequent  return  to 
England  on  being  queen,  the  fresh  charges  brough  t 
i^gainst  her  for  licentiousness  during  her  exile,  and 
the  fortitude  with  which  she  confronts  her  accusers, 
shall  be  ftithfully  detailed  in  our  succeeding  pages. 
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